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UPCOMING EVENTS
Prepare Him Room
Sunday, Dec. 1 / 5 p.m.
Parents’ Night Out
Friday, Dec. 6 / 6-9:30 p.m.
Special Music Presentation
Sunday, Dec. 8 / 9:45 a.m.
Atrium
Blue Christmas Service
Thursday, Dec. 12 / 6:30 p.m.
The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Children’s Choir Performance
Sunday, Dec. 15 / 8:30 & 11 a.m.
Wesley Club Meeting
Thursday, Dec. 19 / 11:45 a.m.
Founders Hall
A Child Is Born Nativity Play
Sunday, Dec. 22 / 9:45 a.m.
Founders Hall
NO Sunday School that day
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Services
Sunday, Dec. 24 / 4 & 6 p.m.
Sanctuary
Church Office Closed
Tuesday, Dec. 24 &
Wednesday, Dec. 25
Open Door Candlelight Service
Thursday, Dec. 26 / 6:30 p.m.
2180 Oak Grove Road
Combined Worship Service
Sunday, Dec. 29 / 10 a.m.
Sanctuary
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Remembering Christmas
A couple of weeks ago I was able to
spend one Friday night with my son in
Madison. We went to our old familiar
restaurant where our family would
eat on special occasions. We walked
into The Sambra, a Tex Mex eat place,
hungry for a couple of steak fajitas.
When we walked in, a young woman
at the welcoming desk there began to
smile. She did not look familiar to me,
but I could tell she was looking at me
like she was my long lost cousin.
“Do I know you?” I asked, sheepishly.
“You’re a preacher, aren’t you?”
I wondered if I had some sort of
sticker on my forehead announcing
my profession. “I am.”
She responded, “My name is Michelle,
and you brought me Christmas
gifts when I lived at the Methodist
Children’s Home about five years ago.”
My heart melted. We hugged. I shed
a few tears. Of course, she was giving
me too much credit. I was simply
handing off bundles of gifts that
people in my church purchased. But
she remembered that day vividly —
better than I did. I was just trying to
complete a worthy project that my
church had started. I was probably
tired and distracted by a thousand
things.
But not Michelle. This wasn’t a project
at all to her. For one day, she felt
perhaps like a normal child. Perhaps
the bundle of gifts was a kind of
sacrament that reminded her that
she was created, loved and redeemed
by a generous God. Perhaps on
that day when she wished she was

surrounded by
family, the gifts
helped her in a
very dark time to
remember that
she didn’t walk
the path alone.
Bruce Case

If I had been
in her shoes that day five years ago,
I would have remembered that
time, too. The Sambra may only be
about 10 miles from the Methodist
Children’s Home; but where Michelle
stood and worked, it might as well
be a thousand miles away. She had
an amazing smile and a warmth that
made her a perfect fit for this job.
No telling how many obstacles this
20-something overcame to get there.

When I got back from Madison, I
stared at a board in our Atrium that
was full of cards representing children
at Methodist Children’s Homes. I
prayed for each one - a hundred
“Michelles” who may sometimes feel
forgotten. Yesterday, I stood in front
of an empty board, because you took
every single one of those cards.
The gifts we provide to MCH will be
put into duffel bags and given as
welcome gifts to children who enter
throughout the year. I promise you
your gifts won’t just be a project to
the young person who receives it.
May December provide you with
abundant opportunities to make a
real difference in the lives of others.
Give yourself away this month.
Somebody may remember it for a
long, long time.
Peace,
Bruce

advent
Prepare Him Room to Be Held Sunday, Dec. 1
Continue the family tradition of beginning Advent
together at our Prepare Him Room celebration on Sunday,
Dec. 1. We’ll first gather in Founders Hall at 5 p.m. for a brief
time of worship. From there, we’ll spend the rest of the
evening enjoying choral ensembles, decorating cookies,
making Advent wreaths, caroling and more. Please join us
as we joyfully celebrate the coming of our Savior!

Advent Worship Series
On Sunday, Dec. 1, we begin our Advent worship series,
What to Expect When You’re Expecting. The Advent
season is about expectations. It’s about our great
yearning for our Savior to make all things new. As we
prepare our hearts for the Christ-child, we’ll listen to
stories of hope and redemption. Let’s allow God to
bolster and shape our expectations as we prepare for
the coming of God’s promise, Christ Jesus!

CHRISTMAS EVENTS & SERVICES
Blue Christmas Service
Thursday, December 12, at 6:30 p.m. at The Open Door Community

Children’s Choir Performance
Sunday, December 15, during both worship services at 8:30 & 11 a.m.

Open Door Christmas Feast
Thursday, December 19, 6 p.m. at The Open Door Community

A Child Is Born Children’s Nativity Play
Sunday, December 22, 9:45 a.m. in Founders Hall
*Please Note: There is NO Sunday School that day.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
Tuesday, December 24, 4 & 6 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Open Door Candlelight Service
Thursday, December 26, 6:30 p.m. at The Open Door Community

Special Music Planned
for December 8
We are looking forward to a
special music presentation
on Sunday, Dec. 8, led by Dr.
Gregory Fuller. Vivaldi’s Gloria,
featuring our Sanctuary Choir,
the Southern Miss Chamber
Orchestra and soloists, will be
performed at 9:45 a.m. in the
Atrium. Be sure to stop by the
Atrium that morning to enjoy!

Blue Christmas Service Dec. 12 at Open Door
Sometimes, the Christmas season
isn’t as joyful as Christmas cards and
carols make it seem. To help those
looking for the light in the midst of
any darkness, a Blue Christmas service
will be held Thursday, Dec. 12, at 6:30
p.m. at The Open Door Community,
located at 2180 Oak Grove Road in
Hattiesburg.
During this time,
we will remember
those for whom
the holiday brings
a mixed bag —
loss of family and
friends, fear and
anxiety, loneliness,
limited health,
financial struggles
or just the struggle to “put on a happy
face.” This will be a time for either
yourself or somebody you love to
reflect on how God’s grace helps
us through the holiday blues with
hope and encouragement. Join your
brothers and sisters in Christ who may
need a shoulder on which to lean this
year.

advent
Tremble, Hell

MARRIAGE HEIGHTS
The Great Advent Date Experience 2019

written December 17, 2018, by Susan Eaton
Tremble, Hell,
at the sound of God’s salvation —
at the sound of a baby’s cry —
at the sound of God’s power and
majesty,
strength and might,
wrapped in weakness and
vulnerability.
Tremble, Hell,
at the thought of the day when
God releases His ultimate
vengeance on your pride and
erases your presence from
creation.
In fear you rally.
In fear you conjure up your best
defense and go on the attack.
You rage over the nations.
You scream and taunt and
create chaos and confusion
among the people God has come
to save and redeem and restore.
But in all your raging and taunting
and massacring of souls,
in all the flexing of your muscles,
amidst all the evil and fury,
you tremble
Because you know you have
no hope, no future.
You deceive, but all the while
you lie to yourself saying,
“We can win this thing!”
Even in your deluded mind
You are right about one thing:

A child has come to save and
defend.
The Godhead, three-in-one,
Creator of the universe,
Is more powerful in the broken and
marred flesh of man than you will
ever be on your best day.
Tremble, Hell.
Tremble when you think
of my God.
Tremble at the reality
staring you in the face—
A child is born for us. A son is
given.
Tremble, Hell.
Tremble when you hear this good
news, because He is your defeat.
Your best effort to end this child
will prove to be God’s final deathblow over your fabricated power.
Tremble, Hell,
as all the earth stands in silence
and gazes upon the One sent
to save.
Tremble, Hell.
God has already won.
For a child has
been born for us, a son
given to us; authority rests upon His
shoulders; and He is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
~Isaiah 9:6

Great Advent Date
Experience Returns

Enjoy these daily activities with your
spouse to enrich your marriage!

As part of our Marriage Heights
Marriage Ministry, we are happy
to provide the 4th annual Great
Advent Date Experience for our
married couples to do together
during Advent. We hope these daily
activities will enrich your marriage
by encouraging you to spend time
each day having fun and making
memories.
Be sure to pick up your booklet in the
Atrium. The daily activities begin on
Sunday, Dec. 1.
And, like always, we encourage you to
please post pictures of your activities
on social media with the hashtag
#MarriageHeights, so we can all keep
up with the fun!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
We will have ONE combined
worship service on Sunday,
Dec. 29, at 10 a.m.

Special thanks
to everyone
who helped
decorate the
church for
Advent. It looks
beautiful!

fyi
Wesley Club News

Upcoming Women’s Ministry Event
…when troubles of any kind come your way, consider
it an opportunity for great joy. -James 1:2
The difficulties of life have a tendency to steal our
joy. But what if instead of seeing troubles as nothing
but joy-stealers, we flipped that around and saw
them as opportunities for great joy? What if we had
an opportunity to reset our thinking when it comes
to challenging experiences and circumstances?
Join us for a weekend to RESET January 31-February
1 at Parkway Heights. We will begin at 6 p.m. Friday
night and will finish on Saturday before 4 p.m. (Exact
time and schedule TBD).
Our speaker for the weekend is Nicolet Bell. Nicolet
currently serves as the director of student ministries
for St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church in
Madison. She is passionate about investing and
equipping people to follow Jesus and love others.
You can find out more about Nicolet on her website
at nicoletbell.com.
Our worship leader for the weekend is Sophie
Tolar. Sophie once served as a youth intern at
Parkway Heights. Currently, she works as a worship
leader and as a sales and marketing professional
in the greater Atlanta area. She received her
business degree at the University of Southern
Mississippi a few years ago and has since developed
a career in internet marketing, so she can work
remotely and spend time with her husband, Tim,
and her two dogs, Tucker and Jamie. When she’s
not glued to a computer or guitar, Sophie is a rock
climber, coffee drinker and enjoyer of the outdoors.
Registration will be open December 1-January
26. Cost for the weekend is $40. Register at
parkwayheights.org or by emailing Susan Eaton at
susaneaton@parkwayheights.org.

Wesley Club will meet on Thursday, Dec. 19. We will enjoy
our annual Christmas dinner provided and served by the
church staff. There is no charge for this meal. Jennifer
and Sam Bruton will entertain with music of the season
and lead us in singing favorite Christmas carols. We’ll
also enjoy our third annual Christmas Cookie Swap! (See
below for more information.)
Wesley Club meets on the
third Thursday of each month
from 11:45 a.m. until 1 p.m. in
Founders Hall. Everyone over
the age of 55 is welcome! If you
have never been contacted
by a Wesley Club caller and
are interested in attending,
please call the Church Office
at 601.544.7873 to make a
reservation. If you have any
other questions about Wesley
Club, please contact President
Bill Sanford or staff member
Julie Collins.

We were happy to have Bettie
Ross speak to Wesley Club in
November about gratitude.

* * * *
WESLEY CLUB COOKIE SWAP

At its December gathering, Wesley Club will hold its third
annual Christmas Cookie Swap! To participate, please
bring two dozen cookies (no chocolate chip cookies,
please). Arrange your Christmas-themed cookies on a
plate or tray. Be creative! We will display all of the cookies
before the swap begins. Then we will all have two dozen
cookies to take home and enjoy or share!

Christmas
Cookie
Swap

No time to bake? Burn your
cookies? No problem! Buy two
dozen cookies and join the fun
anyway! Prizes will be awarded
by our cookie judges!

Our Communion Offering collected on Sunday, Dec. 1,
will support Rice & Beans Ministries. We hope you can
support this worthwhile ministry to Costa Rica.

fyi
Stephen Ministry: Caring for People During the Holidays
For many, the holidays are not filled with family and fellowship. Below are some
ideas to keep in mind as we move into the busy holiday season.
•

•

•

•

Offer to help in specific ways. Try to anticipate needs and ways you can
help. For example, you might ask, “Can I help you prepare Christmas dinner?”
or “Can I help put out the Christmas lights?” Remember, however, to follow
the person’s lead and not just impose your help.
Help people pace themselves. The holidays are busy, and those who are
hurting may need help or permission to slow down or do less than they
ordinarily would. Let people know it is okay to conserve energy, take breaks
and pick which activities and traditions to take part in.
Ask people how they’re really doing. During the busyness of the holidays,
it can be easy to just interact with people on a surface level. Finding a good
time to ask hurting people how they’re really doing — and then listening —
is a powerful way to care.
Validate feelings. When people do open up and share, listen and then
show that you believe them and accept their feelings. Letting people know
it’s okay to feel whatever they’re feeling can provide a lot of comfort.

For more information, talk with one of our Stephen Minister Leaders: Carolyn
Karlovich and Julie Collins or email stephenministry@parkwayheights.org.

Save the Date for Rabbi
Rami’s 2nd Visit
If you missed
last year’s event,
Engaging the Heart
of Spirituality in
the Hub City of the
South, featuring
Rabbi Rami
Shapiro, then you
Rabbi Rami Shapiro
are in luck! Rami
will be returning
to Hattiesburg
February 17-18, 2020, for Hub City
Holy Rascal Conversation. He will
hold a series of events in different
locations around Hattiesburg. Go
ahead and mark your calendars
now! Registration will begin soon.

in case you missed it
CONGRATS, AVRIL! Church Secretary
Avril Sword became an American
citizen on November 15. The church
staff decorated her office to celebrate.
MEN’S FALL RETREAT Over 50
men enjoyed our first Men’s
Ministry Fall Retreat at the
beginning of November.

THANKS, UMW! The UMW Bevill/Vickery Circle met before
hosting a brunch on Confirmation Sunday. The Scriptures on
the cake at the brunch inspired the confirmands during their
journey of preparation.

SENIOR ADULT
MYSTERY TRIP
The senior adults
who attended
the first-ever
Mystery Trip were
surprised with a
trip to the Harvest
Festival at the
Mississippi Ag
Museum.

outreach
Peanut Butter Drive
The Woodley-Parkway Heights Partnership Backpack Ministry provides a
backpack full of food each weekend
for many of the food-insecure children at Woodley Elementary School.
At Christmas break, we would like to
supplement the normal food package
by adding a large jar of peanut butter to
each backpack. Please consider purchasing a large jar (or 2 or 3) of peanut butter
and bringing it to church for distribution. There is a collection point for the jars in
the Atrium. The deadline for donations of peanut butter is Sunday, Dec. 8. Thanks
for your help!

Mission Gifts
Parkway Heights has always
reached out to help others—
locally, nationally and
internationally. This Christmas,
you can be a part of that by
making a donation to support
our missions. Pick up a Mission
Gifts brochure in the Atrium
for more information. You can
also make a donation in honor
or in memory of someone as a
special Christmas gift.

Jewelry Sales to Benefit Missions
A String and a Prayer Beading Group will be holding jewelry sales just in time for
your Christmas shopping on the Sunday mornings of December 8 and 15. The
tables will be set up outside the Church Office. Remember, all proceeds benefit
Parkway Heights’ Outreach Ministry. The pieces of jewelry make great Christmas
gifts for a great cause!

Christmas Offering
Each week we receive numerous requests for
assistance. Our neighbors are often struggling to
put food on the table, purchase medications and
even keep a roof over their heads. Unfortunately,
we cannot always help. We use our best judgment
to assist those we can.
To fund this ministry, twice a year we ask our
congregation to contribute to our benevolence
fund, which we call the “Christmas/Easter Offering.”
These funds are also used when new mission and
ministry opportunities arise, which do not have
support from our current budget.
At Christmas and Easter each year, you receive a
letter about this offering. When you receive your
letter soon, please consider contributing to this
fund. This type of generosity blesses those in need.
Parkway Heights is known as a church that cares
about the community and helps in so many other
ways. Thank you!

BreadBasket Christmas Baskets
BreadBasket is an ecumenical group, which provides
emergency food for families in need in the Hattiesburg
area. First established in 1981 by Westminster
Presbyterian Church, Parkway Heights has been
a member from day one. Throughout the year,
somewhere in the neighborhood of 62 families are
assisted with food baskets monthly. The baskets are
provided for by donations made to the organization.
Every year, BreadBasket provides a Christmas dinner
basket for 100 families in Hattiesburg. The Christmas
baskets are put together by collecting the ingredients
from the participating churches and organizations.
Parkway Heights’ long-standing responsibility is to
provide chicken broth and candy canes.
Please consider picking up a can or two of broth and
some 12-count packages of candy canes to help us
reach our goal of 115 of each (a few extra to account
for larger families). These donations can be dropped off
in the Atrium by Wednesday, Dec. 11. Thank you!

youth
Confirmation 2019
On Sunday, Nov. 10, we welcomed 10 young people as professing members of
our church through confirmation. We are very proud of these confirmands, and
we ask you to please pray for them during this important time in their lives.

December Schedule
•
•

•
•

Confirmands in the 8:30 a.m. service were
Hudson Selman, Scott Bolster, Mary Carter
Callaway and Olivia Powe.

Dec. 1, 5 p.m. - No SN@P - Join us
at Prepare Him Room
Dec. 8, time TBD - Christmas Party
with food, tacky sweater contest
and Dirty Santa
Dec. 15, time TBD - Exam Study
Break with Christmas movie
Dec. 22 & 29 - No SN@P - Merry
Christmas & Happy New Year!

During the confirmation service, Mary Carter
Callaway was baptized. We were so excited to
welcome Mary Carter as a sister in Christ.

Peru in 2020?
Are you interested in possibly attending a mission trip to Peru in July 2020?
This trip is tentative, based on interest
and availability. If you would like to
know more, speak to Wes Ingram.

Students confirmed during the 11 a.m. service were
Ryleigh Ward, Mattie Roberts, Hallie Ingram,
Caroline Morris, Laura Kate Hrom and El McMillan.

Ryleigh Ward was also baptized on November 10.
Ryleigh chose to be immersed, which was a very
special experience to behold in our Sanctuary.

SN@ P Snaps

Our youth group
had fun with a
costume contest
and Halloween
games at the
SN@P Gathering
on November 3.

children
Children’s Children’s Choir Performance
Our Children’s Choir has been working hard every
News
Wednesday evening in preparation for their performances in the 8:30 and 11 a.m. services on Sunday, Dec. 15.
They will be presenting songs and narration from The Joy
of Christmas by Terryl Padilla and John Roberts. Be sure to
come!

Children’s Nativity Play
Everyone’s invited to join the children on Sunday, Dec. 22, during the Sunday School hour (at
9:45 a.m.) in Founders Hall as they recount the story of Jesus’ birth with story and congregational
singing. There will be no Sunday School that morning.
Practice times are as follows:
• Sunday, Dec. 8, at 3:30 p.m. - only for children with speaking parts
• Sunday, Dec. 15, at 3:30 p.m. - only for children with speaking parts
• Wednesday, Dec. 18, at 5:30 p.m. - all participants attend

Parents’ Night Out
Parents’ Night Out will be held Friday, Dec. 6, from 6 until 9:30 p.m. Please register by noon on Wednesday, Dec. 4. Cost of pizza is $5. This is a great time for
parents to reconnect with each other or maybe do some Christmas shopping!

PHUMC Children in Action
David Allen
and Pearl
Cullop are
some of the
newer
acolytes
serving in
the 11 a.m.
service.

The kindergartensecond grade boys
Sunday School class
took a “field trip” to
the Sanctuary to learn
about the baptismal
trough, which was
used November 10.

Our children
decorated a
Christmas tree
during the Sunday
School gathering
time on Sunday,
Nov. 24.

Uprising Dates

The Sunday
School classes
drew on food
bags for
Edwards Street
Fellowship
Center as a
mission project.

Sunday, Dec. 1, 5 p.m. No Uprising; come to
Prepare Him Room!
Sunday, Dec. 8 Christmas Party
Sunday, Dec. 15 Christmas Movie Night
Sunday, Dec. 22 No Uprising
Sunday, Dec. 29 No Uprising

Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends,

Wes,

In this season when we’re reminded
to give thanks for our abundance
of blessings, we at Edwards Street
Fellowship Center offer prayers
of gratitude for each of you. Your
faithful, generous support of our
ministries makes life brighter for
struggling neighbors who feel hopeless and forgotten. Your gifts provide
nourishing food, quality medical care
and — most importantly — the love,
compassion, acceptance and hope
of Jesus Christ. Thank you for helping
us shine the light of God’s love across
the Pine Belt this holiday season...
and every month of the year!

On behalf of the Hattiesburg Hall of
Fame Committee, we thank you for
allowing our group to use your facility
for our meetings this year. We sincerely appreciate your willingness to
provide a meeting space for community purposes not affiliated with the
church.

Blessings,
Ann
Ann McCullen
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Prayer Concerns
Delia Dabbs and Billy Slay

Sympathy To...
•
•

Praise...
•

We look forward to working with you
in the future. Thank you!
Sincerely,
Michael Marks
Chairman, Hattiesburg Hall of Fame
Committee

the family of Ruby Galey
Ken Pace, on the death of his
father, Rev. Tom Pace

•

for the birth of Camille Joy
Migues, born to Sarah and
Jordan Migues, on November
19, 2019.
for the birth of Henry Rhodes
Morris, born to Elizabeth and
Kevin Morris, on November
19, 2019.

REMINDER: If you adopted a Woodley Elementary School family for Christmas, please
have your gifts wrapped, labeled and delivered to the school between December 16-18.

Your Attendance Matters
PHUMC Finances

A Message from Bruce

October 2019

You may notice that we are emphasizing that everyone fill out the information in the tear-away section of the
bulletin every Sunday. That’s because
we are renewing our effort to keep up
with all of our members! With better
records of attendance, we are able to
follow up on folks who may be sick
or in need of pastoral care. Thank you
in advance for filling them out each
Sunday!

Income ......................................... $115,167
Expenses .................................... $123,886
Net ........................................................ $(8,719)

YTD Actual
Income .................................... $1,277,173
Expenses ............................... $1,341,632
Net ..................................................... $(64,459)

YTD Comparison
Budgeted Income .... $1,479,256
Actual Income ............... $1,277,173
Budget Deficit .................... $202,083

2020 Commitments
THANK YOU to everyone who turned
in a 2020 financial pledge card this fall.
If you have not turned in a card, you
are not too late! If you need a new
card, extras are available in the Atrium.
You can also submit a commitment
on our website at parkwayheights.
org/give.
THANK YOU for your faithfulness to
Christ and your commitment to Parkway Heights!

With that being said, we hope you’ll
make an effort to support your church
with your presence each Sunday
morning! Please renew your commitment to be a part of the worshipping
community at Parkway Heights on
Sundays at either the 8:30 or 11 a.m.
service. See you Sunday!

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org
601.544.7873
Bruce Case, Lead Pastor

Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

David Sellers, Pastor,
The Open Door Community
Julie Collins, Executive Pastor
Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor
Wes Ingram, Youth & Family Pastor
Lesley Ellison, Director of Children &
Family Ministries
Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Special thanks to our InMission proofreader Nova Corley

Our mission:
To connect, equip and
send people for Christ
Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
Find us on Instagram
Download our App

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911

Sunday Gatherings

