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ABOUT CCC

Since 1944, Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York, Inc. (CCC) has convened, informed and mobilized New Yorkers 
to make the State a better place for children. CCC’s approach to child advocacy is fact-based and combines the best 
features of public policy advocacy with a tradition of citizen activism. Casting light on the issues, engaging allies, fueling 
civic discourse, identifying improvements and envisioning alternatives has helped CCC make children a priority in New York.

  ENSURING THAT EVERY CHILD IS
 HEALTHY • HOUSED • EDUCATED • SAFE

CHILD WELFARE

• RESTORE $750,000 to the Child Advocacy Centers.

• RESTORE $660,000 for preventive service contracts, 
used primarily for post-adoption services.

ECONOMIC SECURITY

• SUPPORT extending the non-custodial Earned Income 
Tax Credit (EITC) for two more years. 

EDUCATION

• REJECT Executive Budget proposals that would limit 
reimbursement to services rendered and empower 
NYC to negotiate its own rates for preschool special 
education itinerant teacher (SEIT) services. 

• REJECT creating a waiver process that would allow 
school districts to petition State DOE for flexibility 
regarding special education requirements.

• SUPPORT the proposal to establish regional SEIT 
rates ONLY if the Article VII bill is amended to ensure 
the rates will meet the true cost of care, including 
supervision, training and travel time.

• PASS the New York State Dream Act.

• RECOMMEND that funding for new UPK and after-school 
programs not be taken from the Education Budget.

• SUPPORT the Executive Budget proposal to increase 
School Aid by $603 million and ADD funding to meet 
the requirements of the CFE lawsuit.

• SUPPORT the $2 billion Smart Schools Bond initiative 
to fund infrastructure and technology enhancements in 
schools and construction of new pre-kindergarten class-
room space if approved on the November 2014 ballot.

• SUPPORT maintaining the Contracts for Excellence Program.

JUVENILE JUSTICE

• RESTORE $5 million for the seven OCFS-contracted 
Juvenile Justice Community Reinvestment Programs 
in NYC, Nassau, Suffolk and Monroe Counties, which 
provide community-based services to youth at risk of 
juvenile justice placement.

HEALTH AND MENTAL HEALTH

• SUPPORT the Executive Budget proposal to authorize 
the reinvestment of savings resulting from the closure 
of psychiatric bed and hospital closures in order to 
expand the provision of community-based services.

• SUPPORT the Executive Budget proposal to add $5 
million to support foster care agencies in the transition 
of foster children to Medicaid managed care. Funding 
would be for training, data collection and health 
information technology.

• SUPPORT the Executive Budget proposal to eliminate 
the existing CHP waiting period and permanently extend 
the authorization for certain CHP income and eligibility 
expansions enacted in 1998, in order to comply with ACA.

• ADDRESS payment delays to Early Intervention 
(EI) providers by requiring parity with regard to 
reimbursement timelines for health insurance 
companies that are consistent with other insurance 
claims.

• RESTORE $2 million and ADD $500,000 for the Nurse-
Family Partnership (NFP) program.

HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS

• SUPPORT investing $100 million to create and 
preserve 3,000 affordable housing units in multi-family 
developments. (This is Federal storm recovery funds.)

• SUPPORT continuing the House NY program that 
invests $1 billion of additional resources over five years 
to preserve and create 14,300 affordable housing units 
statewide.

• SUPPORT maintaining the funding for Homeless 
Housing Prevention Services Program at $30.3 million.

HUMAN SERVICES

• REJECT delaying the human services COLA scheduled 
to take effect in 2014-2015.

• SUPPORT expanding “Pay for Success” impact bonds 
from $30 million to $125 million – for new initiatives 
in early childhood development, child welfare, health 
care, public safety and homelessness.



ENSURE  
NEW YORK’S CHILDREN  
ARE HEALTHY, HOUSED,  

EDUCATED AND  
SAFE

ENSURE ALL CHILDREN REACH THEIR 
ACADEMIC POTENTIAL

• Only 58.9% of NYC three- and four-year-olds were enrolled in early education 
programs, such as preschool or nursery school, in 2012. 

• There are nearly 3 million public school students in New York State. There are nearly 
1.1 million children enrolled in NYC public schools. 

• Only 28.1% of NYC public school third graders read at grade level in the 2013 
school year. 

• The number of children enrolled in NYC’s largest after-school program, OST, has 
decreased 24% from Fiscal Year 2008 to Fiscal Year 2013.

• GRANT New York City the authority to raise personal income taxes on the 
wealthiest city residents to expand full-day universal pre-kindergarten to all 
4-year-olds and after-school programs to all middle school students. 

• ADD $182 million to the Child Care Block Grant, to serve more than 25,000 
additional children. 

• ADD at least $225 million in State funds for new high quality, full day UPK 
opportunities statewide and fully support any locality’s effort to expand 
high quality UPK.

• INVEST $8.8 million in after-school programs, which includes $500,000 
to restore Advantage After-School,  $1.3 million to restore Youth 
Development Program, and $7 million to invest in quality infrastructure to 
prepare for universal after-school. 

• ALLOW new UPK and after-school programs to be located in community-
based organizations, as well as schools.

COMBAT FAMILY HOMELESSNESS 

• More than 22,000 children sleep in NYC homeless shelters each night. 
• In the last two years, the number of children in NYC homeless shelters has 

increased 33% – from 16,637 in December 2011 to 22,063 in December 2013.
• The average length of stay in NYC homeless shelters for families with children has 

increased 57% since the elimination of the Advantage subsidy program: from 258 
days to 405 days. 

• ALLOW NYC to create a housing subsidy program to help address record 
levels of homelessness and provide a State share for this new housing 
subsidy program.

• SUPPORT Executive Budget proposals to help alleviate the affordable 
housing and homelessness crisis:
• Increase funding for supportive housing through the Medicaid Redesign 

Team (MRT) Supportive Housing Fund with $100 million in SFY 2014-
2015 and $160 million in SFY 2015-2016. 

• Double funding for the Homeless Housing and Assistance Program 
(HHAP) to $63 million.

• Increase funding for the Housing Trust Fund by $12 million (from $32.2 
million to $44.2 million).

• SUPPORT the creation of a refundable renter’s tax credit and consider 
targeting the tax credit to the most rent-burdened.

PROMOTE ECONOMIC SECURITY FOR 
CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES

• 23% of New York’s children live in poverty. In NYC, 31.4% (which is more than 
550,000 children) live in poverty.

• In NYC, the median income for families with children has fallen 11.5%, or more than 
$6,200, since 2008.

• 13% (or more than 400,000 NYC households) were estimated to be unbanked in 
2010.

• 875,466 NYC residents benefit from the local EITC. 
• Tax credits kept an estimated 290,000 NYC residents out of poverty in 2011.

• INCREASE the State’s minimum wage to at least $10.10.

• INCREASE support for the Hunger Prevention and Nutrition Assistance 
Program (HPNAP) by $18.7 million (bringing total funding to $52.2 million). 

• EXEMPT 529 college savings accounts from asset limit tests for Public 
Assistance recipients.

• INCREASE support for the Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) to 
$35 million to enable counties to maintain the same number of summer 
jobs with the higher minimum wage that went into effect January 2014.

ENSURE THE FAMILY COURT DOES NOT  
CLOSE ITS DOORS TO JUSTICE

• Statewide there are only 153 Family Court Judges to handle nearly 700,000 court 
filings. New York City has been limited to 47 Family Court Judges since 1991, 
handling almost 250,000 new filings annually.

• In federal reviews of the foster care system, New York ranks 50th (out of 52 ranked 
states plus Washington DC and Puerto Rico) in time to reunification and adoption.

• The number of pending cases in NYC Family Courts increased 16% from 2010 to 
2013 as a result of disposition of cases being increasingly unable to keep up with 
the number of filings. 

• In NYC, the average Family Court Judge caseload is 1,533 cases per year. This 
gives a Judge 52 minutes per case each year.

• ADD at least 20 new Family Court Judges statewide. 

• SUPPORT the Judiciary’s budget request to add $63 million to their total 
budget. This funding would partially restore cuts since FY2010, enable 
Family Courts to stay open until 5:00 rather than 4:30 PM, and lift the 
hiring freeze in place since 2011.

RAISE THE AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY

• New York is 1 of 2 states that treats all 16- and 17-year-olds as adults in the justice 
system.

• Nearly 50,000 16- and 17-year-olds are arrested and face the possibility of 
prosecution as adults in criminal court in New York State each year. 75.3% of these 
arrests are for misdemeanors. 

• Over 70% of the children and youth arrested in New York State are Black or Latino. 
Of those sentenced to incarceration, 80% are Black and Latino. 

• SUPPORT comprehensive reform to raise the age of criminal responsibility 
in New York State and make New York State a national leader in juvenile 
justice.

MEET THE NEEDS OF VULNERABLE CHILDREN— 
FOSTER CHILDREN, RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS

YOUTH, AND SEXUALLY EXPLOITED YOUTH 

• Statewide, child protective services investigates over 160,000 reports of abuse or 
neglect; almost 55,000 of these are in NYC.

• Over 11,000 new families received preventive services in NYC in fiscal year 2013. 
• The foster care census has tremendously declined: statewide there are less than 

20,000 children in foster care and in NYC there are less than 12,000.
• In a recent survey of runaway and homeless youth in NYC, youth reported that they 

had been homeless an average of 927 days. 

• RESTORE the State share of funding for preventive, protective, 
independent living, and adoption administration services to 65% as 
prescribed in statute.

• FUND the State share of KinGAP (subsidized guardianship) outside the 
Foster Care Block Grant.

• FUND post-permanency/post-adoption services with a new investment of 
at least $10 million.

• RESTORE $1.65 million for sexually exploited youth (Safe Harbor), and 
bring funding level to $9.6 million.

• INCREASE funding for Runaway and Homeless Youth by $3.5 million. 


