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WHAT IS

Federal entitliement program administered by the
State Health Department and by the New York City
Department of Health in NYC

Provides therapeutic and educational services to
children with developmental delays and disabilities
age 0 -3 and their families

Engages families in the home, childcare, or
wherever the child and family are most
comfortable

Services are confidential, free of cost, and available
to all NYC residents who who qualify.




WHY INTERVENE EARLY??

* The first three years of life are a critical period of
brain development

» Early intervention leads to cognitive benefits,
improvements in communication and language
interactions, improvements in motor, social, and
cognitive functioning, and acquisition of age -
appropriate skills

» Early Intervention services in NYC have led to
demonstrable academic benefits later in
childhood.




HOW MANY C HILDREN RECEIVE EI
SERVICES IN NYC?

Children Under 3 Receiving El Services

33,244 39,986

29,598

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Source: Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York. Keeping Track of New York City’s Children: 2026.



RAC IAL DISPARITIES IN ACCESS REMAIN
STARK

m Totalreferrals  mShare evaluated  m Share found eligible = m Received General Services

10,159
7,978 81%
90%
55%
63% g0 51% 4, 973
3,290
59% 54% 87%
5?% 53%
White, Non-Latino Latino Black, Non-Latino Asian, Non-Latino
CCC's analysis of the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, NYC Early Intervention's: Local Early Interventi on Coordinating

Council (LEICC) Report (FY2025)



RAC IAL DISPARITIES IN ACCESS REMAIN
STARK

Share of Children Who Received All, Some, or None of their
El Services within 30 Days by Race/Ethnicity, FY 2024

HAIl ™Some M NoOne

4% 6% 2% 4%
Asian/PI/NA Black Latinx White

Source: Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York. Keeping Track of New York City’s Children: 2026.



SYSTEMIC CHALLENGES TO
THE EI SYSTEM

« Stigma

» Lack of awareness of developmental milestones v
and available services

* Fragmented systems that are difficult to navigate

and trust

» Underfunding and provider shortages

» Bias and inequitable access to services




UNITED FOR
BROWNSVILLE

BUILDING A
NEIGHBORHOOD
WHERE EVERY
FAMILY FLOURISHES

unitedforbrownsville.org




FLASHBACK TO 2018
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IDENTITY ON EI

Family Advisory Board (FAB)

Provider Action Team (PAT)
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Rate of El Service Receipt Rate: Brownsville & NYC

Per 1,000 children aged 0-2. Source: NYC DOHMH
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2019-20 El Driver Diagram

Projects
We think these
Interventions will

address
secondary drivers

Secondary
Drivers

If we address the
following we can
affect the primary
drivers

Primary Drivers
We can reach our
goals if we achieve
the following sub
goals

End State

We know we will
have achieved El
Equity when

Screenings ->
Referrals

Inconsistent
screening and
referral
processes

Family Ambassadors

Provider
bias/racism
and family
engagement
strategies

Family
misconceptions
about El, their
roleinit, and
stigma

Increase referrals of black children to greater than or
equal to the citywide rate

Referral Follow
Ups

Inconsistent
provider
follow up on
referrals

Evaluation
Station

Local Evaluator
Hiring

Evaluator
shortages and

delays

Decrease referral-to-evaluation
drop-off for black and Hispanic
children to less than or equal to

the citywide rate

The service receipt rate for Black children and Hispanic children in
Brownsville is equal to the citywide rate in 5 years



The BROWNSVILLE
EI Ambassador SCREENINGS
S'Llpp ort FAMILIES - EI AMBASSADOR Tt

Families Special | Initial Service
Concern Instructor Coordinator

Multi-Disciplinary |nﬂi‘hl'idl..lil Family
Reports Service Plan
I
i The El Ambassador Bridges the
L Gaps In the System




Rate of El Service Receipt Rate: Brownsville & NYC

Per 1,000 children aged 0-2. Source: NYC DOHMH
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El EQUITY COLLABORATIVE

Data Collection and
Technical Assistance

Collaborative Partners

2 Presontes C]C]c
1 PreSbyterian .gI‘EN ISLAND ALLIANCE FOR
<:> NORTH SHORE CHILDREN & FAMILIES Citizensl com mittee
Q for Children o New YoRk

©
Children’s Aid

Every step of the way

Health
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Alice Bufkin David Harrington
Associate Executive Director of Data and Policy Co-founder & strategy director
abufkin@cccnewyork.org dharrington@brownsvillepartnership.org

212-673-1800 347-454-2115
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