
The Most Important Hour at Parkway Heights
“O Come Let Us Adore Him, Christ the Lord!”

I wanted to update you on the most important hour of our life together at 
Parkway Heights. Since June, we returned to worship with a new schedule, 
starting with two concurrent services that both begin at 10:30 a.m. 
We changed the Sunday morning schedule in order to allow for more 
connection between our two main worship services. We also wanted to 
give our church more of a “one-church” feel on Sunday morning.  

On July 11, we added a simple service at 8:30 a.m. to accommodate early 
risers and people who still need more space due to the pandemic. This 
service is a bit more brief and simple than the 10:30 services, and we offer 
communion every Sunday here. We end the service in plenty of time for 
people to attend a 9:15 Sunday School class.

We are continuing to tweak Sunday morning this summer in order to be 
ready for larger crowds in the fall. We know we are not at full capacity quite 
yet due to the pandemic. (Summer worship numbers are running about 
70% of pre-COVID summer averages.) However, we are getting positive 
feedback on the new schedule:

• better energy and more connection before and after our 10:30 a.m. 
worship services

• easier planning and better participation for groups that need to gather 
after the services

• simpler flow from Sunday School to worship 
• easier transitions to our occasional one-worship Sundays (no change in 

worship time).

Everyone on our staff who preaches is preaching significantly more 
Sundays each year; but so far, we are enjoying that challenge! We want 
Sunday mornings to be inspirational, connectional and transforming. We 
want our services to be lively and life-giving week in and week out.  We are 
always working for all three of our services to be inviting and welcoming to 
new people. To the many who plan out worship and preaching all year, this 
is indeed a labor of love! I thank God that we’ve been given so many who 
are gifted in worship leadership, planning and preaching!  

Whatever we do for the rest of the year, let’s do worship well! Please help us 
to make Sunday morning worship and praise the highlight of the week!

Yours in Christ,
Bruce

By the way, our worship themes for the rest of the year are listed to the right.
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Upcoming Worship 

Themes
AUGUST 8-SEPTEMBER 5:  
Thrive - We will dive deeply 
into our purpose and mission 
at Parkway Heights. We will 
remember what it means 
to live out our faith deeply 
together as one church and 
find our excitement about how 
we live that out in Hattiesburg 
and beyond.

SEPTEMBER 12 & 19:   
Stand alone weeks - We’ll take 
a short break from a series for 
two weeks.

SEPTEMBER 26-OCTOBER 10:  
Walking with Job - We’ll focus 
on the amazing story of Job 
and look for meaning in his 
suffering, as well as our own.

OCTOBER 17 & 24:   
What’s Up with Jonah? - And 
what does he have against 
the people of Nineveh? Why 
does God insist that I love my 
enemies?

OCTOBER 31 & NOVEMBER 7:  
Ruth: A Love Story - People can 
do the most amazing things — 
sometimes terrible, sometimes 
beautiful. For an example of 
the beautiful, look no further 
than the story found in Ruth.  
If it can happen to Ruth, it can 
happen to us!

continued on next page
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Since the beginning of the pandemic, 
Parkway Heights, along with the rest 
of the world, has adapted to many 
changes. We began a new worship 
schedule on June 13, with both main 
services taking place at 10:30 a.m. 
Then on July 11, we added an 8:30 
a.m. Word and Table service. We know 
that with any change, there is some 
confusion. We hope the following 
information will answer some of the 
questions you might have.

Why did you change the worship 
times? 
We took the opportunity to change 
the worship times to concurrent ser-
vices to try something different and 
breathe some new energy into our 
services. The result has been more fel-
lowship and connection taking place 
in the Atrium since everyone is there 
together. There have been relatively 
similar attendance numbers in both 
services as well.

What about the 8:30 a.m. service? 
Will it go back to being a contem-
porary service in Founders Hall?
No, the 8:30 a.m. service will remain in 
the Sanctuary. One reason is that our 
Praise Band rehearses before the 10:30 
a.m. service, and they need adequate 

Upcoming Worship, cont.

NOVEMBER 14:
Confirmation Sunday! We 
will have one service on this 
day. This will be our second 
confirmation class this 
calendar year! We currently 
have 15 more signed up to go 
through confirmation.

NOVEMBER 21:  
Thanksgiving Sunday - How 
do we turn a special day into a 
way of life?

NOVEMBER 28-DECEMBER 19: 
The Good News About 
Tomorrow - Before we know it, 
it will be time for our Advent 
worship series.

DECEMBER 24:
In-house Christmas Eve 
communion services return!

DECEMBER 26:
Singing Christmas! We will only 
hold one church service on 
Sunday, Dec. 26. 

time to do so. The 8:30 a.m. service is a 
Word and Table service, which means 
it is more simple and more brief than 
our other services. This service is 
reflective and intimate. Holy commu-
nion is celebrated each week. About 
20-30 people attend this service each 
Sunday.

Is the same worship series being 
followed in each service? What 
about the Scripture? 
Our five pastors (Bruce Case, Julie 
Collins, Susan Eaton, Wes Ingram and 
David Sellers) rotate preaching in the 
Founders Hall and Sanctuary services. 
On occasion, we also have guest 
pastors. They follow the same worship 
series, but they might use different 
Scriptures because they are writing 
and preaching their own sermons.

Twice this summer, due to schedule 
limitations, Bruce and Susan swapped 
services and preached his/her previ-
ous sermon to the other service. How-
ever, with our upcoming schedule, 
that is not planned to happen again.

Remind me about Sunday School.
Sunday School for all ages takes place 
at 9:15 a.m. Find a list of classes on 
parkwayheights.org and in the Atrium.

Answering Your Questions about Our New Schedule

New Heights to Take Place on August 15
Are you new to Parkway Heights? Perhaps you’ve been here awhile, but you’d 
like to know more about our church and ministries? Come discover why Parkway 
Heights is a great place to connect and grow in your faith!

New Heights will be held Sunday, Aug. 15, at 11:45 a.m. in the Youth Chapel. A 
light lunch will be served. This will be a time of orientation to the opportunities 
at Parkway Heights, a time to tour our building and a time to get to know each 
other better. Come get answers to any questions you may have.

Childcare will be provided. Please let us know if you’d like to attend by calling 
601.544.7873 or emailing us at parkwayheights@parkwayheights.org.

Guest Pastor Eric Davis to 
Preach on August 1
Sunday, Aug. 1, Rev. 
Eric Davis, executive 
director of the Wesley 
Foundation at the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi, will serve 
as our guest pastor in 
the Founders Hall ser-
vice. Eric will also join us on Septem-
ber 5 to preach in the Sanctuary.

Eric Davis
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Bible Study and More with Bruce
Would you like to join Bruce for a lively study of the letters of John for a 
seven-week, no-holds-barred lecture and discussion? The three letters 
of John offer much needed clarity to the early church about who Jesus 
is and what it means to love one another in a divided community. Does 
this sound timely to you? It should. In a passionate appeal to both 
ethics and faithfulness, the writer of these three, short letters gets right 
to the point. 

There will be two options for this Bible study: Sundays at 4 p.m., begin-
ning August 8 and Wednesdays at noon, beginning August 11. If you 
want to participate with us online, please let us know, and we can make 
a Zoom option available if there is interest. There is no book needed 
for this series — just your Bible. To register for the class, please email 
parkwayheights@parkwayheights.org.

Men’s Retreat on 
Self-Compassion
All men are invited to attend  
Cultivating the Gentle and Fierce Sides 
of Self-Compassion, presented by 
Illuman of Louisiana. This retreat will 
take place October 1-3, at the Felici-
ana Retreat and Conference Center 
in Norwood, LA, and will be led by 
William Thiele. During the retreat, men 
will be challenged to locate and live 
from their own fearless heart through 
guided meditations, centering prayer, 
journaling, ritual and Circle Wisdom. 

If you are interested in attending or 
would like more information, please 
contact Brian Ford at 703.862.6125.

Save the Date for Our 
Church Picnic: Sept. 12
Our fall churchwide picnic will be 
held Sunday, Sept. 12, at 12:30 p.m. 
This year, our picnic will be at a NEW 
LOCATION: Tatum Park!

We’ll gather at the large pavilion in 
the middle of the soccer fields for 
some fun and fellowship. Plan to 
“brown bag” it and bring your own 
lunch for your family. Watch for more 
details coming soon!

North of 70
Assistance

We understand many of our 
older adults are choosing 
to remain at home due to 
the spread of the COVID-19 
variant. If you — or someone 
you know from our congrega-
tion — find yourself in need 
of assistance with picking up 
groceries or prescriptions, etc., 
please contact Julie Collins at 
601.544.7873 or juliecollins@
parkwayheights.org.

Also, if you are interested in 
serving our North of 70 Min-
istry by making deliveries or 
running errands for our older 
or more vulnerable adults, 
please let Julie know that as 
well. Thank you!

College Ministry Lunches
As more col-
lege students 
return to town 
this month, 
we want to 
invite them to 
join us each 
Sunday for a 
free meal and 
great conversation during Lunch 
and Discuss. Following the worship 
services at 10:30 a.m., students meet 
in the Atrium for lunch (on us!) usually 
from McAlister’s Deli. During lunch, 
there is discussion centered around a 
Biblical topic.

Please invite any college students (at 
any school) you know. All are wel-
come!

Supporting Early 
Encounters
Beginning Sunday, Aug. 8, be on the 
lookout for a board in the Atrium 
displaying cards with wish list items 
for Early Encounters, Parkway Heights’ 
Preschool and Childcare Ministry. If 
you’d like to support Early Encounters, 
please pick up a card and return your 
donated item(s) by the end of August.



August’s Communion 
Offering for Woodley
The communion offering collected 
on Sunday, Aug. 1, will go to our 
longtime partnership with Woodley 
Elementary School. If you’d like to 
support this special offering, you can 
designate it on your check, place your 
gift in the marked communion plates 

outside our worship 
spaces or give online 
at parkwayheights.
org/give and select 
“communion offering” 
as the fund. Thank you 
for your support!
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outreach

Disciple Sunday School Class Invites You!
The Disciple Sunday School class looks forward to gathering again beginning 
Sunday, Aug. 22. The Disciple class is an inter-generational group that studies 
the Bible for enlightenment and guidance, as they adopt personal goals toward 
perfection in Christ. 

Through the regular study of Scripture you will:
• gain a closer and more personal relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.
• develop a more Christ-like relationship with the world in which we are called 

to serve. (Matthew 22:36-40)
• form a deeper understanding of ourselves and God’s never-ending mercies 

for us.

The Disciple class meets in Room 314. Susan 
Eaton is currently leading a class on the 
Inductive Bible study method with this class 
and others. For more information about the 
Disciple Sunday School class, call or text Fred 
and Diane Fisher at 601.606.6011.
 

Also returning this fall is the Fellowship Sunday School class. All of our Sunday 
School classes are open to anyone who would like to participate. The classes 
meet on the second floor on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. To view the entire list of class-
es, visit our website at parkwayheights.org or pick up a brochure in the Atrium.

Communication Skills 
for Co-Parenting 

Plans Next Workshop
The next session of Communi-
cation Skills for Co-Parenting 
will begin Wednesday, Sept. 29. 
This class has been developed to 
assist parents who are divorced, 
who never married and live 
separately or who live together 
but do not always agree about 
parenting. Over the six-week 
class, parents will develop skills to 
communicate and work together 
toward raising an independent 
child. Topics will include: raising 
strong children, psychological 
effects of divorce on children, de-
cision making, communication, 
discipline, alienation and beyond. 
Watch for registration to begin 
soon. Please help us spread the 
word about this beneficial class.

A Really Big Opportunity to Change the World
Are you looking for an opportunity to make a difference in another person’s life 
in our community? Do you enjoy making a new friend who may not share your 
age or demographic? Are you eager to get out and get on a team with a bigger-
than-you purpose?  

We are looking for a few people to help deepen our ministry with students at 
Hattiesburg High School. We’ll be serving meals together to the HHS band on 
four Friday nights this fall. We will also begin popular book clubs for students that 
will take place on weekday afternoons. We are looking for good listeners, men-
tors and hands-on disciples of Jesus, who yearn to do small things with great 
love. If you could see yourself in the middle of a group of wonderful high school 
band members on a Friday night or if you see yourself laughing and asking ques-
tions about a book in the circle of some amazing students in the library, then we 
need you! For more information on either of these two opportunities, contact 
Wes Ingram at wesingram@parkwayheights.org before August 15. A whole new 
world of opportunity is only a ten minute drive away.



youth
Confirmation to Start 
August 22 

The next confirmation journey for 
middle school students will begin 
on Sunday, Aug. 22. 
Due to COVID-19 
delaying last year’s 
confirmation class 
schedule, this will be 
the second group of 
students to be con-
firmed this calendar year. Please be in 
prayer for the 15 young people who 
will begin their confirmation journey 
this month.

August SN@P
August 1: NO SN@P - seventh & 
   eighth grade bowling night

August 8: NO SN@P - youth  
   leadership team meeting

August 15: Youth & Parent SN@P  
   Fall Kick-off

August 22 - SN@P serving  
   opportunity  - Edwards Street 
   food packing @ Parkway Heights

August 29 - SN@P & Swimming @ 
   Hattiesburg Racquet Club

Youth Summer Fun
SCAVENGER HUNT

On Sunday, June 27, our youth 
broke into teams to compete 

in a scavenger hunt around 
Hattiesburg. 

JUNIOR/SENIOR TRIP
At the end of June, some of our graduating seniors and rising seniors 
enjoyed a trip to North Georgia for rafting and hiking. As the old phrase 
goes: “A good time was had by all!”

D-Groups Return 

Disciple Groups, or D-Groups, will 
begin meeting on Wednesday, Aug. 
18. D-Groups are small groups of stu-
dents, who are the same gender and 
close in age. These groups will meet 
with their leaders on Wednesday 
nights this fall. 

SN@P GATHERINGS
Sunday nights have been fun this 
summer, including swimming at 
the Morris home (above) and laser 
tag with the high schoolers (left).



children

Children, youth and adults experienced God’s provision on an exciting journey with Moses and the Israelites at 
Wilderness Escape Vacation Bible School in June. Thank you to our dedicated volunteers for making VBS such an 
awesome event!

Wilderness Escape Vacation Bible School

Blessing of the Backpacks
On Sunday, Aug. 8, we will celebrate 
the start of a new school year with 
our Blessing of the Backpacks in 
both worship services. All children 
are invited to bring their (empty) 
backpacks to church. We will pray for 
God's blessing on our teachers and 
students.

PRESCHOOL SPLASH 
PAD DAY

Preschoolers and their families met 
at Paul B. Johnson State Park on 
July 24 for some splash pad fun!

Anna Hurder and son Joseph Alotaibi cooled 
off at the splash pad.

Bella Bass, Aubrey Thompson and Adrianna 
Bass enjoyed their morning together.

CAMP  
WESLEY 
PINES
Pictured at left 
are Jennifer 
Davenport 

(hugging her daughter, Lila Beth 
Rasberry), Rossie Norton and Kendall 
Ingram before the girls headed to 
Camp Wesley Pines in Hazlehurst. Cela 
Batson (not pictured) also attended 
the week at camp.

Our fifth and sixth grade girls enjoyed 
a wonderful afternoon at the home 
of Pam and Tim Breland on July 18! 
Thank you, Pam and Tim, for hosting 
our Loft kids as we welcomed the 
rising fifth graders to the group!

The Loft kids had a great time at their summer 
swim party on July 18!

Tim and Pam Breland posed with the girls while 
they finished up supper.

Loft Pool Party



Returning 
acolytes 
are not 
required 
to attend, 
but they 
may 
choose to 
if desired. 

Parents, please plan to stay for 
the training; we will be finished 
by noon. Please contact Lesley 
at 601.544.7873 or lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org if your child is 
interested in serving. 

We’d like to thank Megan McCay 
for serving as our acolyte coordi-
nator this year.

children

in case you missed it
On Sunday, July 4, Bruce preached 
to a combined congregation about 
“play and rest.” To demonstrate the 
power of play, he threw beach balls 
into the crowd.

Parkway Heights’ men met for 
burgers and fellowship at the 

home of Sid Collins on July 26.

Sunday School Update
We have had a great start to Sunday 
School this summer and are looking 
forward to seeing even more of our 
kids this fall! Sunday School starts at 
9:15 a.m. each week. Preschool chil-
dren check in on the first floor with 
nursery staff and meet in the Early 
Encounters/nursery wing. Parents of 
kindergartners through sixth grad-
ers check in using clipboards at the 
second floor Welcome Desk, and the 
classes meet in the children’s wing 
down the hall.

The word “acolyte” means “compan-
ion” or “one who helps.” Acolytes 
serve as companions or helpers to 
the pastors, performing functions 
at the beginning, during and at the 
close of worship. 

Children in third 
through sixth 
grades are invit-
ed to serve as 
acolytes at Park-
way Heights 
in our 10:30 
a.m. Sanctuary 
service. If your 
child is interest-

ed in acolyting, please come to a 
30-minute training on Sunday, Aug. 
15, at 11:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 

Acolyte Training Set for August 15

Cela Batson and Pearl 
Cullop

Megan McCay gets acolytes 
Sophia Sisemore and Eliza 

Cascio ready to go. 

On July 26, 
Parkway Heights 

showed our 
appreciation to 
our North of 70 

volunteer callers 
with an  

afternoon tea.

We were happy 
to have Rev. Mike 
Dixon of Ekklesia 
Church and the 
Pinebelt  
Foundation to 
serve as our guest 
pastor on July 25.



Mail Room
Thank you, staff and members of Park-
way Heights United Methodist Church, 
for the prayers, food and cards. I know 
that Larry is in the Lord’s hands now. 
Thank you again and God bless.

Liz Payne and family

Dear Parkway Heights,

We appreciate your kind and gener-
ous gift to God’s Promise in Haiti. We 
provide clean drinking water, housing 
and schooling for a very impoverished 
area in Haiti. Our clinic is open now 
and staffed with two dedicated Haitian 
doctors. They are providing desperately 
needed healthcare. Our church is going 
strong with men’s, women’s and youth 
groups. They love singing and praising 
for hours. (They don’t watch the clock 
like we do.) 

Thanks,
Leslie and Tony Haines
God’s Promise in Haiti 

(Rev. Tony Haines is from Madison and 
has recently been ordained as a deacon 
in the United Methodist Church. He is the 
founder of God’s Promise in Haiti.)

Dear Parkway Heights Friends,

Your faithful generosity has enabled 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center 
to provide essential services to our 
community throughout the pandemic. 
Thank you! 

We’re excited to see life at Edwards 
Street beginning to return to normal. 
Our ladies’ Bible fellowship group 
resumed their weekly gatherings in July 
after a 16-month COVID break. Com-
munity partners are back in our food 
pantry lobby providing free HIV testing, 
blood pressure screenings and other 
services. Our food pantry is distributing 
food to fewer households each month 
than we did in 2020. (Of course, 1,400 
households per month is still too many 
food insecure neighbors, but it’s an 
improvement from the 1,700 house-
holds who accessed our services some 
months last year.) 

God bless you as you care deeply for 
adults and children across the Pine Belt 
who need a helping hand. Your finan-
cial gifts, prayers, food donations and 
volunteer service truly shine the light of 
God’s love to our hurting world.

With Gratitude for You,
Ann McCullen
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Dear Parkway Heights,

I would like to thank you for all the 
prayers and support during my recent 
surgery and ongoing recovery — in 
particular the Prayer Shawl Ministry, for 
the cloak of love, prayer and support. It 
was/is a great comfort.

Thanks Again,
Rodney N. Lovitt

Dear Parkway Heights UMC,

Thank you for raising $1,175.15 through 
Baby Bottle Boomerang. Your support 
will impact the lives of those we serve.

Serving Him for Life,
Hope Clinic of Hattiesburg

PHUMC Finances 
June 2021 
Income                          $128,881 
Expenses                       $119,375 
Net                                      $9,506 
 

YTD Actual 
Income                          $728,261 
Expenses                       $790,010 
Net                                  $(61,749) 
 

YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income       $800,500 
Actual Income              $728,261 
Budget Deficit                $72,239

Prayer Concerns 
David Cullop, Walter Didlake, Susan 
Donohue, Floanne Kersh, Bill Phillips 
and Larry Royals

Sympathy To...
- Bill Phillips, on the death of his 
sister, Sally Collins 
- Dixie Evans, on the death of her 
sister, Sondra Nelson 
- Pam Peterman, on the death of her 
niece 
- Mary Peters, on the death of her 
niece

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Word & Table Service

9:15 a.m.: Sunday School
10:30 a.m.: Traditional Service in  

Sanctuary & Contemporary Service in 
Founders Hall & live on Facebook

 
The Open Door Community

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 

Open Door’s Facebook page

Our mission: 
“To connect, equip and 
send people for Christ”


