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• Have you ever been judged by a self-righteous religious person who was 

“standing up for what is right?” (5 min) 

• Have you ever struggled with focusing on rules over relationships? What 
did it cost? (5 min) 

• How will you live out Luke 16:9 for an Easter invite? “I tell you, use worldly 
wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be 
welcomed into eternal dwellings.” (5 min) 

• How would you interpret this parable if you read it in the shadow of the 
prodigal son? (5 min) 

 

 
• Luke 16:1-9 (NIV) Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose 

manager was accused of wasting his possessions. So he called him in and 
asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your 
management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ The manager 
said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m 
not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— I know what I’ll do so 
that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’ 
So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master?’ ‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he 
replied. The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it 
four hundred and fifty.’ Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you 
owe?’ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. He told him, ‘Take your 
bill and make it eight hundred.’ The master commended the dishonest 
manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are 
more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the 
light. I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that 
when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.” 

• Luke 16:19–31 (NIV) “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and 
fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named 



Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s 
table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. The time came when the 
beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man 
also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up 
and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, 
‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ But 
Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your 
good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted 
here and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great 
chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you 
cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ He answered, ‘Then I 
beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, for I have five brothers. Let him 
warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 
Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to 
them.’ ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes 
to them, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses 
and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from 
the dead.’” 

 

   
How will you make your Easter invite most compelling? Strategize with the group. 
(10 min) 
 

  
Ask three people to pray. The first to ask for prodigals to come back home 
through an Easter invite. The second to pray that those at CCV would receive 
them well? The third to ask the Father to give us his heart for those he wants to 
come back home. 


