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Almost 100 years ago, one-time the poet, John Masefield, wrote a
play called The Trial of Jesus. In it, the centurion who oversaw Jesus’ execution returns to give Pontius Pilate an official report. When
Pilate’s wife requests and receives details about the crucifixion, she
asks, “Do you think he is dead?” Despite what he had witnessed, the
centurion answers, “No, lady, I don’t.” Confused, Pilate’s wife inquires, “Then where is he?” The man’s response: “Let loose in the
world, where none can stop his truth.”
Indeed! Truly, “the Word of God is not bound!” 2 Timothy 2:9 (ESV)

Sunday, May 3rd 9:25a
Antioch’s Bible Bowl will be on Nehemiah
and Hebrews this year. To participate, form
a team of up to five people, choose a team
name, sign up in the foyer, and study! All
Sunday School classes are encouraged to
join us in the Worship Center that day.

Sunday, May 3rd 9:25a
The Ladies’ Salad Supper is scheduled for
Sunday, May 3rd at 5:30 pm, hosted by Terri
Hazen’s Team #3. As of now, we are tentatively planning for it to take place. If it will
not, you will be made aware of that.

Summer Session

Dates

Member

High School (9-12)

May31-June5

$230/$275

Middle School (6-8)

June 7-12

$230/$275

Junior Camp (4-5)

June 14-18

$180/$220

Kid’s Camp (2-3)

June 22-24

$90/$110

Day Camp (K-1st)

June 26-27

$45/$55

Summit (7-12)

July 12-17

$230/$275
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Nebuchadnezzar was furious with
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego... He ordered the furnace
heated 7 X’s hotter than usual and
commanded some of the strongest
soldiers in his army to tie them up
and throw them into the blazing
furnace. So they were bound and
thrown into the blazing furnace.
The furnace was so hot that the
flames of the fire killed the soldiers who threw them in.
Then King Nebuchadnezzar
leaped to his feet in amazement
and asked his advisers, “Weren’t
there three men that we tied up
and threw into the fire? … Look! I
see four men walking around in
the fire, unbound and unharmed,
and the fourth looks like a son of
the gods.”
He then approached the opening of
the blazing furnace and shouted,
“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High
God, come out! Come here!”
So the three came out of the fire,
and the officials and advisers
crowded around them to see that
the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads
singed; their robes were not
scorched, and there was no smell
of fire on them.
Then Nebuchadnezzar said,
“Praise be to the God of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, who has
sent his angel and rescued his servants!” They trusted in Him
and ...were willing to give up
their lives rather than serve or
worship any god except their
own God.
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Unless you have been living under a rock in the Sahara Desert,
you know about the extreme action governments are using to
combat this year's new virus. There are many responses to the
present crises. There are some who are fearful and not always
about the virus but also in the response people have to the virus. There are others who deride the whole response and may
even see an evil conspiracy at loose on the world. I also think
there are others who don't make too little of it nor make it too
big. Fear on either extreme is what is dangerous in such times.
Fear is the mind killer. When one acts with a fearful heart, they
often will make irrational decisions. That is why those people
who are trying to scam people will often use fear to get what
they want. "If you don't go down and purchase a Western Union Money-gram an officer will be at your door in twenty minutes!" Or maybe, "Grandma, I am in jail and need bail money,
you don't want your grandson to suffer do you?!" All of this
fear works to their advantage and so people buy toilet paper,
fight over toilet paper, and will eventually donate their excess
toilet paper when the fear has disappeared. It is the same action we might applaud at one
moment when people show up at church in fear only to see the cause of our applauding
disappear three weeks later when they stop coming after the fear has worn off.
My sermon on the 22nd of March talked about Psalm 46 which says that God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble. Our God is. Not the church.
Not our striving against the cause of our fear. Not any pastor or leader. It is our God
who is that Single. Only. Useful. Refuge. It is there we can lay our fears down and replace them with logical, godly decisions and plans. The Psalm states "Therefore," after
stating God is our refuge. "Therefore, we will not fear."
Therefore, even if the coronavirus morphs into a deadly unstoppable plague that ravages
the human race; Even if the governments use this virus as an opportunity to stop
churches from meeting and enslave the population; Even if there is any evil, hurtful, or
damaging thing that comes out of nowhere to haunt our hearts; God is our refuge and
strength...a very present help in time of trouble...THEREFORE, WE WILL FEAR NO EVIL!
I am not saying that we will not have the emotion of fear flow through us, but I am saying, because God is our refuge, we will rise above the fear and with confidence lay out a
godly strategy of action against the evil we face! For God has not given us a spirit
of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:7)
So. What are we at Antioch choosing to do?
First, it does us no good to fight with others as to how we should respond. So, we have
chosen to put on a spirit of cooperation with our government.
Second, we are brothers and sisters in the family of God. As such, we know our strength
is our oneness in Christ. Our fellowship is paramount to maintain even if we have to
not see each other in person for awhile. So, we are going to maintain our 10:30 Sunday
Morning Worship Time. We will also find other ways to keep our communication with
one another alive. Keep watching for our communications through email, our Facebook
page, our website, mailed publications, or phone calls.
Third, we are a people of prayer and communion with the Lord. Keep in touch with the
office with your prayer concerns and volunteer to be a pray-er of these concerns, join
the prayer chain, do all we can to lay the needs of the saints and our world before our
Lord. If this goes on much longer we will figure out a way to have communion and
prayer, like maybe a drive through handing out of the communion and praying together.
There are lots of things we may think of and may try but never will we surrender to our
fears and be intimidated to stop being the People of God!
- John King
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Easter Thanksgiving Offering
This is the time of year that we reveal the recipient of the Easter Thanksgiving Offering.
But, with things shut down due to the virus, we may not even be having an Easter Celebration. Therefore, in order to do justice to the receiving ministry and to not have to jump
through so many hoops, we have decided to postpone the Easter Thanksgiving Offering
until we are able to meet together again as a congregation in worship in our church building. We will, of course, be writing about the ministry of choice so as to acquaint you with
what they do and the needs that we will be meeting.
Thank you for your patience during this difficult time. Pray for our missionaries; the virus
is everywhere in the world so our missionaries will be dealing with this disaster as well.

It is March 13th as I write this. If I were to look at my feed on
Facebook I would see an overwhelming stream of memes,
upset people, and questions about toilet paper. We’re currently in what feels to be the beginning stages of the covid-19
pandemic and some people are terrified while others are
claiming every one is over reacting.
I have hope that as you’re reading this, things might be different. I have hope that the
panic dies down and we’re able to stop the spread of this virus from hurting our loved
ones. My parents, my wife, and a lot of my friends work in places that would have a high
chance of infection. My mom made my dad shave his beard so he could properly wear a
mask, while at the same time I saw something that says it doesn’t really matter either way.
I guess the point I’m trying to make is that our regular scary, confusing time is now even
more scary, and more confusing.
With the current situation of the world in mind, I’d like to continue on in our little study of
Psalm 23 and focus on verse 4:
“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”
What comes to mind when you hear that first phrase, “the valley of the shadow of death”?
I’m looking around and I see a lot of very scared people. Some of them aren’t even scared
of the virus, but they’re scared of what’s going to happen to them if they can’t work for a
few weeks and don’t get paid. They’re scared of what’s going to happen if they do get sick
but they can’t afford the treatment at the hospital. They’re scared of what is happening to
their retirement savings. I’m scared too, and I’m lead to ask the question: where am I putting my trust? What am I putting my confidence in?
Is it in a bank account? In my good health? In my job security? In my health insurance?
Every one of them is going to let me down. My bank account is great until I overdraft. My
health is great until I fall over a beanbag at youth group and hut my knee, my health insurance is fine until I have to use it. I can’t walk through a valley of the shadow a death beside any of these and fear no evil, in fact, I’m going to be fearing even more evils if I’m
beside them!
Our darkest days and darkest nights will drive us to whatever we think will save us. Make
it Jesus. Jesus is not only with us in our suffering, but He also comforts us. Pray with me
this month and God would remove all other shepherds that compete for priority in our
lives so that He alone would be our comforter in both the good and bad times.
- Jonathan

Facts & Figures
March 1
Sunday School
Worship
Offering

59
127
$10,519.69

March 8
Sunday School
Worship
Offering

53
112
$3,859.66

Numbers are to down due to
Coron avirus
March 15
Sunday School

50

Worship

62

Offering

$2,664.28

March 22
Sunday School
Worship
Offering

N/A
N/A
$3,918.04

School
“LetSunday
all who
take refuge inN/A
you
N/A for
Worship
rejoice;
let them ever sing
joy, Offering
and spread your protection
over them, that those who love
your name may exult in you.”
Psalm 5:11

“I will sing of your strength; I
will sing aloud of your steadfast
love in the morning. For you
have been to me a fortress and a
refuge in the day of my distress.”
Psalm 59:16
“For you have been my help,
and in the shadow of your wings
I will sing for joy.” Psalm 63:7

April 2020
Christ in you, the hope of glory!
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THUR

9

SUN

12

THUR

16

6:00p

Deacons’ Meeting

THUR

16

7:00p

Board Meeting

SAT

18

10:00a

Sisters on Zoom

2
3-5
5
9
11
12
13

2:00p

Elders’ Meeting
EASTER

CANCELLED—Women’s Ministry Meeting
CANCELLED—Women Of Joy
CANCELLED—Palm Sunday Celebration
CANCELLED—WWDJ
CANCELLED—Easter Egg Hunt
CANCELLED—Easter Breakfast
CANCELLED—Book Club

