
 
Hon. Carl E. Heastie, Speaker 
New York State Assembly 
932 Legislative Office Building 
Albany, NY 12248 
 
Hon. Debra Glick, Chair 
Higher Education Committee 
New York State Assembly 
717 Legislative Office Building 
 
Hon. Harry Bronson 
New York State Assembly 
847 Legislative Office Building 
Albany, NY 12248 
 
Dear Speaker Heastie, Chair Glick and Assemblyman Bronson: 
 
On behalf of the Healthy Minds, Healthy Kids Campaign, thank you for helping pass A.7405A 
(Bronson)/S.6431 (Brouk), which will address workforce shortage issues that prevent children 
and adolescents from accessing critical mental health and substance use disorder services.  
 
We are grateful for the passage of A.7405A/S.6431 in both Houses. However, we are deeply 
concerned that a lapse in the exemption will occur on June 24, 2021. This may result from the 
potential delay between the Governor receiving and signing the bill.  At risk is the authority for 
licensed mental health practitioners to diagnose and develop treatment plans before the bill is 
signed into law and the exemption is restored.  
 
At this point, New York’s children and families need no further delays or new barriers to 
accessing behavioral health services. We therefore strongly urge you to send A.7405A 
(Bronson)/S.6431 (Brouk) to the Governor as soon as possible. 
 
New York is facing a children’s behavioral health crisis, as children have faced a year of anxiety, 
isolation, loss of loved ones, disconnection from school, and economic insecurity. The pandemic 
has led to declines in critical mental health screenings and access to services, including a 44% 
decline in outpatient mental health services in Medicaid during the peak of the pandemic. At 
the same time, rates of anxiety, depression, substance use, and suicidal ideation have risen. 
Children are facing unprecedented emotional distress, yet are unable to access adequate 
primary and preventive services, resulting in stark increases of psychiatric distress, 
hospitalizations, and families waitlisted for services.  
 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-issues-urgent-call-action-following-drastic-decline-care-children-medicaid-and-childrens-health
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6932a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6945a3.htm
http://www.centernyc.org/reports-briefs/2021/1/25/in-covid-era-new-york-suicidal-kids-spend-days-waiting-for-hospital-beds


 

The Healthy Minds, Healthy Kids Campaign is a statewide coalition of behavioral health providers, advocates, and 
family organizations, joining together to create the public and political will necessary to ensure that all children 

and adolescents in New York receive the high-quality behavioral health services they need. Contact: 
ABufkin@CCCNewYork.org. 

Severe workforce shortages have long been a primary barrier to providing adequate behavioral 
supports for children and their families. Currently, there are too few diagnosing professionals, 
leading to a logjam of children who are unable to receive services because they have been 
unable to secure a diagnosis.  
 
We respectfully request that you send A.7405A (Bronson)/S.6431 (Brouk) to the Governor as 
swiftly as possible so that we can prevent the expiration of diagnostic authority for LMHPs 
and the resulting loss of behavioral health access for children and families.  Thank you for 
your attention to this timely issue and please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any 
questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer March 
Executive Director, Citizens’ Committee for Children 
On behalf of the Healthy Minds, Healthy Kids Campaign 
 
 
 
cc: LouAnn Ciccone, Secretary to the Speaker 

Maria Volpe-McDermott, Assistant Secretary for Program and Policy 
 Ben Decker, Higher Education Committee Counsel 
 Ashley Luz, Higher Education Committee Analyst  
 
 
 
 


