
Better Together: The United Methodist Church
I’ve served five churches in my career as a United Methodist 
pastor. In every single appointment, I was told by a district 
superintendent before I got there: “Bruce, this church that 
you are about to serve is really unique. They don’t agree on 
a lot of political stuff. They don’t agree on every social issue. 
But they love each other. They don’t mind the tension 
because they’ve done life together for so long that the 
bonds are too strong to let any divisive issue in the world 
divide them. If you can be everybody’s pastor, no matter 
where they may be, I think you’ll do well there.”  

Every. Single. Church.  

I’ve got good friends in other denominations who can’t quite understand why I 
would choose to serve in a tradition whose members include George Bush and 
Hillary Clinton. And here’s what I say to them:

“It’s not for everybody, but everybody is welcome. We can’t agree on a lot of things, 
but when we focus on a greater purpose than what’s on social media and cable 
news, miracles happen. After all, Jesus invited into his circle a zealot and a tax 
collector. They figured it out. So can we.”

John Wesley said that a Methodist is not defined by style of worship, or by some 
particular doctrine, but by one thing and one thing only: love of God and love of 
neighbor. People in my denomination will never agree on everything, but they’ll 
give blood. They’ll walk in an underserved school and feed teachers and stuff 
backpacks for students. Many will pray for someone in a hospital or before a service. 
They love a good Bible study or a great book. They’ll make a casserole for someone 
who is bereaved or suffering without considering whom that person voted for or 
what they think about gay marriage.

Not long ago, I was side-by-side with a fellow United Methodist clergy who I’m 
pretty sure doesn’t vote like I do or agree with me on many issues. We sat outside 
a ministry center and offered to pray with a person who was weeping and losing 
hope about an addiction that had her by the throat. After we prayed, we shared 
with her resources and people in our church connection that could immediately 
help her on her road to recovery. She stayed with us for a few more minutes and 
shared her story. We listened, overwhelmed by all she had to face. We looked at her 
as if we were looking into the very face of Christ. Afterward, we processed what  we 
had experienced. We were just a couple of United Methodists trying to discover 
where this good God was working in the world, eager to lean into the pain in order 
to give someone some hope. Kingdom work seldom gives us time to “fix” each 
other’s opinions.

Bruce Case
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MISSIONIN
HOLY WEEK SERVICES

PALM SUNDAY
Sunday, April 10

Word & Table Service: 8:30 a.m.
Traditional & Contemporary  
worship services: 10:30 a.m.
Our children will wave palm 

branches in both 10:30 a.m. services 
in remembrance of Jesus’ entrance 

into Jerusalem.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Thursday, April 14
Art Exhibit: 5 p.m.

Love Feast: 5:45 p.m.
see next page for more information

Worship Service: 7 p.m.
We will celebrate communion

together and reflect on God’s love.

GOOD FRIDAY
Friday, April 15

Art Exhibit: 6 p.m.
Tenebrae Service: 7 p.m.

The darkness will surround us and 
remind us of the dark day of Jesus’ 

crucifixion.

EASTER SERVICES
Sunday, April 17

Word & Table Service: 8:30 a.m.
Traditional & Contemporary  
worship services: 10:30 a.m.

We will rejoice in our risen Savior 
during all three worship services!

Invite a friend, neighbor or 
co-worker to join you during 

Holy Week this year.
continued on following page...



FYI
“Faces of Jesus”  

Art Exhibit
We’ve enjoyed displaying art 
in our “Faces of Jesus” exhibit 
each week during Lent. The 

entire collection of art will be 
displayed during Holy Week. 

Shows will take place 5-7 p.m. 
on Maundy Thursday and 6-7 
p.m. on Good Friday. All the 

pieces will also be on display 
on Easter Sunday, before the 

worship services.

Some of the art will be avail-
able for purchase during the 

shows. Purchasing will be on a 
first-come, first-served basis. At 

least 10% of each piece’s sale 
price will be donated to our 

Honduras mission. We will also 
have note cards featuring the 
art of our children and youth 
available in sets of 12 for $10, 
with proceeds benefiting our 

Honduras mission as well.

Maundy Thursday  
Love Feast
Before our Maundy Thursday  
communion service at 7 p.m. on April 
14, we will host our first Love Feast, 
to be held in the Atrium at 5:45 p.m. 
During this meal, the Parkway Heights 
staff will serve our members a simple 
meal of soup, salad and dessert. 

A Love Feast, or Agape Meal, is a 
Christian fellowship meal recalling the 
meals Jesus shared with disciples and 
expressing the koinonia (community, 
sharing, fellowship) enjoyed by the 
family of Christ. Testimony, praise, 
Scripture and prayer are all important 
in Love Feasts. We hope you’ll join us!

continued from previous page
 I am grateful to be a part of an amazing worldwide faith community called The 
United Methodist Church. This church gave me just about everything that matters 
to me: my faith, close relationships, my prayer life, my hunger to encourage another 
human being each day, my deep curiosity about how the world works and how we 
can make it work better for those who are most vulnerable.  This church taught me 
the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed. This church introduced me to hymns that 
have sustained me in the best and the worst of times. This church introduced me to 
Jesus and told me about his wild, radical love that he not only has for me but every 
single other human on this planet. This church taught me how to hope with my 
words, my hands and my feet. This church taught me how to shut up and just be 
with someone else who is walking through hell.

Heck, this church taught me to see the very best in other faith communities not 
called United Methodist and that I shouldn’t be in the business of “othering” anybody.

I owe my very life to The United Methodist Church. I’m not going anywhere... 
not because I think we are perfect, but because I think we still have something 
beautiful to offer a world that is drowning in division.

Some in our larger church are restless and ready to start a new denomination. 
Although it pains me to think of relationships that will be lost when that day 
happens, I’ll still love them and respect them for the decision they have to make. 
After all, we are all doing the best we can in this world.  

But I’m staying home in the only home I’ve ever known. I’m staying because I 
actually love the diversity and the gifts and opportunities they bring. It’s not easy. 
Nothing worthwhile ever is.

I don’t believe that leaving or splitting is the best way forward. Jesus prayed that 
we may be one. The Jesus way is not to walk away from each other but to love one 
another, to live with one another, to stick it out and to listen with not just our ears 
but our hearts. The Jesus way is not to wash ourselves of one another but to grab a 
bowl and towel and to wash one another’s feet.  

What is Paul’s very first description of love in 1 Corinthians 13? Love is patient. We 
do sad things to each other in this world when we run out of patience.    

Our denomination will have to wait until the 2024 General Conference about 
important issues that threaten to divide us. An alternative denomination called 
the Global Methodist Church begins on May 1 of this year because some will not 
want to wait until 2024. I wish only the best for churches and individuals who wish 
to separate from The United Methodist Church and join this new denomination. I 
mean that. I’m too sad about all of this to be angry at anybody.  

But I’m going to wait. I’m choosing to be patient with others who identify as 
“conservative” or “progressive” or “I don’t know what I am and don’t even care”. I’m 
convinced that there are many others who’ve had similar experiences as I have 
in The United Methodist Church, who want to continue to live together as an 
expression of Christ’s love in all its messy and beautiful diversity. I’m going to hold 
on to the cords that bind us together. They are plenty strong enough for Parkway 
Heights, for St. Luke’s and for any church that bears a cross and flame. 

Peace, Bruce



FYI
Safety Team Update
During our services on Sunday, March 13, we showed a video message from our 
Safety Team. (In case you are not aware, we have a group of 10 individuals who 
are working behind the scenes to keep you safe while in our church facilities.) 
The video shown on the 13th informed our congregation about which rooms 
are considered safe rooms — places to go should bad weather strike when you 

are at church. If you’d like, you can still view the video 
on our website at parkwayheights.org/home/videos.

The Safety Team would like you to know that there is 
at least one safe room on each floor and in each wing 
of our building. Look for the symbol on the outside 
of doors, which signifies if a room is a designated safe 
room.

Look for 
this sign 
outside 
designat-
ed safe 
rooms.

April Women’s Connection Event
Women, we hope you’re planning to join us 
for an evening of music and storytelling on 
Monday, April 11, at 6 p.m. Our April Women’s 
Connection Event will be a concert with artist 
Abbye West Pates at the home of Frances Cullop, 
8 Canterbury Drive, in Hattiesburg. 

A native of South Mississippi, Abbye is a singer-
songwriter living in Memphis. She feels most 
at home at a house concert, close enough for a conversation with listeners. 
She’s a little folk, a little country and loves a good story. If you plan to attend, 
please email susaneaton@parkwayheights.org by Thursday, April 7, so she can 
appropriately plan for the meal.

Abbye West Pates

Message from Wes Ingram
Our congregation received some sad 
news earlier this month from Youth 
and Family Pastor Wes Ingram. In case 
you missed it, here is a portion of the 
message from Wes Ingram...

Dear Parkway Heights Family, 

It is with both excitement and 
sadness that I share with you that 
my family and I will be moving to 
Oxford in July where I will begin a 
new chapter of ministry as the pastor 
of discipleship at Oxford-University 
United Methodist Church. 

For several years (dating back to 
2018) I have felt deep in my spirit 
that a chapter of my ministry and life 
was coming to an end...22 amazing 
years as a youth pastor. Over the past 
few years I have been praying for 
the right timing and fit for my family 
and me, and after lots of prayer and 
conversations, I feel that the role with 
OUUMC is the right next step. For this 
reason, my family and I are excited 
about this new chapter.

And yet even with the excitement 
of a new role and new adventure, 
my family and I are deeply saddened 
and are grieving the change. Parkway 
Heights has been home for us for 
nine wonderful years! We truly love 
Parkway Heights. The way this church 
has loved Katie, Hallie, Kendall and me 
has left a deep impression on us, and 
we are all so grateful for our time here. 

Of course, between now and the 
end of July we have a lot of life left to 
share. I will cherish every single one of 
these moments. Thank you for letting 
us be a part of Parkway Heights and 
all that Jesus is doing in and through 
this church in Hattiesburg and 
beyond.

In Christ,
Wes

Opportunities to Serve
Good news! As we begin to adjust our worship services back to “normal,” there 
are several opportunities for you to serve. Both the Sanctuary and Founders Hall 
services will need communion servers and ushers to pass the offering plates 
beginning in April. See below for a brief description of each role.

Usher responsibilities include handing out bulletins as people arrive for  
worship, passing the offering plates and counting attendance. 

Communion servers will hand out bread and individual cups of juice.  
Volunteers will wear gloves while serving. 

If you are interested in serving in this way, please contact Julie Collins  
(juliecollins@parkwayheights.org) or sign up in Sunday’s worship bulletin.



FYI

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen 
Minister?” One way to put it is that Stephen Ministers 
are the After People.

Stephen Ministers are there:
...after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.

...after the funeral, when everyone has left and the 
emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in on you.

...after the relationship falls apart, and the bottom falls 
out of your life.

...after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing 
more we can do.”

...after the nursing home director shakes your hand 
and says, “Welcome to your new home.”

...after the last child honks the horn, waves and drives 

Stephen Ministers: The After People
away, and the house suddenly seems empty.

...after the gavel comes down, and handcuffs go on, 
and your loved one is led away.

...after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than 
you ever dreamed possible.

...after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.

...after your family and friends have heard your story 
one too many times, but you still need to talk it out.

Stephen Ministers are the After People. They are 
ready to come alongside you — or your friends, 
neighbors, coworkers or relatives — and provide 
comfort and support for as long after as needed. If 
you would like to have the support of one of Parkway 
Heights’ Stephen Ministers, email stephenministry@
parkwayheights.org or contact Julie Collins.

Embodied Holiness Podcast Launches
Have you been listening to the Embodied Holiness podcast hosted by Lyerly Christensen, Susan Eaton 
and Lindsey Lewis? New episodes air every Tuesday! Each episode tackles everyday topics and addresses 
specific challenges that come with embodying holiness in that aspect of life. Search for it on Apple pod-
casts, Google and Spotify or visit embodiedholiness.com to listen.

String & a Prayer: 
FINAL Jewelry Sales
The ladies in A String & a Prayer 
jewelry group are packing up 
their beads! They will have final 
jewelry sales just in time for 
Mother’s Day on Sunday, May 1, 
and Sunday, May 8, in the Atrium. 
They will offer 
huge discounts 
on everything 
as a “thank 
you” for the 
support of the 
congregation 
over the years. 

Women’s Ministry Spring Retreat
At this year’s Women’s Spring Retreat, “Good Question,”  we’ll 
explore questions posed to people in Scripture that struck at 
the heart of their deepest longings and desires. We’ll learn how 
these questions are excellent questions for us as well: 

What do you want? Is anything impossible for God? Do you not see it?

The retreat will be Friday, April 29 (5:30 p.m.) - Saturday, April 30 (4:30 p.m.) at the 
beautiful Longleaf Plantation. The cost is $100 and includes everything! Space is 
filling, so don’t wait to register! Find the link at parkwayheights.org/calendar.

MEN’S BURGER & FELLOWSHIP
All men Are invited to the next men’s ministry gAthering on  
thursdAy, April 21, At 5:30 p.m. At hAttiesburgers & blues.



OUTREACH

 COMMUNION OFFERING 

The communion offering collect-
ed Sunday, April 3, will go to our  
Honduras mission trip, which will 
resume this summer. To give to this 
fund, designate it on your check or 
select “communion offering” if giving 
online at parkwayheights.org/give.

Heroes for Hope Clinic
The Heroes Walk for Hope to benefit Hope Clinic 
of Hattiesburg will be Saturday, April 23, on the 
Longleaf Trace, beginning at 2895 W. 4th Street 

in Hattiesburg. To register for the walk, visit 
HCFriends.com/walk-for-hope. This fundraiser 

will help Hope Clinic update its new, permanent 
home, which was recently purchased. 

HHS Field Day
We have an opportunity to help 
Hattiesburg High School students 
with significant cognitive disabilities 
at their annual field day on Friday, 
May 20. HHS needs volunteers to help 
set up and clean up for the event, 
run games and operate food booths. 
Details are still being ironed out, but 
if you are interested in helping for an 
hour or several hours that day, please 
let us know by emailing  
parkwayheights@parkwayheights.org.

FYI
Easter Lilies 
As we approach Easter, we are bringing back the oppor-
tunity to place lilies in the Sanctuary and Founders Hall 
on Easter Sunday. The lilies cost $20 each and can be  
purchased in memory or in honor of loved ones. The 
names will be printed in the Easter Sunday bulletin.

You can order on our website at 
parkwayheights.org. You can also 
order through the Sunday bulletin or 
pick up an order form in the Atrium 
and pay in the Church Office. The 
deadline is Sunday, April 10.

You may take your lily with you after the 10:30 a.m.  
worship on Easter Sunday, April 17.

Christmas-Easter Offering
Each week we receive numerous requests for assistance. Our neighbors are often 
struggling to put food on the table, purchase medications or gasoline and even 
keep a roof over their heads. Unfortunately, we cannot always help. We use our 
best judgment to assist those we can.

To fund this ministry, twice a year we ask our congregation to contribute to our 
benevolence fund, which we call the “Christmas-Easter Offering.”  These funds 
are also used when new mission and ministry opportunities arise, which do not 
have support from our current budget. You have probably recently received a 
letter asking you to support this fund. We hope you’ll consider giving, and we 
thank you for any support you can give! 

Mississippi UMC Spiritual Retreat 
Are you struggling with burn-
out? Are you ready to see anew 
and live forward? The Academy 
for Spiritual Formation invites 
all Methodists in Mississippi to 
a five-day retreat May 1-6 at the 
Wesley Center outside of Alexan-
dria, LA. Surround yourself with 
a disciplined Christian community that will emphasize 
holistic spirituality — nurturing body, mind and spirit. 
The retreat will follow a rhythm of study, prayer, rest and 
community. 

To learn more and to register, visit centerforministry.com. 
Scholarships for Mississippi Methodists are available. 



PH HAPPENINGS

Our combined Ash Wednesday service with 
Westminster Presbyterian Church was held 
at Westminster this year on March 2.

Parkway Heights 
served lunch at the 

USM Wesley  
Foundation on 

March 8. Thanks 
to Travis Bolster for 

providing the meal!

OLDER ADULTS
Lunch & Fun
All adults age 55+ are invited to have 
some Lunch & Fun on Thursday, April 
7, from 10 a.m. until noon in Found-
ers Hall. The Spirit of Southern music 
group will provide entertainment.

An optional boxed 
lunch from Sweet 
Pepper’s Deli will be 
available for $10, or 
you can bring your 
own lunch. If you 
want to order a boxed lunch, sign up 
by Sunday, April 3, in Sunday’s bulletin 
or at parkwayheights.org/calendar.

Bellingrath Gardens Trip
On Thursday, April 28, the older adults 
at Parkway Heights will take a day trip 
to Bellingrath Gardens and Home. The 
group will depart from the church at 
8 a.m. and return by 3:30 p.m. Admis-
sion to the gardens only is $12.50, and 
a tour of the gardens and museum 
home will cost $19. (Please note that 
the museum home is not handicap 
accessible as there are stairs to climb.) 
Lunch will be Dutch treat at the Mag-
nolia Cafe on-site. Please register by 
Sunday, April 17, in Sunday’s bulletin 
or at parkwayheights.org/calendar. 
Space is limited, so sign up now!

CHAIR YOGA: COMING IN MAY
Chair yoga for adults 55+ will be 
offered on all Wednesdays in May 
from 10:30 until 11:30 a.m. in the 
Youth Chapel. Karen McCall will 
lead the class, which will cost $20.

Yoga is an excellent way for older 
adults to loosen and stretch 
painful muscles, reduce stress, 
improve circulation and build 
strength and balance. Staying 
seated allows those who aren’t 
physically strong or flexible to 
safely take part.

Watch for registration info soon!

Girl Scout Sunday was March 6. Several Girl 
Scouts served that morning as greeters and 
hosts. Thanks, Girl Scouts!

We were happy to have Kristen, Luke and 
Eleanor McNair join us as new members on 
March 6. Welcome, McNair family!

Sunday, March 27, was an  
amazing day in our Sanctuary 
service. We baptized not just one 
baby, but two! Austin and Amye 
Lovitt presented Lewis Robert for 
baptism, and Cole and Callan 
Pierce also presented their son, 
Beckett Jude. It was extra special 
knowing that both babies’ 
fathers grew up at Parkway 
Heights.



YOUTH

SN@P SCHEDULE
APRIL 3 - Regular SN@P

APRIL 10 - SN@P Easter Egg 
Hunt

APRIL 17 - No SN@P - Easter 
Sunday

APRIL 24 - Citywide youth 
event with USM Wesley 
Foundation

Kidnap Retreat 2022
It’s time to register for our annual 
Kidnap Retreat! Shhh...let’s keep 
the dates and location a surprise 
for the rising 7th graders! The 
cost is $300 for current 7th-12th 
graders and $200 for current 6th 
graders. The trip fee includes 
everything but two fast food meals 
and snacks.

Registration is open now at bit.ly/
kidnap22. The deadline is Sunday, 
May 15, so don’t wait too late!

High School Senior Sunday: May 15
Mark your calendars for High School Senior Sunday on May 15. We will worship together in one service at 10:30 a.m. in 
Founders Hall. We are asking our congregation to once again write notes or letters of support for our seniors. The deadline 
for these notes is Wednesday, May 4. Our high school seniors are: Caroline Batson, Travis Bolster, Alan Brent, Alex Brent, Anna 
Weston Burks, Henry Ellison, Henry McCall, CeCe Reed and Reagan Smith. Stay tuned for more information coming soon!

March Fun

During the second weekend of spring 
break on March 20, a SN@P fun night 
was held at Laser Mania.

G.G. Tisdale won one round of laser 
tag at Laser Mania on March 20.

On March 27, our youth 
made Easter goody bags 
for the clients at Edwards 

Street Fellowship Center’s 
food pantry.

Over 400 bags of jelly beans were 
assembled for Edwards Street 
during the service night.



Camp Wesley Pines 

Have you registered your child for 
Camp Wesley Pines? Parkway Heights 
will coordinate transportation to and 
from camp for the following summer 
camp sessions:
• June 6-10 - Older Elementary 

Camp (rising 3rd-6th graders)
• July 11-13 - Younger Elementary 

Camp (rising 2nd-3rd graders)

Contact Lesley Ellison at lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org to inquire about 
scholarships. And please let Lesley 
know when you register.

Save the Date for VBS
Please reserve the mornings of June 20-23 
for Vacation Bible School! It is going to be 
“Monumental!” We need lots of volunteers to 
serve as small group leaders, station leaders, 
snack leaders and more. Please contact 
Lesley at lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org if 
you are interested in helping.

CHILDREN

WE HOPE YOUR FAMILY IS ENJOYING THE LENTEN EGG KITS. REMEMBER, THERE 
IS AN EGG FOR EACH OF THE SPECIAL DAYS OF HOLY WEEK: PALM SUNDAY, 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, GOOD FRIDAY, EASTER SATURDAY AND EASTER DAY.

Easter Egg Hunt Time 

Warren and Carolyn Hood will once again be 
hosting our annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
April 9. Children are invited to play on the 
playground starting at 9 a.m. The story time and 
egg hunt will begin at 10 a.m. Please bring 12 filled 
plastic Easter eggs for each child who plans to participate. We will be passing out 
Easter treat bags for the children attending the hunt. Please let us know if you 
plan to bring Easter cookies and/or Peeps for the treat bags by contacting Lesley 
or signing up in the bulletin on Sunday, April 3! Treats will need to be delivered 
to church by noon on Friday, April 8. 

Palm Sunday Parade
On Palm Sunday, April 10, children 
will parade from the Sanctuary to 
Founders Hall during the worship 
services. Please come celebrate 

Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem with us! Children will 

meet in the Narthex (outside the 
Sanctuary) at 10:20 a.m. that day 

to receive their palms.

Preschool Family Play Day 

Parents and their preschoolers met at Kamper Park on March 26 for our first 
Preschool Family Play Day. If you would like to receive communication about our 
monthly gatherings via “GroupMe,” please contact Lesley Ellison.

Children’s Ministry Director Lesley Ellison en-
joyed the swings with Elizabeth Ann McCay.

Connor Godbold stopped climbing on the 
playground equipment for a quick picture!

        
   Children’s
      News



The get-well cards, flowers, meals, 
prayer shawl and everyone who 
checked on me during my recovery 
from surgery was greatly received. You 
are all such a blessing. Thank you!

- Avril Sword

CHILDREN

MAIL ROOM

Nursery News from “Miss” Dana
Happy spring, everyone! It’s hard to 
believe that we are getting ready 
to celebrate Easter (my favorite 
holiday). This month, the Nursery 
will focus on sharing the Good 
News of Jesus. He Is Risen!

This month’s Nursery Calendar:
April 3 - Egg Stamping
April 10 - Hosanna!
April 17 - The Cross
April 24 - Hatching Chicks

Parents, we hope to see your little ones in the Nursery 
this month!

Sawyer Crutchfield 
showed off the wind 

sock she made.

Loft Rock Wall Climbing 

The Loft kids (5th & 6th graders) met 
at the USM Payne Center on March 
27 for some rock wall climbing. 
Pictured at left is Rossie Norton 
showing her climbing skills.

Youth Connection 

Seven of our youth served as helpers 
in our Children’s Sunday School 
classes on March 27. Our young 
children were excited to visit and 
make connections with our awesome youth (like Keith 
Collins with the kindergarten class pictured above).

Dear Parkway Heights Family,

I just want to thank you for your love, 
friendship and prayers the past few 
months while I was on chemo. Your 
kindness reminds me how lucky I am to 
be a part of this praying congregation.

Your faithful prayers truly sustain me 
and my family. They were heard and felt 
by me!

Peace!
Debi Davenport

Thank you, Parkway Heights UMC, 
for making the Society of St. Andrew 
your partner in ending hunger with 
your recent gift of $400. Through this 
gift, you are sharing fresh, nutritious 
produce with people who simply don’t 
have enough to eat.

Much of the food the Society of St. 
Andrew salvages by the tractor-trailer 
load or gleans from fields would end 
up in landfills without our intervention. 
Instead of letting it go to waste, you 
are making sure it goes to feed hungry 
Americans. Through Society of St. 
Andrew, every 3 cents puts one pound 
of food on their tables.

Spring is coming! Farmers will be 
planting soon while families in poverty 
are concerned about feeding their 
children. Your continued support will 
help feed these families through the 
spring!

Thank you for ALL the ways your 
congregation reaches out as the hands 
and feet of Christ, and thank you 
especially for your faithful concern for 
our hungry brothers and sisters.

- Society of St. Andrew

Dear Parkway Heights,

Thank you so much for providing 
lunch! The pizza, salad and cookies 
were amazing! Having free lunch at 
our building allows us to meet new 
students and develop relationships 
with them. Thank you so much for 
providing us lunch this week. We really 
appreciate it.

- Marissa Miller
USM Wesley Foundation

Thank you from the Hattiesburg Service 
Unit of Girl Scouts of Greater Mississippi.

- Megan, Carlotta & Charity, Troop 3854 
- Leah Ingram, Service Unit Manager
- My’Anna, Troop 3826
- Rasheeda Morris, volunteer

Dear Parkway Heights Friends,
 
Your support of the ministries of 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center helps 
those in our community who turn to 
our food pantry, health clinic and other 
programs in the midst of their struggles. 
God bless you for supporting ministries 
that empower participants to better 
care for themselves and their families.
 
With gratitude for you,
Ann McCullen
Executive Director,
Edwards Street Fellowship Center

see next page for an Edward Street update



Our mission: “To connect, equip and send people for Christ”

Prayer Concerns
Debi Davenport, Becky Grantham, 
Mike Hetrick, Virginia Kirkpatrick 
and Patsy Register

Sympathy to 
- David Parsons, on the death of his 
brother 

- Sid Collins, on the death of his 
aunt, Jerrie Montgomery 

- Katrina Turk, on the death of her 
brother, Lenny Cade 

- Rick and Debbie Zachary, on the 
death of their son, Richard

Edwards Street 
Fellowship Center Update
Edwards Street is excited about two 
new opportunities starting this month:
 
• COOKING MATTERS: MSU 

Extension Service is offering 
free, hands-on cooking classes 
for adult food pantry clients and 
clinic patients. Those who attend 
the weekly Cooking Matters 
classes will learn about meal 
prep, grocery shopping, food 
budgeting and nutrition. Best of 
all, participants take home a bag 
of ingredients each week, so they 
can prepare the recipes taught in 
class!

 
• COFFEE TALK: As a monthly 

support group for Fellowship 
Health Clinic patients, Coffee 
Talk will cover topics relating 
to mental and physical health. 
Facilitated by Parkway Heights’ 
own Debbie Graham, LCSW, 
the group will provide patients 
with wellness education and 
socialization. 

• For information on these groups, 
call 601.520.7548.

PHUMC Finances 
February 2022 
Income .............................. $125,085 
Expenses .......................... $103,684 
Net .......................................... $21,401 
 
 YTD Actual  
Income .............................. $234,591 
Expenses .......................... $238,331 
Net .......................................... $(3,740) 
 
YTD Comparison  
Budgeted Income ...... $255,674 
Actual Income .............. $234,591 
Budget Deficit ................. $21,083

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family Pastor 

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children & 
Family Ministries 

Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Worship Times:
8:30 a.m.: Word & Table Service

9:15 a.m.: Sunday School
10:30 a.m.: Traditional Service in  

Sanctuary & Contemporary Service in 
Founders Hall & live on Facebook

 
The Open Door Community

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
2180 Oak Grove Road & live on 

Open Door’s Facebook page

Hold your cell phone’s camera over these QR codes to activate them.

Access our website Download our app Give online

Coming Soon: Brown 
Bag with Bruce
Mark your calendars! Bruce is inviting 
everyone to “brown bag” it with him 
on each of the four Wednesdays in 
May. These informal lunch gatherings 
will be a time to socialize and talk 
about anything you’d like. You can 
ask any questions you have about 
theology or the future of The United 
Methodist Church or what Bruce’s 
favorite song is! The lunches will take 
place at noon on May 4, 11, 18 and 25 
in Room 303. Plan to bring your own 
lunch. This is a great time to tell Bruce 
“goodbye” and wish him well on his 
journey ahead.


