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Good morning.  My name is Stephanie Gendell and I am the Associate Executive 
Director for Policy and Government Relations at Citizens’ Committee for Children of 
New York, Inc. (CCC).  CCC is a 70-year old independent child advocacy organization 
dedicated to ensuring that every child in New York City is healthy, housed, educated and 
safe.   
 
I would like to thank Council Member Dromm and all of the members of the Education 
Committee for holding today’s hearing on Int. 131, which would require audible alarms 
on all exit doors at elementary schools and district 75 schools.  CCC strongly supports 
this commonsense legislation, which would help keep NYC’s public school children 
safer. 
 
CCC thanks Council Member Cornegy Jr. for spearheading and championing this 
legislation.  In addition, we are grateful to the 45 additional City Council Members and 
Public Advocate James who are co-sponsoring the legislation. 
 
Unfortunately, all too often it takes a tragedy before commonsense solutions are put into 
place.  We have already had a horrific tragedy because 14-year, Avonte Oquendo left his 
school through a side door and school staff was unaware of his departure dramatically 
delaying the search for Avonte.   Had there been an alarm on that side door, we believe 
that Avonte might still be alive today. 
 
Since the death of Avonte, an additional 8 children have left their schools through side 
doors.  We are lucky because these young children ages 4-7, either found their way home 
or were helped by a Good Samaritan.  We are very fortunate that none of those stories 
ended in any number of countless tragedies that could have befallen a young, 
unsupervised child wandering the City streets alone, be that traffic, a subway accident or 
fatality, or encountering a stranger who could have put them in harms’ way. 
 
The timing of this bill is extremely important, given that there will be thousands more 
young children in school buildings this coming fall, given the significant expansion to 
pre-k.  CCC has been disappointed that DOE has expressed reluctance to implement this 
measure at both the Preliminary and Executive Education Budget Hearings. 
 
Installing alarms on side doors of elementary and district 75 schools is a relatively 
inexpensive means to protecting thousands of young and vulnerable children.  The alarms 
cost approximately $125-$175 each.  The total cost has been estimated at about $1.5 
million and CCC is eager to hear more about the cost estimate from DOE at the hearing. 
 
If DOE remains unwilling to fund the alarms, CCC urges the City Council to create a 
new City Council Initiative to fund these alarms in FY15.  Funding audible alarms is a 
great one-year City Council initiative because they only need to be purchased once, and 
thus proponents of this legislation will not need to advocate for the funding to be restored 
next year.  Most importantly, the relatively small investment has the potential to save 
young lives. 
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In addition to ensuring elementary schools and District 75 schools have audible alarms on 
the exit doors, CCC believes that all early childhood preschools and child care programs 
also have alarms on the side doors.  This would likely require amending Article 47 of the 
Health Code, although the City could take measures to ensure city-funded programs had 
this safety measure. 
 
When parents send their children to school (and child care) they should feel confident 
that they will be safe.  Audible alarms on the side doors/exit doors would immediately 
alert school staff that a child has left the building.  This legislation is common-sense, 
logical and relatively inexpensive.  CCC urges the City Council to pass Int. 131 and 
ensure that the funding for the alarms is included in the City’s Fiscal Year 2015 budget. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 


