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Online Services
As we continue to follow the
guidelines of the Center for
Disease Control, we will not
hold in-church worship services
or other programs at Parkway
Heights for the next several
weeks. In the meantime, please

WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE!
We are holding a worship service
on our Facebook page live at
10 a.m. each Sunday.
Children’s Moments airs at
9 a.m. on our Facebook page.

Church Office Hours
Our church staff is working from
home whenever possible. The
Church Office is open from 8 a.m.
until 1 p.m. to answer phone
calls. We will not open the office
to the public for the next several
weeks, but we will respond to
calls and emails as quickly as we
can. If you need access to the
building, go to the far left doors
and press the bell button on the
intercom to reach the secretary.

Weekly Emails
If you don’t already receive the
weekly news emails from us,
now is a great time to sign up
for those! Just send your email
address to parkwayheights@
parkwayheights.org, and we will
add you to the email list.

Save the Date: Easter
As of the day of this writing, the federal government is telling us that social
distancing guidelines will stay in place through the end of April. Most of us would
be surprised if they don’t stay in place beyond that date. We are living in very
challenging times, and it will only get more challenging before it gets better.
It’s a bummer to think that we will not get to physically gather on the first day of
Easter — April 12. It will be the first time in all my 50 years of living that I won’t be
in a church on that day. That’s hard to take.
But let me remind you of something. Easter is NOT a day. It’s the great 50 days
of Easter. It’s a season. There’s no way one can limit Easter to a 24-hour period.
Scripture tells us that Easter kept happening after that amazing first day. Jesus
walked through locked doors into a room full of isolated disciples. He cooked
breakfast for Peter and six others who had gone back to fishing after his death. He
walked with a couple of people to Emmaus and broke bread with them. The day I
recognized the risen Christ walk into my life — that was Easter for me. And Easter
has happened for me every day since.
That’s an important distinction, and downright critical this year as we hold in
place in order to slow down this pandemic. Remember that when you struggle,
lose patience or when you worry about the future. Remember that when you are
tempted to give up.
We will continue to make calls, take care of one another, share the good news
and build community. We will continue to be the Church. We will do what Jesus
has always asked us to do: carry the cross daily and follow him. No heartache or
difficult time can hold him back.
One pastor asked other pastors on a clergy Facebook site this question: What
are we going to call the day that we get to worship together again? A very long
thread of responses ensued. Almost every response was the same. We’ll call that
day “Easter,” no matter what day it is.
Every day to us is Easter, with its resurrection song.
When the cares of life o’erwhelm us, Easter people, sing this song:
“Alleluia! Alleluia!” Everlasting triumph song. United Methodist Hymnal, page 304
I know it’s still Lent as I write this article. I know waiting and hoping can be
exhausting as we walk through this dark valley together. But Easter is coming.
And Easter is so big that nobody can fit it into one day. Let’s wait together with
that in mind and heart. Let’s carry the cross and love one another as a sign that
it’s impossible to cancel Easter.
Peace,
Bruce

covid-19 response
North of 70 Ministry Reaching Out
Several months ago, Marty and Don
Woodall began work on a ministry to
those in our church who are “north of
70.” The goal of the ministry was to
reach out to individuals who may not
be able to attend worship services
in-person. Working with Julie Collins,
they wanted to develop ways to stay
connected with these members.
With the COVID-19 pandemic
affecting us all, it has proven to be a
timely ministry that is much needed.
Others have joined with the Woodalls
to compile a list of individuals, and
they continue to grow the list as
needs arise.
Currently, groups of volunteers
are contacting our members in
senior care facilities, those who are
homebound and others in need.
They are reaching out to extend
our Christian love and care; provide
regular, supportive and loving calls;

and pick up essential supplies and
medications.
If you are “north of 70” (or maybe
just close), and would like to be
included on the list to receive phone
calls, please call Susan McCall at
601.543.9149. If you need assistance
with errands, such as picking up
groceries or a prescription, please
call Paige Kennedy at 601.596.5100.
You can also call the church at
601.544.7873 in the mornings. Please
leave a message if necessary.
We can always use more people
to serve in this ministry! If you can
volunteer to run a small errand
for an older adult or a medically
vulnerable person, please contact the
Church Office or Marty Woodall at
601.264.2824.
We ask everyone to please continue
to pray for these efforts.

#FrontStepsProject
These days are getting more and more challenging for all of us to stay home to limit the spread of
COVID-19, and many people are missing the everyday social interactions with others. This was what
drove Cara Soulia of Massachusetts to begin The
Front Steps Project. She wanted to bring the community together by taking photos of families on their
front steps, and instead of payment, she requested a
donation to a local charity.
Jennifer Allen loved the idea and decided to participate, too! Jennifer, who is new to Parkway Heights,
takes professional photos, and she offered her
services to families in our area. On Mach 28-29, Jennifer took photos of several of our Parkway Heights
families in front of their houses - from a safe distance
away. In return, she asked for donations to our Christmas/Easter fund.
This was very much appreciated because this com-

munity benevolence fund helps
many others
throughout the
year with gas money, prescription
medicine, etc. And
due to the challenges we are all
facing, we did not
request donations
to this fund this
year.

Conversations with
Susan Eaton
Each Monday morning, you can
join Susan Eaton online as she
hosts “Conversations.” Every week
she is inviting different guests to
have a conversation about faith,
life and being a follower of Christ
during challenging times. The
interviews are live via the ZOOM
app, and anyone can watch.
Check our Facebook page for the
live interview link and time or to
view the archived videos.

Elliott and Eli Rhian held their baby sister,
Emma, during their picture for
#TheFrontStepsProject.

Jennifer will be taking pictures again during the weekend of April 4-5. If you’d like to participate or learn
more, visit https://bit.ly/TheFrontStepsProjectMS by
Thursday, April 2.
So far, almost $1,000 has been raised through this
project! Parkway Heights is grateful to Jennifer for her
leadership and organization of this project!

covid-19 response
Showing Our Love to
Edwards Street
When Edward Street Fellowship
Center’s food pantry provides food to
clients, it uses plain, brown grocery
bags. To brighten the clients’ days,
Edwards Street loves to have those
bags decorated with colorful pictures
and hopeful messages.
If you or your children would like to
decorate some bags, come by the
church between 9 a.m. and noon on
weekdays. The bags will be under the
Atrium awning. After decorating the
bags, please return them between 9
a.m. and noon. If you can’t make it by
the church, you can also pick up bags
on the front porches of Wes Ingram
(805 Monterrey Lane, 39402) or Susan
Eaton (40 Summer Place, 39402).

Fisher and
Maren
Kern
colored
bags for
Edwards
Street’s
clients.

Bradley
Kibodeaux
and Riley
Smith
enjoyed their
coloring
project.

PHUMC Kids Connecting to “Grandfriends”
One of the ways we are reaching out to our older members is by encouraging
our children to write letters and color pictures for them.
Parents, if your kids would like to participate
in this mission project, email lesleyellison@
parkwayheights.org, and she will give you
a name and address of an older adult with
whom you could connect. Lesley has provided
sample letters via email to all parents. You
can also find them on the Parkway Heights’
Children’s Ministry Facebook page. We know
this will be a win-win project for both the
recipients and the senders!

Kendall Ingram colored a picture to send
to her “grandfriend.”

Great Resource: RightNow Media
Did you know that members of Parkway Heights have free access to RightNow
Media? This is a great time to take advantage of all that RightNow Media has to
offer. Since we are not able to meet in person at church, this service is a wonderful way to continue personal study and worship on your own.
RightNow Media is an online resource library that works much like Netflix, giving
you access to thousands of Christian media resources, such as books, devotions
and videos. These resources are great for small groups and Sunday School classes, but they are also wonderful for individual and family studies. Parents of young
children will also enjoy all the children’s videos that are available.
If you’ve set up your account in the past, you can access RightNow Media in several ways. You can download the app to your mobile device, watch on your TV
through a Roku or browse what’s available on the website at rightnowmedia.org.
If you have never accessed RightNow Media before, and you need to set up a
new user account, visit parkwayheights.org/home/news for a link to use.

Can You Help Sew Homemade Masks?
Due to the shortage of medical masks across the country, many seamstresses have volunteered to sew homemade masks for medical facilities. Our own Ming Morris is one of
those who has taken on this project in a big way! Ming, along with her friends, is making
hundreds of masks with donated fabric and elastic. Laurie Stetelman, who leads Parkway
Heights’ 100 Dresses mission, has donated fabric for the cause. If you would like to help
by donating or sewing masks, Ming can provide the instructions and pattern. The masks
are currently being given to Hattiesburg Clinic. To contact Ming, call 601.519.2874.

fyi
Congratulations and Thanks to Charles Thomas!
On Sunday, March 1, Parkway
Heights celebrated the
retirement of our longtime
organist, Charles Thomas.
The special day began with a
reception in Charles’ honor,
which was followed by a special
presentation in the Sanctuary.
During the presentation, Dr.
Aubrey Lucas announced that
the Sanctuary pipe organ has
been renamed as “The Charles
Thomas Organ.” To Charles’
surprise, a plaque describing his
years of service as organist was
unveiled. The plaque has been
installed in the front left of our
Sanctuary.

Charles Thomas and Dr. Aubrey Lucas
during Charles’ retirement reception

Charles, a native of Laurel, began
playing the organ for church
when he was 15 years old. After
high school, college and service
in the U.S. Navy, Charles had
a long, successful career with
Sunbeam Corporation. During his
career with Sunbeam, he stayed
very involved in his community.
He always found time for music
and playing organ for churches.
He and his wife, Diane, along
with their sons, Charles Jr., Robert
and David, moved to Hattiesburg
in 1979. Charles has been playing
the organ for Parkway Heights

ever since. Charles just turned 85,
so if you do the math, he has been
playing the organ for churches for
70 years!
This does not mean working only
on Sunday mornings. Most people
don’t realize Charles practiced
throughout the week several times
as well. He has also played for
numerous weddings, funerals and
many other special events.
Charles said he was surprised and
humbled by the recognition on
March 1.
“I was quite honored and
appreciative of this special honor
and very pleased to see the Hoods
were shown on the plaque,” Charles
said. “They have meant so much to
the church.”
Even though the COVID-19
pandemic has thrown church
services for a loop, there was
one service on March 8 after his
retirement when Charles was “off.”
He said, “It was a little strange not
being at the church and practicing
at 8:30 before the 11 o’clock service.
This has been a part of my life for
so many years. I can honestly say I
always looked forward to playing
each Sunday. I enjoyed planning,
practicing and preparing for each
Sunday. It was never boring to me. I
always received so much feedback
from the congregation. I felt like I
was making a contribution. I will
miss it, but it was time.”
With so much of his previous time
taken up by serving the church,
many have asked Charles what he

plans to do
now.
“At 85, I still
have a lot of
energy, and I
am sure some
new projects
Charles Thomas
will pop up.
during his last Sunday
I am just
worship service
grateful for
serving at such a loving church
for so many years. I worked for
Sunbeam Corporation for 35
years in management and 70
years in church music, and I can
honestly say I always looked
forward to going to my office and
going to the church. I have been
blessed through the years.”
When discussing memories,
Charles says he remembers
playing for many weddings.
He also enjoyed working with
some great ministers and choir
directors and accompanying
some outstanding musicians
throughout the years. He
specifically named the support
he was given by Dr. Lucas and
“Red” Galey over the years as
being meaningful to him.
“Thanks to everyone and
especially Bruce Case,” he said.
“It’s been a great ride.”

Diane and Charles Thomas unveiled the
plaque, which honors Charles’ service.

fyi
“The Lord Is My Shepherd,
I Shall Not Want.” Psalm 23:1
Because of you,
Parkway Heights
has continued
to be Christ’s
beloved community, even
as we maintain
social distance
and avoid large
groups for a season. We want to thank all of you for your
financial support during this unprecedented time. You
may not realize this, but this interruption of worship will
leave a large gap in our budget. That means we will depend on your continued generosity through new ways of
giving as we continue to operate. We know God will see
us through this. And if there is no money you can give at
this time, remember that prayer is free!

Wesley Club Anniversary
Wesley Club celebrates its 40th anniversary this
year! In each of our InMission newsletters
throughout 2020, we’ll share some pictures
of Wesley Club over the years.

Wesley Club
members took
a day trip
together in
1988.

In 2013,
Conrad and
Mary Virginia
Welker had fun
at the Wesley
Club Fall Fest.

There are several ways you can give:
•
•
•
•
•

online at www.parkwayheights.org/give
text PHUMC GIVE to 77977
click the “Give” button on our new mobile app
mail a check to Parkway Heights UMC, 2420 Hardy
Street, Hattiesburg, MS 39401
call Amanda Cooper at 601.544.7873 to arrange a
recurring bank draft.

Because we don’t have regular times to give in our
worship, please pray that God helps us continue to serve
at our fullest capacity possible. Our church staff is also
praying for your financial well-being through this storm
of uncertainty. Remember, no wall can hold back our
Shepherd. He’s with us.

 CENSUS REMINDER 
Have you completed your 2020 Census information
yet? The U.S. census is important to our community for many reasons. Visit 2020census.gov to fill out
yours today! And visit HattiesburgCounts.com to
learn how you can help.

Take Advantage of Our Updated App!
Have you downloaded our updated mobile app yet?
Well, what are you waiting for? Our app is another great
communication tool that you can use to submit prayer
requests, access our mobile directory via myParkwayHeights, listen to sermons, make contributions and more.
To download the app,
you can text PHUMC
APP to 77977. You can
also search the app
store.
Once you have the app downloaded, be sure to go to
your phone’s settings and turn on your PHUMC notifications, as we are using the app to send important messages to your phone. This is especially helpful during these
days when we can’t be physically together.
If you have any questions, feel free to email brookebryan@
parkwayheights.org.

youth
SN@P Modifications
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the youth are not meeting in person but in online
meetings. On Sundays at 6 p.m., Wes and others go live on YouTube with trivia and give-aways (like gift cards) and a short devotion.
Following YouTube Live, everyone will be invited to join a small group discussion over
Zoom. If you use your phone, you’ll need to download the Zoom app. Watch the youth’s
Facebook page for more announcements.

children
WE HAVE REACTIVATED OUR
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY PAGE
ON FACEBOOK. BE SURE TO LIKE
OUR PAGE FOR FUN ACTIVITIES
AND HELPFUL RESOURCES!

Vacation Bible School
Please make plans now to join us for Wilderness
Escape Vacation Bible School on June 22-25.
Children age four (by September 1) through
rising sixth graders are invited to participate,
along with youth and adult volunteers.
Wilderness Escape promises to take children and adults on an exciting
journey with the Israelites that brings God’s Word to life; everyone will
learn how God guides and provides in this Holy Land adventure!
There are so many ways to participate:
•
•

•
•
•
•

Tent Host: guide “tribes” in making easy hands-on craft projects in
the “Israelite Camp” (We will have 10 different tents!)
Tribe Leader: join another youth or adult to lead a small group
of 10 or fewer children through the activities and stations at
Wilderness Escape VBS
Fun and Games Leader: lead “tribes” in high-fun, low-tech games
at four sessions per day of VBS
Registration Team: check in pre-registered and walk-in
participants at Wilderness Escape
Snack Team: prepare and serve snacks to the children and adults
participating in Wilderness Escape
Decoration Team: help create a Wilderness Escape set for the
opening and closing sessions and the “Israelite Camp” where
children will visit tent hosts and participate in crafts

As you can see, we need lots of volunteers! Please contact
lesleyellison@parkwayheights.org to find your best fit!
Registration for participants will begin soon.

Camp Wesley Pines
Camp Wesley Pines offers several
overnight camp sessions for
children and youth throughout
the summer. Parkway Heights will
provide transportation to and from
Camp Wesley Pines for the following
summer camp sessions:
•
•

June 1-3: children entering grades
1-3
June 8-12: children entering
grades 4-6.

Registration closes two weeks prior
to the start of each camp session.
Register now at wesleypines.com.
Contact Lesley to inquire about
scholarships.

in case you missed it
Caroline and Amy Batson worked hard in
the kitchen to prepare the meal.

Those attending Wednesday Night Live
perused the items in the silent auction.

The Wednesday Night Live fundraiser for our
youth on March 11 was a big success with
over $4,500 being raised. THANK YOU!

Parkway Heights was happy to welcome
Tim, Tiffany, Taylor and Marley Moore as
new members of our church on March 8.

The Jr. High girls showed off some Tik Tok
dances during the variety show.
Elijah Sellers and Braden Mann performed
gymnastics for the variety show.
On March 17, the Parkway Heights staff
provided and served a meal to the students
at the USM Wesley Foundation.

Mail Room
Thank you so much for your generous
gift of $100. This will help to ensure
that homelessness remains a moment
in time and not a way of life. May God
continue to bless you and meet every
need.
Jessica Daniels
Fieldhouse for the Homeless

On March 8, we also welcomed Shirley
Cooper as a new member of our church.

PHUMC Finances

PHUMC Finances

February 2020

March 2020 as of 3-30-20

YTD Actual

YTD Actual

YTD Comparison

YTD Comparison

Income .................................... $139,247
Expenses ................................. $134,488
Net ................................................... $4,759
Income .................................... $273,332
Expenses ................................. $281,497
Net ................................................ $(8,165)
Budgeted Income ............ $291,235
Actual Income .................... $273,332
Budget Deficit ........................ $17,903

Income .................................... $128,121
Expenses ................................. $130,727
Net ................................................ $(2,606)
Income .................................... $401,453
Expenses ................................. $412,224
Net ............................................. $(10,771)
Budgeted Income ............ $436,852
Actual Income .................... $401,453
Budget Deficit ........................ $35,399
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Online Children’s Moments:
9 a.m.
Online Worship: 10 a.m.
The Open Door Community
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Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Concerns
all healthcare providers, Steve
Ramp, Billy Slay and Cory Thiel

Sympathy to
-Debbie Zachary on the death of
her mother, Ann Morris
- Dot Fairbank on the death of her
sister
- Bill Graham on the death of his
brother, Mike Graham
- Jason Broome on the death of his
great-grandmother, Minnie Ramsey

Praise

- for the birth of Chambers
Coleman Pierce, born to Callan and
Cole Pierce on March 4, 2020

Our mission: “To connect, equip and send people for Christ”
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