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Thank you, Chair Hanif and members of the City Council Committee on Immigration, for holding today's 
oversight hearing on the New York City government agencies’ response to the provision of resources 
and services for newly arrived asylum seekers 

Since 1945, Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York has served as an independent, multi-issue 
child advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring that every New York child is healthy, housed, 
educated, and safe. CCC does not accept or receive public resources, provide direct services, or 
represent a sector or workforce. We document the facts, engage, and mobilize New Yorkers, and 
advocate for policy, budget, and legislative solutions that improve child and family well-being. 

CCC is also a Steering Committee member of the Family Homelessness Coalition, a coalition of 18 

organizations representing service and housing providers and children’s advocacy organizations united 

by the goal of launching a coordinated, collaborative, multi-agency effort focused on preventing family 

homelessness, improving the well-being of children and families in shelters, and supporting the long-

term housing stability of families with children who leave shelter. 

Over 3,300 asylum seeking children and their families have recently entered DHS-shelters, seeking safety 
and an opportunity to have a better life.1 They have had a traumatic journey and traveled long 
distances, forced to travel to New York due to political motivations by out-of-state Governors. The city’s 
housing crisis, lack of shelter capacity, and fiscal constraints have further exacerbated their struggle.  

Most of these families arrived with only clothes on their backs and limited financial resources. 
Community-based organizations have provided critical items like toiletries, baby kits, clothes, and 
cleaning supplies to asylum-seeking families.2  In recent days, it was brought to CCC’s attention that over 
80 migrant children residing in a DHS shelter were added to a District 10 Bronx elementary school. These 
children lacked essential school supplies and clothes. Teachers and school officials generously purchased 
a few essential items, and a local community-based organization stepped in to assist. However, 
community-based organizations have limited resources and need the city’s help. 

 
1 Asylum-seeking entering DHS-shelters. Retrieved from: https://gothamist.com/news/south-bronx-school-
struggles-to-accommodate-dozens-of-asylum-seeking-students 
2 Community-based organization support for asylum-seeking families. Retrieved from: 
https://www.newyorker.com/news/as-told-to/trying-to-find-places-for-asylum-seekers-in-new-york-citys-
homeless-shelters 



We applaud the City government’s effort to establish a migrant navigation center, however, advocates 
have raised concerns on the lack of clarity on the services being provided and the selection process of 
community-based organizations assigned to administered other navigation centers. There is still so 
much more to be done to address the urgent needs of asylum-seeking families. Therefore, it is critical 
that the city develop a robust and coordinated approach to the provision of emergency support and 
services that these migrant families urgently need. 

Inter-agency communication must be improved to not only connect migrant families with existing and 
newly implemented services and social support but to ensure the needs of all families are appropriately 
met. To that end, enhanced funding and staffing is needed at City social service and housing agencies to 
ensure the immediate needs of families facing eviction and those already in shelter are appropriately 
addressed. 

 

With respect to migrant families, the City needs to partner with community-based organizations and 
provide sufficient funding to alleviate the suffering of asylum-seeking families by taking the following 
steps: 

• Fund and provide essential items such as clothes, toiletries, cash assistance, and transportation 

aid as well as school supplies. Many partner organizations have shared their concerns about the 

lack of adequate government assistance to support their efforts to serve migrant families. These 

organizations have provided assistance to migrant families using a combination of private and 

public donations and greater city support is desperately needed.  

• Ensure that all the city's contracted programs have access to translation services, both written 

and verbal. Advocates and asylum-seeking migrants have underscored in recent weeks that lack 

of Spanish-speaking social services and information is prevalent at DHS-shelters and other city 

government agencies.  

• Make immediate funding available for more lawyers and legal professionals that specialize in 

immigration law. Immigration assistance is essential to secure immigration status for asylum-

seeking families and studies have shown that families and individuals that receive immigration 

legal assistance have better outcomes than those who do not receive full representation.3 

Efforts must be made to deepen and make permanent investments in legal support to ensure 

critical resources are available to help asylum seekers navigate very complex and lengthy 

processes. 

In recent weeks, Mayor Adams has brought into question the asylum-seeking population’s right to 

shelter eligibility. Legal advocates and advocates for the homeless have expressed concerns about the 

legality of the city’s position. The right to shelter in New York City exists for all those seeking emergency 

shelter assistance, CCC and FHC partner organizations believe this right must be upheld for everyone, 

regardless of immigration status.  

 

 

 
3 Benefits of access to immigration legal representation. Retrieved from: Eagly, Ingrid V., and Steven Shafer. "A 
national study of access to counsel in immigration court." U. Pa. L. Rev. 164 (2015): 1. 



 

CCC and its FHC partners are also deeply concerned with the City’s actions to house asylum-seeking 

individuals and families in tents. The use of tents in the United States territory has proven to be 

problematic for migrant children, as many have struggled with stress-related symptoms and lack of 

adequate assistance and well-trained personnel.4 The area where these tents are being assembled lack 

transportation and on-site social services support. Additionally, the selected areas are prone to flooding 

and the upcoming winter season makes this temporary housing option dangerous for the mental and 

physical well-being of individuals and family members including children.  

 

As attention is paid to the humanitarian crisis experienced by migrant families, the City must take the 

following long-term steps to mitigate the housing and shelter crisis that predated this crisis and that 

affects thousands of low-income families of color: 

• Proceed with hiring shelter-based community coordinators as critical liaisons between families, 

shelters, and school personnel for all homeless families. 

• Expand CityFHEPS eligibility for undocumented families and eliminate chronicity eligibility 

requirements to leverage the subsidy as a preventive measure and keep housing insecure 

families in their homes and out of shelter.  

• End the 90-day rule of shelter stay, prior to City FHEPs eligibility. This illogical and costly rule 

further extends unnecessary lengths of stay of families with children. Instead, the City must end 

this rule to move families through shelter to permanent housing quickly and other restrictive   

In addition to the incredible effort of community-based organizations across the city who are helping to 

meet the needs of migrant families, the advocacy community stands ready to actively advocate for state 

and federal funding to help the City address migrant families' urgent needs and provide a path to their 

socio-economic stability. 

As an immigrant-built City, we must strive to provide equal opportunities to the recently arrived asylum 

seeking children and their families.  

Thank you for your time and for your commitment to children and families experiencing housing and 

socio-economic crises. 

 

  

 
4 Migrant immigrant children struggle in USA tents. Retrieved from: https://reason.com/2022/09/28/migrant-kids-
in-biden-administrations-tent-camp-faced-distress-and-panic-attacks-because-of-dysfunction/ 


