
nation or religion. Jesus took that 
prophecy and ran with it — and still 
does!

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
There is a universal pain and a 
universal hope deeply embedded in 
every culture and nation on earth. 
Grace— God’s grace— is available 
to everyone who longs and aches. Just as God heard the 
cry of the slaves in Egypt, we believe that God hears the 
cry of all who are injured, forgotten, weak and lowly today. 
God is not going to stop working in this world until every 
person, every family and every community is restored...until 
we get back to: “and God saw all that he had made, and it 
was very good.”

Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
If this seems too good to be true, you have a case to make. 
Two thousand years and ticking and we still see such 
misery, divisiveness, greed, selfishness and sin! If you feel 
the urge to change the channel, ignore God’s big project 
for the world and simply bake the turkey, put up artificial 
light and hunker down, you have every right to do that.  

But know that Advent is stingy and persistent. Advent 
won’t let any of us shrink and domesticate God’s bold 
dream. We can turn church into a holy club and just 
worry about ourselves, but Jesus is still coming — not just 
after the lucky ones who are doing okay, but for all God 
has made. We can shut the door, but Advent will keep 
knocking. Advent is begging us to come to our senses and 
join Christ in the most audacious project ever, a project of 
love for all.  

Are you ready for Christ’s coming? I’m not, at least not yet. 
But we’ll get there if we remember that Christ has come 
and is coming to set us all free. It’s about letting Christ 
wake us up into becoming a part of God’s ridiculous, divine 
conspiracy to save the world. 

Wishing You an AUDACIOUS Advent, 
Bruce

Audacious Advent
 

These words are on page 196 of our United Methodist 
Hymnal. We sang this song on November 28 to kick off 
the season of Advent. Advent is the season right before 
Christmas, where we focus on the expectation and the 
coming of Christ. If you strip away all pretense and actually 
pay attention to what these words mean, you’ll realize how 
challenging Advent can be. Sing this song at your own risk.

Come, though long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people 
free;
Advent is an audacious expectation that God, revealed in 
Jesus Christ, is our constant hope. Advent is about actively 
believing that Christ still sets people free.  

This first line, written in 1744 by John Wesley, was especially 
meaningful for African slaves in the American colonies, the 
Caribbean, in South America and in Europe, who were in 
bondage and longed for the day that they, too, would be 
free. Freedom here was not simply abstract freedom; it was 
about markets in downtowns that sold people, chains, ships, 
split families, laws that prohibited movement, banning 
reading the Bible and marrying. Those who were enslaved 
and sitting in the lofts at Sunday morning worship weren’t 
buying sermons from white clergymen to accept their lot as 
God’s plan. They dreamed of freedom happening “on earth 
as it is in heaven.” Right here. Right now. Audacious!

From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in 
thee.
Many of us continue to be imprisoned by invisible chains 
of fear and sin. We are restless. We are exhausted. And we 
are looking for relief in all the wrong places. How might our 
church be a resting place for people who are sick and tired 
of being sick and tired? What practical ways can we embody 
rest for weary souls?

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth 
thou art; 
As we await Christmas, we remember that our story is 
embedded in another story long ago. The prophets ached 
for a time when God would rip open the heavens and re-
establish justice, kindness, love, hope and real community. 
Those prophets of old, part of Israel’s tradition, began to 
see that God was about to do a thing that was beyond any 

Bruce Case
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Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.



ADVENT
Christmas Services at 
The Open Door
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Sometimes, the Christmas season 
isn’t as joyful as Christmas cards and 
carols make it seem. To help those 
looking for the light in the midst of 
any darkness, a Blue Christmas service 
will be held Thursday, Dec. 9, at 6:30 
p.m. at The Open Door Community, 
located at 2180 Oak Grove Road in 
Hattiesburg.

During this time, 
we will remember 
those for whom 
the holiday brings 
a mixed bag — 
loss of family and 
friends, fear and 
anxiety, loneliness, 
limited health, financial challenges or 
just the struggle to “put on a happy 
face.”  This will be a time for either 
yourself or somebody you love to 
reflect on how God’s grace helps 
us through the holiday blues with 
hope and encouragement. Join your 
brothers and sisters in Christ who may 
need a shoulder on which to lean this 
year.

Advent Music Service to Be Held Sunday, Dec. 5
On Sunday, Dec. 5, we’ll worship together in a unique, 
combined service of sacred music at 10:30 a.m. We 
will begin in the Sanctuary, where our choir, along 
with an orchestra and guest singers, will present The 
Magnificat by Taylor Scott Davis.

The congregation will then proceed through the 
Atrium into Founders Hall and worship with music 
by our Praise Band. This will be a special time with 
music of the season, and we will end our service by 
celebrating holy communion together. 

Great Advent Date Experience
The Marriage Heights Great Advent Date Experience is back! Enhance your marriage with daily activities 
to do together. Pick up your calendar at church or join the Marriage Heights group on Facebook. As in 
years past, share your experiences on social media with the hashtag #MarriageHeights.

Children’s Christmas Play
Our children’s Christmas play, Come to the Manger, will 
take place Sunday, Dec. 19, during the Sunday School 
hour at 9:15 a.m. (There will be NO Sunday School that 
day.) All children who attend will be invited to dress up 
and participate in the play. No rehearsals are necessary! 
We hope everyone will plan to join us for a fun morning!

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE & MEAL
The Open Door Community will hold 
its Christmas Candlelight Service and 
meal on Thursday, Dec. 23, at 6:30 p.m. 
Everyone in the community is invited 
to attend this special night!

27 Voices of Advent
During this Advent season, we are 
offering a daily devotion, written 
by a staff person, member or friend 
of Parkway Heights. Our theme this 
Advent is: Look What Has Come Into 
the World. You’ll hear stories of hope 
and resilience as we help one another 
prepare for the coming of the Christ-
child! If you are interested in receiving 
a daily email, let us know by emailing 
brookebryan@parkwayheights.org.

Christmas Eve Services
After canceling our in-person 
Christmas Eve services last year due to 
COVID-19, we are thrilled to resume 
our Candlelight Services this year on 
Christmas Eve, Friday, Dec. 24. Two 
worship services will be held in the 
Sanctuary — one at 
4 p.m. and another 
at 6 p.m. Please 
plan to join us and 
invite a friend!



FYI
Men’s Ministry Burger & 
Fellowship
The next Men’s Ministry Burger & 
Fellowship will be held Thursday, Dec. 
9, at 5:30 p.m., at Hattiesburgers & 
Blues in Downtown Hattiesburg. All 
men are invited to come for some 
good food and good conversation.

You have probably heard or read 
something about our global 
denomination debating over issues 
of human sexuality, namely same-
sex marriage and the ordination of 
gay clergy. If not for COVID-19, our 
General Conference made up of 1,000 
delegates from all over the world 
would have likely met this past spring 
and made some sort of statement 
on how we as a denomination go 
forward. I’m not sure what they 
would have proposed or what they 
would have decided. Because of the 
pandemic, General Conference is 
now scheduled for the fall of 2022. 
There is already some discussion 
of postponing that conference as 
well. Because we have delegates in 
several countries in Africa, there is 
the real possibility that they will not 
have received vaccinations or be 
cleared for travel by the fall. Some are 
speculating that we may wait until 
2024, the time for the next regularly 
scheduled General Conference, to 
address the matter.  

Some churches in our state have 
decided not to wait for General 
Conference. They’ve voted to begin 
the process to disaffiliate from the 
denomination. Most churches will 
continue to talk, share and pray with 
one another for our greater church. 

Here’s what I want you to know:

Parkway Heights has always been a 
place where people gather to worship 
and serve Jesus, regardless of any 
differences of belief about this issue 
or a thousand other issues we could 
let divide us.  

Parkway Heights has always been a 
place where we strive to be kind and 
treat one another the same way we’d 
treat Jesus if he attended Parkway 
Heights (and I believe he does, for the 
record!).  

When the time is right, Parkway 
Heights will gather for Christian 
conversation around this issue to 
become better informed and to listen 
to one another in love.  

In the meantime, we will “keep on 
keeping on” until something changes. 
Parkway Heights will continue to 
focus on what’s most important to 
Jesus Christ — loving one another, 
the stranger and even the enemy. We 
will not waver one bit to that.

Can anyone predict the future? 
No. We can only live deeply in the 
present, trusting that as we struggle 
through very difficult issues, Christ 
will carry us through. There will always 

A Message from Bruce: The United Methodist Church and Holding It Together
be issues that 
threaten to divide 
us. That’s true for 
every single church 
and denomination 
on the planet. The 
question is this: will 
we let it divide us? 
I have spent my 
entire life in a denomination that held 
tension together. Sometimes I get a 
little jealous of churches that seem 
to not disagree on anything. Then I 
come to my senses: as soon as you 
get that second member to join your 
church, there will be disagreements.   

As your pastor, I’m going to love 
and minister to every single person 
that walks into the Atrium. I was 
taught that this was a mandate. It’s 
what made me glad to be a United 
Methodist. God is stronger than 
disagreement. God is stronger than 
differences. God is love. It is humanly 
impossible to hold it together, but 
with God, all things are possible. Let’s 
hang in there together and show 
the world that we can live out Jesus’ 
prayer “that they may be one.”  We can 
do it, with God’s help.

Also, please know that my office is 
always open if you’d like to talk about 
this situation.

Charge Conference
Our church’s Charge Conference 
will be held Monday, Dec. 6, at 6 
p.m. in the Sanctuary. All members 
of Parkway Heights are invited and 
encouraged to attend this meeting. 
We will look back on the past year and 
cast a vision for next year. We will also 
vote on a couple items of business.

Thank You!
Thank you to all of you who 

turned in your 2022 financial 
pledge. If you’d like to make a 
pledge, you can pick up a card 
at church or pledge online at 

parkwayheights.org/give.

g  g  g



FYI

Senior Adult Day Trip: December 9
 
Senior adults, are you ready to travel again?! All 
seniors are invited to attend a day trip to Touch of 
Glass Mosaic in Crystal Springs on Thursday, Dec. 9. 

The group will leave on the church vans at 8:30 
a.m. and return by 3 p.m. We’ll design our very own 
Christmas ornaments and enjoy lunch together. 
A variety of ornaments will be available for $15 or 
more. Cost will include your chosen ornament and 
lunch. Please note that the Touch of Glass studio 
only accepts cash, check and Venmo (no debit or 
credit cards).

Reserve your spot by Monday, Dec. 6, by calling 
Julie Collins at 601.544.7873 or emailing juliecollins@
parkwayheights.org. 

Holiday Grief
For grieving hearts, holidays are 
hard. For some of us, everything 
has changed. The sheer amount 
of change in our lives can be 
disorienting, painful and crushing. 
Add the holidays into the mix, 
and things can get even more 
demanding and challenging. 
No wonder this is hard! During 
holidays, it seems like the world 
goes one way, and grieving hearts 
go another. We can feel more 
disconnected and lonely. This is 
common. 

Holiday grief emotions can be all 
over the map: sadness, anger, fear, 
guilt, anxiety, shame, hopelessness. 
Some of these emotions are 
overwhelming and scary. Gary Roe, 

author and grief specialist, shared a 
few quick tips for dealing with grief 
in a recent virtual hangout Zoom 
session. Here are a few ideas:

The A.I.R. Method:
• A = Acknowledge the emotion: 

“I’m anxious.”
• I = Identify the thought behind 

the emotion: “I’m anxious 
because I was just thinking 
about a holiday tradition that 
I don’t know what to do with 
now.”

• R = Release the emotion: “I 
choose to release this anxiety 
and trust the answer I need will 
come.” 

There are also the A.B.C.’s of holiday 
grief:
• A = Accept yourself and the 

emotions that come.

• B= Beware 
of isolation 
and 
unhealthy 
influences.

• C = 
Connect 
with healthy, safe people. 

Be kind to yourself this holiday 
season. Reach out if you need 
someone to listen, encourage 
and pray for you without 
judgment or advice and with 
full confidentiality. Our Stephen 
Ministers and our staff are here for 
you. You are not alone. 
 
To connect with a Stephen 
Minister or staff member, 
please contact Julie Collins at 
601.544.7873 or juliecollins@
parkwayheights.org.

SENIOR ADULTS
GLORY Club Game Day to Return
GLORY Club, which stands for God’s Legion of Retired 
Youth, will resume its weekly game days on Tuesday, Jan. 
11, 2022! Mark your calendars! We want to thank Debra 
Topp and Diane Fisher for serving as the coordinators for 
our Tuesday game days. They were doing a terrific job 
in their new roles until we decided to temporarily halt 
game days when COVID cases spiked a few months ago.

All senior adults are invited to attend game days and 
enjoy some mahjongg, Mexican dominoes and
bridge. There’s room for everyone!

NORTH OF 70 DIRECTORY
We are currently working on a membership 

directory listing all our members age 70+. We 
hope to have it available in the new year.



OUTREACH

Breadbasket Update
The Breadbasket food ministry 
currently serves about 10 families 
per week from its pantry. This 
ministry is the partnership of several 
different congregations in the area 
and serves both Hattiesburg and 
Petal.

In years past, Parkway Heights has 
collected canned goods for the 
Christmas meal baskets provided by 
Breadbasket food ministry to those 
in our community in need. We will 
not be collecting those items this 
year. Both last year and this year, 
Breadbasket is providing gift cards 
for the families in place of actual 
baskets of food. Thank you for your 
continued support!

Christmas-Easter Offering
Each week we receive numerous requests for assistance. Our neighbors are often struggling to put food on the table,     
purchase medications and even keep a roof over their heads. Unfortunately, we cannot always help. We use our best    
judgment to assist those we can.

To fund this ministry, twice a year we ask our congregation to contribute to our benevolence fund, which we call the 
“Christmas-Easter Offering.”  These funds are also used when new mission and ministry opportunities arise, which do not 
have support from our current budget. When you receive your letter soon, please consider contributing. Our communion 
offering collected on Sunday, Dec. 5, will also go to this fund.

This type of generosity blesses those in need. Parkway Heights is known as a church that cares about the community and 
helps in so many other ways. Thank you! 

Wesley Worldwide Wishes
The Wesley Foundation at the University of Southern Mississippi has started a 
new initiative, Wesley Worldwide Wishes, which will provide Christmas presents 
for international students who will not be able to return home for the holidays.

Names of about a dozen international students are 
hanging on a tree at the Wesley Foundation. Anyone 
can take a name, buy a gift that is listed on that student’s 
wish list and return it to the Wesley Foundation. 

“I’m so grateful and happy because my name has already been taken from the 
tree, and I feel like I’m going to have a Christmas,” said Henry Lopez, a graduate 
student in piano from Colombia.

“I feel blessed to have my Christmas wish list put up and hopefully get taken, and 
that’s just wonderful,” said Alexander Haastrup, a senior from Nigeria majoring in 
computer engineering.

If you’d like to adopt an international student, you can call 601.268.6889 or email 
usmwesley@gmail.com. Gifts need to be returned by December 20.

A Few Woodley Families Still Available for Adoption
Adopting a Woodley Elementary School family in need is a great project for 
Sunday School classes, small groups and families. Woodley Elementary School’s 
administration has selected several families in need of assistance this holiday 
season. Although we thought we had all families covered, we are actually in 
need of a few more groups to each adopt a small family.

Gifts will need to be wrapped and delivered to the school office for pickup by 
parents on December 20. Information with children’s ages and sizes will be 
provided. If you would like to help in this way, please contact Wes Arrington 
(wesarrington@parkwayheights.org). Thank you!

Thank You!
We are grateful for all the gift cards 
we received for Methodist Children’s 
Homes of Mississippi! The cards will 
be used to purchase Christmas gifts 
and to provide for immediate needs 
of the children. Parkway Heights 
also purchased 48 duffel bags that 
children will receive when they arrive 
at Methodist Children’s Homes. Thank 
you for your support!



YOUTH

SN@P SNAPS

On November 7, our youth 
painted bowls for the Empty 
Bowls fundraiser for Edwards 

Street Fellowship Center.

Fall Confirmation 2021
On November 14, we welcomed 13 young people as professing members 

of our church through confirmation. We are very proud of these  
confirmands, and we ask you to continue to pray for them during this 

important time in their lives.

The confirmands attended a confirmation 
retreat November 6-7. Bible skits are always a 
favorite!

The confirmation retreat for the confirmands 
and youth and adult volunteers was held at 
Timber Creek Camp.

Four confirmands were also baptized:  
Madeline Carter, Kara Cooper, Mallie Rainey 
and David Allen Cullop.

December Schedule
• Dec. 5 @ 5 p.m. - SN@P Games & 

Worship Night

• Dec. 12 @ 5 p.m. - Exam Study 
Break - Come hang out, grab 
some snacks and take a break 
from studying

• Dec. 19 @ 5 p.m. - SN@P 
Christmas Party - Enjoy games, 
ugly Christmas sweater/PJ contest 
and more!

• Dec. 26 - No SN@P - Merry 
Christmas & Happy New Year!

D Group Dates
Our youth Disciple Groups (D-Groups) 
are going great this semester! 
D-Groups will meet as usual on 
Wednesday, Dec. 8. D-Group  
Christmas parties will be held 
Wednesday, Dec. 15. Each group 
should talk to their leader for more  
information. There will be no 
D-Groups on December 22.

We were excited to hold a combined worship 
service in the Sanctuary for confirmation on 
November 14.

Rev. Eric Davis of the Southern 
Miss Wesley Foundation was 

the guest speaker at SN@P on 
November 14.

Gift-Wrapping Fundraiser
Our Youth Ministry is holding a gift-
wrapping fundraiser! Bring your gift 
items to church on Sundays from now 
until December 19 between 9 and 
10:30 a.m. Our youth or their parents 
will wrap your gifts, and you can take 
them back home on the same day. 

The cost is $3 for a small gift, $5 for a 
medium gift and $10 for a large gift. 
This project will help our youth raise 
funds for retreats, mission trips and 
other activities. Thank you for your 
support!



Loft Christmas Party

All 5th & 6th graders are invited!

Sunday, Dec.12, 4-6 p.m.
at the Brelands’ home 

 6758 Highway 98 in Hattiesburg

Bring a gift under $10. 
We’ll play “Dirty Santa” and have 

pizza. Sign up with Lesley to 
bring drinks, sides or Christmas 

treats to share.  
Hope you can come! 

Save the Date for 
Created by God
Parents of fifth, sixth and seventh 
graders, Created by God has been 
scheduled for January 28-29. Created 
by God (Abingdon Press) is a wonder-
ful resource that helps parents equip 
their children with knowledge about 
human development and sexuality. It 
teaches that human sexuality is part 
of God’s wonderful creation and ad-
dresses human sexuality, values and 
relationships in a frank, honest and 
Bible-based manner. 

This class is taught over the course 
of a Friday night and Saturday morn-
ing by members and friends of our 
congregation who are professionals in 
this field. Stay tuned for more infor-
mation in the coming weeks.

CHILDREN
Children’s Bell Choir
Our Children’s Bell Choir will  
perform on Sunday, Dec. 12, in both 
the traditional and contemporary 
worship services. Special thanks to 
Carol Lucas Pittman for leading our 
children in this choir! We are excited 
for their upcoming performance!

Loft Fall Retreat

The Loft 
group 
enjoyed 
making 
s’mores 
over a fire 
at their fall 
retreat.

The Loft kids 
and their 
leaders had 
a great time 
at the home 
of Pam and 
Tim Breland 
on November 
12-13.

Eleven of our fifth and sixth graders gathered at the home of Pam and Tim Bre-
land for an overnight retreat November 12-13. In addition to playing and eating 
yummy food, the children spent the weekend talking about how to let God walk 
with them when they are afraid, sad or just struggling with feeling good about 
themselves, so they can receive every good thing God has for them.

Special thanks to Pam and Tim for hosting, to Susan Eaton for leading our ses-
sions and to Teddi Sisemore for chaperoning and leading games.

Children’s Christmas 
Program
ALL KIDS ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE!
The children’s Christmas program, 
Come to the Manger, is scheduled for 
Sunday, Dec. 19, at 9:15 a.m. in Found-
ers Hall. All children who attend will 
be able to dress up and participate 
as an angel, shepherd, magi or star 
on the morning of the play - without 
coming to rehearsals. If your child 
plans to participate, please arrive a 
few minutes early to find a costume.

Children who will serve as leaders and 
speakers will need to attend rehears-
als on Sunday, Dec. 12, at 1 p.m. and 
Wednesday, Dec. 15, at 6 p.m. 

ADULT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We need adults to help out on the 
morning of the Christmas program. If 
you can volunteer to serve at a cos-
tume station or craft station, please let 
Lesley know by calling 601.544.7873 
or emailing her at lesleyellison@ 
parkwayheights.org.

SS Teacher Party
Our children’s Sunday 

School teachers and their 
families are invited to a 

Christmas party on Friday, 
Dec. 17, at 6 p.m. at the 

church. Lindsey Lewis will 
lead games; we’ll have 
Qdoba to eat; and we’ll 

play “Dirty Santa.” (Bring a 
gift under $10 for anyone 
who wants to participate.)  
Text Lesley at 601.467.5440 

or email lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org to 

RSVP how many from your 
family will attend.

IF YOU DID NOT PICK UP AN 
ADVENT FAMILY DEVOTIONAL 

& STICKER SET AT PREPARE HIM 
ROOM AND YOU’D LIKE ONE, 

PLEASE LET LESLEY KNOW.  
COPIES ARE STILL AVAILABLE!



IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

TRUNK OR TREAT  We were excited to bring back Trunk or Treat on October 31 
after missing last year due to COVID-19. The event was a tremendous success 
with dozens of families and children participating. Thank you to all our members 
and friends who hosted trunks (including the Lewises and Wards above)!

ADVENT DECORATING  Big thanks 
go to all our members and friends 
who came on November 21 to 
decorate the church for Advent.

NEW MEMBERS  We were so happy 
to welcome Derek, Amy and Graham 
Arrington as new members of Parkway 
Heights on November 28. Graham was 
also confirmed as part of our fall  
confirmation class on November 14.

WOMEN’S CONNECTION EVENT  
Our Women’s Ministry enjoyed eating 
out together at Keg and Barrel on 
November 15. 

PREPARE HIM ROOM  We kicked off 
the season of Advent on November 
28 with our Prepare Him Room cele-
bration. A great time was had by all!

WE ALSO WELCOME  Chris, Amanda 
and Kara Cooper, who joined as new 
members on November 28. Amanda 
serves as our church financial  
administrator, and Kara was part of 
the fall confirmation class as well. 

CHOIR PARTY  Our Sanctuary Choir 
had fun at a Halloween party on 
October 27.



Dear Parkway Heights Friends, 
 
Thank you for making a difference in our community through your kind support 
of Edwards Street Fellowship Center. As we reflect on the many ways our minis-
tries are blessed, your generosity is high on our Thanksgiving list!
 
Every day at Edwards Street Fellowship Center, we see evidence of God’s love 
shining through to make life brighter and healthier for neighbors in need. A few 
highlights include:

• THRIFT STORE: Our thrift store staff has enjoyed gathering school  
uniform items for the new clothing closet (The PAWS-et) at Hattiesburg 
High School! Students from the school’s vocational rehab program will 
maintain The PAWS-et, assisting at-risk classmates with free school and 
work clothing, basic hygiene items and laundry services. The program will 
promote success at school and work for struggling students while provid-
ing pre-vocational skills for students with disabilities.

• FELLOWSHIP HEALTH CLINIC: Volunteers and staff work with pharmaceu-
tical companies’ Patient Assistance Programs (PAPs) to secure expensive 
prescription medications (such as insulin and breathing inhalers) for our 
patients for free. Since January 2020, meds valued at more than $300,000 
have been provided at no cost to Fellowship Clinic patients.

• FOOD PANTRY: Our food bags are standardized with an assortment of 
nourishing food groups — meat, vegetables, fruit, rice, beans, soup and a 
bonus item or two. With ongoing generous support from you and others in 
our community, we have added bonus items to the standard assortment, 
including peanut butter, applesauce, cereal and oatmeal. We distribute 
around 3,000 bags of groceries every month, so adding just one item to 
every bag is a significant investment. Thank you for making that possible!   

 
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salva-
tion. Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and 
song.  Psalm 95:1-2
 
With Gratitude for You,
Ann McCullen
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Dear Bruce,

Thanks to you and the people of 
Parkway Heights for the great space to 
have our meetings this week. I pray that 
you will be blessed during the holiday 
season as you make Jesus known in 
the community. Thanks again for your 
hospitality.

Your Servant in Christ,
Rev. Rickey Haynes

MAIL ROOM
A Few Thank You Messages from  
Southern Miss Wesley Foundation:

Thank you for providing lunch for us! 
The BBQ was amazing, and everyone re-
ally enjoyed it. Many students who eat 
lunch with us on Tuesdays need a meal 
in between classes and want to spend 
time in a community that accepts 
them. Thank you for providing lunch; it 
helps us create a space for students to 
get to know each other. - Marissa Miller, 
junior

The food was great. Thank you for  
caring about our USM student  
community. - Brandon 

Thank you for the meal! I appreciate it 
dearly. - AG

Thank you so much for all you do!  
- Sarah

Wes and Parkway Heights Staff,

Thank you all so much for allowing us 
to use your beautiful facility as we strive 
to serve those with specific needs in 
our community. I enjoyed working with 
you all to organize today’s events. Call 
on us if we can ever be of assistance to 
Parkway.

Sincerely,
Carol Sibley, Junior Auxiliary

Dear Wes,

On behalf of all the teachers and 
students who participated in the 2021 
Hattiesburg Music Teachers League 
Composer Festival held on November 
19 and 20, I want to express our deep 
appreciation to you and the church 
officers of Parkway Heights United 
Methodist Church for serving as the 
host venue for our biennial Compos-
er Festival. From hosting the teacher 
workshop on Friday morning and the 
four student recitals and autograph 
parties on Friday evening and Saturday 
morning, your gracious hospitality and 
generosity were greatly appreciated 
by everyone involved. Your assistance 
and the generous support of Parkway 
Heights UMC made this year’s festival 
possible for our wonderful students and 
their families.

Thank you again for graciously hosting 
the 2021 HMTL Composer Festival for 
our students and for your assistance in 
making it a big success. We are forever 
grateful. 

With Deep Appreciation, 
Laura Broughton, D.M.A., NCTM
Chair, 2021 HMTL Composer Festival



PHUMC Finances  
October 2021 
Income ......................................... $109,521 
Expenses .................................... $142,972 
Net ..................................................... $(33,451) 
 

YTD Actual 
Income .................................... $1,297,028 
Expenses ............................... $1,292,268 
Net ............................................................ $4,760 
 

YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income .... $1,334,167 
Actual Income ............... $1,297,028 
Budget Deficit ........................ $37,139

Prayer Concerns
Walter Didlake, Pete Malley and 
Marty Woodall

Sympathy To... 
• Jean Jordan on the death of 

her son, Robert
• Helen Moss on the death of 

her sister, Judith
• the family of Sara Brewton
• the family of Jim Lockey

Our mission:  
To connect, equip and send 

people for Christ

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family Pastor 

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries 

Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Word & Table Service

9:15 a.m.: Sunday School
10:30 a.m.: Traditional Service in  

Sanctuary & Contemporary Service in 
Founders Hall & live on Facebook

 
The Open Door Community

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 

Open Door’s Facebook page

UPCOMING EVENTS
Advent Music Service

Sunday, Dec. 5 / 10:30 a.m.
Sanctuary & Founders Hall

Charge Conference
Monday, Dec. 6 / 6 p.m.

Sanctuary

Senior Adult Day Trip
Thursday, Dec. 9 / 8:30 a.m.

Touch of Glass Mosaic  
in Crystal Springs

Men’s Burger & Fellowship
Thursday, Dec. 9 / 5:30 p.m.

Hattiesburgers & Blues

Blue Christmas Service
Thursday, Dec. 9 / 6:30 p.m.
The Open Door Community

2180 Oak Grove Road

Children’s Bell Choir 
Performance

Sunday, Dec. 12 / 10:30 a.m.
Both worship services

Come to the Manger 
Children’s Play

Sunday, Dec. 19 / 9:15 a.m.
Founders Hall

Open Door Candlelight 
Service & Meal

Thursday, Dec. 23 / 6:30 p.m.
2180 Oak Grove Road

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Services

Friday, Dec. 24 / 4 & 6 p.m. 
Sanctuary

Church Office Closed
Friday, Dec. 24 & 
Monday, Dec. 27

Combined Worship Service
Sunday, Dec. 26 / 10:30  a.m.

Sanctuary
(NO 8:30 service or Sunday School)

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
 

Please note that we will NOT 
have Sunday School on 
December 19 (children’s 

play) or December 26.

There will also be NO  
8:30 a.m. Word & Table  

service on December 26.


