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Fall Forward

BAND TOGETHER

Okay, Parkway Heights family, we’ve got two
choices the way I see it. We can roll over, feel sorry
for ourselves and play dead during this prolonged
delay in live worship; or we can use this hardship to
get creative and build our beloved community with
intentionality, faith and love! I’m partial to our second
option. How about you?
Bruce Case

Starting in August and September, Julie, Susan and I
will be hosting Zoom groups. Susan will be leading
a study using Joshua McNall’s Long Story Short, which looks at the overarching
Biblical story through six movements. It’s excellent for anyone who wants to
grasp the big picture of the Bible. The book is down-to-earth and witty. Julie is
going to host Coffee Talk on Zoom. Coffee Talk will be a time when anybody
can join in and check on one another, see everyone’s faces and encourage
each other. I’ll be hosting a Zoom study on seeing our nation’s history through
the lens of Black historians. It will be good for anyone trying to gain a deeper
understanding of issues like slavery, Jim Crow and Black farming. There is
something for everybody! And we can’t wait.

But wait! There’s more! Greg Fuller will be sharing a video series on Mississippi
church sanctuaries and organs that many will find fascinating. Sam Bruton will
also be hosting a monthly Zoom series that will begin in September. It will be
a conversation with guests who have made a difference in this world called
Divisions: Conversations about Race, the Church and our Nation. Raylawni
Branch, the first Black student at the University of Southern Mississippi (and Main
Street UMC member), will be the first guest!
Finally, we will be helping to organize new bands! We will encourage members
to connect in groups of three to five to meet by phone or outdoors or in homes
to simply pray, check in on one another and share joys and concerns of living.
These small support groups are ideal during this time when we can’t meet in
larger groups.
Parkway Heights has endured world wars, energy crises, recessions and all kinds
of turbulence. Parkway Heights has never stopped moving forward. Find your
place at Parkway Heights to keep moving. We will continue to build disciples
who strive with the Spirit’s help to love God and one another in all we do. All we
need is for you to climb aboard. Let’s go!
Onward,
Bruce
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During these stressful times,
connection with others is very
important. Jesus changed
the world by forming deep
relationships with a few
people who would then carry
on his work. He even said
that the very credibility of
his life and message in the
eyes of unbelievers would be
dependent upon the way his
followers relate to each other
(see John 17).
In September, we want to
form more bands, especially
micro group bands, within
our congregation. A micro
group is made up of three
to five people who meet
regularly to support and care
for each other.
Begin thinking now of others
you can ask to join you in a
micro group. We’ll be ready to
assist anyone who would like
a group but is not sure whom
to ask. Your group could meet
in person or virtually. This is
a great way for us to connect
with others in our church
more deeply.

FYI
Take Advantage of New Fall Studies and Opportunities
Even though our upcoming studies and groups will be formatted a little differently this fall, we hope you will
take advantage of these opportunities for growth.

1619 PODCAST DISCUSSION GROUP

COFFEE BREAK WITH JULIE

Facilitated by Julie Collins / Online /
Wednesdays at 4 p.m. beginning August 12
Are you missing our Sunday morning coffee
fellowship? Let’s get together for coffee! Beginning on Wednesday, Aug. 12, we’ll gather
via Zoom from 4 until 4:15 p.m. each week.
A link will be posted on our Facebook page
on Wednesday mornings. This will be a great
opportunity for folks to visit and catch up
with each other just like a Sunday morning.
We hope you’ll join us for a coffee break!

REBUILDING WHEN YOUR
RELATIONSHIP ENDS
is tentatively planning to begin a
new session in October. Watch for
more information coming soon.

Led by Bruce Case / Online / Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
beginning September 9
Are you a history buff? Do you love learning more about
things in the past that have shaped our present? Are
you interested in hearing and discussing a documentary
that explores how slavery, the Civil War, Reconstruction,
Jim Crow and Civil Rights have impacted our culture
today? Join us on Zoom as we listen each week to a
35-minute podcast together and discuss what we’ve
heard and learned. If you like to be challenged and are
eager to have a better understanding of the difficult
parts of our past; or if you believe learning our history
can help us to be more compassionate, empathetic
Christians in our world, then this class is for you! We’ll
explore other books and works during this time as well.

DIVISIONS: CONVERSATIONS ABOUT RACE, THE
CHURCH AND OUR NATION

Led by Sam Bruton / Online / September 2, October 7 &
November 4 at 7 p.m.
These webinars will invite special guests who have made a
difference in our world to speak with Sam and Bruce. The first
guest on Wednesday, Sept. 2, will be Raylawni Branch, the first
African American student at the University of Southern Mississippi. Join us on Zoom for these impactful conversations.

LONG STORY SHORT by Joshua McNall
Led by Susan Eaton / Mondays at 10 a.m. beginning September 14 / Susan hopes to offer this
class in person with a Zoom option
The Bible can be daunting. It’s ancient, enormous and sometimes challenging to understand.
Long Story Short shares the Biblical narrative in a way that requires no prior engagement with
the Bible. It traces the big story of who God is and how he is saving the world through six
simple movements: Creation, Fall, Israel, Jesus, Church, New Creation.
McNall writes in a compelling, tongue-in-cheek style and has pop culture references scattered throughout. But rather than distract from the Biblical story, it engages the unchurched,
de-churched or over-churched with substantive truth about God’s character and the story of redemption.
During this study you will: (1) learn the big story of Scripture as a seamless whole (2) engage with a highly
readable book (3) be challenged to think about familiar stories of the Bible in fresh ways.

FYI
North of 70 Ministry Blesses Recipients and Volunteers

T

hey say good help is hard to find...well, not if you are a
member of Parkway Heights!

Parkway Heights has always been mindful of our senior
adults and their changing needs. Since more than 25%
of our members are 70 or older, staff and volunteers had
been eager to add programming and support for this
group. Beginning in late 2019, ideas such as recreational
opportunities, exercise classes, small groups, calling and
support programs had emerged.
The North of 70 Ministry was in its infancy when COVID-19
made its unwelcome appearance. God’s spirit was leading as the first planning meeting was held in early March
of this year, the same week Mississippi registered its first
COVID-19 victims. Thanks to the leadership of Marty and
Don Woodall and Susan McCall, lists of church members
who might benefit from phone calls and assistance were
quickly compiled. Many North of 70 volunteers worked
from home and began calling. As the economy was
shut down and quarantine was implemented, additional
younger volunteers, including members of the Young
Adult Sunday School class stepped forward to become
shoppers for seniors.
These generous people with full
time jobs, young families and busy
lives stepped up to the challenge
of finding the elusive toilet paper
and sanitizer, among other items.
One highlight of this ministry is
that it allows members to engage
with others with whom they
might not normally interact. The
Amye and Austin Lovitt have
been delivering groceries for Lovitts and Masons are an examthe North of 70 Ministry.
ple. Amye Lovitt made a grocery
delivery to Lex and Barbara Mason
and walked away with two precious new friends!
Pam Breland is another volunteer who has grown friendships. “In a time where connections are important, it has
been my pleasure to ‘connect’ with four senior households,” she said. “The conversations and visits at a distance
have been wonderful. Strengthening friendships with
those whom I have known for years and making new
friends has been a blessing. I encourage all ages to participate, either as a team member or recipient.”
The appreciation and love are mutual among all volunteers and recipients. Anne Hutto recently expressed her

gratitude. “Kudos to the North of 70 committee! It has
been so wonderful to have someone brave the virus to
pick up my medicines, get groceries and other errands.
Because of my health vulnerability, she may have just
saved my life! May God bless Susan McCall and all this
committee from a very grateful 91-year-old.”
Nova Corley echoed Anne’s
sentiments. She added, “The
many cards and phone calls
of care, concern and news
have been so welcome. The
willingness to run errands of
any kind has certainly been
a boost to us who are not
going anywhere. Thank you
for your many blessings!”
JoAn and Billy Slay have been
touched by the inclusion of the
Ginger Smith pointed out
children in making contacts with
that the callers can benefit
the seniors.
just at the recipients do. She
admires Evelyn Stone and her amazing spirit. Ginger said,
“If we miss talking to her, she calls to check on us!”

The connections have not only strengthened relationships with friends, but relationships with Christ as well.
“These phone contact opportunities have helped me
grow in my walk,” said Vicki Kibodeaux, who calls on JoAn
Slay and Darlene Wheeler. “The Holy Spirit has definitely
been a part of this journey. There have been several times
I have felt a prompt to call one of my friends, and when I
did so, it turned out to be what was needed. These ladies
have blessed me far more than anything I have done for
them. I love my ladies!”
Executive Pastor Julie Collins called the North of 70 Ministry a gift and a blessing. “During this challenging time
full of stress, anxiety and loneliness, people need Christian community. Our callers are providing that with each
phone call, thoughtful note or errand,” she said.
Our calling to love our neighbors is not something new,
but it is ever evolving as we understand the current
situation in our church. Now more than ever, we need
to give our love, support and care to each other. If you
would like to be a part of the North of 70 Ministry — as
a caller or a recipient — please contact Don Woodall
(601.264.2824), Marty Woodall (601.466.2911) or Susan
McCall (601.543.9149).

FYI
In Case You Missed It

Help Us Invite Others
to “New Heights”
Do you know anyone who
is new to Parkway Heights,
or perhaps you’ve noticed
someone participating on
social media who might be
interested in learning more
about our church? Or maybe
you are new to Parkway
Heights?
When it is safe to do so, we are
planning to host a couple small
gatherings of New Heights
(formerly Parkway Heights
101) to explain what Parkway
Heights is all about and get to
know these new faces.
Please send us any names
and contact information
of others who might be
interested, so we may invite
them to these gatherings.
You can email the information
to parkwayheights@
parkwayheights.org. Thank you!

PARKING LOT COMMUNION

On Sunday, July 5, Parkway Heights held our first parking lot communion service.
We had good weather and a good turnout as we listened to Scripture and a
brief devotion over our radios and celebrated holy communion together — but
separately — in our own vehicles.

Sunday School & Small Group Resources
The summer is quickly coming to a close, and we are still in this strange season
of not being able to meet together traditionally. However, there are still ways
your Sunday School class or small group can meet for edification and learning.
Seedbed Publishing is another resource you can use while meeting from home.
To understand how to use Seedbed during this time, visit seedbed.com and click
on “COVID Small Group Help” at the top for more information.
As always, you can also use Right Now Media for resources for your family or
group. By being a part of our congregation, you are entitled to a free Right Now
Media account. Visit parkwayheights.org/news to learn more and find a link to
access your account. Email susaneaton@parkwayheights.org for information.

Susan & Stewart Eaton Release New Book
We are excited to announce that our own Susan and Stewart Eaton have recently released You’re
Gonna Be Okay: Truth, Practices and Encouragement to Give You Hope When You Feel Hopeless, a
loving guide and companion to help people navigate the darkness of depression and anxiety.
Consider it nourishment for your heart, mind and soul — a dose of comfort that will give you
the strength you need to journey into the presence of God where real healing can happen.
In this book you’ll find readings, prayers, journaling prompts, links to music and other helpful online resources. Each entry was written to help you gain a new perspective and to better understand the emotions you’re experiencing, all while restoring your belief that you’re gonna be okay.
The book is available as a paperback or e-book on Amazon. In fact, it was just named the number one new release in
the Teen & Young Adult Christian Devotionals and Prayer category and in the Christian Counseling category on
Amazon! You can also access the book through revsusaneaton.com/books. We’re proud of you, Susan and Stewart!

FYI
Church Council Spotlight: David Turner
Get to know your church leaders better! This month’s
Spotlight is on our Trustees Chair, David Turner.
When David Turner started his second year as
Trustees Chair at the beginning of 2020, he had
no idea that the duties of his role would shift so
drastically due to COVID-19. Typically, the role of
chair is to lead the Trustees committee as they
oversee, maintain and supervise all church property.
This year, the most important and time-consuming
activity that the Trustees have been involved with
is dealing with the ramifications of the pandemic,
which include preparing the church for closing as
well as reopening.
Luckily for us, David has experience in leadership
positions. Before retiring a few years ago, David
served at Methodist Hospital/Wesley Medical
Center as vice president of support services for
approximately 20 years before the hospital was sold
and senior leadership was replaced. He also held
a management role for a healthcare improvement
company for 14 years and served in the U.S. Army
and Mississippi Army National Guard, where he
retired as a colonel.
Now that he’s retired, David spends his time driving a
school bus for Lamar County Schools. He also enjoys
spending time with his family, which includes his
wife, Mary, who he has been married to for 37 years;
four grown children; and five grandchildren. He also
enjoys sports, particularly Mississippi State football,
men’s and women’s basketball and baseball.
David and Mary have been members of Parkway
Heights for 25 years.
“The main reason we came to Parkway Heights was
for the youth program,” David said. “The program
at our former church had dwindled significantly,
and we felt we needed to come to another church
that had a strong youth program. We have never
regretted our decision to come be part of Parkway
Heights United Methodist Church.”
Throughout his many years at Parkway Heights,
David has served in various ways, including a term
as Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair; and he

volunteers each week at the Welcome Desk. He and
Mary have been very involved in the Sanctuary Choir
as well.
Serving in the choir
is just one of David’s
many favorite parts of
Parkway Heights.
“We have enjoyed our
years in the Sanctuary
Choir, particularly at
Mary and David Turner
special times of the
year such as Easter
and Christmas. We have made many friends over
the years and enjoyed many great times at Parkway
Heights, such as Christmas Eve services with family,
Advent workshops, children’s programs, Wednesdays
at Parkway, chaperoning youth trips, Boy Scout
activities, the youth trip to Israel, renovations and
new construction. We have so many exciting and
wonderful memories that we have experienced at
this wonderful church.”
Thanks to David’s love and devotion to Parkway
Heights, he has put in hours of work and effort,
especially during the past few months. He hopes to
soon move on from the focus and preoccupation
with COVID-19 and return to a more normal situation
and schedule. He and the Trustees have also spent
a great deal of time working with Early Encounters
to define roles and responsibilities of both
organizations. The Trustees have approved a new
driver guideline policy for the use of church vehicles
and have identified several projects to improve
the worship experience for our congregation and
enhance the infrastructure of our facility.
David added, “It is a blessing to belong to such a
wonderful congregation. Parkway Heights has a
special mission in our community and world, and it is
an honor and privilege to be part of such a dynamic
and Christ-centered church. Thanks be to God for
the opportunity to worship and be part of Parkway
Heights United Methodist Church.”
And, thank you, David, for your dedication and
service to Christ through his church.

FYI
WESLEY CLUB
ANNIVERSARY

Wesley Club officers were recognized at the
1997 Christmas Party.

Wesley Club celebrates its 40th
anniversary this year! Throughout
our InMission newsletters in 2020,
we’re sharing some pictures of
Wesley Club over the years.

Jim and Evelyn Stone and Dave Atteberry at
the October 2015 Wesley Club gathering

OUTREACH
First Sunday Offering

Meals on Wheels Coordinator Still Needed!

The First Sunday offering collected
Sunday, Aug. 2, will support our
partnership with Woodley Elementary School.

Parkway Heights has been blessed
with terrific leadership for our Meals
on Wheels ministry since its beginning
15 years ago. Our current leadership
needs to take a step back, so we have
an urgent need for a new coordinator
for this effort.

Parkway Heights has been assisting
the staff and students at Woodley
in various ways for over a decade.
From staff breakfasts to judging
science fairs and especially with our
Beyond the Backpack food ministry,
your support of Woodley makes a
difference in the lives of those in
our community.
This year, anxiety is high as students
and teachers return to school in uncharted territory. We anticipate that
the school may need our support
in new and multiple ways. We hope
you can give generously for this
outreach fund. To do so, you can
designate Woodley Partnership on
your check, or you can select “First
Sunday Offering” as the fund
when give online
via our website
(parkwayheights.
org/give) or our
mobile app.
Thank you!

This mission delivers meals to the
elderly and disabled in our community
each Monday and Thursday around
lunchtime.

Pictured above (at right) is Meals on Wheels
Coordinator Elizabeth Sims and volunteer John
Donohue. We are grateful to Elizabeth for her
years of hard work and service.
Thank you, Elizabeth!

Responsibilities include:
• coordinating drivers for deliveries
each week (Monday and Thursday)
• picking up (or arranging the pickup) of the meals from Christian Services
downtown and bringing them back to PHUMC for our drivers
• communicating with the PHUMC staff and Christian Services as needed.

Each delivery day involves about 2-3 hours, and normally an additional hour or
so is spent each week coordinating drivers.
It is vital that we keep this outreach alive at Parkway Heights! If you can serve
in this role, please contact Wes Arrington at wesarrington@parkwayheights.org.

WATCH FOR UPCOMING NEWS ABOUT A BACK-TO-SCHOOL BREAKFAST FOR
WOODLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL’S TEACHERS AND STAFF. WE ARE WORKING
WITH THE SCHOOL TO COME UP WITH A PLAN TO OFFER THIS ANNUAL
BREAKFAST AS SAFELY AS POSSIBLE.

CHILDREN
Back to School Blessing: August 2

Children’s
News

Students, teachers and parents, please join us for a special Back to School
Blessing on Sunday, Aug. 2, between 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. in the Berry House
backyard. Take your picture at a photo booth, receive a blessing from one of our
pastors (from a safe distance), enjoy a snack and pick up a tag for your backpack.
In order for us to limit the number of people
present at one time, it is very important for you to
let us know when you are coming. Please sign
up for a time slot using the Signup Genius link
that was provided by email and on Facebook.
When you arrive, if other families are present, please try to distance your family
by 6 feet or more. Thank you for doing your part to help us all stay safe.

REMEMBER - CHILDREN’S MOMENTS
GOES LIVE AT 8:30 A.M. ON SUNDAYS!

The Loft Pool Party
Our fifth and sixth graders in the
Loft got together for a small party
at the home of Pam and Tim
Breland on July 12. A big THANK
YOU to the Brelands for hosting!
The Loft kids are still “Zooming”
each Sunday afternoon. If your
child would like an invitation,
contact Lesley Ellison.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FLOWERS: Morgan
Bryan (left) and Anna Walters (right)
grew sunflowers from seeds that
their Sunday School teacher, “Miss”
Dorothy Arcement, sent. Proud girls!

Children’s Trip to the Zoo
On Saturday, July 11, our preschool children and their
families enjoyed a morning at the Hattiesburg Zoo.
Even parents, like LuAnn Knight-Crenshaw got in
on the fun!

Paige Kennedy took a break with her
grandson Henry after he played in the
splash pad at the zoo.

Maggie Speed and Bella Bass posed
with the Zoo sign, while Maggie’s dad,
Jeff, hid in the background.

Mail
Room
Dear Parkway Heights Friends,
Your generosity brings hope and help
to families and individuals across the
Pine Belt. At Edwards Street Fellowship Center, we are hearing stories
every day from neighbors whose lives
have been shaken by the COVID-19
crisis. Since mid-March, we have
completed 807 new food pantry applications and assisted with 59 SNAP
(food stamps) applications. Patients
at our free medical clinic are reporting increased issues with depression,
anxiety and stress.
The worries shared among those we
serve at Edwards Street are a mirror
of problems plaguing our nation
and our world. We praise God that,
thanks to generous friends like you,
we can offer assistance to those who
feel they have nowhere to turn. And
what a joy to know that in addition to
receiving nourishing food and quality
healthcare, these neighbors can
receive an even greater gift — the
love of Christ! Thank you for faithfully
supporting Edwards Street Fellowship
Center with your prayers, gifts and
service.
Blessings,
Ann McCullen
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

To the North of 70 Ministry,
Thank you for the special gift of
goodies I received from you the other
day. Do you know, in my heart I felt it
was “my church” saying “we are thinking of you and praying for you.” Wow,
what a great ministry to bring a little
sharing of God’s love. May God guide
you with blessings and love.
-Dot Fairbank

Prayer Concerns
Delia Dabbs, Debi Davenport and
Floanne Kersh

Sympathy To
- Scott Roberts and family and Lee
Anne Venable and family on the
death of their grandmother, Juanita
Elaine Roberts
- Jason Yates and family on the
death of his grandmother, Sue
Maddox
- the family of Patricia Downs
- Jim Quinn and family on the death
of his father, James Leo Quinn Jr.
- Nathan Easterling on the death
of his grandmother, Bobbie “Jean”
Easterling

UMW STUDY Bruce Case led a UMW

LET’S STAY CONNECTED! If you need
someone’s address, you can find it in
our online directory via myParkwayHeights and on our app.

WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE!
•
•
•

Sunday Worship: 10 a.m. live on
our Facebook page

Children’s Moments: Sundays at
8:30 a.m. live on our Facebook page
Open Door Community: Thursdays
at 6:30 p.m. in person or live on
The Open Door’s Facebook page

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401
www.parkwayheights.org
601.544.7873

Bible study for the entire church via
Zoom and Facebook on July 29.

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor

PHUMC Finances

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor

June 2020

Susan Eaton, Associate Pastor

Income ...................................... $96,121
Expenses ............................... $124,129
Net ............................................ $(28,008)

YTD Actual

Income ................................... $760,402
Expenses ............................... $790,994
Net ............................................ $(30,592)

YTD Comparison

Budgeted Income ........... $873,704
Actual Income ................... $760,402
Budget Deficit ................... $113,302

David Sellers, Pastor,
The Open Door Community
Wes Ingram, Pastor,
Youth & Families
Lesley Ellison, Children & Families
Wes Arrington,
Outreach & Facilities

Our mission: To connect, equip
and send people for Christ

