
40 Days of Community Listening Guide Session 3 

Please plan to discuss these with your group this week.  It is important that we not just study about being 

better together, but that we put it into practice.   

Week 2 Challenge (Discuss these in your Bible Fellowship Group on Sunday Morning, May 2) 

-Choose someone in the church and find a way to let them know that you love them.  It can be a Bible 

Fellowship Group Teacher, another worker in church or just another person that you believe would be blessed 

by an expression of love to them.  You can share an encouraging card, a gift card, pray with them or some 

other way to bless them.   

-Talk about in your small group what you can do to be prepared for guests each Sunday.  Determine what you 

can do to help new attenders in your group to feel like they belong.  Spend a few minutes praying and ask God 

to help your small group to reach others and ask God to prepare the hearts of those you will invite.   

-Plan an event to be done in the next 4-6 weeks where you invite members who are not attending and 

prospects to come and enjoy some fellowship.  Intentionally invite and prepare for new people that may 

attend.  Divide up the tasks – planning, food, invitations, set up, clean up and follow up with all of those who 

attend.   

Belonging Together  

Ecclesiastes 4:9 Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. 10 For if either of 

them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is not another to lift 

him up. 11 Furthermore, if two lie down together they keep warm, but how can one be warm alone? 12 And if 

one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of three strands is not quickly torn apart.   

Lessons on Love from 1 Corinthians 13:7 (fill these blanks in as you listen to the session 3 video) 

• Love always__________________________________________.  

“Proverbs 11:13 He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets, But he who is trustworthy conceals a 

matter.   

Protects = _______________________________________________________.  

• Love always_______________________________.  

We believe _________________________each other…we believe _________________________ each other.  

• Love always_______________________________.  

Be _____________________________ about other people’s accomplishments.  

• Love always_____________________________.  

Proverbs 18:24 A man of too many friends comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. 

Romans 12:5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  

 

 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (Discuss these in your group on May 9th) 

1. Which of the four statements about love from 1 Corinthians 13:7 spoke to you most powerfully? Why? How 

can you apply these truths to your personal life this week?  

2. What can we do to apply these truths to our group life? What does it mean to really trust each other and to 

persevere in our relationships together?  

3. Talk about a time when you needed the faith of your friends to lift you in prayer, or a time when God 

answered your prayers for someone else.  

4. Have one or two group members share their story of how they came to Christ and the role friendship played 

in their decision.  

 

Putting your love in action 

1. A recent survey revealed that the number one characteristic of a growing church is the atmosphere of love 

among the membership. How would you describe the atmosphere of love in your church (welcoming, warm, 

safe, impersonal, cliquey, etc.)? What can your small group do to help build a more loving community in your 

church?  

2. Have you made a membership commitment to your church? If not, what is holding you back?  

 

Your Group Loving Others 

1. Your group outreach project can be a great conversation starter for inviting seekers as well as Christ-

following friends to join your small group. When people express interest or curiosity about your project, invite 

them to join you at your next group meeting to find out more about it. Who can you tell about your group 

outreach project this week?  

2. Think of a friend who is not currently connected to a church. Why not invite that person to come to church 

with you this weekend? What is the worst thing that could happen if you invite them? What is the best thing 

that could happen if you invite them? Is the potential benefit worth the risk? Remember, over 90 percent of 

Christians first went to church because a friend or family member invited them. Tell your group the name of at 

least one person who you will invite to church or to your next small group meeting.  

 


