Voicing Our Future
Surveying Youth on
their Priorities for 2021
and Beyond
In

February

2021,

youth

advocates

and

Citizens' Committee for Children launched a
survey that collected responses from more
than 1,300 young people (ages 14 to 24) across
New York City. The following pages present
interactive maps, tables, and takeaways for
the public to explore ndings from the survey.
Questions about this project? Feel free to contact us!
Laura Jankstrom ljankstrom@cccnewyork.org
Jack Mullan jmullan@cccnewyork.org

1,330 youth completed the survey, from all 5 boroughs
Search a zip code to see
how many participated
from your neighborhood

Zipcode
Enter a value

Click through the arrows to break
down survey participants by borough,
age group, and gender.
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Measuring youth experiences over the past 12 months
FINDING Less than half of youth report receiving extracurricular support
for academics or career opportunities
Did you receive
extracurricular tutoring or
academic support?
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Measuring youth experiences over the past 12 months
FINDING 35% of youth report wanting or needing mental health services from a
professional; youth from the Bronx and Manhattan reported the highest rates.
Did you want or need mental health services
from a professional?
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FINDING Among youth who report a need for
mental health services, only 42% received them.
MentalHealthNeed
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Select "Yes" to lter for youth who
reported a need for mental health services
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Measuring youth experiences over the past 12 months
FINDING
More than 60% of youth report
that they demonstrated support
for racial justice campaigns over
the past year.

Did you demonstrate support for racial justice
campaigns? (e.g. attend a Black Lives Matter protest)
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Search a zip code to view the data from your neighborhood.
Keep in mind, some zip codes have lower participation than others.

Enter a value
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Youth Consensus

Government must deliver action on climate change
and resources to public non-specialized high schools
Government must take more serious action against climate change.
7.1%

Agree
Disagree
Don't know
Neither

86.8%

FINDINGS
87% of youth agree that
"government must take more
serious action against climate
change"

Public, non-specialized high schools deserve more resources.

82% of youth agree that "public,
non-specialized high schools
deserve more resources"
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Differences by Borough

FINDINGS
Youth from Manhattan were least likely to feel that
their schools re ect NYC's diversity.

Perceptions vary on school diversity
and neighborhood affordability

Youth from Staten Island, as well as certain zip
codes around the city, feel their neighborhood is not
affordable.
The schools I attend / attended re ect the diversity of NYC.
Agree

Disagree

Neither

Don't know

Bronx
Brooklyn
Manhattan
Queens
Staten Island
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

My neighborhood is affordable to me.
Agree

Disagree

Neither

Don't know

Bronx
Brooklyn
Manhattan
Queens

Map data ©2021 Google

% Disagree - My neighborhood is affordable to me

0.00%

Terms of Use

Report a map error

100.00%

Staten Island
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Differences by Gender

Perceptions of disadvantages vary
based on youths' gender identity
Gender

▼

I have felt disadvantaged because of my gender identity.
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FINDINGS
20% of male youth agree that
they face gender disadvantages
52% of female youth agree that
they are disadvantaged because
of their gender
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82% of nonbinary and gender
uid youth feel disadvantaged
because of their gender

Area of Disagreement

To youth, the presence of school safety of cers don't
necessarily equate to safer environments
FINDINGS
Less than half of youth agree that "having
police of cers in schools makes me feel
safer."
Disagreement is greatest in Manhattan and
among respondents who identi ed as
female, nonbinary, or gender uid.
Borough
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Gender

▼

Having police of cers in schools makes me feel safer.
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Area of Disagreement

Youth feel they don't have a say in government
FINDING
More than a third (35%) of youth
disagree that "people like me have a
say about what the government
does."
This feeling is prevalent across many
zip codes around the city.
Borough

▼

People like me have a say about what the
government does.
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Beyond the percentages: youth opinions on what was asked (and other topics)
Category
Category

▼

Select a category to view responses that spoke to speci c issues;
or choose "Other" for unique issues that youth raised.

Elaborate

Neighborhood

Climate change

The rst one about more action by the government to ght against climate change is
signi cant the signs are so apparent and yet there has been no initiative. What are we/they
waiting for?

Canarsie and Flatlands, Brooklyn

Climate change

I strongly agree that the government should be more serious about climate change.
Climate change is not a myth or a fairy tale made up from scientist, it's real! I feel that we
the people are trying to make some changes, but we can't be left to do everything, i mean
the government is a government for a reason. I know that we are not going to stop
climate change in a span of a second but if we start now, we can help our planet heal! Once
again, we the people have done many things, many which are probably not even founded
by the government, which again I say the government should start doing something, take
this topic serious, they are a "higher rank", which means that they took this responsibility of
looking for their people, and climate change should be in their agenda! Also, let's help our
poor animals, so many going extinct. Thank You!

Bushwick and Williamsburg, Brooklyn

Climate change

I am hoping that we get a mayor that prioritizes Climate change because as a big and
important city, we should be an example of change. We need to minimize our carbon
footprint signi cantly and as the location of the United Nations headquarter, we should be
more engaged in nding solutions to the big issues we are facing.

Southeast Bronx, Bronx

Climate change

I think it is important to bring awareness to climate change because time is running out
and we need to take it more seriously. Our environment needs our help and we need to act
now. NYC is a large city that needs more trash cans in corners to prevent more infestations
that we have right now. Our city needs to open community service events in which we
clean our neighborhoods. Students need the hours and people are willing to help we just
need to plan the events.

West Queens, Queens

Climate change

NYC could really use electric car charging infrastructure. Especially stations out on the
street and not hidden away at some $50/hr parking spot in a garage. Also Con Edison
needs to be regulated imo. Their prices are ridiculous, especially for electric cars. New
Yorkers already pay a lot, no more hikes.

Flatbush, Brooklyn

Extracurriculars

I think the students need more resources academically and nancially.

Jamaica, Queens

Extracurriculars

I think my school needs more clubs and activities to do so we can have something to do
outside of school and homework.

Jamaica, Queens

Gender inequality

I think schools should offer more security to protect against sexists that make me feel
disadvantaged.

Southern Brooklyn, Brooklyn

Gender inequality

As a male I feel people's prejudice to me compared to if I was a female like I am
emotionless or buff and cold but when people really get to know me I am trying of that I
am closer to a large teddy bear and it makes me feel so low that people just assume I am
somebody to avoid just because of my gender and it's not like some girls I talk to who
dress to be unapproachable I try my best to be approachable and even then they still get
more approached because they are a female and it doesn't help I am a guy who has to

West Central Queens, Queens
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What is an important resource you have (or wish you had)
as a young person in NYC right now?

Hover over a circle on the map to view key quotes from youth on the resources that they value, based on the zip code from where they responded
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Resources - Category

Multiple
Extracurriculars
Education
Mental health
Having community and safe spaces
Non-cash support

Internet and technology
Job and career support

Public infrastructure

Other resources
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What is the biggest challenge for you as a young person in
NYC right now?

Hover over a circle on the map to view key quotes from youth on the challenges that they face, based on the zip code from where they responded
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Challenges - Category

Multiple
Public health and safety
Education
Mental health
Environment and infrastructure
Finding a voice/community

Other challenges

Economic security

Equal opportunity
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Voicing Our Future: Recommendations for City Leaders, Agencies, and Society
Directed to

Directed to

▼

Select a category to lter for recommendations that are directed to
speci c people, or by the neighborhood from where youth responded

Neighborhood

▼

Recommendations

Age

Gender

Neighborhood

All Government/Society

Speak against racism, train people who work in local government and local services to
treat everyone with the same respect

Youth (20-24)

Female

Central Queens

All Government/Society

There should be frequent scheduled neighborhood meetings so neighborhoods know
what to do for their children such as mental
health, coming together to set rules for the coronavirus.

Teen (14-19)

Female

Flatbush

All Government/Society

The youth, teachers, and anyone who cares enough and is passionate about making a
change and addressing the issues we face with most today. And if I were to
recommend anything to the government leaders, I would tell them to give younger
people a chance. Let people like Malala Yousafzai and Greta Thunberg speak more and
see the impact they've made on the world more than they could ever have.

Teen (14-19)

Female

Southwest Queens

All Government/Society

I feel like de nitely there should be more people of color and immigrants and more
minority leaders that can act out for those unrepresented

Teen (14-19)

Male

Central Bronx

All Government/Society

The governor of our state need to step up and get more personal with the people in
their state. More talks with young people, visiting underprivileged schools in lower
income areas, and distributing money to us so our school system can improve and
stigmas can die. Especially in black and brown neighborhoods.

Teen (14-19)

Male

Bushwick and Williamsburg

All Government/Society

The comptroller and the state legislature must allocate more funding to schools to
provide adequate counseling for teens.

Teen (14-19)

Female

West Central Queens

All Government/Society

I think they should start having some teens in government leader team or maybe a
organization from government operated by teen or people our age. Because a teen
can understand and express with another teen more comfortably than a older. I also
think school incident should be operated by government people not school deans and
assistants.Because most of time school tries to hide things so they don’t lose their
reputation.

Teen (14-19)

Female

Jamaica

All Government/Society

I recommend government leaders to dismantle ageist and tokenistic systems of
power towards youth. For example, a lot of youth are not taken seriously in School
Leadership Teams. In fact, I urge everyone to explore consent-based governance—
assembly by all people's cooperation and active participation and decisionmaking.

Teen (14-19)

Female

North Queens

All Government/Society

Please acknowledge the fact that us young people will have to deal with these things
in the future. Yes we are young, but in some ways we are more mature and cognizant
of these issues than older generations, and that weighs heavily on our shoulders. We
want to help, and many of us are doing our best, but that menas nothing if the bigger
people in the picture aren't doing anything. Please provide more opportunities for
young people to talk and get word out, and participate. Please push for younger
people to run for of ce. We don't want people in of ce deciding the future if they can't
even understand the present.

Teen (14-19)

Female

Borough Park
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