
Thoughts from Annual Conference
This year’s Annual Conference was slightly different 
from most years. Typically, the Mississippi Conference 
meets during the month of June. However, the event 
was moved to July because of scheduling conflicts 
with the venue. I admit that I hated the interruption 
of my time. It’s never fun to pause the hectic 
“new preacher” responsibilities to attend Annual 
Conference in Tupelo, but I did.

At Conference, we did the usual things. We ordained 
and commissioned new pastors. We celebrated the retirement of ministers. 
We remembered the clergy and conference laity who died over the year. We 
voted on the conference rules and budget. We celebrated Bishop Swanson’s 
ministry and tenure among us that ends in December. We argued and 
voted on various petitions that were submitted to the Conference. We 
heard about different ministries. We grieved churches that have closed or 
disaffiliated since the last time we met. These activities happen at most 
Annual Conferences. If you’ve previously attended, it was your typical one. 

For me, it was special. Not because it was drama free or extra holy, it was 
meaningful because it was the first time the Conference had gathered 
since COVID. I’d forgotten how much the relationships mean to me. To 
see friends, both clergy and laity, and to be able to laugh and reminisce 
made the time away invaluable. It also made me treasure the beauty of our 
connection. It’s a beautiful expression of all types of people. Sometimes we 
agree, and sometimes we don’t, but we can benefit each other.

Overall, I’m reminded of how things are better together. Relationships 
matter. They can be exhausting, but they contribute significantly to our 
lives. It takes work. I did not realize how much I missed it until I took the 
time to go again. 

The local church is the same way. We can forget how valuable our time 
together is. We might all be different. We might frustrate each other, but we 
need each other in the end. I hope you will take time out of your busyness 
to be intentional about forming connections and doing life together. The 
pandemic robbed us of that experience by getting us out of the habit. 
As this week showed me, we shouldn’t take it for granted. Find ways to 
interact, study and grow together. As we approach the fall, consider ways to 
connect in worship, small groups and service. God will bless our time if we 
worship, grow and serve together. 

- Keith
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INMISSION
Upcoming Worship 

Series
The first Methodist 
gatherings began as a 
holiness movement. John 
Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism, believed our 
faith journey was more 
than a past salvation event. 
It’s also a constant and 
continuous movement 
toward the restoration of 
the image of Christ. Wesley 
referred to this growth as 
moving on to perfection. 
Growth isn’t magic. It 
requires assessing where 
we’ve been and where we 
want to go. Ultimately, 
Christians grow best when 
they worship together, grow 
through study and small 
groups and serve amongst 
our neighbors. 

Our next four-part worship 
series, “What’s Next,” calls us 
to take an honest assessment 
of our current progress and 
make a commitment to take 
the next step. This series will 
begin Sunday, Aug. 14, with 
“Be Kind: Rewind.”

We hope to see you in 
worship at 8:30 a.m. in 
Founders Hall or 10:45 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary. And don’t 
forget Sunday School for all 
ages at 9:40 a.m.

Keith Keeton



FYI

What’s Coming This Fall
This fall, we have several opportunities for fellowship and growth. Here’s a preview of what’s to come. Watch 
for more details over the next month.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Led by Susan Eaton  /  Mondays at 10 a.m. 
beginning September 12  /  Room 303  /  
Zoom option available
This fall, Susan Eaton will once again lead 
a Women’s Bible study on Monday morn-
ings. Stay tuned for the topic and book to 
be announced later this month.

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 
Led by Julie Collins & Richie Lewis  /  
Sundays, 5-6:30 p.m. / September 11-
November 13 (except October 30) 

Are increased prices wreaking havoc with your finances? 
Manage your money; don’t let it manage you! By enroll-
ing in Financial Peace University, you will learn how to 
create (and stick to) a budget, save for emergencies and 
make a plan for the future. Doesn’t that sound peaceful?

$50 of the registration fee will be refunded if you com-
plete the class (must attend seven of nine classes). Sign 
up now and pre-pay to start a 14-day free trial of the 
class by visiting fpu.com/1151603. If you’re interested 
in learning more, contact Julie Collins at juliecollins@
parkwayheights.org.

CONFIRMED
Led by Keith Keeton  /  2 options: Sundays at 5:30 p.m. beginning September 11 (except September 18) OR  
Wednesdays at noon beginning September 14  /  Zoom option available

In the Methodist Church, students of an appropriate age undergo a process of confirmation. The classes cov-
er Christian beliefs, church history, Methodist history, Methodist polity (governance) and many other crucial 
foundational faith topics. It’s an essential step in discipling of youth. However, they’re not the only ones who 
need this valuable information. If it’s been a while since you were confirmed, if you were never confirmed or 
if you simply desire to learn in a small group, join us for this new study opportunity. Keith will lead this class 
beginning in September. The class will meet once a week, but there are two sections available. You can join 
our Sunday evening class or our Wednesday lunch class. Let’s learn all about the church together. 

REBUILDING WHEN A  
RELATIONSHIP ENDS 
Facilitated by Lou Ann Morris  /  Mondays 
at 6:45 p.m.  /  Dates TBA
The start date for the fall divorce recov-
ery workshop will be announced soon.

COURTSIDE CONVERSATIONS
Led by Karol St. Louis & Susan Eaton  /  Mondays, 6-7:30 p.m. beginning  
September 12  /  at the home of Bo & Reagan Hrom

Love tennis? Like discussing faith? Great! Join Karol St. Louis and Susan 
Eaton on Monday evenings for a new type of group. We’ll play tennis for 
45 minutes, cool down, then have some good discussion 
about becoming faithful followers of Jesus. Alex Doleac 
will even teach us some fun drills. This will be “playful” 
tennis where everyone can participate at once. We’ll use 
“Redeeming How We Talk” to guide our discussion time. 

COMMUNICATION 
FOR CO-PARENTING 
Facilitated by Cindy Re  /  
dates & location TBA

Details about the next 
session of this work-
shop will be released 
later this fall.



Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministers are trained lay people who provide distinctively Christian 
care to those in our congregation who are facing life’s challenges. If you 
need someone to listen without judgment, encourage and pray with and 
for you, please contact Julie Collins at juliecollins@parkwayheights.org or 
601.544.7873. Stephen Ministry is a 100% confidential ministry. 

Here’s what one Stephen Ministry care recipient had to 
say... It started off a little bit slow. I wasn’t sure how I’d feel 
about sharing deep, personal things with someone I didn’t 
know very well. But her consistency, compassion and care 
for me really came through. I realized that my Stephen 
Minister was a safe person who wasn’t going to share what 
I told her with anyone else.

FYI
Robert Jones to Speak 
September 18
Mark your calendars for Sunday, Sept. 
18, at  6 p.m., when Robert Jones of 
the Public Religion Research Institute 
will speak to Parkway Heights in 
Founders Hall. Jones is the author 
of “White Too Long,” a provocative 
examination of the unholy 
relationship between American 
Christianity and white supremacy. 
Jones will also speak at the University 
of Southern Mississippi the next day.

Save the Date for This 
Fun Women’s Event!

Parkway Heights women, 
please join us for Live. Love. 
Serve., a night of music and 
fun on Wednesday, Sept. 7, in 
Founders Hall. This fundraiser 
to benefit local missions will 
feature artist Kym Garraway-
Braley as our keynote speaker 
and singer/songwriter Abbye 
West Pates from Memphis, TN.

Invite your friends and enjoy 
an evening of delicious food 
catered by Southern Oaks, 
good music and wonderful 
storytelling that will inspire you 
to live a life of loving service to 
others. The fun starts at 6 p.m. 
We can’t wait to see you there!

Tickets are $35, and all 
proceeds go directly to support 
the local missions supported 
by Parkway Heights’ United 
Women in Faith circles (formerly 
known as United Methodist 
Women). Tickets will be on sale 
in the Atrium on Sunday, Aug. 
7, on parkwayheights.org and 
in the Church Office. You can 
also scan the QR code below to 
access the ticket order form.

MISSIONS TO BENEFIT:
• USM Wesley Foundation
• Edwards Street Fellowship 

Center & Fellowship Clinic
• Hope Clinic
• Moore Community House, 

Biloxi, MS

Welcome Gatherings for 
the Keetons
Let’s get to know the Keeton family 
even better and give them a warm 
welcome to our Parkway Heights 
family! Have you signed up for one 
of the welcome gatherings for them, 
which are being held over the next 
couple months? You can view the 
list of parties and sign up in Sunday’s 
bulletin, on the board in the Atrium 
and at parkwayheights.org. Big thanks 
go to our host homes!

Serving at Parkway 
Heights
Parkway Heights offers a variety of 
opportunities to serve. Not exactly 
sure where is a good fit? Any member 
of our staff is happy to meet with 
you and help discern where God can 
best use your gifts and skills to make 
a difference in the lives of others. 
Contact Julie Collins (juliecollins@
parkwayheights.org) for information or 
to meet with a staff member.

Hold your phone’s 
camera over this QR 
code to access the 
online order form.

SENIOR ADULTS: 
Watch for more information soon about A 

Matter of Balance, the fall prevention class 

coming in September! This award-winning 

program is designed to manage falls and 

increase activity levels. The sessions empha-

size practical strategies, as well as exercise, 

to increase strength and balance. The classes 

will be held once a week for eight weeks.



OUTREACH
SUMMER MISSIONS

This summer, Parkway Heights sent teams to be the hands and feet of Christ in both Honduras and Peru. The Honduras 
team provided a clothing ministry, helped with medical and dental procedures, held worship services and loved on chil-
dren and older adults. The Peru team held Vacation Bible Schools, taught medical workshops and worked on construction 
projects. All those serving made a difference for Christ, and we are thankful for their service.

At left, Cameron 
Bevon, Kara Sellers, 
Andy Stetelman and 
Alysha Arrington 
helped families with 
the clothing ministry 
on the Honduras trip.

At right, Laurie 
Stetelman gave a 
Honduran man a 

special bracelet.

During the 
Honduras 
mission trip, 
Carolyn Hood 
spoke to the 
group through 
an interpreter.

The Peru volunteers formed a “tunnel” for children 
as they came to Vacation Bible School.

The entire Peru mission team enjoyed touring the city 
of Cusco while on their trip.

Bo Hrom, with help from John Stewart Hrom, led 
a health workshop during the Peru trip. 

FYI

NEW DYNAMICS
Room 317  l  Teacher: Clint Gill

SEEKERS
Room 315  l  Teachers: Jeff Evans & 
Bettie Ross

YOUNG ADULTS
Room 305-A  l  Teachers: David & Mary 
Godbold

BECOMERS
Room 316  l  Teacher: Warren Hood

DISCIPLE
Room 314  l  Teacher: Fred Fisher

FIDELIS
Room 306-A & Zoom option
Teachers: Oliver Brown, Larry Hogue & 
Jim Robertson

GPS
Room 302-B  l  Teacher: Vicki 
Kibodeaux

INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
Room 306-B  |  Teacher: Susan Eaton

JESUS, ETC.
Room 305-B  l  Teachers: Rotating

Find Your Place in Sunday School!
Sunday School for all ages is held each week from 9:40 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. If you have never been a part of a Sunday 
School class or haven’t been active in a while, now is a great time to start! We encourage you to visit different classes to find 
one that’s right for you! Below is a list of our adult classes. Everyone is welcome in all classes!



OUTREACH

Lee Anne Venable has stepped up to 
help lead our partnership efforts at 
Woodley Elementary School. The fol-
lowing is a message from Lee Anne 
about how we can continue our 
strong partnership with Woodley.

Since the beginning of the Wood-
ley Elementary School-Parkway 
Heights partnership many years 
ago, we have seen our neighbor-
hood school improve by leaps and 
bounds. Because Parkway Heights 
is still called to be in ministry with 
Woodley, it is now time to re-imag-
ine what this partnership will look 
like in the coming school year and 
for many years to come.

Recently, we sat down with Wood-
ley Principal Mrs. Felicia Morris to 
find out what Woodley’s big needs 
are for this year. Students return to 
school on August 1!

First, she wants us to continue to 
pray for Woodley. Specifically, she 
wants us to pray for the safety of 

A Message from Lee Anne Venable about Woodley Elementary
the school, the staff, the students 
and the families that attend Wood-
ley. The last few school years have 
been especially challenging, and 
they need our prayerful support.

Next, the need for the Backpack pro-
gram is changing, and the demand 
looks different than it has in years 
past. She wants us to stay in conver-
sation about how PHUMC can be in 
ministry with Woodley to serve the 
most vulnerable families that attend 
our neighborhood school.

Next, the school has a washer and a 
dryer that are used to help students 
that are in need of clean clothing 
during the school day. Every parent 
knows that accidents can happen 
at any time, and having access to a 
fresh change of clothes is not always 
possible. This washer and dryer
allow the team at Woodley to clean 
students’ clothes quickly and get 
them back in the classroom with 
dignity as soon as possible and 
ready to learn! Mrs. Morris told us 

that this washer and dryer are 
now beyond repair and in need of 
replacement.

Lastly, the Woodley resource 
closet is full of uniforms and school 
supplies. However, what they need 
most are Clorox wipes, sanitary 
items such as Kleenex and chil-
dren’s underwear in very small and 
very large sizes. To help with these 
needs, we will collect these items at 
church until August 14. 

This month, the communion 
offering will support the Parkway 
Heights-Woodley partnership. We 
ask that you please contribute at 
a level that is most meaningful to 
you! Thank you!

AUGUST COMMUNION OFFERING
As mentioned above, the communion offering collected on Sunday, Aug. 7, will go to our longtime partnership 
with Woodley Elementary School. If you’d like to support this special offering, you can designate it on your check, 
place your gift in the marked communion plates outside our worship spaces or give online at parkwayheights.
org/give and select “communion offering” as the fund. Thank you for your support!

HHS students picked up their pizza provided by 
PHUMC and Main Street UMC during camp.

HHS teachers and staff were provided breakfast 
before the new school year began.

Hattiesburg High Partnership
Main Street United Methodist Church and 

Parkway Heights partnered to provide lunches 
for Hattiesburg High band camp attendees 
during their two weeks of camp in July. We  

enjoyed good food, good fellowship and good 
music with the HHS students and faculty.

Parkway Heights also provided a back-to-
school breakfast for HHS staff on July 28.



YOUTH
Youth Ministry Parent 

Meeting with Alex 

Sunday, August 7
noon-1 p.m.

Youth Chapel

Please text Alex at 601.522.6164 to 
reserve your lunch. Deadline to reserve 

food is Friday, Aug. 5!

Come enjoy lunch on Alex, as we 
discuss all things Parkway Heights 

Youth and look ahead to a busy and 
exciting fall semester. 

Important Dates
• Sunday, August 14: Fall SN@P 

Kickoff

• Wednesday, August 17: Fall 
D-Groups Kickoff

• Sunday, August 21:  
Confirmation Orientation

Youth Summer Fun

LUNCH WITH ALEX
Throughout the 

month of July, Alex 
enjoyed meeting 

our youth for lunch 
and coffee each 

Thursday at different 
restaurants.

Cultivate Interest Meeting
What is Cultivate? The word “cultivate” 
literally means to foster the growth 
of something. Our Cultivate Cohort 
is designed to be an extension of a 
student’s confirmation journey that 
focuses on what it means to be a king-
dom-minded person, who is actively 
working for the kingdom of God. 

If you’re a 9th-12th grader interested 
in digging deeper into who God is and 
who he’s called you to be, come join 
us for an interest meeting on Sunday, 
Aug. 14, at noon, where Alex will give 
an overview of this year’s study, focus 
and expectations. RSVP to Alex via text 
at 601.522.6164 to reserve your spot 
and lunch. Deadline to reserve food is 
Friday, Aug. 12! 

SN@P GATHERINGS
Sunday nights have 
been fun for our youth 
this summer, including 
swimming parties and 
games at the Batson 
home (top left) and Jones 
home (top right). Alex 
and Hannah Doleac also 
hosted an 80s party (left).

Fall Retreat: 
September 17-18 

Registration is now open to all 
7th-12th graders for our 
upcoming Fall Retreat at  
Timber Creek Camp to be held 
September 17-18. Please scan 
the QR code to the right to sign 
up! If you are a parent who would like to attend as a chaperone, please reach 
out to Alex at 601.522.6164 or via email at alexdoleac@parkwayheights.org. The 
deadline to register is Sunday, Aug. 21!



HAPPY 
CAMPERS: 
Darcie Mann 
and Aliegha 
Ogden attend-
ed the younger 
elementary 
summer camp at Camp Wesley Pines 
in July. We are thankful for these  
opportunities for our children to 
attend Christian summer camp!

Special Thanks to Our Sunday School Teachers
We want to express our thanks to the many volunteers who have 
served and continue to serve as Sunday School teachers with our 
children. You are a blessing! We would like to give a special “shout-out” 
to Lyerly Christensen, Stewart Eaton, Amy Batson and Dannell Roberts. 
They have all served as children’s Sunday School teachers between 
eight and 10 years and are stepping away from weekly teaching to 
serve at Parkway Heights in other areas this fall. If you see them, be 
sure to thank them for their ministry with our children. Please call or 
text Lesley at 601.564.5440 or email lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org 
to learn more about serving as a children’s Sunday School teacher.

CHILDREN

The Loft Pool Party
Our fifth and sixth grade children 
in the Loft met at Tim and Pam 
Breland’s home on July 24 for a 
pool party. Twenty kids (and one 
dog) celebrated the beginning of 
the school year! Thank you, Tim 
and Pam, for hosting the party!

Amy Batson & Dannell 
Roberts

Lyerly Christensen and Stewart Eaton 
with the Loft kids (and Lindsey Lewis)  
in 2020

Sunday School Update
We have had a great time in children’s Sunday School 
this summer, and we look forward to a terrific fall! Sunday 
School starts at 9:40 a.m. each week. Preschool children 
meet in the Early Encounters/Nursery wing. Kindergart-
ners through sixth graders meet in the children’s wing on 
the second floor. We’d love for all children to be there!

The word “acolyte” means “companion” or “one who 
helps.” Acolytes serve as companions, or helpers, to 
our pastors, performing functions in our traditional 
service, such as carrying out the light of Christ at the 
end of worship. 

Parents, is your third through sixth 
grade child interested in serving as 
an acolyte in the 10:45 Sanctuary 
service this school year? Come to 
an acolyte interest/training meet-
ing on Sunday, Aug. 7, at 8:45 a.m. 
PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A NEW TIME 
THAN PREVIOUSLY STATED. Training will last about 30 
minutes. 

Returning acolytes are not required to attend, but 
they may choose to if desired. 

Acolyte Training: NEW TIME

Asher Keeton (left) and Mary Makenzie Walker (right) volunteered to be 
“balloon models” during large group time on Sunday, July 24.



PH PICS
Sunday, July 3, was the first Sunday 
for Keith Keeton and his family to 
be with us at Parkway Heights. 
After the service, everyone greeted 
the Keetons in a receiving line.

United Women in Faith’s Outreach 
Circle (plus a couple special guests) 

enjoyed a wonderful lunch and time 
of fellowship at Meador Homestead 

for their July gathering.

We had a great 
turnout of older 

adults for Lunch & 
Fun on Thursday, 

July 21. Those 
attending enjoyed 

lunch, fellowship 
and getting to 

know Keith Keeton 
better. 

Susan Eaton has 
been leading a 
four-part study 
called “Finding 
Peace in an  
Anxious World” 
for United 
Women in Faith.

PRESCHOOL

August’s Preschool  
Family Play Day
Parents of preschoolers, you and your 
families are invited to join us on Satur-
day, Aug. 27, from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. 
for a Preschool Family Play Day at Up-
Down Trampoline Park. Please watch 
for more details about this fun event! 
If you would like to receive communi-
cation about our monthly gatherings 
via the GroupMe app, please contact 
Lesley Ellison to be added. 

PRESCHOOL SPLASH DAY
The annual Preschool Splash Day 

on Saturday, July 30, was a big 
hit with our little ones! Everyone 

enjoyed cooling off on the  
inflatable water slide.



Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights UMC,

Thank you for hosting our FestivalSouth performance of 
Dario Martin on June 24. Your Sanctuary offers a peaceful 
and comfortable experience, and we appreciate your 
support of the festival year after year.

Gratefully,
Rachel Ciraldo
FestivalSouth

Dear Parkway Heights Friends,
 
Rising grocery and gas prices are certainly affecting all of 
us. At Edwards Street Fellowship Center, we thank God 
for you and your generosity to provide a helping hand to 
struggling families and individuals in their time of need. 
At the Edwards Street food pantry, June 2022 was as busy 
as the spring of 2020, when the pandemic was forcing 
business closures and layoffs.

JUNE 2022 Food Pantry Snapshot

• 1,720 households (representing 5,498 individuals)  
received 3,315 grocery bags of nourishing food in 
June.

• 34% more households were served in June 2022 
than in June 2021.

• 117 households served in June were first-time pantry 
clients.

• 62 households served in June re-certified with our 
pantry because they had not requested food bags 
since at least October 2021.  

Those seeking assistance included senior adults on fixed 
incomes, families with school-age children home for the 
summer and working individuals who were “making it” 
on their tight budgets until the bumps in gas and food 
prices knocked those budgets out of line.

In the midst of higher demand for food pantry services, 
we celebrate the generosity of compassionate friends 
like you. Your kind care for your neighbors shines the 
light of God’s love throughout our community. Thank 
you, and God bless you!

With Gratitude for You,  
Ann McCullen
Executive Director,
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

PHUMC Finances 
June 2022  
Income ............................................................................. $132,867 
Expenses ......................................................................... $127,272 
Net ............................................................................................. $5,595 

 

YTD Actual  
Income ............................................................................. $725,242 
Expenses ......................................................................... $745,902 
Net ....................................................................................... $(20,660) 

 

YTD Comparison  
Budgeted Income ................................................... $767,022 
Actual Income ............................................................ $725,242 
Budget Deficit ............................................................... $41,780

Prayer Concerns 

- Cliff Hamilton
- Patsy Register

Sympathy To...
- Nancy Hausler on the death of her husband,    
   Woody 

- Jeanne Phillips, Marye Runnels and their family  
  on the death of Bill Phillips 

- Bettie Cox on the death of her husband, David  
  Powers

Food Drives for Edwards Street 
Over the past few months, for different occasions, our 
congregation has collected nonperishable food for the 
food pantry at Edwards Street Fellowship Center. 

• In early summer, our youth  
donated over 620 pounds of 
food!

• During Vacation Bible School, our 
children collected and donated 
almost 272 pounds of food!

Thank you for your support!
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8:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service in 
Founders Hall & live on Facebook

9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School

10:45 a.m.: Traditional Service in  
Sanctuary

 
The Open Door Community

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 

Open Door’s Facebook page

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Hold your cell phone’s camera over these 
QR codes to activate them.

Access our website

Download our app

Give online

Reminder... New episodes of the 
“Embodied Holiness” podcast are 

released each Tuesday. Learn more 
and listen at embodiedholiness.com. 

This summer, you can listen to the 
“One Voice” summer series.


