
Together
Last week I joined three others from our church to 
connect with Dr. Felicia Morris, principal of Woodley 
Elementary School. We have partnered with 
Woodley for over 10 years in many different ways:  
teacher breakfasts, donating supplies, Trunk-or-Treat 
Halloween party, end-of-the-year party for students 
and the Backpack Ministry, to name a few.

We asked Dr. Morris what we could do to help 
Woodley for the coming year. Her response was very interesting:

“We so appreciate all the ways Parkway Heights supports us with 
volunteers and with resources. But the most important thing Parkway 
Heights has done for Woodley has been the ministry of prayer and 
presence. These are still the two most valuable things we continue to 
receive from Parkway Heights. I’ll never forget what Parkway Heights did on 
one of my most difficult days as principal here. A few years ago we received 
a “D” rating. During that time, I had to have a public press conference to 
announce the bad news. A few minutes before my press conference, I sat 
in the chair behind the microphone. Lo and behold, I looked outside my 
window and saw a stream of people walking toward the school. As they got 
closer, I recognized them as members of Parkway Heights. They walked in 
the room and stood right behind me on a very, very difficult day in my life. 
I’ll never forget that day.” 

All of us around the table that day were in tears. We had just heard a 
witness of the power of our years of partnership with Woodley. 

We will continue to serve our teachers at Woodley with a nice breakfast in 
August. We will keep funding the Backpack Ministry, Trunk-or-Treat and 
other ministries. But as I walked away from Woodley that day, I learned the 
heart and soul of our partnership. It’s about relationships, not things. It’s 
about presence, not purchases.

As I looked back at the front of the school at Woodley, I read the banner 
over the front door. There was a big letter on the banner:  “B.” The journey 
from a “D” a few years ago to a “B” took a lot of hard work, prayer and 
determination. They didn’t do it alone. We walked that journey with 
Woodley. Let’s never underestimate the ministry of prayer and presence!

Peace,
Bruce
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Upcoming Events
August 4 - Blessing of the 
Backpacks

August 4 - Fall Blood Drive

August 4 - Church Council

August 6 - Woodley 
Elementary Teacher/Staff 
Welcome Breakfast

August 11 - Sunday School 
Promotion Sunday

August 12-14 - Senior Adult 
Vacation Bible School

August 17 - Preschool 
Splash Day

August 28 - Tailgate Party 
to benefit USM Wesley 
Foundation

September 2 - Church 
Office closed for Labor Day

September 18 - 
Wednesdays in the 
Neighborhood small 
groups begin

September 29 - 
Churchwide Picnic in the 
Park



fyi
It’s a Tailgate Party!
We’re kicking off the fall with a fun night of indoor tailgating! Join us on Wednesday, Aug. 28, at 
5:15 p.m. for a night of fun, including games, a photo booth, a dunking booth and other tailgat-
ing festivities. Wear your favorite team’s colors or jersey to really get into the spirit! Prizes will be 
awarded to the best decorated tailgate and individual with the most school-spirited attire!

The church will provide hamburgers, hot dogs and desserts, prepared by John Runnels, and 
drinks. Side dishes will be offered by various small groups and classes at their tailgating spots. 
Admission is free, but we encourage you to sample all the side dishes and place donations in the jar of the group whose 
dish you liked the best. All proceeds will go to benefit the ministries at the Southern Miss Wesley Foundation. All ages are 
encouraged to participate, so let’s get ready for some football - and fellowship!

Wednesdays in the Neighborhood 
Resume September 18
This past spring, we 
had almost 60 people 
participate in our 
Wednesdays in the 
Neighborhood small 
groups around Hat-
tiesburg, Oak Grove 
and Petal. Starting 
September 18, we 
will once again gather on Wednesday nights in several 
host homes in different communities for fellowship and 
growth. Each house group will concentrate on the same 
study for six weeks. Watch for the sign-up lists for the host 
homes to be posted soon!

New Worship Series: Running the Race
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race 
that is set before us.  -Hebrews 12:1

The Letter to the Hebrews in our New Testament is a 
treasure trove of inspirational messages to a people who 
were getting away from the basics, drifting and tacking 
on all kinds of requirements on top of Christ’s love for 
them. Does that sound familiar?  

The Letter to the Hebrews is a wonderful follow-up to our 
series on grace because it reminds us that our response 
to this incredible gift of God is faith! Hebrews defines 
faith and even paints portraits of what faith looks like in 
our world.

In August, we’ll wrestle with this rich letter in order that 
we, too, might run the race that is set before us. Join us at 
8:30 and 11 a.m. each Sunday if you are ready to get back 
in the race!

Save the Date for Our Church Picnic: 
September 29
Our fall churchwide picnic will be held Sunday, Sept. 29, 
at Kamper Park. We’ll gather at the large pavilion that 
afternoon for some fun and games and a potluck dinner. 
Watch for more details coming soon, but go ahead and 
mark your calendars now!

August’s Communion Offering
The communion offering collected Sunday, Aug. 4, 
will support our partnership with Woodley Elementary 
School. Parkway Heights has been assisting the staff and 

students at Woodley in various ways 
for over 10 years. From staff break-
fasts to judging science fairs and 
especially with our Beyond the Back-
pack food ministry, your support of 
Woodley makes a difference in the 
lives of those in our community. We 
hope you can give generously for 
this outreach fund. Thank you!
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It’s Almost Time for Senior Adult VBS!
For the Bible Tells Me So

Monday, Aug. 12 – Wednesday, Aug. 14  /  9 a.m.-noon

Rev. Eddie Rester, lead pastor of Oxford University UMC and former Parkway 
Heights pastor, is our guest speaker. Ed Walker, minister of music at Main 
St. UMC in Hattiesburg, and Tim Wise, sanctuary choir director and senior 
adult ministry pastor at Central UMC in Meridian, are serving as our worship 
leaders this year.  This year’s mission focus is Edwards St. Fellowship Center. 

Senior Adult VBS is FREE. There is an optional lunch for $10 each day. Regis-
tration brochures are available in the Atrium, or you can register at park-
wayheights.org.

Are You Being Called to Stephen Ministry?
When was the last time someone really listened to you? We are talking about 
that undistracted, full attention kind of listening. That’s one of the ways Stephen 
Ministers care for others. We are praying for more Stephen Ministers to care for 
those who are making that long journey through the valley of a life crisis. Will 
you consider serving in this way? A training class is forming soon. You will be 
trained over the course of two months by Stephen Leaders in a special, support-
ive class that will be fulfilling, thorough and heartwarming. 

The role of a Stephen Minister is to listen and 
care, not to judge or give advice. Confidentiality 
is of utmost importance. Gaining the trust of 
the care receiver is the goal so that he/she is not 
alone in his/her situation, whatever that may be.

God has called all of us to minister to one anoth-
er. This class will be your opportunity to open 
your heart to others. Contact Julie Collins, Carolyn Karlovich or any Stephen 
Minister for more information.

Parkway Heights’ Stephen Ministers are: Kyle Birdwell, Martha Cherry, Marie Curry, 
Debi Davenport, Dixie Evans, Diane Fisher, Gary Hess, Paige Kennedy, Victoria 
King, Lex Mason, Tammy Matlock, Cindy Re, Bettie Ross, Linda Vasquez, Diane 
Williams, Don Woodall, Marty Woodall and Carolyn Karlovich (Stephen Leader).

Wesley Club News
On July 18, Tamara Hurst with USM’s 
Eagle’s Nest Food Pantry spoke during 
our Wesley Club gathering about how 
the organization assists Southern Miss 
students and staff with resources.

During the 
meeting, 
Wesley Club 
presented 
Hurst with
donations 
from our
congrega-
tion for the 
pantry.

Please note that Wesley Club will NOT 
meet in August. We encourage every-
one to attend Senior Adult Vacation 
Bible School, August 12-14. See above 
for more information.

Delia Dabbs of Wesley Club 
with Tamara Hurst

Operation 
PHixer
Upper
Thank you to 
everyone who 
has helped with 
Operation PHixer 
Upper this sum-
mer! We’ve had 
several groups 
and individuals help spruce up our 
facilities, and we are very grateful!

Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee members,

including Anita 
Johnson, scrubbed the 

kitchen floor as their 
project.

The Bevill/Vickery UMC Circle cleaned and
organized a closet and meeting room.
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Small Group Opportunities This Fall
In addition to Wednesdays in the Neighborhood small groups beginning September 18, there are several other 
ways to get involved with small groups and Bible studies at Parkway Heights.

Communication Skills for Co-Parenting
Facilitated by Cindy Re  /  Wednesdays at 6 p.m.  /  Fireside Room  /  Session I: Aug. 21-Sept. 25 & Session II: 
Oct. 9-Nov. 20 (except Oct. 30)
This class is for parents who are divorced, who never married or who live together but do not always agree 
about parenting. Over six weeks, parents will develop skills to communicate and work together toward raising 
an independent child. Topics will include various types of relationships, raising strong children, psychological 
effects of divorce on children, decision making, communication, discipline, alienation and beyond.

Creative HeARTS - Projects that Make a Difference (for adults and girls 4th grade and up)
Led by Laurie Stetelman  /  Sundays at 4:30 p.m.  /  Room 312
Experience creative arts that will serve others. Enjoy projects like pottery (making bowls for Empty Bowls mis-
sion project), beading (can be sold to raise funds for missions) and sewing dresses for girls across the globe.

Mac-N-Cheese Ministries
Led by Dixie Evans & Melanie Storey  /  1st Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.  /  Founders Hall
Join other cooks in the kitchen assembling casseroles for those needing special comfort during an illness or 
trying time. Casseroles are frozen and on hand when needed. 

Men’s Ministry
Led by Brian Ford & Wes Arrington  /  Meal & Fellowship meets on 4th Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m.  /  
area restaurants
Our Men’s Ministry is open to all men who want to deepen their spiritual lives and enjoy fellowship together. 

Monday Lunch Study
Led by Brian Ford  /  Mondays from noon until 1 p.m.  /  Room 240  /  Begins August 12
Enjoy discussion and fellowship on Mondays (and occasionally Fridays) to explore the role of faith and spirituali-
ty in our lives and in those who have come before us. This group uses mostly audio/DVD studies. Search for the 
private group:“Monday Lunch Group” on Facebook to learn of date changes and more information. Everyone is 
invited to join any time. Please bring your own lunch.

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study: Encounter Jesus
Facilitated by Susan Eaton  /  Mondays at 9 a.m.  /  Youth Chapel  /  Begins September 9
Encounter Jesus is an eight-week Bible study and video series that teaches and encourages you to walk with THE 
Jesus of the Bible and not just the Jesus you want him to be. In this study, Carolyn Moore explores eight passag-
es from across the four gospels, each highlighting a key facet of Jesus’ life and work. The video sessions are 30 
minutes each with an accompanying workbook that offers a daily study and faith exercises.

Praise Team
Led by Sam Bruton  /  Practices Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.  /  Founders Hall 
If contemporary worship music is your style, then the Praise Team may be for you! The Praise Team features 
vocalists, guitarists, a keyboardist and a drummer. Other musicians are always welcome! The Praise Team leads 
worship at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings in Founders Hall.                                                         continued on next page
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Small Groups Continued...

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Led by Tina Arrington  /  Mondays at 1 p.m.  /  Atrium
Knit or crochet a prayer shawl or lap robe for those who are experiencing difficult times and circumstances. 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been a blessing in the lives of so many. You are invited to be a part of this special 
ministry. All skill levels and both men and women are welcome! 

Rebuilding When a Relationship Ends
Facilitated by Lou Ann Morris  /  Mondays at 6:45 p.m. at The Open Door Community  /  Next session TBA
This highly regarded program ministers to hurting individuals. The nine-week workshop is based on the belief 
that if given information, guidance and emotional support, healthy people can adjust to the ending of a rela-
tionship through separation, divorce or death and experience personal growth.

Sanctuary Choir Ministry
Led by Greg Fuller  /  Wednesdays at 6 p.m.  /  Choir Suite (2nd floor)
The choir welcomes you to serve with them in sharing the gift of music and facilitating a worshipful experience 
on Sunday mornings and at other special services. The choir provides a supportive environment for members, 
cultivates mentoring relationships with student singers and remains supportive of other ministries at Parkway 
Heights. If you are looking for a great place to belong, consider becoming a part of the Choir Ministry.

United Methodist Women
President: June Pegues  /  Bevill/Vickery Circle meets on second Tuesday of month at 9:30 a.m. in Fireside Room /
Outreach Circle meets on first Thursday of month at 2 p.m. in Fireside Room
The United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is to know God and experience 
freedom through Jesus Christ; develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and participate in the missions of the 
church. Bevill/Vickery Circle is chaired by Katrina Turk, and Outreach Circle is chaired by Dixie McDougald.

Wednesday Lunch Group
Led by Bruce Case  /  Wednesdays at noon  /  Room TBA
Bruce will once again lead a Wednesdays in the Neighborhood small group during lunch for those who prefer a 
daytime meeting instead of an evening group. The group will follow the same curriculum as the other Wednes-
days in the Neighborhood groups.

outreach
Help Saves Lives on August 4
Each year, nearly five million Americans need 
blood transfusions. Please help us save lives by 
donating blood! Parkway Heights' fall blood 
drive will be held Sunday, Aug. 4, in the Youth 
Chapel. To register for an appointment, visit 
bloodhero.com and search for our drive using 
PHUMC as the code. 

Save l i ves

wi th us !

Way to Go, PHUMC!
Did you know...
• PHUMC donated 299.6 pounds 

of food to Edwards Street 
Fellowship Center through our 
donation in May 2019?

• We donated 42.2 pounds of 
food to Edwards Street with our 
donation in June 2019?



in case you missed it

outreach
Support Our Woodley Partnership
Time flies, doesn’t it?! School starts back August 7. Each 
year, Parkway Heights hosts a breakfast for the teachers 
and staff of Woodley Elementary School before classes 
begin. This year’s breakfast will be Tuesday, Aug. 6, at 8:30 
a.m. We invite you to come join us in wishing the teach-
ers and staff a great year.

As well as providing a good breakfast, we will also be pre-
senting the teachers with prayer request/wish list cards. 
Our congregation can select a card and support a staff 

member throughout the school year with prayers, and 
when possible, grant the “wish” for supplies needed.

We are also collecting school supplies for the Woodley 
students. You can bring donations of wide-ruled note-
book paper, 3-prong folders in solid colors, #2 pencils, 
Clorox cleaning wipes and hand sanitizer to the cart in 
the Atrium by Sunday, Aug. 11.

To learn more or get involved, search for our Wood-
ley-Parkway Heights Partnership page on Facebook or 
contact Wes Arrington at 601.544.7873 or wesarrington@
parkwayheights.org.

Have you noticed our new 
parking lot lights? Thanks go to 
our Trustees for approving and 
installing new LED parking lot 
lights!

We appreciate Colin Hughes 
and the Boy Scouts of Troop 90! 
Colin’s Eagle Scout project was 
to paint our parking lot. Thank 

you and way to go, Colin!

The United Methodist Women Outreach Circle 
enjoyed lunch at South Mouth Deli in June. 

We had a great time at our Dive-In Movie Night 
on July 19 at the Hattiesburg Country Club.

We watched “Mulan” as part of our “Remember 
Who You Are...Where Faith Meets Disney”

 worship series.

For six years, Julie Hall has catered 
meals for different events at Parkway 
Heights, including Wednesdays at Park-
way. Julie has taken a new job at Petal 
Public Schools and will no longer be 
able to cater for us. Thank you, Julie, for 
all you’ve done for us. We’ll miss you!



Cultivate Cohort 

All ninth 
through twelfth 
graders are 
invited to join 
the 2019-2020 
Cultivate Cohort. 
An information 
meeting will be 
held Sunday, Aug. 25, at 11:30 a.m. 

Cultivate Cohort is an extension of the 
confirmation journey that our seventh 
graders go through that focuses on 
what it means to be a Kingdom-
minded person who is working for the 
Kingdom of God. We want our youth 
to foster, or cultivate, the growth of 
their understanding of the Kingdom 
of God, God’s Kingdom in the world 
and how to have a vital role in God’s 
Kingdom mission! Go to http://bit.ly/
CULTIVATE19_20 for more information 
and to register.

youth

August Calendar
August 4 - NO SN@P
August 11 - Regular SN@P
August 14 - SN@P Adult Leader 
   Supper, 6-7:30 p.m.
August 18 - Youth Leadership 
   Team Training, noon-2 p.m. 
   (lunch included)
August 18 - Parent SN@P &
   Potluck
August 25 - Confirmation
   Orientation during Sunday 
   School hour
August 25 - Cultivate Information 
   Lunch, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
August 25 - SN@P School Year 
   Kick-off @ TBA

Summer Snaps
SENIOR TRIP

Wes Ingram took nine of our 
2019 high school graduates on a 
senior trip to Gatlinburg, TN. The 

graduates enjoyed time together 
in the mountains before they 

begin college soon.

BASECAMP
Over 40 youth and adult leaders performed different types of mission 
work all over the Hattiesburg area, including construction, nursing home 
visits, yard work and children’s Bible camps during the annual BaseCamp 
mission in early July.

At left, Amardius Mack helped with yard work during BaseCamp. At right, our 
Parkway Heights group gathered for a recap meeting at the end of the day.

BLUEBERRY PICKING
Earlier this summer our youth 
picked blueberries at Sandy Run 
Farm to donate to Edwards Street 
Fellowship Center’s food pantry.

THANKS, MCKENNA
The youth recently said goodbye 
to McKenna Stone, who interned 

for the summer. McKenna is 
getting married soon and about 

to begin law school.



children

We celebrated an epic African adventure at our Roar Vacation Bible School June 10-13! Thank you all for making 
this such a wonderful event for over 125 children!

Preschool Splash Day
Toddlers and preschoolers are invited 
to attend our annual Preschool Splash 
Day on Saturday, Aug. 17. We will 
gather on the playground for snacks 
and water play from 10 until 11:30 
a.m. Contact Lesley or sign up in the 
bulletin to help with snacks and/or 
setup.

Roar Vacation Bible School Was a Big Success!

Blessing of the Backpacks
On Sunday, Aug. 4, we will celebrate 
the start of a new school year with 
our Blessing of the Backpacks in both 
worship services. All children are invited 
to bring their (empty) backpacks to 
church. We will pray for God's blessing 
on our teachers and students.

August 4, 2019

Camp Wesley Pines
Cela Batson, Marleigh Christensen, 
Kasey Everett, Kendall Ingram, 
Meredith Lee, Kabry Lewis, Rossie 
Norton, Lila Beth Rasberry, Anna Craig 
Roberts, Hannah Strange, Emery Ward 
and Reese Ward enjoyed summer 
camp at Camp Wesley Pines in 
Hazlehurst this summer.

The older elementary students headed to camp 
on July 8.

The younger elementary campers met their camp 
counselor on the first day of camp.

Promotion Sunday
Children’s 
Sunday 
School is a 
great way for 
your children 
to connect 
with church peers and adults, build 
foundational Bible skills and nurture 
spiritual development.

August 11 marks the date of a new 
year of Sunday School! Prior to then, 
parents will receive a card in the mail 
informing them of their child’s class 
and room number. Please contact 
Lesley at lesleyellison@parkwayheights.
org if you do not receive a card. It’s 
going to be a great year!

Moving Up!



Parents’ Night Out
Parents’ Night Out will return 

from its summer hiatus on 
Friday, Sept. 6!

children

Uprising to Resume 

Our fifth and sixth graders will 
resume meeting for Uprising on 

Sunday nights from 5:30 until 
7 p.m. beginning September 

8. The students will eat supper 
with our youth in Founders Hall 

and then move to the Loft on 
the second floor.

Acolyte Training Set for August 25
Children in third grade through sixth grade are invited 
to participate as acolytes in worship. Acolytes serve 
each week of the school year during the 11 a.m. worship 
service. They carry out the important jobs of lighting and 
extinguishing the altar candles, presenting our tithes and 
offerings to God and carrying the light of Christ as we 
depart from worship.

Acolyte training for the 2019-2020 school year will be held 
Sunday, Aug. 25, from 10 until 10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 
Please feel free to contact Lesley with any questions.

The Loft Mission Trip
Our fifth and sixth graders spent the weekend of June 21-23 in Biloxi tying potato bags with the Society of St. Andrew, 

serving the homeless with Seashore Mission and enjoying the beach and devotions with each other.

Loft Pool Party
Rising fifth and sixth graders enjoyed a “Back 
to School” swimming and pizza party at the 

Racquet Club of Hattiesburg on July 24.

Children’s Choir
Watch for upcoming information 
in your Sunday bulletin and 
next month’s newsletter about 
Children’s Choir this fall! Children’s 
Choir is open to kindergarten-
sixth grade students.



Mail Room
Thank you so much for your dona-
tions of baby items. Through your 
generosity, we are able to continue 
offering hope and support for our 
clients. May God richly bless you!

In Christ,
Hope Clinic 

Parkway Heights,

You are such a blessing! Thanks for 
the much-needed donation!

On behalf of the Domestic Abuse 
Family Shelter, Inc., we would like to 
express our sincere gratitude for your 
recent donation to our organization. 
The value of your contribution to our 
program and to the people who de-
pend on our services cannot possibly 
be measured but are certainly appre-
ciated. Thank you for your generosity 
and support to our agency.

Sincerely,
Kim Ferguson and
Staff and Residents of Domestic 
Abuse Family Shelter

Prayer Concerns 
Dorothy Arcement, Berneice Barham, 
Cassie Bickham & Sparky Walker

Sympathy To...
- Ginny Entrekin on the death of her 
husband, Rod 

- Donnie Doleac on the death of his 
mother, Lois Doleac Grayson 

- the family of Leon Pringle, Jr.

Praise ...
for the birth of Parker Embrey Moore 
to Lauren and Brett Moore on July 29, 
2019

PHUMC Finances 
June 2019 
Income                                $126,854 
Expenses                            $133,199 
Net                                         $(6,345) 
 

YTD Actual 
Income                                $780,688 
Expenses                            $804,316 
Net                                       $(23,628) 
 

YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income            $887,553 
Actual Income                   $780,688 
Budget Deficit              $106,865

Our mission: “To connect, equip 
and send people for Christ”

Dear Parkway Heights Friends,

Your faithful, generous support of 
our ministries is appreciated year-
round. And during these hot summer 
months when we see an increase 
in families needing food pantry 
assistance, your gifts are especially 
appreciated. The month of June was 
our busiest so far in 2019. Our food 
pantry distributed nourishing food to 
1,551 households (representing 4,873 
individuals). That’s a lot of hungry 
neighbors to visit our food pantry in 
just one month. 

The needs in our community are 
great. What a blessing that the people 
of Parkway Heights are committed 
to offering a helping hand to broth-
ers and sisters across the Pine Belt 
through your kind gifts to Edwards 
Street Fellowship Center. 

Thank you and God bless you!

Ann McCullen
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family Pastor 

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries 

Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Gatherings
Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.

Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Special thanks to our InMission proofreader Nova Corley

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Download our App

Find us on Instagram


