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Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York is a 76-year-old independent, multi-issue child 

advocacy organization. CCC does not accept or receive public resources, provide direct services, 

nor represent a sector or workforce; our priority is improving outcomes for children and families 

through research and advocacy. We document the facts, engage and mobilize New Yorkers, and 

advocate for solutions to ensure that every New York child is healthy, housed, educated, and 

safe. 

 

We would like to thank the New York City Council for holding today’s important hearing on the 

response and delivery of services to migrants. Many of the migrant families entering New York 

have experienced hardship and trauma in their journey to our city. Our city has a responsibility to 

not only support the immediate needs of new arrivals, but to identify systemic changes that can 

support the long-term wellbeing of immigrant children and families.  

 

Access to Legal Services and Translation/Interpretation Services 

 

Community-based organizations serving asylum-seekers in New York have identified legal 

services and translation/interpretation services as among the most urgent needs confronting them. 

 

We therefore urge City leaders to ensure that all the city's contracted programs have 

access to translation and interpretation services, both written and verbal. In 

particular,pProviders and advocates have underscored that lack of Spanish-speaking social 

services and information is prevalent at DHS-shelters and other city government agencies.  

 

Additionally, we urge the city to make immediate funding available for more lawyers and 

legal professionals that specialize in immigration law, and to address concerns regarding 

current RFPs and contracts that have inhibited the city’s ability to expand this workforce. 

Permanent investments in legal support are essential to ensure asylum seekers are able to 

navigate the complex and lengthy legal processes facing them. 

 

Access to Housing and Economic Security  

 

The current crises in housing and shelter capacity has been exacerbated by the recent arrival of 

over 27,000 asylum-seeking individuals. These families deserve stable and safe housing options, 
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particularly in light of the traumatic journey many undertook in order to arrive in New York. As 

a member of the Family Homelessness Coalition, CCC strongly supports efforts to address both 

the chronic and emerging housing needs confronting housing-insecure families. By addressing 

long-standing issues within our housing system, we can connect more New Yorkers to 

permanent housing and expand capacity during times of crisis. 

 

CCC supports the following policy and administrative reforms to promote housing stability 

for migrant families with children. 

 

• Expand CityFHEPS eligibility for undocumented families. All families deserve access to 

permanent housing.  

• Eliminate chronicity eligibility requirements such as requiring shelter history or a 

housing court eviction to receive CityFHEPS. Eliminating these unnecessary 

requirements will allow the city to better leverage the subsidy as a preventive measure 

and keep housing insecure families in their homes and out of shelter. 

• End the 90-day rule of shelter stay, prior to City FHEPs eligibility. This illogical and 

costly rule further extends unnecessary lengths of stay of families with children. Instead, 

the City must end this rule to move families through shelter to permanent housing quickly 

and other restrictive. 

• Provide funding to youth shelter providers for translation, transportation, legal and 

emergency housing for migrant youth.  

 

Access to Anti-Hunger Supports 

 

One of the primary needs identified by community-based organizations serving migrants is the 

need for enhanced food supports. Skipping meals or lack of healthy food options can have an 

adverse effect on a child’s physical and mental well-being. Children facing hunger are more 

likely to be hospitalized and face higher risks of health conditions like anemia and asthma.i 

Hunger can also impact a child’s school performance and behavior. Lack of focus, absenteeism, 

and poor grades are also linked to childhood hunger. 1 in 4 (or more than 462,000) children in 

New York City are experiencing food insecurity.ii 

 

Programs like SNAP and WIC are critical to families experiencing food insecurity and allow 

families to have healthy food choices. However, these federal programs are not an option for 

undocumented families, who must rely on friends, food pantries, or less healthy options for 

groceries. Numerous CBOs have had to expand nutrition programs to meet the needs of migrants 

they serve, but many lack the funding necessary to meet the demand. We urge the City to 

enhance funding available to community-based organizations to provide outreach and 

enrollment in nutrition programs, as well as to provide direct food aid to support 

individuals ineligible for state or federal programs. Additionally, we support Res. 305 by 

Council Member Ayala calling on New York State to create a program to provide food 

benefits to those currently ineligible for existing benefits. All children and families in New 

York City deserve food security.  
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Access to Education 

 

Even before COVID-19, the NYC public school system was ill-equipped to serve English 

language learners and immigrant families, and too many families were unable to access high-

quality schooling and programs for their children. The pandemic only compounded these 

barriers. Immigrant-serving CBOs across the city have been overwhelmed throughout the 

pandemic as they struggled to find enrollment and communications support for newcomer 

families, and far too many eligible students were unable to even enter the education system. 

Today, the City faces a historic number of asylum seekers in need of accessible education and 

English language supports, and our leaders must provide. 

 

All New York students must graduate high school by the age of 21 before they are considered to 

be aged out. This presents a major hurdle for older, newcomer immigrant youth (ages 16-21) 

who have little time to learn English and fulfill graduation requirements. Transfer schools can 

play an essential role in supporting students at risk of dropping out and helping under-credited 

students work toward graduation. However, up until last year, these transfer schools were not 

accessible to immigrant youth outside of Manhattan. This year, the DOE expanded access to six 

transfer programs for English Language Learners (ELLs) in the outer boroughs but has yet to 

fully fund the type of robust programming that ELL transfer schools need to enable older 

immigrant youth need to succeed.  

 

CCC joins the New York Immigration Coalition and other partners in calling on city 

leaders to baseline $3M to add comprehensive services to the six new English Language 

Learner (ELL) Transfer School Programs in Queens, the Bronx, and Brooklyn. This 

funding would employ bilingual social workers, provide robust training for school-based staff, 

and offer community-based wrap-around supports, bringing these important new programs in 

line with best practices for newcomers ages 16-21. The funding also includes the capacity to 

develop a data-driven model that can be replicated throughout the City. Additionally, we urge 

the City to enhance students’ access to bilingual staff throughout the city, including 

educators, social workers, and special education teachers.  
 

 

Access to Youth Services + Programs 

 

Youth services and programs provide essential interventions and opportunities for positive youth 

development. Programs like the Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) provide youth 

with the opportunity to explore different careers, earn a wage, and strengthen their future job 

prospects, and have also been shown to significantly reduce the likelihood of arrest and 

incarceration.iii We are grateful for the expansion of SYEP in last year’s city budget. 

Unfortunately, SYEP is not an option for undocumented young people due to federal labor 

regulations. We urge the City to develop a model of SYEP that allows participation by all 

New York youth, regardless of immigration status. Access to these programs is a lifeline for 

young people and opens doors to incredible futures. All youth deserve opportunity, community, 
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and the right to be involved in the wide variety of programs New York City offers for young 

people.   

 

As New York rebuilds and continues to recover from the pandemic, we must keep our sights on 

an equitable future. Pandemic relief was not available to immigrant communities until 2021, 

creating increased financial hardships for many individuals and families. New York has an 

opportunity to not only enhance supports to migrant New Yorkers, but to create pathways for 

future opportunities and stronger communities in the long term.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony.  

 

 
i Feeding America. “Facts About Child Hunger in America.” https://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-

america/child-hunger-facts 
iiCity Harvest. “Hunger in NYC.” https://www.cityharvest.org/food-

insecurity/#:~:text=As%20New%20Yorkers%20struggle%20with,began%20sending%20food%20prices%20soaring

. 
iii Judd B. Kessler & Sarah Tahamont & Alexander Gelber & Adam Isen, 2022. "The Effects of Youth Employment 

on Crime: Evidence from New York City Lotteries," Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, vol 41(3), pages 

710-730. 
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