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February 14, 2023 
 
The Honorable Kathy Hochul  
Governor of New York State  
NYS State Capitol Building  
Albany, NY 12224 
 
Dear Governor Hochul: 
 
Thank you for your work on behalf of children and families in New York State. We commend you in 
particular for uplifting in your Executive Budget the need to invest in affordable housing, pre-
kindergarten, mental health care, and access to child care, among other key areas. However, given 
the depth and scope of needs confronting children and families in our state, we urge you to take the 
following actions in your 21-day amendments to the Executive Budget and to work with the Senate 
and Assembly to adopt a Fiscal Year 2024 Budget that ensures every New York child is health, 
housed, educated, and safe. 
 
In January 2023, Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York (CCC) released the “Child & 
Family Well-being in New York State” index, a comprehensive report that examines county-level 
data on economic security, housing stability, health care, education, youth, and families and 
communities. Findings from this report underscore the urgent need for the State to invest in solutions 
that lift incomes, increase housing stability, strengthen child developmental and behavioral health 
outcomes, enhance youth mobility, and strengthen families and communities.  
 
We urge you to take the following additional actions this year’s budget: 
 

 Commit half of the $1 billion in proposed behavioral health investments in the Executive 
Budget to services for children and families. 

 Fund an 8.5% COLA for health and human service workers, and significantly and 
permanently increase rates for children’s behavioral health services so they match the cost of 
care. 

 Increase reimbursement rates for Early Intervention (EI) providers and evaluators to 11% 
and institute higher rates or rate add-ons to cover higher costs of in-person EI service 
delivery. 

 Enact and fund the Housing Access Voucher Program (HAVP) to create New York’s first 
ever statewide rental subsidy program (S2804B/A3701). 

 Increase state funding for Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP) to address over 
100,000 pending applications. 

 Invest $60 million to extend child care subsidy eligibility to undocumented children and 
families statewide. 

 Restore and enhance Child Welfare Funding to a 75/25 state/county statutory share for 
preventive, protective, and independent living services. 

 Fund KinGAP outside of the Foster Care Block Grant, mirroring the structure of adoption 
subsidies, to incentivize more counties to use kin as a permanent placement option. 
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 Reject entirely Executive Budget proposals that revisit the components of bail reform.  
 Expedite the distribution of Raise the Age funds to counties, prioritize directing a share of 

resources to local CBOs that work directly with justice-involved youth, and ensure NYC can 
access RTA funds. 

 Reauthorize and invest state funding in the Close to Home juvenile justice initiative. 
 Increase the minimum wage and index the wage to inflation, supporting 2.9 million workers 

(S3062/A7503).  
 Eliminate the sub-minimum wage to support over 250,000 tip-wage workers left out of 

previous minimum wage increases (A2244/S808). 
 Expand and deepen the New York State Earned Income Tax Credit by permanently 

increasing the percentage of the state credit paid to families from 30% to 45% of the federal 
credit, and adjust filing requirements so all immigrant tax-filers can access the credit.  

 Reform the Empire State Child Credit to ensure households with children under 4 years of 
age are eligible, that credits are greatest for lowest income households, and that all 
immigrants filing taxes with an ITIN receive the full tax credit. 

 Establish and fund a Healthy School Meals for All program across New York State schools 
(A1941/S1678). 

 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Jennifer March 
Executive Director 
Citizens’ Committee for Children 
 

 
Alice Bufkin 
Associate Executive Director of Policy and 
Advocacy 
Citizens’ Committee for Children 

 
 
 


