
 

2020 CHURCH PROFILE 
Longbranch Community Baptist church is in Midlothian, Texas.  The church began as a mission church of 
First Baptist Church of Oak Cliff in February of 1993.  The church was initially called Lake Ridge Chapel 
Baptist Church.  We met at Mt. Lebanon Baptist Camp and Conference Center in Cedar Hill, Texas.  Growth 
was slow and we began to look for other opportunities for a better location.  Demographic studies showed 
that Midlothian was one of the fastest growing areas of Ellis County.  Further, the northeast quadrant of the 
city was poised for extraordinary growth and there was a new school called Longbranch Elementary being 
built to accommodate the anticipated surge.  In February 1997, we secured a six-acre tract of land across 
from the school, changed our name to Longbranch Community Baptist church, and by 1998 had completed 
the first phase of construction.  Early in 2003, it was obvious that it was time for the next phase of 
development.  In May 2004 we dedicated a major upgrade of our facility including a multi-purpose building 
that included a large worship space/recreation area and additional children’s Sunday school rooms.    

The church is financially stable with an annual budget of $340,000.  We have 162 members on record and 
our attendance at church before the COVID-19 pandemic was averaging about 112 people.  A breakdown of 
the congregation by age is as follows: 24% under age 18, 26% age 18-59, and 50% over age 60.   

Family ministry is a key focus of our church.  Deacon ministry is an important part of that family focus.  At 
Longbranch, deacons assist the pastor in providing pastoral care to the families and individuals of our 
church family.  We also have an active Church Council that provides overall vision and direction to help the 
church remain focused on the direction in which God is leading our church family.  The Council’s goal is to 
ensure meaningful cross-communication and consistency of effort throughout the church.    

We have always been a mission-minded church.  In 2004, we purchased 5-acres of land in the southwest 
quadrant of Midlothian to build a satellite church near another new school that was under construction.  
The school is Mountain Peak Elementary, and the church is called Mountain Peak Community Baptist 
Church.  Construction of the new church was completed in March of 2008 and the church constituted as an 
independent Baptist church entity in October of 2013.  It has operated without assistance from Longbranch 
Community Baptist in the years since becoming independent.   We are affiliated with the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, the Ellis Baptist Association, and we support other missions’ efforts at a local, state, 
national, and world level.   

Ministry to children and youth is an especially important focus of our church.  As noted earlier, a major part 
of our facilities upgrade completed in 2004 was to build a two-story children’s ministry area that includes 
fifteen classrooms.  We have a Parent’s Day Out program that prepares preschool children for kindergarten.  
Pre-COVID-19 we ministered to 125 children on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 am until 2:30 pm.  With 
Covid-19 still active in our area, we have reduced our numbers to about 70 children.   

Dr. Herbert Pedersen, our pastor, mentor, and friend has advised the church family that he plans to retire 
from active ministry at the end of February 2021.  He is the only pastor this church has ever known.  He was 
the pastor of First Baptist Church of Oak Cliff when the initial concept of a mission church was conceived.  
He became the “Interim” Pastor of the church as we began to meet at the Mt. Lebanon Baptist Camp and 
Conference Center.  He remained in that role for the next eight years and in January of 2001 he became the 
first full-time pastor of our church.  He will retire after fifty-five years of active ministry.  We extend to Herb 
and his wife Barbara our very best wishes as they begin this new phase of their lives.   



Other than the pastor, remaining staff is part-time with other work being handled by dedicated volunteers.  
Our paid part-time staff includes our church administrator, our financial administrator, coordinators for 
children’s and youth ministry, the leader of our Parents Day Out ministry and our worship leader.  Music 
has always been an important aspect of our worship and we have a long history of a strong praise team 
supported by a small but effective group of instrumentalists.  We work hard at providing a blended worship 
experience that draws the church family together.   

Longbranch Community Baptist Church is a Christ-centered, Bible-based, Spirit-led, evangelical Baptist 
church.  The church’s understanding of Christian truth is in essential accord with the articles of faith found 
in the Baptist Faith and Message 2000. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lcbcmidlothian.org/ 


