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A few 
months 
ago, my 
extended 
family 
recognized 
the end of 
an era. My 
father and 
uncles sold 
the house 
on Storm 
Avenue in 

Brookhaven. This was the house 
my grandparents designed, built 
and lived in for 60 years. After 
my grandfather died some eight 
years ago, the house has been 
used for family gatherings or as 
lodging for family and friends 
when we had a chance to come 
to town to visit.  

We were invited one last time to 
take something from the house 
before the sale. My family chose 
to take the everyday plates my 
grandmother used. I remember 
vividly the Sunday meals, 
Saturday lunches, birthdays and 
holiday feasts on these plates. 
More times than not, these are 
the plates I now pull out of my 
cabinet for a sandwich at lunch or 

for dinner. If you turn the plates over, 
you’ll see “Thelma Case” written in 
permanent marker. It makes perfect 
sense!

These plates 
got around 
Brookhaven. 
For decades, 
they were 
brought to 
church for 
covered dish 
events. They 
went out 
the door for 
someone 
who needed a 
meal. Nanny loved to share food, but 
please, if you can, return the plate!

We are in the midst of the season 
of sharing, and we just concluded 
our stewardship campaign (but you 
can still fill out a pledge and send it 
in!). Sharing is at the heart of what 
followers of Jesus do. We share 
because God shares with us! Right?

In Robert Fulgham’s book, All I 
Really Needed to Know I Learned 
in Kindergarten, the very first rule 
is: “Share Everything.” Generosity, 
like any other gift, takes a lifetime 

Share Everything

to cultivate. You need a few 
role models and a church full 
of people who are learning 
alongside you. 

My prayer is that by the end 
of your life, someone will find 
something in permanent ink that 
reminds them that you did your 
best to share with others what 
God entrusted to you. Generosity 
is witness. Let’s give with glad and 
generous hearts. Always.

Peace,
Bruce

33 “...But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him 
and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to 
an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii,[k] gave them to the innkeeper and said, ‘Take care 
of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to 
him, “Go and do likewise.”  Luke 10:33-37

Bruce Case

Bruce’s grandmother 
wrote her name 

on the back of her plates.

Rescheduled: Drive-Thru 
Prepare Him Room
Due to inclement weather, our 
Drive-Thru Prepare Him Room 
event was rescheduled from its 
original date to Wednesday, Dec. 
2, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. We hope 
everyone will drive through our 
parking lot for a fun experience!



Christmas Concert with Sam Bruton & Friends
Get in the Christmas spirit with some jazzed 
up renditions of Christmas classics! Sam 
Bruton & Friends will hold a concert at Parkway 
Heights in Founders Hall at 7 p.m. on Sunday, 
Dec. 13. Joining Sam on piano will be Jennifer 
Bruton, vocals; Larry Panella, saxophone; David 
Pellow, bass; and Drew Wooton, drums. 

You can attend the concert in person or watch it live on the church’s 
Facebook page (as long as Facebook cooperates). A recording of the concert 
will also be available to watch later on the church website.

ADVENT

Christmas Services at 
Open Door Community
Blue Christmas Service
The year 2020 has been tough for 
everyone. Some of us might have 
a hard time finding Christmas 
joy this year. To help us beat the 
holiday blues, a Blue Christmas 
Service will be held Thursday, Dec. 
17, at 6:30 p.m. at The Open Door 
Community, located at 2180 Oak 
Grove Road in Hattiesburg.

During this 
time, we will 
remember 
those for 
whom the 
holiday brings 
a mixed 
bag — loss 
of family 
and friends, fear and anxiety, 
loneliness, limited health, financial 
struggles or just the struggle to 
“put on a happy face.”  This will 
be a time for either yourself or 
somebody you love to reflect on 
how God’s grace helps us through 
the holidays with hope and 
encouragement. Even if you have 
plenty of Christmas spirit, you 
are welcome to attend to show 
support for your brothers and 
sisters in Christ.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
A Candlelight Service will be 
held outdoors at The Open Door 
Community (2180 Oak Grove Road 
in Hattiesburg) on Christmas  
Eve — Thursday, Dec. 24, at 5:30 
p.m. 

Everyone is invited to celebrate 
Jesus’ birth at this beautiful 
service.

Christmas Eve Video
As we did on Good Friday earlier 
this year, we will release a recorded 
Christmas service on Christmas Eve, 
Thursday, Dec. 24, at 6 p.m. on our 
Facebook page and website. 

This beautiful video will be a 
meaningful way to celebrate Christ’s 
birth. Make plans to watch with your 
family at your convenience. A big 
“Thank You” goes to Alex Doleac and 
the Southern Chorale vocal group 
for the production of this video.

Christmas Candlelight Service: December 22
Unfortunately, we will not be able to hold our traditional Candlelight Service 
on Christmas Eve this year, due to the large number of people who typically 
attend. However, we have a terrific alternative! In order to accommodate a 
large group, we will hold a Christmas Candlelight Service on Tuesday, Dec. 
22, at 6 p.m. in Town Square Park, located at 100 Main Street in Downtown 
Hattiesburg. 

Limited parking will be available close to the park for our older and more 
vulnerable members. (Please watch for our volunteers directing traffic.) These 
members will be able to remain in their vehicles and listen to the service on 
their radios. All others attending the service should plan to bring their own 
chairs.

We are looking forward to this new worship experience and safely celebrating 
the coming of our Savior. Invite a friend or neighbor to join you!

Kids’ Virtual Pageant
In addition to our Christmas Eve 
video, on Wednesday, Dec. 23, at 6 
p.m., we will release a video of our 
children performing in a Christmas 
pageant. This video will feature our 
children narrating and acting out 
the Christmas story and singing 
Christmas songs. This creative, 
online-only pageant allows for our 
children to participate and our 
adults to watch in a safer manner. 
The video will be featured on our 
church Facebook page and website.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES



Great Advent Date Experience
As part of our Marriage 
Heights Marriage 
Ministry, we are once 
again providing the 
annual Great Advent 
Date Experience for 
our married couples 
to do together during 
Advent. We hope these 
daily activities will 
enrich your marriage by encouraging you to spend time 
each day having fun and making memories. 

You can pick up a calendar in the Atrium at church, 
or you can join the Marriage Heights Facebook group 
to see daily posts. The activities began on November 
29, but you’re not too late to take part! Like always, we 
encourage you to please post pictures of your activities 
on social media with the hashtag #MarriageHeights, so 
we can all keep up with the fun!

ADVENT

Each week we receive numerous requests for assistance. Especially this 
year, our neighbors are struggling to put food on the table, purchase 
medications and even keep a roof over their heads. Unfortunately, we 
cannot always help. We use our best judgment to assist those we can. 

To fund this ministry, we ask our congregation to contribute to our 
benevolence fund, which we call the “Christmas/Easter Offering.”  This year, 
with the pandemic’s arrival in the spring, we did not ask for donations at 
Easter time. Therefore, our Christmas/Easter fund is lower than normal.

This fund is also used when new mission and ministry opportunities arise, 
which do not have support from our current budget. Everyone should be 
receiving a letter about this offering soon. Please consider contributing. 
This type of generosity blesses many in need. Parkway Heights is known 
as a church that cares about the community and helps in a multitude of 
ways. Thank you!

DECEMBER COMMUNION OFFERING & FIRST SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE
 
The communion offering collected Sunday, Dec. 6, will also go to our 
Christmas/Easter Offering. We hope you can contribute as you are able. We 
are grateful for your support!

Our food drive on Sunday, Dec. 6, will go to Eagles Nest food pantry at the 
University of Southern Mississippi to benefit students and faculty in need.

Christmas/Easter OfferingAdopt-a-Woodley Family
There are still a few families from 
Woodley Elementary School available 
to be adopted for Christmas this year. 
This is the perfect project for Sunday 
School classes, small groups and 
families. Please help if you can!

Woodley Elementary School’s 
administration has selected several 
families in need of assistance this
holiday season. Gifts will need to 
be wrapped and delivered to the 
school office for pickup by parents 
by Tuesday, Dec. 15. Information 
with children’s ages and sizes will be 
provided.

If you’d like to help 
with this project, 
please contact 
Wes Arrington at 
wesarrington@
parkwayheights.org 
or 601.544.7873. 
Thank you!

Advent Worship Series
Our Advent worship series, How We Wait, is teaching us to 
avoid the Christmas craziness and wait, watch and listen 
for the coming of Christ. If there’s any year we need to 
learn how to wait, it’s 2020! Join us in person or online 
December 6, 13 and 20 as we continue this series. 

Thank you To everyone who helped 
decoraTe our building for advenT! 

iT is beauTiful, and we are graTeful for 
your hard work!



FYI

Calling All PHUMC Men!
Men of all ages are invited to a 
Men’s Resiliency Summit via Zoom 
on Wednesday, Dec. 9, at 7 p.m. 
We will spend an hour discussing:

-  How are you dealing with the 
adversity of the pandemic in your 
home and your work?
-  What wisdom can we share with 
one another on being resilient?
-  How can we use this season to 
be stronger on the other side in 
our homes, work and family?

Watch your email and social media 
for the Zoom link. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to reenergize and 
refocus!

YOUTH

Congrats to Mr. Ole Miss: Cade Slaughter
Parkway Heights would like to congratulate our own Cade Slaughter for being named Mr. Ole Miss. 
This honor is the highest title bestowed on a male student by fellow students at the University of 
Mississippi in Oxford. Cade is the son of Susan Slaughter and the late Jay Slaughter. 

As Mr. Ole Miss, Cade will spend the next year working with Miss Ole Miss on a philanthropy project 
and raising funds for various partners. Parkway Heights is proud of Cade and his many achievements 
at Ole Miss. Way to go, Cade!

Susan and Cade 
Slaughter at the Ole Miss 

Homecoming game

Wesley Club 40th Anniversary
Parkway Heights’ Wesley Club was founded in 1980. To celebrate its 40th 
anniversary this year, the InMission newsletter has shared pictures of Wesley Club 
throughout the years. We hope you’ve enjoyed this walk down memory lane. 

Santa Claus made a visit to the Wesley Club 
Christmas party in 1981.

The incoming Wesley Club officers were 
installed at the Christmas gathering in 2005.

December Schedule
• Sunday, Dec. 6 - SN@P & D-Groups, 4:30-6 p.m. - 

Mission Project for Edwards Street Fellowship Center

• Sunday, Dec. 13 - D-Group Christmas Parties, time TBD

• Sunday, Dec. 20 - Outdoor Christmas Movie, 5-7 p.m.

• Sunday, Dec. 27 - No SN@P or D-Groups - Merry 
Christmas!

Edwards Street Food Drive 
Thank you to everyone 
who donated food for the 
youth group’s food drive for 
Edwards Street Fellowship 
Center’s food pantry. We 
are proud of our youth for 
collecting 175 cans of food! 
Each of the D-Groups were 
in a friendly competition for 
who could collect the most. 
Jen Case’s ninth and tenth 
grade girls were the winners!

Jen Case’s D-Group celebrated their 
win in the food drive competition 

with ice cream!



CHILDREN

Fifth Grade Bibles
Our fifth graders received Bibles on November 8 during both the 9 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. services. The fifth graders are: Cela Batson, Keelie Brandt, Jack 
Burks, Pearl Cullop, Kendall Ingram, Julia Lee, Kabry Lewis, Rossie Norton, 
Wyatt Walsh, Emery Ward and Vivi Leigh Yarbrough.

Fifth graders in the 9 a.m. service Fifth graders in the 10:30 a.m. service

Wanted: Angels & Shepherds!
Planning for the Parkway Heights Virtual Christmas Pageant is going 
well, and we would love to involve as many of our children as possible! 
We are in need of still photographs of your little shepherds and angels. 
It’s easy to participate in this way! 

Here’s what to do:
• Photograph your kids dressed as angels, singing and praising God!
• Take pictures of your kids dressed as shepherds looking surprised or 

worshipful. They may be photographed running, walking, talking or 
kneeling. Have fun with it!

• Contact Lesley to borrow costumes from the church if you need them.
• Email the photographs to lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org by 

December 6. (We can even use photographs from past Christmas 
pageants!)

Join Us for Children’s 
Time Each Sunday!
We would love to see you and your 
preschool and elementary-aged 
children in Children’s Time at 10 a.m. 
on Sunday mornings in the Youth 
Chapel. 

Children’s Time is planned especially 
for children around the worship 
theme of the day. We enjoy singing, 
praying, storytelling and games. 
Children and adults wear masks and 
are spaced in family groups six feet 
apart. And, good news: you no longer 
need to RSVP for Children’s Time! 

Nursery News
We have been so happy to see our 
babies and toddlers in the nursery 
once again! And we are excited to 
announce that our nursery is now 
open for children in Pre-K or younger! 

We are in need of volunteers to serve 
for one service a month, alongside 
our paid staff. Contact Lesley at 
lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org or 
Clair at clairspeed@parkwayheights.org 
to serve as a nursery volunteer. Please 
continue to RSVP to reserve your 
child’s spot in the nursery. Thanks!

The nursery staff 
made some 
Thanksgiving 
crafts with the 
little ones in the 
nursery.

Mac Folkes 
had fun in the 

nursery on 
November 8.

Loft Lake Thoreau Day
Our Lake Thoreau Day for the fifth and sixth graders has been rescheduled for 
Saturday, Dec. 5. The Loft kids will meet at Lake Thoreau Environmental Center 
from 3:30 until 5:30 p.m. for a guided hike around the lake, a campfire and 
s’mores. Parents are welcome (but not required) to attend. All fifth and sixth 
graders are invited.

Our Loft kids are also still enjoying their weekly 
Zoom gatherings every Sunday afternoon at 4 
p.m. If you know any fifth or sixth graders who 
would like to participate, make sure Lesley has their 
contact information.



Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends, 

I want to express my sincerest thanks 
for all of the prayers and concerns, 
calls, cards and expressions of support 
for Mary and me during my recent 
surgery, hospitalization and recu-
peration. I certainly felt the power of 
prayer and am so thankful for all of 
the support. I am very thankful for 
Parkway Heights UMC and for the op-
portunity to worship and serve with a 
wonderful congregation. Again, thank 
you so much for your prayers!

-David Turner

Prayer Concerns
• Marie Jones, Ollie Jean Lane, 

Kent Oliver, Dempsey Parker, 
Bill Phillips, Billy Slay, Charles 
Swinson, Ken Waites and Elaine 
Walz

Praise...
• for the birth of Rivers Kathryn 

Robertson, born to Lauren and 
Ryan Robertson on November 
19, 2020

Our mission: “To connect, equip 
and send people for Christ”

PHUMC Finances 
October 2020 
Income                              $116,464 
Expenses                           $156,323 
Net                                     $(39,859)

YTD Actual 
Income                           $1,220,270 
Expenses                        $1,335,835 
Net                                   $(115,565) 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income        $1,456,173 
Actual Income              $1,220,207 
Budget Deficit                 $235,966

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

UPCOMING EVENTS
Men’s Summit

Wednesday, Dec. 9 / 7-8 p.m.
Via Zoom

Sam Bruton & Friends 
Christmas Concert

Sunday, Dec. 13 / 7 p.m.
Founders Hall & online

Blue Christmas Service
Thursday, Dec. 17 / 6:30 p.m.
The Open Door Community

Christmas Candlelight Service
Tuesday, Dec. 22 / 6 p.m.

Town Square Park

Virtual Christmas Pageant
Wednesday, Dec. 23 / 6 p.m.

Watch Facebook and our website!

Christmas Eve Video Released
Thursday, Dec. 24 / 6 p.m.

Watch Facebook and our website!

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
at the Open Door Community

Thursday, Dec. 24 / 5:30 p.m.
Outside at the Open Door

Church Office Closed
Thursday, Dec. 24 & Friday, Dec. 25

PH HAPPENINGS

Parkway Heights provided a meal 
for the Hattiesburg High School 
band on November 6. Thanks to 
all our volunteers who help 
support this partnership!

On November 29, we were 
pleased to baptize Lott Taylor 
Broussard. Lott is the son of Sarah 
and Adam Broussard and the 
grandson of Debbie and Rick 
Zachary. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
We will only have ONE worship service 

at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 27.

Sunday Worship
9 a.m.: Traditional Service  

in the Sanctuary
10 a.m.: Children’s Time 

in Youth Chapel
10:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service in 

Founders Hall & on Facebook
4 p.m.: Parking Lot Communion

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road & on 

Facebook: Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

2021 Commitments
THANK YOU to everyone who has 
turned in a 2021 estimated giving 
card. If you did not turn in a card, 
you can still complete a pledge 

card online at 
parkwayheights.org/give. 


