
I recently participated in the onboarding process for our 
newly-appointed resident bishop, Sharma Lewis. Bishop 
Lewis comes to Mississippi with experience gained from 
her time in the Virginia Conference. She served there over 
the last six years. Bishop Lewis began her work here at 
the beginning of the month. Typically, a bishop begins 
his or her tenure in August, but the delay of the Jurisdic-
tional Conference, the body that elects bishops, caused 
her to start on January 1, 2023.

I wanted to share several things I 
experienced during the day with 
Bishop Lewis. While the onboard-
ing process demands some level 
of confidentiality to garner honest 
conversation, I believe the things 
I share here are not a violation of 
that process. In addition, all of the 
things shared here are first  
impressions after a good day of 
work together. 

First, Bishop Lewis appears to be a person who values her 
faith and depends heavily on prayer for all facets of her 
leadership and life. She has a passion for prayer. She is 
committed to praying for the people called Methodists in 
Mississippi. It was also her prayer life that convicted her of 
my second observation. 

Bishop Lewis feels called to Mississippi. She feels led to 
serve our Annual Conference. I appreciate her excitement 
to be here. She anticipates spending a significant amount 
of time over the next year traveling around the state and 
meeting the laity and clergy. She wants to hear from her 
churches. On Saturday, Feb. 4, she’ll meet with laity and 
clergy from our district at Wiggins UMC. You are invited 
to attend this gathering at 11:30 a.m. There will be other 
events around the state as well. In this format, the bishop 
meets with clergy to open the meeting. After that, the la-
ity and clergy join together for worship and food. Follow-
ing lunch, the preachers leave, and the laypeople remain 
for a time of conversation with her. 

Finally, Bishop Lewis expressed her commitment to the 
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vows she made when becoming a bishop. She empha-
sized her fidelity to the Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church. The Discipline is our governance 
book. It contains organizational and theological founda-
tions that define what it means to be a Methodist. 

With all that said, Bishop Lewis makes a positive first 
impression. I look forward to getting to know her more 
completely in the months and years to come. I hope you 
will also take advantage of the upcoming opportunity to 
meet her. I think meeting her will give you a good idea of 
where her leadership might take us.

Remember, we want her to be successful. If she’s  
successful, our Annual Conference is successful. It’s like 
any pastoral change. Here are some practical ways that 
you can ensure a great start for our new bishop.

1.  Pray for her.
2.  Extend her grace by giving her the benefit of the  
     doubt.
3.  Practice patience.
4.  Always seek to be an encourager.
5.  Discover ways to meet her.
6.  Be an active and vital member of the UMC who desires 
     to spread God’s word and love to people who need it. 

If we do those things, God will raise up a mighty Annual 
Conference. I am looking forward to this season of  
newness in Mississippi Methodism. May God bless our 
work together. 

Ash Wednesday Service
Mark your calendar for the Ash Wednesday Service 
in our Sanctuary on February 22 at 6 p.m. We will 

worship with our neighbors from Westminster 
Presbyterian Church. Rev. Dr. Christopher Crotwell 
of Westminster will preach the sermon. Please help 

us welcome Westminster as we begin the season 
of Lent together.



Cindy hopes to promote service 
to Christ through the church. 
She believes members of all 
ages can serve somewhere.

“Several years 
ago, I went to 
a conference 
and attended 
a seminar 
which ex-
plored how 
to expand the 
number of 
volunteers 
within the church,” Cindy recalled. 
“I believe that there are many 
members who desire to serve in an 
area that showcases their gifts and 
talents, but they have not yet said, 
‘yes.’  Perhaps they have not been 
asked. Perhaps they have been 
asked once and said, ‘no’ because 
it was not the right time or right 
place. I hope to help promote a 
system where members feel more 
led to say, ‘YES’.” 

Thank you, Cindy, for saying “YES” 
to Parkway Heights and our Church 
Council!  

FYI

Lenten Bible Study
Keith Keeton will lead a Lenten 
Bible study beginning Sunday, 
Feb. 26, at 5:30 p.m. in Room 
303. The study will last for six 

weeks — throughout the  
season of Lent. Everyone is  
invited to participate in this 

study. It will be a great way to 
prepare your heart and mind as 

we approach Easter Sunday.

Church Council  
Spotlight: Cindy Re
Get to know your church leaders 
better! This month, we spotlight 
2023 Church Council Chair Cindy 
Re. As chair, Cindy leads Church 
Council and works closely with our 
pastors, staff and other leaders to 
advance the church’s mission and 
ministry.

Cindy lives in Oak Grove, but she is 
originally from Ohio. She grew up 
in the village where Thomas Edison 
was born! She and her husband, 
Rob, have two daughters, Brandi 
and Courtney, and one son, Tim. 
They also have three grandchil-
dren: Keelie, Karter and Kourtney; 
one dog; and two cats. 

Cindy has served previously at 
Parkway Heights in various roles 
and on several committees. When 
she’s not serving her church, Cindy 
is a solo practitioner (attorney) and 
practices in the areas of family law, 
adoptions, wills, estates and more. 
She also works as a guardian ad li-

Cindy Re

Scout Sunday & Chili Fundraiser
Parkway Heights has a long-standing relationship with Boy Scouts of America. 
We have been sponsors of a Scout troop and Cub Scout pack since the 1950s. 
On Sunday, Feb. 5, we will celebrate this partnership, which benefits our church, 
the Scouts, the leaders and our community.

Each year, Scout Sunday is celebrated on a Sunday close 
to Feb. 8, which is the anniversary of the founding of BSA. 
The Scouts will be serving our congregation on Scout 
Sunday. Please thank them for their service!

The following Sunday, Feb. 12, the Scouts will hold their annual chili fundraiser. 
Tickets will not be sold ahead of time, but the Scouts will be selling chili that 
morning for $10 per container for you to enjoy during the Super Bowl that night. 
Thank you for supporting our Scouts!

tem in the Lamar County Youth Court, 
special civil commitment prosecutor 
in Perry County and adjunct professor 
at the University of Southern Missis-
sippi in the Legal Studies Department.

Although it doesn’t sound like Cindy 
has any spare time, early weekday 
mornings you’ll find her walking her 
dog with a group of friends before 
her quiet time. She also loves to read, 
listen to music (most genres) and 
watch sports (da Bears!). She hopes 
to travel more, both in the States and 
abroad. She serves her community 
through the South Central Mississippi 
Bar Association and Women’s Lawyer 
Alliance. Another big contribution she 
makes is facilitating the Communica-
tion Skills for Co-Parenting class.

Cindy has attended Parkway Heights 
since 2007, when her younger daugh-
ter joined the youth group. She got in-
volved, too, by studying the Bible in a 
40-week Discipleship class. This led to 
a second Discipleship class, where she 
met many people who became her 
friends. These classes are some of her 
fondest Parkway Heights memories. 

Through her position this year, 



FYI
Women’s Ministry Spring 
Retreat
Attention, all women! Mark your cal-
endars for “Above the Noise: Hearing, 
Believing and Obeying the Voice of 
God in a Noisy World.”  This Women’s 
Ministry Spring Retreat will be held at 
Longleaf Plantation in Purvis Friday, 
April 21, at 5 p.m. through Saturday, 
April 22, at 4:30 
p.m. The cost is 
$100. Registration 
will open soon! 
Make plans now 
to join us! 

Worship ~ Grow ~ Serve: Serving at Parkway Heights
Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’  - Martin Luther King Jr.

Parkway Heights has a variety of opportunities to serve. Not exactly sure where is a good fit? Any member of our staff is 
happy to meet with you and help discern where God can best use your gifts and skills to make a difference in the lives of 
others. Contact Julie Collins at juliecollins@parkwayheights.org for more information or to meet with a staff member. 

Wednesday Night Live Youth Fundraiser
Our annual Youth Ministry fundraiser, Wednesday Night 
Live, will take place Wednesday, March 1, from 5 until 
7 p.m. in Founders Hall. Please buy a ticket and come 
to this entertaining night that features dinner, a silent 
auction and a variety show. The meal will include a 
baked potato/salad bar, dessert and drink. 

If you can help by providing an item for the silent auction or showcasing your 
talent in the variety show, please contact Alex Doleac.

Tickets are on sale now for $10 each, with a family maximum cost of $40. Pizza 
will also be available for children for $1 per slice. Buy your tickets on Sunday 
morning in the Atrium or online at parkwayheights.org/calendar. 

Proceeds from this fundraiser help our youth attend spiritual retreats and mission 
trips. Thanks for your support!

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministers are trained lay people in our 
congregation who provide distinctively Christian care to 
those who are facing life’s challenges. 

On our website — at parkwayheights.org/ministries/
stephen-ministry — there is a form at the bottom of the 
page, which we encourage you to complete... 
• if you could benefit from the care of a Stephen 

Minister
• if you know someone who might benefit from the 

care of a Stephen Minister
• if you are interested in learning more about 

becoming a Stephen Minister
• or if you have any questions about Stephen Ministry.

For more information, talk with one of our Stephen 
Ministry leaders, Carolyn Karlovich and Julie Collins, or 
email juliecollins@parkwayheights.org. Stephen Ministry is 
100% confidential. 

Jesus, Etc. Class Welcomes You!
The Jesus, etc. Sunday School class invites you to join 
them! Keith Keeton will be guest-teaching his Methodist 
Conversation study on Sunday mornings beginning 
February 5. This study will last for six weeks, and everyone 
is welcome to take part! The class meets in Room 305-B at 
9:40 a.m. each Sunday.

On March 19, following Keith’s study, the class plans to 
begin a study about parenting teens/preteens. The Jesus, 
etc. class is made up of adults in their 30s-40s who have 
school-age children, but everyone is welcome to come!

WOMEN’S CONNECTION EVENT
All women are invited to go out to 
eat together on Monday, Feb. 6, at  
6 p.m. at Newk’s. Please let Susan 
Eaton know if you plan to be there. 



Lunch & Fun Valentine’s Party
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15

10:30 A.M.-NOON

All adults age 55+ are invited to our Lunch & Fun 
Valentine’s Party on February 15. We are so excited 
to announce that our special guest will be Magician 
Joseph Harris! Updated North of 70 directories will be available at the event, too. 

Lunch, which is optional for $10, will be provided by Sweet Peppers Deli. If you 
plan to attend, please make your reservation at parkwayheights.org/calendar or in 
Sunday’s bulletin by Wednesday, Feb. 8. We hope you’ll join us!

OUTREACH
Update on the Open 
Door Community
The Open Door Community, Parkway 
Heights’ Recovery Ministry, opened 
at 2180 Oak Grove Road 12 years 
ago. Since that time, weekly worship 
services have been held on Thursday 
evenings. The Open Door is currently 
taking a temporary break to evaluate 
its programming. When the Open 
Door Community’s weekly gatherings 
resume, the services will be held on 
Tuesday nights. The first service after 
the break will be February 28. 

Everyone in the community is always 
welcome and invited to attend the 
Open Door Community. Whatever 
your circumstance — addiction, 
death of a loved one, broken relation-
ships or life in general — you don’t 
have to struggle alone.

ERT TRAINING
Certified ERTs respond to 

disasters in the days after they 
happen. Oxford-University 

UMC is hosting an ERT training 
Saturday, Feb. 25, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. If 
you are interested, contact Wes 
Arrington for registration info.

Can You Donate Blood?
All of us are likely to know someone 
who has received a blood transfusion 
or will need one in the future. Despite 
this, only three percent of all Ameri-
cans donate blood. Please help ensure 
blood is ready and waiting at our local 
hospitals when your loved ones need 
it. Have you scheduled your blood 
drive appointment yet?

The church blood drive will be held 
Sunday, Feb. 19, from 8 a.m. until 
noon. Sadly, our last 
blood drive had very 
low participation, 
and we know we 
can do better! Please 
schedule an appoint-
ment to give blood by visiting  
parkwayheights.org/calendar. Thank 
you for helping us save lives!

Our own Julie Collins said, “After 
Sid’s accident, he received four units 
of life-saving blood in the ICU and 
during his skin graft surgeries. We 
donated regularly never anticipating 
that we would need it. What a gift to 
be able to donate. You never know 
whose life you might save.”

SENIOR ADULTS

February Communion 
Offering
The communion offering collected 
Sunday, Feb. 5, will go to our partner-
ship with Hattiesburg High School. 
Throughout this partnership, we have 
supported the HHS marching band 
with food, provided teacher apprecia-
tion meals and much more. 

If you’d like to support this commu-
nion offering, you can designate your 
gift on your check or place it in the 
specially-marked plates outside our 
worship spaces. You can also give at 
parkwayheights.org/give and select 
“communion offering” as the fund. 
Thank you!

Save the Date!
Senior Adult  

Vacation Bible School
Monday, Aug. 14 -  

Wednesday, Aug. 16
9 a.m.-noon

Founders Hall
Rev. Andy Stoddard,  

guest speaker



YOUTH
Youth Calendar

• Every Wednesday at  
6 p.m. | D-Groups |  
Darkroom Faith Series - If 
you don’t know what group 
you’re in, text Alex for more 
info at 601.522.6164.

• Sunday, Feb. 5, 5:30 -  
7:30 p.m. | Fun SN@P 
at College Town Escape 
Rooms - meet at church 
first! 

• Sunday, Feb. 12, 5:30- 
7:30 p.m. | Youth Super 
Bowl Party 

• Sunday, Feb. 19, 5:30- 
7:30 p.m. | Missions SN@P 

• Wednesday, Feb. 22,  
6 p.m. | Ash Wednesday 
Service at PHUMC (No 
D-Groups)

• Sunday, Feb. 26, 5:30- 
7:30 p.m. | Regular SN@P 

• Wednesday, March 1, 5- 
7 p.m. | Wednesday Night 
Live

February Fun SN@Ps
u On Sunday, Feb. 5, our youth will 
meet at the church to eat dinner at 
5:30 p.m. At 6 p.m., we will walk to 
College Town Escape Rooms. We 
will return to church by 7:30 p.m. for 
pickup. Please bring $5 for dinner and 
$15 for the escape room.

u The Youth Super Bowl Party will be 
Sunday, Feb.12, from 5:30 until 7:30 
p.m. Everyone is asked to please bring 
your favorite game day food to share. 
There will be no charge for dinner! 
We’ll enjoy fun and games together!

On January 13-16, our students attended the annual Breakthru Retreat 
at Timber Creek Camp, along with 450 students from other churches 
around the state. From powerful worship to dynamic speakers, Break-
thru ‘23 provided all of our students with a renewed vision and under-
standing of what it means to follow Jesus with our day-to-day lives. As 
our first retreat of the new year, our students were able to step away 
from their routines and dive deeper into who God is calling them to be 
in the new year. We are looking forward to building on that firm foun-

dation throughout the rest of this year.

The youth celebrated David Allen Cullop’s 
birthday during the retreat.

Jaden Gray got strapped to the “Wheel of 
Misfortune” for a wild ride.

BREAKTHRU RETREAT 2023

Senior Retreat at Longleaf Piney Resort
During the last weekend of January, our high 
school seniors carved out time and space to 
step away from the busyness of senior year 
to take inventory of themselves as they begin 
their last semester of high school at our first-
ever PHUMC Senior Retreat. 

With a focus on rest and the effects of hurry 
on our souls, we all were able to bring awareness to some things God wanted 
us to release. Rev. Susan Eaton led a powerful restorative yoga session for these 
girls that identified stress and anxiety in both physical and spiritual ways. And 
thanks to Southern Miss Wesley Foundation students, these seniors were able to 
eat dinner, hang out and ask questions about the challenges of transitioning to 
college and freshman year. Eric Davis, the director of USM’s Wesley, shared words 
of encouragement and advice on taking your faith with you to college. And all of 
this happened at the amazing Longleaf Piney Resort here in Hattiesburg. It was a 
beautiful space where so many different people shared their gifts and stories to 
benefit our PHUMC seniors. 

Here’s to the class of 2023!



CHILDREN

PRESCHOOL FAMILY PLAY DAY
Our preschoolers and their families 

met at Updown Trampoline Park 
on January 28 for a fun morning of 

jumping and playing.

Crafting at the Claiborne
Parkway Heights children, let’s 
share our love with the residents at 
the Claiborne. Please come to the 
Claiborne at 200 Whispering Pines 
on Sunday, Feb. 12, from 2:30 until 
3:15 p.m. We will be making simple 
valentines with the residents and 
eating a sweet treat with them. 
Be sure to let Lesley know you are 
coming. Thanks!

Start Planning for Camp Wesley Pines
It’s time to start planning for Camp Wesley Pines! Camp Wesley Pines, 
a United Methodist camp and retreat center located in Copiah County, 
offers multiple summer camp sessions for children of all ages each 
summer. Parkway Heights will coordinate transportation to and from 
camp for the following summer camp sessions this summer:

• Younger Elementary Camp (rising 2nd and 3rd graders) on July 
10-12 

• Older Elementary Camp (rising 3rd - 6th graders) on June 26-30. 

Register at wesleypines.com by March 15 to 
receive a $50 discount. Contact Lesley Ellison 
at lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org to inquire 
about scholarships.

Elizabeth Ann McCay, Marion Robertson and 
Miller Marshall enjoyed jumping together.

Preschool Valentine 
Traditions
On Sunday, Feb. 5, our nursery 
and preschool children will make 
valentines for our older adult Sunday 
School classes. The children will 
deliver the valentines the following 
Sunday, Feb. 12, during Sunday 
School, just in time to wish their new 
friends a Happy Valentine’s Day!

SAVE THE DATE: 
PlEASE SAVE THE morningS of JunE 

19-22 for VAcATion BiBlE ScHool!

Loft Kids, Let’s Go 
Bowling!
Loft children (5th & 6th graders) 
will meet at Hub Lanes (7022 U.S. 
Highway 49) from 4 until 5:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, Feb. 5, for a fun afternoon of 
bowling! The church will cover the 
cost of bowling. Parents, please send 
money with your child for supper at 
the concession stand. Contact Lesley 
at lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org to 
let her know if your child is coming. 

Thank You for Making Advent Food Bags
Thank you to all our families who participated in the “reverse Advent calendars” 
and filled food bags for Edwards Street Fellowship Center. The donations were 
delivered on January 9 and weighed a total of 183 pounds! 

Edwards Street Executive Director Ann McCullen said, “We are 
VERY thankful for everyone’s generosity, especially in January, 
when we don’t typically receive as many food donations.” 

Help Us Purchase Supplies
Our children will be 
making story gardens 
during Lent. We could 
use your help! Please 
help us purchase 
supplies for the kits by using our 
Amazon wish list. You can select the 
church as the delivery address. We’ll 
need the supplies by February 15. 
Thank you!



IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
New Members
We were very happy to welcome 
several new members to our congre-
gation in January. 

On January 15, Kelli Turner-Dry joined 
our church, following the Sanctuary 
service. We are excited to welcome 
Kelli, along with her daughter, Rhealyn.

The following week, January 22, we 
received new members Michelle Van 
Vleet and Jennie Ringlaben, along with 
Jennie’s husband, Doc. After many 
months of being active in the life of 
our church, we’re grateful they’ve all 
made their membership “official.” 

Cary Longstaff, Kelli Turner-Dry and 
Rhealyn Dry

Jennie Ringlaben

Thank You, Volunteers!
Thank you to everyone who helped 
take down and store our Christmas 
decorations on January 4. It’s a lot of 
work, and we’re sad to see them go. 
But we are grateful for your helping 
hands!

Stay the Course
Stay the Course, the running 

group led by Charles Jackson 
and Jim Coll, began meeting 

together on January 17.  
Following their running time, 

the group engages in faith-
based discussions. 

Unbelievably Amazing
On Sunday, Jan. 22, we had a great 
turnout to hear Sidney Smith 
share his musical talents and his 
“Unbelievably Amazing” testimony. 
Everyone enjoyed a potluck supper 
and fellowship also.

UWF Mission Study
Susan Eaton is leading a mission 

study sponsored by United 
Women of Faith. The class, “Who 
Can We Be Together,”  is held on 
Monday mornings at 10 a.m. in 

Room 303. 



Mail Room

December 31, 2022

Dear Parkway Heights Family, 

We are so thankful that we belong to 
the most loving and giving church we 
know. We miss seeing you but know 
that you are with us every step of 
this journey. All of the cards, gifts and 
financial help you have sent reassures 
us that we all serve a loving God. You 
are his hands and feet.

Emily is healing from her surgery and 
is getting stronger every day, thanks to 
a good appetite and physical therapy. 
They are encouraging her to eat as 
many calories as she can. This keeps Jeff 
running to the store and me cooking. 

There was an insurance glitch in begin-
ning chemo but should start right after 
New Year’s. 

Please continue to pray for Emily as 
she begins a very intense regiment of 
chemotherapy. We don’t know where 
it will take us, but we will trust God 
each day.

Thank you again for your love, concern, 
gifts and prayers.

With Love,
Dixie and Jeff Evans

If you would like the mailing address for 
Dixie and Jeff, contact the Church Office.

PHUMC Finances 
December 2022 
Income                                   $210,043 
Expenses                                $127,080 
Net                                             $82,963

YTD Actual 
Income                                $1,562,337 
Expenses                             $1,510,464 
Net                                             $51,873 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income             $1,534,045 
Actual Income                    $1,562,337 
Budget Surplus                        $28,292

PRAYER CONCERNS
  Julie Collins, Debi Davenport,   
  Mike Hetrick, Anne Hutto, Virginia  
  Kirkpatrick, Dave Patrick, Emily 
 Shepard & Ben Sloan

Dear Parkway Heights UMC Friends,  

“Feed the hungry, and help those in 
trouble. Then your light will shine out 
from the darkness, and the darkness 
around you will be as bright as noon.” 
~Isaiah 58:10

Thank you for ensuring individuals 
across the Pine Belt have access to 
nourishing food, affordable clothing 
and home goods and quality health-
care through your kind support of the 
ministries of Edwards Street Fellow-
ship Center.

Our medical clinic transforms lives by 
providing high quality medical, dental 
and pharmaceutical care at no cost to 
eligible uninsured/under- 
insured adults from Forrest and Lamar 
Counties. “Mark,” age 34, had been in 
Hattiesburg only a few weeks when 
he walked into Fellowship Health 
Clinic requesting dental assistance. 
While being screened to determine 
his eligibility for clinic services, Mark 
mentioned he had been experiencing 
extreme thirst and blurry vision for 
the past couple of weeks. He’d been 
diagnosed with diabetes in the past 
but had not received medical care in a 
while. Mark saw a physician at the free 
clinic, then had lab work that indi-
cated he had a critical blood glucose 
level of 864. (The “normal” range is 99 
or lower.)

After a month of weekly appoint-
ments with Fellowship Clinic physi-
cians, Mark was responding to two 
insulins, valued at $300 per month, 
acquired by clinic volunteers at no 
cost through pharmaceutical compa-
nies’ prescription assistance programs. 
In addition, clinic nurses provided 
Mark with one-on-one education on 
diabetes, nutrition and medication, as 
well as supplying his home monitor-
ing items like lancets, test strips and a 
glucometer. Within those first weeks, 
Mark’s blood glucose levels dropped 
into the 300s and 200s. As Mark con-

Thank you for allowing us to use your 
facilities for our team meetings. Having 
a central location for our team mem-
bers to meet and train is important to 
our ministry. Thank you again for your 
generosity!

Kairos Outside Ministry

tinues working to lower his glucose 
levels, he now faces his future with 
hope and optimism. 

Thank you for making life healthier 
and happier for Mark and so many 
others who participate in the min-
istries of Edwards Street Fellowship 
Center. God bless you!

With Gratitude for You, 
Ann McCullen, Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Our mission: 
“To connect, equip and send people for Christ”

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org  |  601.544.7873

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Founders Hall Service
9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School
10:45 a.m.: Sanctuary Service


