
 

 

 

 

   
 

Testimony of Caitlyn Passaretti  

Policy and Advocacy Associate  

Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York 

 

Submitted to the New York City Council Committee on Public Safety  

Oversight Hearings -- The Blueprint to End Gun Violence 

March 30th, 2022 

 

My name is Caitlyn Passaretti and I am the Policy and Advocacy Associate at Citizens’ 

Committee for Children of New York (CCC). Since 1945, CCC has served as an independent, 

multi-issue child advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring that every New York child is 

healthy, housed, educated, and safe. CCC does not accept or receive public resources, provide 

direct services, or represent a sector or workforce. We document the facts, engage, and mobilize 

New Yorkers, and advocate for New York City’s children. 

 

I would like to thank Chair Hanks and all the members of the Public Safety Committee for 

holding today’s hearing on Mayor Adam’s Blueprint to End Gun Violence. CCC believes that the 

most effective way to curb the rise in gun violence is to make tangible, real investments in youth 

and communities.  

 

Background 

 

This pandemic has devastated communities of color. People of color have not only been essential 

workers, but also have endured the worst of this pandemic, the loss of income and employment, 

the increase in housing insecurity and hunger, as well as the incomprehensible loss of life. Youth 

of color continue to experience a digital divide and disconnection from peers, which further fuels 

the behavioral health crisis. These issues pre-dated COVID-19, but the pandemic has 

exacerbated them and have hardest hit youth, families, and communities of color. 

 

Pandemic impacts are important to keep in mind when discussing the impact of gun violence. 

Raise the Age legislation was enacted in 2017, prior to the pandemic, and during the first 18 

months of Raise the Age implementation, shootings in NYC remained the lowest they have been 

in decades, even as arrests and incarceration of 16- and 17-year-olds declined. Gun violence is 

rising not due to criminal justice reform, but instead due to prolonged disinvestment in 

communities, deep-seated income inequality, and a lack of services and programming 

exacerbated during the COVID-19 pandemic. Rolling back Raise the Age will not result in safer 

communities; it will result in more children facing the trauma of adult prisons, lacking the 

services and care that children should be offered, and experiencing unimaginable harm.  Instead, 

we urge Mayor Adams to utilize the city budget to invest funds in community 

programming, housing, youth sports, employment, and behavioral health. Such 

investments are critical building blocks of recovery and central to community safety and 

youth wellbeing. 

 



 

 

 

 

   
 

Young people in New York are living at the nexus of many coexisting traumas: the COVID-19 

pandemic, global strife, and everyday violence. The Center for Court Innovation published a 

report, Gotta Make Your Own Heaven, where they interviewed 330 young people ages 16-24 in 

New York City. They found that gun violence trauma is almost universal among these young 

people. Critically important to these findings is that only 15% of surveyed youth thought the 

police were justified in the arrests they made, and more alarmingly, young people cited fear of 

violence from police as a reason to carry a weapon. There must be an investment in safety 

outside of law enforcement and a focus on community initiatives.1 

 

Positive Proposals in the Mayor’s Blueprint 

 

CCC appreciates the Blueprint’s focus on enhancing opportunities for young people. The 

proposed increase in Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) slots (reflected in the 

Mayor’s Preliminary Budget), promises one of the most robust summer programs and an 

opportunity to build out partnerships so that every young person has an employment option. 

CCC is also pleased with the plan to invest more in Fair Futures, which aims to support foster 

youth aging out of care and provide a support network for these young people. Investments in 

local hiring and in programs such as Fair Futures are essential for providing young people with 

opportunity and support. Furthermore, the proposed investments in the expansion of Hospital-

Based Violence Intervention Programs (HVIPs) and expansion of mental health resources for 

people experiencing crisis are positive steps towards addressing the behavioral crisis and 

ensuring holistic care. Connecting young people to programming, paid work, and professional 

and social networks is critical, especially after such isolation over the past two years.  

 

Areas of Concern in the Mayor’s Blueprint 

 

Despite positive areas of investment in the Blueprint, we are deeply apprehensive about the 

proposed funding increase to the New York City Police Department, especially since the 

evidence is clear that increased criminalization does not increase safety.  

 

CCC opposes putting more officers on patrol because the communities experiencing a surge in 

gun violence are already overpoliced. We need creative, non-carceral solutions to gun violence. 

Rather than increasing the presence of the NYPD and growing partnerships with state police 

forces, the City must make bolder investments in community resources, schools, parks, 

programming, and youth activities.2 Some members of the City Council released the Peoples’ 

Agenda, which pushes back against the cuts to hospitals, homeless services, education, and other 

social services.3  

 

CCC urges caution as we work to stop gun trafficking. It is necessary to stop the flow of guns 

into the city, and simultaneously we cannot revisit or continue policies that will over surveil 

Black and Latinx people. We must proceed with intentional care to make sure we can protect all 

New Yorkers. The ACLU, LDF, and other organizations have named their concerns especially 

with the plan to reinstate the anti-crime unit, as this unit has been associated with severe 



 

 

 

 

   
 

infractions and human and civil rights violations, including the murders of Eric Garner and 

Amadou Diallo.4 

 

Finally, we strongly oppose using new technology to identify suspects and those carrying guns. 
While the Blueprint states technology will not be the sole reason for the arrest, we have seen how 
technology, racist algorithms, and surveillance are used to monitor and cause unjust harm to 
Black and Latinx communities. The Atlantic has shared details about how the NYPD uses social 
media to scan for young people involved in crimes or “friends” young people they believe to be 
involved in suspicious activity. These tactics can lead to arresting the wrong person simply 
because they fit a description.5 The ACLU also has reported on how the NYPD has not fully 
complied to City Council’s passage of the Public Oversight of Surveillance Technology (POST) 
Act, which mandates transparency on the growing number of mass surveillance devices utilized 
by the NYPD. The ACLU compared the NYPD to a “quasi-military” with its arsenal of 
surveillance tools that it can use at its own discretion. They named that this is clearly a risk for 
Black and Latinx New Yorkers who are over surveilled and historically targeted by the NYPD.6  
 
Furthermore, the NYPD does not have a trusted history with surveillance tools. For example, 
since 2007 the NYPD has spent over $159 million on a “Special Expense Fund” which requires 
no approval or oversight from the municipality or City Council. When the documents regarding 
this line item became public, Legal Aid Society and the Surveillance Technology Oversight 
Project (STOP) called this expense fund a “surveillance slush fund.” There are also contracts 
with Idemia Solutions starting in 2018-2020, with an option to renew through 2022, that use 
biometric tools including facial recognition. However, the NYPD and Idemia Solutions were 
found to be entering facial recognition data of children under the age of 18. Beyond these 
contracts, NYPD has continued to buy a range of surveillance tools including facial-recognition 
software, predictive policing software, vans equipped with x-ray machines to detect weapons, 
and “stingray” cell site simulator with no public oversight since 2007 to present.7, 8  This has 
clear, negative implications for young people as they will be victims of stereotyping, 
discrimination, detention, and arrests. We must resist investments that increase interactions 
between youth and police, and instead invest in supports for children, families, and communities.  
    

Recommendations 
  

CCC’s YouthAction members conducted a Youth Survey, reaching over 1,300 youth, to 

understand what young people in New York City want for themselves and their communities. 

The survey results showed that youth want investments in education and employment support, 

mental health care and non-cash resources, as well as opportunities to engage civically to 

improve the wellbeing youth in the metropolitan areas and address climate change. According to 

the data by the Youth Survey: 

• Less than 50% of youth report receiving extracurricular support for academics and 

tutoring or career, internship, and job opportunities 

• More than a third (35%) of youth report wanting or needing mental health services from a 

professional, particularly youth in the Bronx and Manhattan 

• Among youth who want/need mental health services only 42% reported receiving these 

services 



 

 

 

 

   
 

• More than 60% of youth report that they demonstrated support for racial justice 

campaigns over the past year 
 

CCC is a member of the Raise the Age Campaign, which organized to pass legislation ensuring 

16 and 17 year olds are considered children in the court system. CCC stands strong calling 

unequivocally for no rollbacks to any aspect of the Raise the Age legislation. In conversations 

with partners, providers, and community members, Raise the Age Campaign Leaders developed 

the following Youth Justice Platform, which demands a holistic response to gun violence and 

offers several recommendations.  

 

First, we must treat gun violence as a public health crisis, and therefore should implement the 

following: 

• Expanding investment in Cure Violence and other programs across New York City and 

State that employ a public health approach that includes violence intervention and 

strengthening anti-violence norms. Violence intervention programs must be funded to 

expand catchment areas, hire more staff, and create robust intake systems to serve more 

participants citywide. 

• Bringing high-quality youth engagement programs and services, including those 

employing “credible messengers,” to young people in spaces that are important to them. 

• Creating job programs that meet young people where they are at (including in schools) 

and help them find pathways to living wage jobs. 

• Funding comprehensive civil legal services for young people facing barriers to 

employment, housing, accessing public benefits, or any other legal need. 

• Investing in green spaces, safe and affordable housing and public spaces. 
 

Second, there is a mental health crisis, which must be addressed through investments in health, 

mental health and well-being for youth and families: 

• Increase investments in high-quality, culturally competent mental health services for 

youth and families, in schools and in the community, reversing a trend of disinvestment 

and lost opportunities to provide needed care, and addressing needs that bring many 

young people into the youth justice system. 

• Fully resource schools with licensed, school counselors and social workers who are 

ideally representative of the racial and ethnic communities of New York City’s public 

schools so that every student has access to support. 

• Invest more deeply in conflict mediation resources at schools and in neighborhoods. 
 

Finally, focus investments on education, employment for youth, and economic mobility: 

• Build on recent investments to continue to expand access to social and emotional support 

for New York City students. 

• Fully fund Restorative Justice practices within New York’s public schools so that we can 

begin to create a cultural shift that encourages community, safety, and healing when harm 

occurs. 



 

 

 

 

   
 

• Eliminate policing infrastructure, practice, and culture from New York City public 

schools and replace it with youth, parent, and educator-led solutions that center liberation 

and restorative justice. 

• Increase City investments in year-round and summer youth employment. 
 

Conclusion  

 

While the Blueprint to End Gun Violence recognizes the need for youth investment, it relies far 

too heavily on increased police presence. We cannot criminalize a path to safety; we must 

instead invest in youth opportunity, behavioral health, and economic mobility. This is a pivotal 

moment to shift how we approach public safety, and it is through resourcing systemically 

neglected communities and building support networks. 


