
 

When my spouse, bf/gf, or family member… 
1. Gets some minor details wrong while telling a story, do I: 

o Interrupt them and correct them publicly? 
o Say nothing and let it go, knowing I’ve done the same? 

2. Keeps making the same mistake over and over, do I: 
o Become irritated and angry at them? 
o Look graciously at what might be driving it and then gently correct? 

3. Is getting more attention than I think they deserve, do I: 
o Feel resentful and feel the need to bring them down a notch? 
o Celebrate with them? 

4. Says or does something I don’t understand, do I: 
o Assume they have the best motivation for doing it? 
o Question their motivation or think the worst? 

5. Am I more polite and grace filled with: 
o Strangers  
o Family   

 

• What happens when you inspect the sin in your life before 
addressing the sins of others? How does it affect your posture 
toward others? 

• Share a time when someone used kindness to correct you. Did their 
approach make you more receptive?  

• How has a lack of kindness in communication affected our culture 
today? 

• Read Ephesians 4:32 (NIV) “Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” If 
our motive is restoration, what would it look like if the Church led the 
way in this?  

• In your life, which relationships need less criticalness and more 
kindness? 



 

  
• Matthew 7:5 (NIV) You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your 

own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother’s eye. 

• James 4:11-12 (ESV) Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. 
The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks 
evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you 
are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is only one lawgiver and 
judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to 
judge your neighbor? 

• Ephesians 4:29 (NIV) Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of 
your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up 
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

 

• Commit that the next time you critique someone you will: 
o Remember your own sin. 
o Correct with kindness. 
o Make my motive restoration, not condemnation. 

 

Take some time to share one concern and one thing you are grateful for 
and pray for those things as a group.  


