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Learning How to Smell the Shrubs
“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory, the glory as of 
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.”  John 1: 14

In her bestselling memoir, Marsha Beck tells of her many lessons learned while raising 
her son, Adam, a child with Down syndrome. In one of her stories, she talks about an 
encounter she had during a trip to K-Mart.

While Beck was unloading her car full of children in the parking lot, she lost track 
of Adam. In front of the store, there was a sale on plants and shrubs. While she was 
distracted, five-year-old Adam made a beeline to those shrubs. She saw him way on the 
other end of the display. She shouted to him: “Adam! Come here RIGHT NOW!”  

Just then she felt a tap on her shoulder. A thin, elderly man in a feed store cap stood behind her and said, “Excuse 
me, ma’am, I was wondering if you noticed what your boy was doing just now?” That worried Beck. “Uh-oh.  What 
did he do this time?” she wondered. The old man continued, “Your boy stopped to smell every plant in that 
display. Not just the flowers, but the shrubs too. He smelled every bush. He even smelled the dirt.” As Beck was 
processing, he added, “Come with me.”

The old man led Beck and her other children from pot to pot, smelling the roses, shrubs and the bushes as well. 
Marsha Beck, a graduate of Harvard, says it was a lesson she would never forget as the smells brought back a 
flood of memories from her childhood, when she was much nearer to the ground. 

After they finished sniffing their way across the display, the old man tipped his cap to her. “Things aren’t always 
what they seem. It pays to look close.” And just before he walked away, he whispered in her ear, “My boy is 23.” As 
she stood there motionless amid the shrubs, Beck thought, “Ahhhh. . . .no wonder, he’s one of us!”

I thought about this story back in January as our leaders chose our key word for 2018: “Connection.” We set out 
to make our staff meetings and administrative groups to be about more than fixing the parking lot, creating a 
viable budget or evaluating programs. We hoped to birth 12 new bands—micro groups or home groups—in 
2018. (We’ve started 19 groups to date!) We prayed and planned for more interaction between people who 
worship at different times. And why did we do this?

Because a more connected body of Christ might help us get closer to the ground. Our eyes just might be opened 
to see that “things are not always what they seem” and “it pays to look close.”  The Advent Christmas season 
teaches us that God values connection so much that God sent us a Son. St. Paul called Him “the New Adam,” and 
He came to us to tap us on the shoulder, draw us closer to God, closer to the earth and closer to each other. We 
are startled to find that God, in Christ, is one of us. From superstore plant displays to candlelight communion, 
God is with us.  We are not alone.

A blessed Advent and Merry Christmas to you and yours,
Bruce



Prepare Him Room - December 2
Parkway Heights will celebrate the beginning of Advent with 
Prepare Him Room, our fun, family-friendly experience for all 
ages. We’ll gather in Founders Hall at 5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 
2, for this annual tradition. Our Children’s Choir will lead us in 
song, and we’ll hear about the greenery and symbols of the 
season.

After that, we’ll spend the rest of the evening enjoying choral ensembles, 
cookie decorating, Advent wreath-making, caroling and more. We’ll also finish 
decorating our worship spaces. We hope you’ll join us as we joyfully celebrate 
the coming of our Savior!

Prepare l Him l Room

ADVENT

Blue Christmas Service - Dec. 20
For many, the Christmas season isn’t as joyful as Christmas 
cards and holiday cheer. To help those looking for the light 
in the midst of any darkness, The Open Door Community 
will hold a Blue Christmas Service on Thursday, Dec. 20, 
at 6:30 p.m. on its campus at 2180 Oak Grove Road in 
Hattiesburg. All are invited to attend.

During this special time, we will remember those for whom the holiday brings a 
mixed bag—loss of family and friends, fear and anxiety, loneliness, limited health, 
financial struggle or just the struggle to “put on a happy face.” This will be a time 
for either yourself or somebody you love to reflect on how God’s grace helps us 
through the holiday blues with hope and encouragement.

Lessons & Carols -
December 9
On Sunday, 
Dec. 9, during 
the 11 a.m. 
worship 
service, 
we will 
experience 
the Lessons 
and Carols 
of Christmas. Worship will center 
around special music by our 
Sanctuary Choir and particular 
Scripture readings foretelling 
Jesus’ coming to earth.

Opportunities to Serve
During Advent, we will once 
again set up our hospitality 
station to offer hot cocoa and tea 
on Sunday mornings. If you can 
serve on a Sunday or on Christ-
mas Eve, email susaneaton@
parkwayheights.org.

We also have many other 
opportunities to serve on 
Christmas Eve. We need Atrium 
greeters, worship hosts and 
communion servers at both 
4 p.m. and 6 p.m. Watch the 
Sunday bulletin for the chance to 
sign up to help. Thank you!

Christmas Services
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

will be held Monday, Dec. 24, at both 
4 and 6 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

We will only have ONE combined 
worship service on Sunday, Dec. 30, at 

10 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Advent Worship Series
We will begin our Advent worship 
series, On the Way to Bethlehem, 
on Sunday, Dec. 2. Each week, we 
will hear about a different person 
who was traveling to or already in 
Bethlehem when 
Jesus was born. 
Please plan to come 
every Sunday to 
learn from those 
who were closest 
to the miracle of 
Christmas.

OPEN DOOR COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS FEAST

Thursday, Dec. 13
6 p.m. - Appetizers

6:30 p.m. - Worship with full band

Everyone’s welcome!

CHILDREN’S 
PROGRAM

Sunday, Dec. 16

10 a.m.

No Sunday School 
that morning



powerful way to care.
• Validate feelings. When people 

do open up and share, listen 
and then show that you believe 
them and accept their feelings. 
Letting people know it’s okay to 
feel whatever they’re feeling can 
provide a lot of comfort.

For questions or more information 
about Stephen Ministry, email 
stephenministry@parkwayheights.org.

Stephen Ministry
Christ Caring for People through People

Stephen Ministers are laypeople—
Christian men and women—trained 
to provide one-on-one confidential 
care to people experiencing a 
difficult time in life, such as grief, 
divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal 
illness, relocation or separation due 
to military deployment. We are not 
therapists or counselors. We are here 
to provide spiritual care through 
unconditional love and listening, 
to walk beside a person who is 
struggling through life’s challenges.

For many, the holidays are not filled 
with family and fellowship. The 
following are some ideas to keep 
in mind as we move into the busy 
holiday season. 

• Offer to help in specific ways. 

FYI

Wesley Club News
DECEMBER GATHERING
Wesley Club will meet on Thursday, Dec. 20. We will enjoy our annual Christmas dinner 
provided and served by the church staff. There is no charge for this meal. Sam and Jennifer 
Bruton will entertain with music of the season and lead us in singing favorite Christmas 
carols. We’ll also enjoy our second annual Christmas Cookie Swap!

Wesley Club meets monthly from 11:45 a.m. until 1 p.m. in Founders Hall. Everyone over 
the age of 55 is welcome. If you have never been contacted by a Wesley Club caller and 
are interested in attending, please call the Church Office at 601.544.7873 to make a res-
ervation. Lunch is $7/person. If you have any other questions about Wesley Club, please 
contact President Diane Dobson or staff member Julie Collins.

2ND ANNUAL COOKIE SWAP
At the Dec. 20 gathering, Wesley Club members will hold the second annual Christmas Cookie Swap! If you would like 
to participate, please bring two dozen cookies to the meeting (no chocolate chip cookies, please). We will all have two 
dozen cookies to take home and enjoy or share with our friends and family!

Please arrange your Christmas-themed cookies on a plate or tray. Be creative! We will display all 
of the cookies before the swap begins, and our cookie judge will be awarding prizes!

No time to bake? Burn your cookies? No problem! Buy two dozen cookies and join the fun anyway!

A new class of Stephen Ministers finished training 
on November 11. They are: (front row) Victoria 
King, Dixie Evans, Diane Fisher and Martha Cher-
ry; (back row) Kyle Birdwell, Tammy Matlock and 
Carolyn Karlovich (Stephen Ministry Leader).
Not pictured: Linda Vasquez

Rev. Eric Davis, director of the 
Southern Miss Wesley Foundation, 

spoke in November.

Try to anticipate needs and ways 
you can help. For example, you 
might ask, “May I help you prepare 
the family dinner?” or “May I help 
put out the Christmas lights?” 
Remember, however, to follow 
the person’s lead and not just 
impose your help.

• Help people pace themselves. 
The holidays are busy, and those 
who are hurting may need help 
or permission to slow down 
or do less than they ordinarily 
would. Let people know it’s okay 
to conserve energy, take breaks 
and pick which activities and 
traditions to take part in.

• Ask people how they’re really 
doing. During the busyness of 
the holidays, it can be easy to just 
interact with people on a surface 
level. Finding a good time to ask 
hurting people how they’re really 
doing—and then listening—is a 

2nd Annual
Wesley Club

Christmas
Cookie Swap



FYI

UMW Activities

2019 Commitments
THANK YOU to everyone who has 
turned in a 2019 estimated giving 
card. If you did not turn in a card, 
you are not too late! If you need 
a new card, extras are available, 

or you can complete the commit-
ment online at parkwayheights.

org. We are very close to receiving 
as many cards as last year, and we 
would love to receive more than 

last year! Thank you for your
faithfulness and generosity!

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Great Advent Date Experience
This year, we are once again providing the Great Advent Date Experience for our congregation. 
You can do these activities with your spouse or with a group of friends! During Advent, spend 
time together, have fun and make memories!

Be sure to pick up your booklet in the Atrium. The daily activities begin on Sunday, 
Dec. 2. Remember to post pictures of your activities on social media with the hashtag 
#MarriageHeights, so we can all keep up with the fun!

Outreach 
Circle members 
contributed to 
the World Thank 
Offering during 
their November 
program, “The 
Sacred Space of 
Sharing Food.”

Outreach Circle
Chairperson Dixie 

McDougald presented 
Micky Chapman with 

a UMW pin. Micky was 
honored at the State 

UMW Conference with 
a Mission Moment 

candlelighting for all she 
has done for UMW over 

the years.

The Bevill/Vickery 
Circle‘s meeting in 

November also focused 
on “The Sacred Space of 

Sharing Food.”

Our December cOmmuniOn Offering 
cOllecteD On SunDay, Dec. 2, will gO 

tO eDwarDS Street fellOwShip center.

Toni Wild shared her inspirational 
life story at the Women’s
Connection Event on November 6.

Dalton Redmond got to pie Bruce 
in the face on November 18
because we were successful in our 
6 Sunday Challenge! Way to go!

Thanks to everyone who brought 
food for our Thanksgiving brunch 
on November 18. 

Parkway Heights hosted a
Community Thanksgiving Service 
on November 18. We were blessed 
with beautiful music by the 150+ 
member community choir.

The Great Advent Date
Experience 2018



OUTREACH

Jewelry Sales to Benefit Missions 
A String and a Prayer Beading Group will be holding jewelry sales just in time for your 
Christmas shopping on the Sunday mornings of December 2 and 9. The tables will be set up 
outside the Church Office. Remember, all proceeds benefit Parkway Heights’ Outreach Ministry. 
Great Christmas gifts for a great cause!

Coat Drive for HHS
Hattiesburg High School 

administration has identified 
a need for coats for students, 
especially in sizes adult large 

and extra large. If you can 
donate a new or used coat, 

please bring your donations 
to the collection box in the 
Atrium. Donations will be 

accepted until December 20. 
Thank you for your support 
as we continue to grow our 

partnership with HHS.

Christmas Offering
Each week we receive numerous re-
quests for assistance. Our neighbors 
are often struggling to put food on 

the table, purchase medications 
and even keep a roof over their 

heads. Unfortunately, we cannot 
always help. We use our best judg-
ment to assist those we can, often 

in small but meaningful ways.

The special offering we collect at 
Christmas and Easter funds this 
ministry. This offering also pro-
vides the only funds to support 

emerging, new ministry efforts. You 
should soon receive a letter about 
this offering, with the request to 
turn in gifts by Dec. 16. Receipts 
will determine how we can grow 

our ministry in the community and 
continue to serve those in need.

Peanut Butter Drive
The Woodley-Parkway Heights Partnership Backpack Ministry provides a back-
pack full of food each weekend for many of the food-insecure children at 
Woodley Elementary School. During the Christmas break, we would like to sup-
plement the normal food package by adding a large jar of peanut butter to each 
backpack. Please consider purchasing a large jar (or 2 or 3) of peanut butter and 
bringing it to the church for distribution. There is a collection point in the Atrium. 
The deadline for donations is Sunday, Dec. 9. Thanks for your help!

Breadbasket Christmas Baskets
Breadbasket, an ecumenical group in Hattiesburg, provides emergency food for 
families in need in the Hattiesburg area. First established in 1981 by Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Parkway Heights has been a member since day one. 
Throughout the year, somewhere in the neighborhood of 62 families are assisted 
monthly with food baskets, provided for by donations.

Every year Breadbasket provides a Christmas dinner basket for 100 families. 
The Christmas baskets are put together by collecting the ingredients from the 
participating churches and organizations that make up Breadbasket. Parkway 
Heights’ longstanding responsibility for the boxes is to provide cans of chicken 
broth and boxes of candy canes.

Please consider picking up a can or two of 
broth and some 12-count packages of candy 
canes to help us reach our goal of 115 of each 
(a few extra to account for larger families). 
These donations can be dropped off at the 
church at the collection point in the Atrium. 
Please try to have all items delivered to 
Parkway Heights by Wednesday, Dec. 12. Thank 
you!



Second Sunday Parent Gatherings 
Parents, join us for a new parent ministry whose aim is to 
provide community and space to talk about some of the 
challenges we face as parents today. The first gathering 
will be Sunday, Dec. 9, 5:30-7:30 p.m. in Room 303. This 
session will focus on brainstorming what topics we 
need to address, and David Sellers will be leading the 
discussion. Light snacks will be provided. All parents of 
youth are welcome to attend.

YOUTH

SN@P Calendar
• Sunday, Dec. 2 - Prepare 

Him Room churchwide 
event

• Sunday, Dec. 9 - Regular 
SN@P

• Sunday, Dec. 16 - SN@P 
Christmas Party, 5:30-7:30 
p.m. - Christmas games & 
Dirty Santa

• Sunday, Dec. 23 & Sunday, 
Dec. 30 - No SN@P - Merry 
Christmas!

Cultivate Cohort 
We have 10 high school students who are part 
of our Cultivate cohort. These students have 
committed to meet together once a month to 
discuss what it means to be a Kingdom disciple. 
Also, at each Cultivate meeting, our group hears 
from a community leader. In November, the cohort 
met with Ann McCullen, executive director of 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center. 

Youth Ministry in Action

Parkway Heights 
was happy to 

provide meals to 
the HHS Band this 

football season.

Congratulations to Wes Ingram 
who was awarded “Volunteer of the 
Month” by Hattiesburg Public Schools 
on behalf of our HHS Partnership.

Our own Kathryn Slaughter 
served as rectora (leader) of The 

Happening youth retreat.

During SN@P on 
November 25, prayer 

stations helped 
students learn and 

experience the 
different aspects of 

prayer. 

Ann McCullen spoke to the Cultivate 
cohort in November.

Members of the Tiger Pack book club 
at HHS recently met with mentors 

from Parkway Heights.



Creative HeARTS
Creative HeARTS wrapped up its Wednesday 
night activities by making pottery ornaments. The 
girls plan to sell the ornaments on Sunday, Dec. 
2, between services and will donate the money 
earned to charities. Thank you to Laurie Stetelman 
and Susan Walck for your leadership with this group 
of girls.

Return to Narnia
After reading the C.S. Lewis’ classic, Prince Caspian, on 
Wednesday nights, children and their families gathered 
on November 16 for a family movie night to watch the 
Disney movie. Pictured at left is Kara Cooper posing with 
“Aslan” at the movie night.

Children’s Choir
Our Children’s Choir practices will culminate with the Children’s Christmas 
program, It’s Christmas Everywhere!, on Sunday, Dec. 16, at 10 a.m.. The 
performance will be followed by fellowship at a reception in Founders Hall. 
We can’t wait to see you there!

CHILDREN

Created by God
Fifth and sixth grade parents, please save the date for your children to attend 
Created by God on Friday, Jan. 25, and Saturday, Jan. 26. Created by God is a pro-
gram designed to communicate to fifth and sixth graders that human sexuality is 
part of God’s wonderful creation. The program addresses human sexuality, values 
and relationships in a frank, honest and Bible-based manner. Parents, plan to 
attend a mandatory parent session tentatively scheduled for Sunday, Jan. 
13, from 6 until 7 p.m.

MCH Welcome Boxes
Don’t forget to bring your items 

for the Methodist Children’s 
Homes of Mississippi welcome 
boxes to Prepare Him Room on 

December 2 or before to the col-
lection point in the Atrium.

Baby Shower for Mary
With joy and anticipation, our 
preschool Sunday School classes will 
celebrate the anticipated arrival of 
Baby Jesus with a Baby Shower for 
“Mary” on Sunday, Dec. 9, during the 
Sunday School hour. Parents, please 
bring diapers (any brand, any size) to 
the party. Donations will be given to 
the Pine Belt Diaper Bank.

W@P WRAPS UP FOR FALL

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT
Parents’ Night Out will be held Friday, 
Dec. 7, from 6 until 9:30 p.m. Please 
register by noon on Wednesday, Dec. 
5. Cost of pizza is $5. 

Clara Pegues and Hallie Ingram are 
two of our acolytes who serve during 

the 11 a.m. worship service.

Sunday School Teacher 
Christmas Party
Preschool and elementary Sunday 
School teachers and substitutes, 
please come to a Christmas party for 
you and your families from 5:30 until 7 
p.m. on Friday, Dec. 14, in the upstairs 
youth area. Bring a dish to share and a 
gift to exchange (1 per family). Come 
for festive family fellowship!

LOFT Christmas Party
for 5th & 6th graders

Sunday, Dec. 16
5:30-7 p.m.

Wear a tacky Christmas sweater, 
bring a $10 gift card for a gift 

exchange & have fun!



Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends, 

Your monthly support of Edwards 
Street Fellowship Center is crucial for 
struggling families in our community. 
Thank you for generously providing 
for those who rely on our food pantry, 
medical clinic and other ministries. 

If you’re considering volunteer oppor-
tunities, we’re currently in search of 
pharmacists and nurses for our phar-
macy (call Angela at 601.255.5077) 
and front desk helpers at our food 
pantry (call Jordan at 601.544.6149). 
In exchange for donating four hours 
once every month or so, you’ll receive 
an amazing sense of joy as you serve 
neighbors in need. 

Thank you for shining the light of 
God’s love through your faithful sup-
port of Edwards Street!

Blessings,
Ann McCullen
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Prayer Concerns
• Debi Davenport, Jennifer 

Rasberry Davenport, Floanne 
Kersh, Morris McCall, Landa 
Ryan & Jim Stone

Sympathy To... 
• Susan McCall on the death of 

her father
• Nancy and Ricky Gibson and 

Amanda Blankenship on the 
death of their son and her 
brother, Harris Gibson

Praise...
• for the birth of Lott Taylor 

Broussard, born to Sarah and 
Adam Broussard on November 
19. He is also the grandson of 
Debbie and Rick Zachary. 

Our mission: “To connect, equip 
and send people for Christ”

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Download our App

Find us on Instagram

PHUMC Finances 
October 2018 
Income                              $124,980 
Expenses                           $116,641 
Net                                          $8,339

YTD Actual 
Income                           $1,242,426 
Expenses                        $1,154,040 
Net                                        $88,386 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income        $1,438,182 
Actual Income              $1,242,426 
Budget Deficit                 $195,756

UPCOMING EVENTS

Prepare Him Room
Sunday, Dec. 2 / 5 p.m.

UMW Christmas Dinner
Monday, Dec. 3 / 6 p.m.

Founders Hall

Parents’ Night Out
Friday, Dec. 7 / 6-9:30 p.m.

Lessons & Carols
Sunday, Dec. 9 / 11 a.m.

Sanctuary

Open Door Christmas Feast
Thursday, Dec. 13 / 6 p.m.

2180 Oak Grove Road

It’s Christmas Everywhere!
Children’s Program

Sunday, Dec. 16 / 10 a.m.
Founders Hall

Wesley Club Meeting
Thursday, Dec. 20 / 11:45 a.m.

Founders Hall

Blue Christmas Service
Thursday, Dec. 20 / 6:30 p.m.
The Open Door Community

2180 Oak Grove Road

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
Monday, Dec. 24 / 4 & 6 p.m. 

Sanctuary

Church Office Closed
Monday, Dec. 24 & Tuesday, Dec. 25

ONE Combined Worship Service
Sunday, Dec. 30 / 10 a.m.

Sanctuary

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401
www.parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Sunday Gatherings
Worship: 8:30 / 11 a.m.
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Special thanks to our InMission
proofreader, Nova Corley


