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I wanted to take this opportunity to update everyone 
about several things happening in the United 
Methodist connection. The major news concerns 
the convening of the Southeastern Jurisdiction of 
the United Methodist Church. The Jurisdictional 
Conference meets for one purpose, the election of 
bishops. This meeting was delayed several times 
during COVID protocols but was finally allowed to 
take place in November at Lake Junaluska, NC.

During this session, the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction elected 
a Mississippi native as one of 
the three newly elected bishops. 
Bishop Connie Shelton was the 
second episcopal candidate 
selected. Bishop Shelton has 
served the Hattiesburg area in 

many capacities over the years. She previously 
served as pastor of Court Street UMC, acted as 
director at the Methodist Hour and served as our 
district superintendent over the last few months. We 
celebrate her calling and election to the episcopacy. 
She will serve in the North Carolina Annual 
Conference beginning in January.

After the three new bishops were elected, the 
Episcopacy Committee then convened to determine 
the conference assignments. For Mississippi, Bishop 
James Swanson has served as resident bishop for the 
last 10 years and will retire after December. Bishop 
Swanson postponed his retirement by more than 
two years because of the COVID delays in episcopal 
elections. However, now that he will officially retire, 
the committee appointed Bishop Sharma Lewis to 
serve the Mississippi Annual Conference. She was 
elected a bishop in 2016 and has served in Virginia 
since that time. She brings many gifts and abilities 
that should be a blessing to our area.

In addition to the changes in episcopal leadership, 
Connie’s election also means we need a new district 
superintendent. Bishop Swanson assigned Rev. Larry 

Hilliard as our acting superintendent. He is currently 
the Seashore DS. He will continue to serve in that 
capacity as well for the foreseeable future.

As I watched Jurisdictional Conference, I was grieved 
by the level of animosity expressed. I don’t think it 
exemplified the best of what the Church can be. It 
represented much of what I’ve seen over the last few 
years. If you saw it, you are aware of the tremendous 
amount of anxiety and uncertainty that hangs over 
the denomination. That uncertainty will not go away 
any time soon. This anxiety is exacerbated by a process 
of disaffiliation implemented after the 2019 General 
Conference. This has led many congregations to rush 
into a discernment process concerning the issue.

Amid the uncertainty, the Conference Board of 
Trustees sought to give more space for faithful 
discernment. They have voted to extend the 
decision-making process until December 31, 2025. 
Over the course of the next few years, I’m sure we 
will have listening sessions, many conversations 
and much prayer concerning all of this. It’s my hope 
and prayer that we will not act in a rash manner. 
Additionally, we should seek a process that rejects 
our culture’s heated rhetoric and demonization. We 
should choose instead to seek prayer and Christian 
conferencing to arrive at decisions that represent our 
best kingdom possibilities here in our community. 

Remember, Hattiesburg doesn’t judge Methodists 
by what’s happening around the country. They 
judge them by the way we represent Christ to 
our community. We are their understanding of 
“Methodists.” Let’s be the best Methodists we can 
be, as we faithfully carry our Jesus’ name into the 
community. I pray that in all things, Christ will be 
glorified. Be in prayer. Try to tune out a lot of the 
rhetoric that may be in the news and realize that our 
love of our congregation and each other will see us 
through this anxious time.

- Keith

News from Around the Denomination

Keith Keeton



ADVENT
Blue Christmas Services
Some of us might have a hard 
time finding joy this Christmas 
season. To help us beat the 
holiday blues, two Blue Christmas 
Services will be held. The first 
will be held in our Sanctuary 
on Sunday, Dec. 4, at 4:30 p.m. 
Another service will take place at 
The Open Door Community on 
Thursday, Dec. 8, at 6:30 p.m. at its 
campus at 2180 Oak Grove Road.

We realize 
that for some, 
the holiday 
brings a mixed 
bag — loss 
of family 
or friends, 
anxiety, 
loneliness, 
financial struggles or just the 
struggle to “put on a happy face.”  
This service will be a time to 
reflect on how God’s grace can 
help us through the holidays with 
hope and encouragement. Even 
if you have plenty of Christmas 
spirit, you are welcome to attend 
to show support for your brothers 
and sisters in Christ.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Children’s Choir Performances

Sunday, Dec. 4, 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. worship services

“Follow Us to Bethlehem” Children’s Nativity Program
Sunday, Dec. 18, 10 a.m. in Founders Hall
There will be NO Sunday School that day.

Open Door Candlelight Christmas Service
Thursday, Dec. 22, at The Open Door Community  

2180 Oak Grove Road in Hattiesburg
6 p.m. - Christmas Feast (heavy hors d’oeuvres)

6:30 p.m. - Candlelight Christmas Service

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
Saturday, Dec. 24, 4 p.m. & 6 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Christmas Day Worship Service
ONE combined service: Sunday, Dec. 25, 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary

New Year’s Day Worship Service
ONE combined service: Sunday, Jan. 1, 10 a.m. in Founders Hall

 The services in the Sanctuary and Founders Hall, with the exception of the 
Children’s Nativity Program, will be livestreamed on all our platforms.  

The Open Door service will be livestreamed on its Facebook page.

PREPARE HIM ROOM
We joyfully kicked off the season of Advent with our annual Prepare Him Room 

event on Sunday, Nov. 27. Everyone enjoyed the festivities and fellowship!

Thanks to Dannell and Anna Craig Roberts for 
serving hot cocoa during Prepare Him Room.

Cary Longstaff, Kelli Dry-Turner and Rhealyn 
Dry made a reverse Advent calendar.

Emilia and Stephanie 
Birdwell worked on 

an Advent wreath 
together.

The live nativity 
scene is always 
a favorite part of 
the night.



Marriage Heights Great 
Advent Date Experience
As part of our 
Marriage Heights 
marriage ministry, 
we are once 
again providing 
the annual Great 
Advent Date 
Experience for our married couples 
to do together during Advent. We 
hope these daily activities will enrich 
your marriage by encouraging you to 
spend time each day having fun and 
making memories. 

You can pick up a calendar in the 
Atrium at church and be sure to also 
join the Marriage Heights Facebook 
group to see daily posts. The activities 
began on November 27, but you’re 
not too late to join the fun! 

This year, for every post you make to 
the Facebook group showing your 
participation, you’ll be entered into 
a drawing to win a night’s stay at the 
Longleaf Piney Resort! Big thanks to 
Charlie and Ellen Bevon and Sean 
McGee of Longleaf Piney Resort for 
this terrific prize!

ADVENT

Each week we receive numerous requests for assistance. Our neighbors 
continue to struggle to put food on the table, purchase medications and 
keep gas in their cars. Unfortunately, we cannot always help. We use our 
best judgment to assist those we can. To fund this ministry, we ask our 
congregation to contribute to our benevolence fund, which we call the 
“Christmas/Easter Offering.”  

The Christmas-Easter Offering is also used when new mission and ministry 
opportunities arise, which do not have support from our current budget. 
Everyone should be receiving a letter soon about this offering. Please 
consider contributing. This type of generosity blesses many in need. 

The communion offering collected Sunday, Dec. 4, will also go to our 
Christmas/Easter Offering. We hope you can contribute as you are able. 
Thanks to you, Parkway Heights is known as a church that cares about the 
community and helps in a multitude of ways. 

Christmas/Easter Offering

LUNCH & FUN 
CHRISTMAS PARTY

Wednesday, Dec. 14
10:30 a.m.-noon

Founders Hall

Join us for our annual Christmas 
dinner for senior adults, provided and 
served by the church staff. The menu 
will be garden salad, braised pork ten-
derloin, cornbread dressing, seasoned 
green beans and white chocolate 
bread pudding. There is no charge for 
this meal! 

We’ll be enter-
tained by Tim 
Breland with music 
of the season 
and sing favorite 
Christmas carols. Rev. Keith Keeton 
will share a Christmas message. 

Please make your reservation in the 
Sunday bulletin or on our website by 
Sunday, Dec. 11. We hope you will join 
us for this time of holiday fellowship!

Breadbasket Update
The Breadbasket food ministry 

currently serves about 10 families 
per week from its pantry. This 
ministry is the partnership of  

several different congregations 
in the area and serves both 

Hattiesburg and Petal.

As has become the new tradition, 
Breadbasket will provide gift cards 
for the families this year, instead of 
actual baskets of food. Thank you 

for your continued support!

“Embodied Holiness”  
Advent Series
The “Embodied Holiness” podcast 
began a special Advent series on 
November 29. For the Christian, 
the season of Advent marks the 
beginning of a new year. We begin 
this new year by waiting with 
anticipation for the coming of our 
Savior. Of course, we’re on the other 
side of Christ’s first coming, and so 
while we celebrate and remember 
with joy how God took on flesh and 
dwelt among us, we also hold on to 
the hope that Christ will return — His 
second advent. As we wait, it’s easy 
to get caught up in the consumerism 
of the culture. This series is here to 
help you not get caught up — to help 
you stay focused on the presence 
of God at work among us. May you 
experience the Lord’s presence this 
Advent, and may you awaken to 
others as you awaken to God. 

New episodes air each Tuesday. 
Find information and listen in at 
embodiedholiness.com.



T  he name “Jeremiah” means “God will uplift” or 
“appointed by God.”  When Jeremiah Williams’ 
parents gave him his name, they had no idea how 

appropriate it would become later in his life.

Jeremiah is from Guyana, and he is a junior at The 
University of Southern Mississippi. He is also a scholarship 
singer in our Sanctuary Choir. Before coming to the United 
States and Southern Mississippi, Jeremiah had been a 
Bible student for a couple years, but he had dreams of 
studying music. He was especially fascinated by classical 
music. Unfortunately, colleges in Guyana do not have 
much to offer when it comes to degrees in music.

Jeremiah did not have anyone to 
talk to about his desire to study 
music, so he didn’t know how to 
go about pursuing it. He began to 
fast and pray to God for direction. 
One Saturday night a few years 
ago, he cried out to God about 
what he felt was his calling. The 
next morning at church, where 
his father is a Pentecostal deacon, 

an elder called Jeremiah over to talk. Although she knew 
nothing about his dreams and desires, she prophesied 
about his future and told Jeremiah that with his gifts and 
talents, God was going to take him to the ends of the 
earth. She didn’t know what it meant, but she felt led to 
tell him to “just go for it.”  Jeremiah was blown away by 
this quick answer to his prayer from only the night before. 
That’s when he began to research music schools.

Jeremiah laughed as he said that Southern Miss does an 
excellent job in marketing, because it is the school that 
kept appearing in his online searches. One day during his 
research, his answer became quite clear. Jeremiah had a 
vision of a green, blinking light over the university’s name. 

“I knew it was God telling me this is where I should be,” 
Jeremiah said.

However, he still faced the challenge of how to pay for his 
college education. He expressed his concern to an elder at 
his church and provided his resume. He then didn’t think 
much about it.

While on a trip to Suriname to dance with his church, 
he laid his worries at the altar and prayed to God. Again, 
he had a vision. In this one, he saw himself letting go of 

PH PEOPLE

Jeremiah Williams

Spotlight on Choir Member Jeremiah Williams
crutches and trusting God. He knew this was a sign that 
God would provide.

His mother had faith in her son and said she would 
financially sponsor him. Although she needed the money 
to pay for their house, she knew a college education in 
music was what God wanted for Jeremiah. 

When Jeremiah returned from his Suriname trip — 
months after giving his resume to the elder church 
member — he received a call from the government. The 
elder happened to be a government official and had 
recommended Jeremiah for a scholarship without his 
knowledge! Jeremiah had not even applied, yet he was 
awarded a full scholarship! Most of the students who 
won these government scholarships were medical or law 
students. Jeremiah was the only music major to receive 
this honor! In return, Jeremiah is expected to return to 
Guyana to help develop music in the country because the 
leaders see such a need for it. 

Since Jeremiah’s USM tuition is fully covered, he said 
the Parkway Heights scholarship helps with everyday 
expenses and is put away for emergencies. He added 
that being a part of our Sanctuary Choir is a blessing. He 
appreciates all the ways the choir supports the college 
singers, such as with “Take a Student to Lunch” days.

“I enjoy being here. The community has been helpful for 
me because I have no family to come see me in shows. 
Although I still miss my family, the choir makes me feel like 
I have a family here.” 

The entire church is thankful to have Jeremiah as part of 
our family as well! We’re blessed by you, Jeremiah!

EMMIE PERKINS HEADED TO MISS AMERICA
Parkway Heights is proud of our 
own Miss Mississippi, Emmie 
Perkins, daughter of David and 
Lori Perkins, who will soon travel 
to Connecticut to represent our 
state in the Miss America pageant!
Emmie grew up at Parkway Heights - as a preschooler 
at Early Encounters, through our Children’s and Youth 
Ministries and by sharing her gift of music. Let’s show 
our support of Emmie on Thursday, December 15! 

Perkins family



FYI

Stewardship 
Commitments

Thank you to everyone who has 
turned in a financial pledge card 
for 2023. If you have not turned 
in a pledge, you are not too late 
to do so. Having an idea of our 
financial commitments helps us 
budget for next year better.

In addition to financial pledge 
cards, Rev. Keith Keeton has  
challenged us all to complete  
personal goal commitments 
as well. If you did not receive a 
personal goal commitment card, 
you can pick up one at church or 
download one from our website. 

Keith reminded us that stew-
ardship is about more than just 
money. We can use these cards 
to help commit to improving 
how much we give of our time, 
prayers, service, talents and 
witness.

These goal cards are personal 
and for you to keep. Place your 
card in a place where you can 
see it as a reminder all year long.

Mark Your Calendar for January 22
Unbelievably Amazing: A Night with Sidney H. Smith III

Sunday, Jan. 22  l  5 p.m.  l  Founders Hall

Everyone is invited to come for a potluck supper and hear 
Sidney Smith share his amazing story of redemption. After 
27 years of addiction, crime, homelessness, eating out of 
garbage dumpsters, prison and 10 different rehabilitation 
centers, one encounter with Christ changed everything. 

Sidney is a good friend of Parkway Heights, a powerful 
speaker and an extremely talented pianist and singer. He is 
as authentic as they come, and we hope you’ll be inspired 
and reminded of the goodness and power of God’s love and 
forgiveness as you hear him speak.

Make plans to join us on the evening of January 22 and bring a dish to share.

Stephen Ministry: Caring for People During the Holidays
For many, the holidays are not filled with family and fellowship. Below are some 
ideas to keep in mind as we move into the busy holiday season. 

• Offer to help in specific ways.  
Try to anticipate needs and ways you can help. For example, you might 
ask, “Can I help you prepare the family dinner?” or “Can I help put out the 
Christmas lights?”  Remember, however, to follow the person’s lead and not 
just impose your help. 

• Help people pace themselves.  
The holidays are busy, and those who are hurting may need help or 
permission to slow down or do less than they ordinarily would. Let people 
know it is okay to conserve energy, take breaks and pick which activities and 
traditions to take part in. 

• Ask people how they’re really doing.  
During the busyness of the holidays, it can be easy to just interact with 
people on a surface level. Finding a good time to ask hurting people how 
they’re really doing — and then listening — is a powerful way to care. 

• Validate feelings.  
When people do open up and share, listen and then show that you believe 
them and accept their feelings. Letting people know it’s okay to feel 
whatever they’re feeling can provide a lot of comfort. 

For more information, talk with one of our Stephen Minister leaders: Carolyn 
Karlovich and Julie Collins or email juliecollins@parkwayheights.org. 

Sidney Smith

End-of-the-Year Giving 
Deadlines
As we approach the end of the 
calendar year, we’d like to remind you 
of the deadlines for your giving to be 
considered part of the 2022 tax year. 
Hand-delivered donations will need 
to be in the Church Office by Friday, 
Dec. 30, at 1:30 p.m. Mailed donations 
will need to be postmarked by 
Saturday, Dec. 31. Online donations 
will need to be made by midnight 
on December 31. Thank you for your 
generosity!



YOUTH

December Schedule
• Sunday, Dec. 4 - SN@P Ugly Sweater Christmas Movie Night, 5:30- 

7:30 p.m. - Wear your worst Christmas attire and bring a blanket!

• Wednesday, Dec. 7 - D-Groups, 6 p.m.

• Sunday, Dec. 11 - Advent Prayer Experience, 5:30-7:30 p.m. - Come 
take part in a night devoted to prayer with God, as we reflect on what 
Advent means for us in our lives today.

• Wednesday, Dec. 14 - D-Groups, 6 p.m.

• Sunday, Dec. 18 - Youth Christmas Party, 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the Youth 
Chapel

• Sunday, Dec. 25 - No SN@P - Merry Christmas!

CONFIRMATION 2022

The confirmands and youth leaders 
performed a skit during the  
Confirmation Retreat November 5-6.

During the Confirmation Retreat, every-
one participated in a meaningful prayer 
walk.

On Confirmation Sunday, Nov. 13, 
the ladies of United Women in Faith 
provided a cake for the congregation.

We were happy for Pearl Cullop to 
join our family of faith with her  
baptism during confirmation.

We were also excited for the baptism of 
Emery Ward, who chose to be immersed 
on Confirmation Sunday.

Congratulations to all seven of our  
confirmands. We are very proud of 
you and your profession of faith!

Time to Register for 
Breakthru Retreat

WHEN: Friday, Jan. 13 - Monday, 
Jan. 16, 2023 (MLK Weekend)
WHERE: Timber Creek Camp near 
Forest, MS
WHO: all 7th-12th graders
HOW MUCH: $200

We will join other United Methodist 
churches in Mississippi for the annual 
Breakthru Retreat. 2023 is the 45th 
anniversary of this incredible ministry!

Register by Saturday, Dec. 10, by using 
the link in the Youth Ministry weekly 
email or contact Alex at 601.522.6164 
for more details.



Helping Edwards Street
LOFT FOOD DRIVE
Children in the Loft (5th-6th graders) met 
at Corner Market on Saturday, Nov. 12, to 
collect food for Edwards Street Fellowship 
Center’s food pantry. Over 226 pounds of 
food was collected in a few hours! Edwards 
Street was very appreciative!

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR
During our Prepare Him Room event on November 27, children and their families 
created “reverse Advent calendar” paper chains. Each day during Advent, a link is 
removed. Children follow instructions to place a certain food item into a bag for 
Edwards Street. If you did not get to make one of these paper chains, they are 
still available in the Church Office. Contact Lesley Ellison for information.

CHILDREN

In November, our children sold 
boxes of Christmas cards featuring 
their artwork as a fundraiser for 
purchasing new furniture in the 
Loft, our 5th & 6th grade fellowship 
room on the second floor. The 
cards were a big hit! We have sold 
out! Thank you to everyone who 
purchased the cards!

Parker Weeks and Eli Rhian sold cards on 
November 13.

Loft Christmas Party
The Loft children (all 5th-6th 

graders) will celebrate the 
season with a Christmas Party 
on Sunday, Dec. 11, from 5:30 
until 7 p.m. in the Loft on the 

second floor. 

Please RSVP by using the 
SignUp Genius link that was 

emailed and texted to parents 
or contact Lesley Ellison at 

601.467.5440 or lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org. 

Children’s Choir to 
Perform December 4
Our Children’s Choir, led by Carol 
Lucas Pittman, is looking forward 
to performing on Sunday, Dec. 4, 
during both the contemporary and 
traditional worship services. The choir 
will perform again that afternoon at 
The Claiborne! We are excited to visit 
our Parkway Heights friends who live 
at The Claiborne!

Special thanks to Anita Johnson for 
helping out with our Children’s Choir, 
as well.

Children’s Nativity Play
“Follow Us to Bethlehem,” our 
Children’s nativity program, will be 
held Sunday, Dec. 18, at 10 a.m. 
in Founders Hall. There will be no 
Sunday School that day. Following 
the program, we will serve light 
refreshments. If you’d like to help with 
the reception or provide cookies, 
please let Lesley know.

Children with main roles need to 
attend rehearsals on Wednesdays, 
Dec. 7 and 14, from 6 until 7 p.m. 
Children (preschool and older) who 
would like to serve as shepherds, 
sheep and angels should attend at 
least one of those practices. Sign up 
by contacting Lesley at lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org.

Children’s Christmas Cards

Alex & Patrick Yowell, Lesley Ellison, Sophia 
Sisemore and Jude Anderson at the food drive

Sunday School Teachers’ 
Christmas Luncheon
In appreciation for their ministry to 
our children, Children’s Sunday School 
teachers and their families are invited 
to join us for a Christmas luncheon on 
Sunday, Dec. 11, at 11:45 a.m. in the 
Youth Chapel. 



Mail Room

Prayer Concerns
• Debi Davenport, Pete Malley & 

Emily Shepard

Sympathy to...
• Marjorie Cervantes on the 

death of her sister, Charlotte 
Murray

Our mission: 
“To connect, equip and send people for Christ”

PHUMC Finances 
October 2022 
Income                              $133,287 
Expenses                           $129,247 
Net                                          $4,040

YTD Actual 
Income                           $1,214,466 
Expenses                        $1,260,925 
Net                                     $(45,459) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income        $1,278,371 
Actual Income              $1,214,466 
Budget Deficit                    $63,905

Dear Parkway Heights UMC,

Thank you for your donation of $535.84 to the University of Southern Mississippi 
Wesley Foundation, Inc. on 10/13/2022.

Partners like you empower us to be present on the college campus. Students 
experience a range of adversity during college. Wesley has positioned itself to be 
a support and resource for students with physical, spiritual or emotional needs. 
Thank you for empowering us to be present, even after the semester ends. 

As a reminder, the University of Southern Mississippi Wesley Foundation, Inc. is a 
501(c)(3) organization. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the extent allowed 
by law. No goods or services were provided in exchange for your generous 
donation.

Thank you for your commitment to making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world here at USM Wesley.

Sincerely,
University of Southern Mississippi Wesley Foundation, Inc.
Rev. Eric Davis, Executive Director

---

Thank you so much for donating at Wesley. My name is Henry Lopez. I am from 
Columbia, and your support makes it possible for people like me to receive 
blessings and help as well as to have a community where they feel welcome. 

PH PICS

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org  |  601.544.7873

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Founders Hall Service
9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School
10:45 a.m.: Sanctuary Service

Both worship services are livestreamed on 
various platforms. Find the links at  

parkwayheights.org.
 

The Open Door Community
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 

2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 
Open Door’s Facebook page

Please Note: The Church Office will be closed Friday, Dec. 23,  
and Monday, Dec. 26, for the Christmas holiday.

Thank you to everyone who 
helped decorate the church for 
Advent, such as Emily and Kate 
Rivers Keeton (pictured above). 

Left: We honored 
our members 
lost over the past 
year on All Saints 
Sunday, Nov. 6.

Bottom: Senior 
adults enjoyed a 
day trip to Touch 
of Glass Mosaic.


