
 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Update (May 6, 2020)  

“Moving Forward” 

I have been amazed over the years how there are many things that can stop or slow people 

down, but the gospel of Jesus Christ is not confined to these limitations.  The gospel continues to be 

proclaimed and save lives despite our circumstances.  This is no truer than our situation right now.  

While our circumstances have required us to stay-at-home to help slow the spread of COVID-19, the 

spread of the gospel has not been confined to this order.  At CCC, we have been able to continue to 

gather around the Word of God, pray, worship, serve our community, and connect with one another in 

spite of our physical separation.  Our time away from the campus has not stopped our worship of the 

Lord, and I praise God for that.        

I want to share with you that I am so proud of how CCC has adapted and persevered during this 

pandemic.  When the news of the pandemic broke and the United States was beginning to close down, 

CCC was able to move with great speed to shift our worship services and other ministries online.  I want 

to thank our worship team, a/v team, and others who made all of this possible.  These teams allowed us 

to continue to gather for worship in our homes and stay connected to one another, even though we 

have physically been separated.  In the same manner, I want to thank all the small group leaders, study 

group leaders, and others who moved their groups onto zoom or other remote forums.  Even though it 

may have been awkward to meet on zoom, these leaders pushed through the awkwardness to continue 

to grow together, pray for one another, and support each other during this time.  With the Red Letter 

Challenge in place, CCC was able to have a unified approach to study and worship, and the challenge has 

been a catalyst for new small groups to form and for a number of people to join these and other groups.  

I am also grateful for the additional efforts taken by Community Downtown to meet the counseling 

needs through online counseling, Kids Community through their online videos, our Student Community 

interactions, other community group connections, and CCC’s willingness individually and collectively to 

serve our community.  Last but not least, I am very grateful for our front-line workers who have day in 

and day out been faithful to their jobs and the Lord in the midst of these difficult times.    

As we look to the future, we have the opportunity to begin taking steps towards physical 

community again.  I am encouraged by this, but realize that we will come back to an environment that is 

new and different to all of us.  The struggle we deal with at the moment is that while we can resume 

services, we need to ask ourselves when should we resume services.  One of the highlights of Sunday 

mornings at CCC is the opportunity to connect with others, to shake their hands and to catch up with 

one another, for the children to go to their community groups and to learn about Jesus together, and 

many other aspects that are a part of creating community at CCC.  While we can officially resume 

services as of May 8th, these aspects of CCC would need to look much different, including the difficult 

reality that it is recommended that our older and at-risk population continue worshipping online for a 

period of time.  At the same time, if we wait until the social distancing recommendation is completely 



lifted that would mean that we would not resume worship services on the campus until July at the 

earliest, according to Indiana’s “Back on Track” guidelines.  In the end, we feel that we need to begin 

taking steps back towards meeting on campus, but we do realize that this will mean that for a time some 

people will meet on campus with restrictions and that others will need to continue meeting online.  We 

feel that this will provide a “both/and” scenario to help us serve both of these populations.  We also 

realize that some churches will open sooner and some will continue to hold off.  As we have prayed 

about next steps and in light of Indiana’s “Back on Track” plan, the elders, Rodney, Luke, and I feel that 

the following plan is a good option for CCC.   

Sunday Morning Worship 

• May 10th, 17th, & 24th – Continue with online services  

• May 31st - Resume Sunday morning services at CCC campus with limitations and continue 

online service option.  By waiting until May 31st, this gives CCC time to implement best 

practices to meet the states guidelines, implement live streaming capabilities, and to minimize 

the amount of Sundays that we would need to meet under the following limitations.  Below is a 

list of recommendations and guidelines for reopening the church.  We are putting all of these 

in place, because we care about you and your family.   

 

▪ While we are meeting under social distancing guidelines, we will hold 

temporarily hold services at 9 am & 11 am.  This will allow us to clean and 

disinfect surfaces before, between, and after services.     

▪ Individuals who are 65 and above or who have an underlying health conditions 

are recommended to stay at home and continue with online services.  We will 

not turn away these individuals if they decide to come, but the state is 

recommending for your safety that you continue to watch services online for a 

time. 

▪ It is recommended that you stay at home regardless of age if you have tested 

positive of COVID-19 or are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19.  You will 

want to check with your doctor or CDC guidelines for proper timelines to 

return to social gatherings.  

▪ Individuals or family units will need to practice social distancing when visiting 

the campus.  Best case scenario is that everyone does their part to help 

maintain this, so that we do not have to develop measures to enforce this.   

▪ We will remove every other row of seating to help with distancing in the 

sanctuary.  One way you could help is by ensuring that there are 6 seats 

between your family unit and others, so that we can honor the social 

distancing guidelines.    

▪ The state recommends that you wear a face covering before entering the 

building.  We ask that you bring your own face covering, as it would be difficult 

for the church to have face coverings available for everyone.  The decision to 

wear a face covering will be left up to each individual.     

▪ Early Childhood Community, Kids Community, Student Community, and other 

Sunday morning groups will not meet until social distancing guidelines are 

lifted.  We will continue to look at options to accommodate families with 



young children.  We understand that this will make it difficult for some families 

to attend, and if this is the case for you, we want you to know we support you 

as you continue to join us with the online services, and we look forward to the 

day where our early childhood and kids communities can be open again.       

▪ Coffee and cookie bar will be closed.  Parents are welcome to bring drinks and 

snacks for their children, but please dispose of your own trash.   

▪ We are looking at ways to provide a warm welcoming environment, while 

maintain social distancing.  Greetings will need to move to waves and head 

nods until social distancing is lifted.  Let’s try to figure out how to have fun with 

this and not make it too awkward.       

▪ On Communion Sundays, communion will be served in prepackaged cups and 

made available in a way that helps maintain social distancing.   

▪ Hand sanitizer will be made available in the lobby and bathrooms and the 

facility will be cleaned and disinfected before and after services.   

▪ Offering Boxes will continue to be available for offerings.  There is also the 

online option of giving through Push Pay and ACH.   

CCC Office, Small Groups, and other 

• VBS has been rescheduled for fall break.  Spring Hill has been canceled for the summer.  We will 

continue to communicate with you about other scheduled events. 

• May 4th – The state is allowing small groups up to 25 to meet with social distancing, so small 

groups, study groups, and other communities can begin discussing in-person gatherings.  Each 

group will make their own decisions on this and are encouraged to adhere to CDC social 

distancing guidelines.  We want to make the church building available for groups that would 

prefer to meet at CCC during this time.  Please contact rodney@cccolumbus.org to schedule and 

for more info.     

• May 26th – CCC office staff will resume working at their respective campus’ with limitations.  So 

that we don’t miss you, it would be best for you to call and schedule a time for meeting with 

one of the directors or pastors.  Until this date we continue to work remotely.        

• July 4th or sooner – We hope to hear from the governor around this time about our next steps as 

a state. 

Community Downtown  

• Counseling and coaching services provided by Community Downtown will remain through e-

counseling and tele-therapy methods. State guidelines clearly state that remote work is 

preferred as well. Currently the model we are using is well utilized and seems to be beneficial.  

• From May 12th through May 22nd, Front Office staff hours will be: Monday through Thursday 10 

am – 3pm and Friday 9am – 11am.  Normal office hours will resume on May 26th. 

• June 2nd – Tuesday Night Celebrate Recovery and Insight will resume.  Other CR groups may 

resume June 8th, those that are in the jail or at ASAP will resume when directed by those 

organizations.  We will keep you updated.  

• June 22nd – In person counseling with CDT is proposed to resume along with e-counseling 

options available.   
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I am encouraged that we can begin taking these steps.  All of the steps above may be subject to change 

and we will update you as needed.  I want you to know that we are here to support you as we continue 

to walk through this challenging time.  If you are feeling isolated or alone, please let us know, so that we 

can personally give you a call and see how we can best support you.  We love you and ask for your 

continued prayers. 

Mike Mantooth  

Lead Pastor 

Romans 15:13 – “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”   


