
UNDERSTANDING THE 
EARLY INTERVENTION 
LANDSCAPE



• Federal entitlement program administered by the 
State Health Department and by the New York City 
Department of Health in NYC

• Provides therapeutic and educational services to 
children with developmental delays and disabilities 
age 0 -3 and their families

• Engages families in the home, childcare, or 
wherever the child and family are most 
comfortable

• Services are confidential, free of cost, and available 
to all NYC residents who who qualify.

WHAT IS 
EARLY INTERVENTION 

(EI)



• The first three years of life are a critical period of 
brain development

• Early intervention leads to cognitive benefits, 
improvements in communication and language 
interactions, improvements in motor, social, and 
cognitive functioning, and acquisition of age -
appropriate skills

• Early Intervention services in NYC have led to 
demonstrable academic benefits later in 
childhood.

WHY INTERVENE EARLY?



HOW MANY C HILDREN RECEIVE EI 
SERVICES IN NYC?

Source: Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York. Keeping Track of New York City’s Children: 2026.



RAC IAL DISPARITIES IN ACCESS REMAIN 
STARK

CCC's analysis of the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, NYC Early Intervention's: Local Early Interventi on Coordinating 
Council (LEICC) Report (FY2025)



RAC IAL DISPARITIES IN ACCESS REMAIN 
STARK

Source: Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York. Keeping Track of New York City’s Children: 2026.



• Stigma
• Lack of awareness of developmental milestones 

and available services
• Fragmented systems that are difficult to navigate 

and trust
• Underfunding and provider shortages
• Bias and inequitable access to services

SYSTEMIC CHALLENGES TO 
THE EI SYSTEM



BUILDING A 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
WHERE EVERY 
FAMILY FLOURISHES
unitedforbrownsville.org



FLASHBACK TO 2018 -19: UB FORMS ITS 
IDENTITY ON EI

Family Advisory Board (FAB) Provider Action Team (PAT)











EI EQUITY COLLABORATIVE

Collaborative Partners
Data Collection and 

Technical Assistance
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