
 

There will be no weekend recap video during this series. 

● Share a time you sensed God speaking to you. What did he say? How 
did you know it was God? 

● Brainstorm different ways God speaks to us today? [See the chart below 
to generate some ideas for the group.] 

● How can you discern it is God speaking rather than your own desires or 
even the Devil?  

● Ashley gave us three specific ways of discerning God’s voice. As a 
group, reword these in a way you could share it with your team at work 
under the guise of “Making Good Decisions.” You will have to remove 
the religious language. Note: This will be challenging. 

1.Does it align with God’s word? 

2.Do other strong followers of Jesus confirm it?  

3.Does this decision make me more like Jesus?   

The two bold words in verse 14, indicate two barriers for knowing God’s will. 
The eight bold words in verse 17 are confirmation of God’s will. 

● James 3:14–15: But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom” 
does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 



 

● We make bad decisions when we compare (“bitter envy”) ourselves to 
others rather than God. We make bad decisions when we are selfish 
rather than sacrificial. How have you seen this principle in practice in 
your own life or those you love? 

● James 3:17: But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all 
pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and 
good fruit, impartial and sincere. 

● How could you use James 3:14-17 as a test for assessing a “word 
from the Lord”? 

 

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is 
best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit 
of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise 
of God. (Philippians 1:9–11) 
 

Those who often claim to hear God the most, can be the most emotional. 
This makes this whole conversation potentially disruptive for your group, 
because emotional people may hijack the conversation. To guard against 
this, ask two or three solid, mature Christians, before the group begins how 
they hear the voice of God. This will allow you to lean into their pre-packaged 
answers to set the tone for the conversation.   

 

 



 

Hearing the Voice of God 

How can Christians hear the voice of God? Perhaps we ought to first ask 
how have Christians heard the voice of God? Here are some ways: 

 Scripture and its interpretation 
 The person and story of Jesus 
 Prophecy 
 Dreams/visions 
 Audibly, “Word from the Lord” 
 Prayer/answers 
 Fasting 
 Life experiences and circumstances 
 Internal conviction or prompting 
 Guidance of the Holy Spirit 
 Imago Dei: Reason, intuition, instinct 
 Visual arts 
 Music 
 Relationships 
 Spiritual Gifts 

 


