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Good afternoon. My name is Raysa S. Rodriguez and I am the Associate Executive Director for 
Policy & Advocacy at Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York, Inc. CCC is a 76-year-old 
independent, multi-issue child advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring that every New York 
child is healthy, housed, educated, and safe. CCC does not accept or receive public resources, 
provide direct services, or represent a sector or workforce. We document the facts, engage, and 
mobilize New Yorkers, and advocate for New York City’s children.  

I would like to thank Chair Levin and all the members of the General Welfare Committee for 
holding today’s hearing on the city Fiscal Year 2022 Preliminary Budget.  

As we turn to COVID-19 recovery, we must have an eye towards the long-term needs of children 
and families way beyond the City’s next fiscal year. As a result of the pandemic, economic 
collapse, and persistent race-based injustice, New York City households with children have been 
deeply impacted by loss of life, loss of income, increased food and housing insecurity, social 
isolation and learning loss, and heightened health and behavioral health needs; these risk factors 
have disproportionately impacted Black and brown communities. Undoubtedly, eviction 
prevention, food supports, child care, afterschool and summer programming, and child welfare 
preventive services have been a lifeline for families with children and critical in responding to 
basic and deepened needs during this historic moment. The frontline health and human service 
programs that deliver these critical supports must be protected and invested in now more than 
ever. Moreover, given the cumulative trauma faced by children and youth and their families, the 
City must build on existing efforts underway to expand upstream prevention to maintain housing 
stability, child safety, and family well-being.  We urge the New York City Council to work with 
the administration to leverage the infusion of federal relief aid to ensure a full recovery for all 
New Yorkers with focused attention given to the family and communities that have been hardest 
hit.   Please refer to CCC’s FY22 Preliminary Budget Analysis at the end of this testimony.   
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Child Welfare 

Maintain Child Safety and Promote Family Stability through  

a Continuum of Child Welfare Preventive Services 

Since 2007, the number of children in foster care has decreased steadily from 14,783 to 7635.1 
Beyond being an extremely impressive feat, we must continue to build on this accomplishment 
and strive to maintain children safety and support strong and stable families.  

To better understand how child welfare prevention programs have responded to the emerging 
and deepening needs of families and children during the COVID-19 pandemic and economic 
collapse, in partnership with The Council of Family and Child Caring Agencies (COFCCA), 
CCC has launched a qualitative study to inform its child welfare advocacy.  Over 350 
respondents from preventive services providers across the five boroughs have completed the 
survey. Preliminary findings suggest that the need for resources to meet basic needs such as 
food and shelter, as well as childcare, mental health counseling for children and adults, and 
other government services (SSI, SNAP, etc.) increased significantly during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

37% of survey respondents indicated a need to supplement the 

 contract funding currently available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 New York City Administration of Children’s Services. Data and Policy page. Retrieved from: 
http://www1.nyc.gov/site/acs/about/data-policy.page Accessed on: March 12, 2021. 
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More than half of respondents expressed increased need of families for supports during the 
pandemic, including internet access, education and daycare, mental health counseling, cash 
assistance, housing services and domestic violence counseling. 

 

 

 

When asked about the needs of families that providers are unable to meet under their 
service contracts, cash/emergency assistance, non-cash support (such as food or internet 
access and devices), housing and rent assistance were among the highest reported areas of 
need.  
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These findings reinforce CCC’s continued advocacy for greater investment in preventive 
services to support child and family well-being.  The disproportionate toll of COVID-19 on 
Black and Latinx communities where Black and Latino New Yorkers are still being hospitalized 
and dying from this virus at more than twice the rate of white and Asian residents,2 cannot be 
overlooked especially as we proceed with recovery efforts. According to a recent report by the 
United Hospital Fund and the Boston Consulting Group, 2,400 Black and Latinx children from 
the Bronx, Queens, and Brooklyn lost at least one parent in the first few months of the pandemic. 
This figure represents 57% of parental loss for the entire state of New York. 3 Sadly, the majority 
of deaths in the City are concentrated in communities of color and immigrant households that 
were already struggling with poverty, housing instability and poor health. The report also 
highlights that 325,000 children have been plunged into or near poverty,4 a figure that should 
worry us considering that the City was already grappling with more than 1 in 5 children living in 
or near poverty level.5 

We know that poverty is a significant driver of child welfare involvement. In New York City, 
Black and Latinx families have highest poverty rates in the City,6 make up nearly 80% of child 
welfare investigations7 and 89% of the foster care population8 despite being 57% of New York’s 
child population. In 2019, the Administration for Children Services investigated 54,985 cases of 
child abuse and neglect and served 45,273 children and families through community-based 
preventive services programs.9  

 
2 New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, COVID-19 Data (2020). Retrieved 
from: https://github.com/nychealth/coronavirus-data 
 
3 Susan Brundage and Kristina Ramos Callan. COVID-19 Ripple Effect: The Impact of COVID-19 on Children in 
New York State. September 30, 2020 https://uhfnyc.org/publications/publication/covid-19-ripple-effect-impact-
covid-19-children-new-york-state/  Accessed on October 23, 2020 
 
4 Ibis. See also: Carson Kessler “Thousands of New York Children Lost a Parent or Guardian to COVID-19, Study 
Finds” in The City https://www.thecity.nyc/health/2020/9/30/21494764/thousands-of-new-york-children-lost-a-
parent-to-covid-19-study-finds Accessed on 23 October 2020 
 
5 Indicator Data: Citizens' Committee for Children of New York. Keeping Track Online Database:  Child Poverty, 
2019 https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/96/child-poverty#96/a/3/146/62/a/a 
6 Indicator Data: Citizens' Committee for Children of New York. Keeping Track Online Database: Poverty, 2019. 
https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/99/poverty#101/11/3/154/62/a/a  Accessed on 26 October 2020.  
 
7 Indicator Data: Citizens' Committee for Children of New York. Keeping Track Online Database:  Children in 
Child Abuse and Neglect Investigations, 2018 https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/1/children-in-child-abuse-and-
neglect-investigations#1383/12/3/1634/40/a/a  Accessed on 22 October 2020.  
 
8 In 2019, there was a record low of 7,804 children in foster care, a decrease of 647 from 2018. Indicator Data: 
Citizens' Committee for Children of New York. Keeping Track Online Database: Foster Care Population, 2019 
https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/1399/foster-care-population#1399/a/3/1661/62/a/a  Accessed on 22 October 
2020. 
 
9 “NYC’s Preventive Services Landscape: Meeting Children and Family Needs During COVID-19” Retrieved from:  
https://cccnewyork.org/nycs-preventive-services-landscape-meeting-children-and-family-needs-during-covid-19/  
Accessed on March 12, 2021. 
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As we recover from a pandemic that has devastated the lives of so many, CCC urges the 
Council and administration to continue to invest in a continuum of preventive services—
from primary, to general, to evidence-based services to address the exacerbated needs of 
families disproportionately impacted by the pandemic.   

In addition, CCC urges the Council to work with administration to restore funding for the Fair 
Futures Program for Comprehensive Support for Foster Youth.  The Mayor’s preliminary 
budget fails to fund this key initiative to provide critical supports like coaching, tutors and 
housing and supports plus more.  

 

Family Homelessness 

Invest in homelessness prevention and meet the needs of students in temporary housing 

CCC is a co-lead of the Family Homelessness Coalition (FHC), we urge the Council to consider 
the impact of COVID-19 and economic decline on housing security and the need for prevention, 
improved shelter conditions and expansion of affordable housing.  There are over 43,000 people 
living in family shelter in New York City, including close to 25,000 children under the age of 
18.10  Moreover, family homelessness is certainly a racial justice issue with two-thirds of shelter 
system made up by families with children, and nearly 95% of those families are Black and 
Latinx, often a headed single mother.  The trauma of homelessness and housing instability can 
have a long-term negative impact on children’s physical and mental health, education, and future 
risk of housing instability during adulthood.   

The pandemic and the economic downturn have had an alarming and disproportionate impact on 
communities that were already grappling with high risk factors associated with housing 
instability including: poverty, unemployment, overcrowded housing, severe rent-burden, and 
high numbers of families entering shelter. CCC and FHC partners urge city leaders to focus 
on eliminating family homelessness with proven approaches to ensure no child grows up 
without a stable home.  

To address family homelessness crisis, solutions must be multi-pronged and include: 

 strengthened upstream prevention with expanded neighborhood-based services 
including eviction prevention counseling, aftercare supports and expanded resources for 
short and long-term rental assistance. 

 offering on-site shelter services that promote child and family well-being and increase 
access to equitable remote learning and telehealth.  

 securing access to affordable permanent housing through subsidies that are aligned 
with fair market rate, expedited shelter exits by leveraging rent assistance as well as 
streamlining the process for placing families into permanent housing.   

 
10 DHS FY19 Census Data 
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The availability of $6 billion in federal aid marks an important opportunity to finally increase 
rent vouchers to be more competitive and passing Int. 146 to raise voucher amounts for 
greater housing stability children and families.  In addition, we must expand the supply of 
affordable units through new construction and conversion of underutilized commercial 
spaces.   

 
 

Youth Justice 
 

Invest in Youth Services to Prevent Justice System Involvement 

CCC is a co-lead in the Raise the Age statewide coalition and fought to pass monumental 
legislation to raise the age of criminal responsibility for youth in New York in April 2017. As a 
result of Raise the Age, we have seen long awaited progress for communities and youth who are 
over-policed and over-represented in the juvenile justice system. Today, because of Raise the 
Age legislation, youth are served closer to home and with an array of services that more 
developmentally and age appropriate than prisons.11  

CCC’s ongoing advocacy in the area of youth justice is also informed by our partnership with the 
Youth Justice Research Collaborative (YJRC) a collaboration between the Public Science Project 
at the CUNY Graduate Center, Youth Represent, Children’s Defense Fund-NY, and CCC as well 
as community members and advocates. YJRC aims to study the continued implementation of the 
Raise the Age legislation in New York. During the first year of the implementation of Raise the 
Age, YJRC participated in court monitoring and court observations for hundreds of cases. In our 
preliminary findings12 we combine an analysis of court observation with public data to call for 
further reforms that support the wellbeing and positive outcomes of New York City’s youth 
including focusing on more humanizing court environments, family-centered approaches, and 
greater race equity in the justice system.  

Additionally, last spring, YJRC surveyed public defenders and service providers to better 
understand the impact of COVID-19 on justice involved youth. Our data brief13 outlined the 
central issues and recommendations of youth service providers. Repeatedly, providers surveyed 

 

11Glazer, Elizabeth. Report Raise the Age in New York City: Trends Over the Past Five Years and the First Nine 
Months of Raise the Age Implementation (October 2019). NYC Criminal Justice. Mayor Bill de Blasio, The City of 
New York. p. 4. Retrieved from:  http://criminaljustice.cityofnewyork.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Raise-the-
Age-in-New-York-City__.pdf  Accessed on March 12, 2021 

12 Youth Justice Research Collaborative. “Evaluating the Implementation of Raise the Age in New York City.” 
Retrieved from:  https://opencuny.org/yjrc/files/2020/08/Raise-the-Age-Evaluation-Policy-Brief.pdf  Accessed on 
March 12, 2021 
 
13 Youth Justice Research Collaborative. “The Impact of COVID-19 on Youth Justice Service Providers and the 
NYC Youth they Serve” https://opencuny.org/yjrc/reports-data/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-youth-justice-service-
providers-and-the-nyc-youth-they-serve/  Accessed on March 12, 2021 
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pointed to the need for greater investments in youth services as critical measure to prevent 
justice system involvement.  The need for greater access in services across housing, health 
and mental health, and income and food supports are often cited.  YJRC is currently 
conducting focus groups with justice involved youth to hear directly from them about their 
experiences in the youth justice system during a public health crisis.  

 

Food Insecurity 

Combat Hunger in the Face of COVID-19 

Even prior to COVID-19, 1 in 5 children in NYC were experiencing food insecurity. COVID-19 
has had a devastating impact on hunger in the city, leading to a 39% increase in food insecure 
children in 2020 compared to 2018.i CCC echoes the priorities of colleagues in Lunch 4 
Learning and the New York COVID-19 Food Coalition in urging the City to take 
immediate steps to combat food insecurity and support families struggling with hunger. We 
urge city leaders to take the following actions: 

Address emergency feeding and benefits access. 

 Maintain and baseline funding for the Emergency Food Assistance Program (EFAP) at 
$20.2 million and allow additional flexibilities with program operation.  

 Allocate additional funds within Human Resource Administration towards nutrition 
benefit program enrollment and outreach.   

 Support additional funding for GetFoodNYC and hold a hearing on details and impact of 
the Get Food Program and Emergency Food Relief in NYC.  
 

Address hunger in schools. 

 Invest $3.5 million for additional school food managers in The Office of Food and 
Nutrition Services (OFNS).  

 Commit an additional $30 million per year in the DOE’s 5-Year Capital Plan to Expand 
the Food Court Style (“enhanced”) cafeterias.  

 Expand menu options, including access to halal and kosher meals.  
 Ensure ongoing, broad reaching and innovative communication about school food.  

 
Support community-based organizations feeding New Yorkers. 

 Restore cuts and enhance funding for City Council discretionary initiatives that combat 
hunger.  

 Allocate $1 million to establish a new Food Justice Grant Program housed within the 
Mayor’s Office of Food Policy that supports community-led projects to grow food 
justice.  
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Lastly, CCC is deeply concerned that the preliminary budget fails to once again fund the wide 
range of council initiatives that support community-based services across several of the areas 
covered in today’s hearing.  Please refer to CCC’s FY22 Preliminary Budget Analysis for a full 
list of Council Initiatives at risk.  In conclusion, CCC is thankful for this opportunity to testify. 
CCC looks forward to continued partnership with the City Council and city administration to 
improve outcomes for families, children, and youth in New York City during the road to 
recovery ahead.  

 

 
i https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/one-out-of-three-children-in-nyc-are-food-insecure-non-profit-says/ar-
BB1eypzt?li=BBnbcA1 
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CCC Summary of Actions Taken  

New York City Fiscal Year 2022 Preliminary Budget 
 

On January 15, 2021, Mayor Bill de Blasio released a $92 billion Preliminary Budget for City 

Fiscal Year 2022. The City’s Preliminary Budget addresses a $5.25 billion budget gap that has 

resulted from COVID-19 expenses combined with falling tax revenue. Of the $5.25 billion, $1.3 

billion in savings are achieved through proposed Programs to Eliminate the Gap, or PEGs, and 

additional savings through strict attrition and hiring management across agencies. 

 

New York City has been at the epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic and the Preliminary Budget 

makes clear that federal stimulus and state budgetary choices must support and not impede the 

City’s ability to weather this storm and recover. In fact, the Preliminary Budget acknowledges 

the federal government’s commitment to fully reimburse New York’s COVID-related FEMA 

expenses, which will provide an additional $1 billion in immediate relief, and makes clear the 

urgency of securing additional federal stimulus to help address the City’s fiscal strain and 

heightened needs of New Yorkers. Furthermore, the Preliminary Budget draws attention to the 

importance of a State Budget that not only advances tax increases but protects against cuts and 

cost shifts to New York City. 

 

Sadly, with City resources so constrained, the Preliminary Budget advances a very limited 

number of new investments. The budget includes a number of proposals for the current fiscal 

year only, which will need to be approved by the City Council and finalized through a budget 

modification: $200 million in FY21 for the COVID-19 Test and Trace Corps; $57 million in 

FY21 for Learning Bridges; 14 million in FY21 for Wi-Fi in shelters; and $52 million in FY21 

for emergency food relief.  There are also a small handful of proposals that would impact the 

upcoming budget year, including $35 million baselined for Social Emotional Learning; $2.9 

million baselined for nurses in Community Schools; $53 million in FY22 only for Fair Fares; 

and a $132 million restoration of last year’s cut to the Summer Youth Employment Program.  

 

Furthermore, while the City may be able to stave off proposed cuts to Fair Student Funding and 

delays to 3-K expansion in FY2022, thanks to the recent announcement of FEMA 

reimbursements, the Preliminary Budget does propose a $40 million reduction in school 

allocations. This proposal places at risk financial support for Community Schools, the Learning 

to Work Program, and Affinity School networks. In addition, the Preliminary Budget does not 

fund SONYC summer programming for middle school students for the upcoming summer. 

 

Additionally, while we strongly support the investment in shelter Wi-Fi, we join partners in 

urging the Administration to act more quickly to ensure that all NYC shelters are equipped with 

the Wi-Fi children and families need this school year. Finally, the Preliminary Budget for FY 

2022 does not include funding for essential City Council initiatives, many of which saw their 

funding cut or reduced in the FY’2021 adopted budget. For further information on funding cuts 

in the Fiscal Year 2021 budget, view CCC’s analysis of the FY 2021 Adopted Budget. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cccnewyork.org/2020/12/Final_FY21-Adopted-Summary.pdf
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We know the needs of New Yorkers are great and will be long-lasting, extending beyond the 

City’s next fiscal year.  As a result of the pandemic, economic collapse, and persistent race-based 

injustice, New York City households have been deeply impacted by loss of life, loss of income, 

increased food and housing insecurity, social isolation and learning loss; and these risk factors 

have been disproportionately felt in Black and brown communities. There is no mistake that 

emergency food supports, homelessness prevention and shelter, child care, afterschool and 

summer programming, and preventive services have all played and will continue to play an 

essential role in responding to basic and heightened needs of children and families at this time. 

The frontline human service programs that deliver these critical supports must be protected and 

invested in, even in the face of budget deficits. And, given the cumulative trauma faced by 

children and adolescents and their families, the City must build on existing efforts underway to 

dramatically expand connections to and presence of behavioral health care in schools and early 

care and education settings. 

 

CCC stands ready to advocate for federal stimulus funding, state tax policy, and to protect 

against state cost shifts to New York City. As the City Administration and City Council make 

decisions in the months ahead about the Fiscal Year 2022 budget, we will continue to draw 

attention to the services and supports children, families and communities require to not simply 

survive or recover, but to thrive. 

 

The Preliminary Budget for FY 2022 Adds Funding for the Following Initiatives: 

 

• $35.21 million in FY22 and baselined for mental health in schools. 

• $2.6 million in FY22 and baselined, for installing and upgrading Wi-Fi in homeless shelters. 

• $53 million in FY22 for Fair Fares. 

• $2.9 million baselined for nurses in Community Schools. 

 

The Preliminary Budget for FY 2022 Cuts the Following Items: 

 

• $43.8 million in FY22 from a delay in the expansion of 3K for all. 

o The Mayor has said this cut will be restored when New York receives federal FEMA 

reimbursement, as of writing it is still in the budget. 

• $150 million in FY22 from a temporary reduction to Fair Student Funding, the main source 

of funding for individual school budgets. 

o The Mayor has said this cut will be restored when New York receives federal FEMA 

reimbursement, as of writing it is still in the budget. 

• $21 million in FY22 from a reduction in Per Session payments, compensation for teachers 

outside of school hours. 

• $40 million in FY22 from a reduction to School Allocation Memos, another funding stream 

for various programs in schools. 
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• $5.73 million in FY22 from the elimination of SONYC summer programming for 8,500 

middle school students. 

o This cut is on top of the exclusion of one-time funding of $20.35 million for the vast 

majority of spots. 

 

The Preliminary Budget for FY 2022 Fails to Fund Key Initiatives: 

These are investments that the administration funded in past budgets. However, many were 

eliminated or only partially restored in the FY 2021 Adopted Budget. 

 

• $20.35 million for at least 34,000 SONYC summer middle school slots (FY20 budget 

included a one-year restoration of $15 million to fund at least 22,000 summer slots). 

• $10 million to fund the Fair Futures program for comprehensive supports for foster youth 

(FY21 budget included $2.7 million). 

• $19.7 million to provide 2,600 new childcare vouchers for low-income working families with 

children (FY21 budget included $4 million). 

• $1 million to support curriculum that is inclusive of the LGBTQ community at the 

Department of Education. 

 

The Preliminary Budget for FY 2022 Does Not Fund City Council’s FY 2021 Initiatives  

These are investments that the City Council funded in past budgets. However, many were 

eliminated or only partially restored in the FY 2021 Adopted Budget. 

 

Child Welfare and Domestic Violence 

• $9.805 million for Domestic Violence and Empowerment (DoVE) Initiative. 

• $2.45 million for Supportive Alternatives to Violent Encounters (SAVE), which included 

$600,000 for Project CONNECT at ACS. 

 

Community Development and Libraries 

• $14 million for Census outreach from community-based organizations (eliminated in FY21). 

• $3.725 million for LGBT Community Services ($3.166 million restored in FY21). 

• $14 million for NYC’s three library systems ($11.9 million restored in FY21). 

 

Criminal Justice Services/Juvenile Justice 

• $13.487 million for Alternatives to Incarceration programs ($11.879 million restored in 

FY21). 

• $3.21 million for the Initiative to Combat Sexual Assault, which includes child advocacy 

centers.  

• $1.2 million for Support for Victims of Human Trafficking.  

• $2.53 million for Diversion Programs ($2.16 million restored in FY21). 

• $3.04 million for Innovative Criminal Justice Programs ($1.83 million restored in FY21). 

 

Early Childhood Education/Child Care 
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• $5.405 million for Discretionary Child Care programs ($4.9 million restored in FY21). 

• $5.194 million for the City’s First Readers Initiative ($3.9 million restored in FY21). 

 

Education 

• $777,000 for the Child Mind Institute. 

• $3.75 million for community schools ($3.45 million restored in FY21). 

• $1.78 million for College and Career Readiness and of $1.87 million for Social and 

Emotional Supports for Students. ($1.198 million and $1.827 million restored in FY21, 

respectively). 

o These programs supported providers previously funded through the Dropout 

Prevention and Intervention Initiatives. 

• $8.503 million for Educational Programs for Students, which included programs such as 

Chess in the Schools, CUNY STEM Institute, and the Middle School Quality Initiative. 

($8.328 million restored in FY21). 

• $250,000 for the Jill Chaifetz Helpline operated by Advocates for Children. 

• $800,000 for LGBTQ Inclusive Curriculum. 

• $2.175 million for Physical Education and Fitness ($1.675 million restored in FY21). 

• $4.56 million for Support for Educators, which included a teacher’s center, professional 

development and nutrition education ($4.150 million restored in FY21). 

 

Economic Security 

• $2.8 million for the Anti-Poverty Initiative. 

• $3.609 million for Worker Cooperative and Business Development Initiative ($3.067 million 

restored in FY21). 

 

Food Initiatives 

• $2.259 million for Access to Healthy Food and Nutritional Education, which included a pilot 

program at the City University of New York to increase food access for food insecure college 

students. 

• $725,000 for the Food Access and Benefits Initiative (HRA). 

• $5.659 million for food pantries (DYCD). 

 

Health Services 

• $3.0 million for Access Health NYC ($2.55 million restored in FY21). 

• $350,000 for Beating Hearts, automated external defibrillators for non-profits serving youth 

and the elderly ($175,000 restored in FY21). 

• $646,000 for Child Health and Wellness, which included various programs such as obesity 

prevention, asthma programs and oral health services ($549,100 restored in FY21). 

• $2.193 million for Maternal and Child Health Services initiative ($1.863 million restored in 

FY21). 

• $594,788 for Reproductive and Sexual Health Services ($378,070 restored in FY21). 

• $2.275 million for Trans Equity Programs ($1.934 million restored in FY21). 
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• $390,000 for transgender healthcare training at Health + Hospitals. 

• $6.0 million for the Article 6 Public Health Funding Backfill ($3.968 million restored in 

FY21). 

 

Homeless and Housing Services 

• $1.35 million for Children and Families in the NYC Homeless System ($1.148 million 

restored in FY21). 

• $820,000 for the Citywide Homeless Prevention Fund ($697,000 restored in FY21). 

• $3.65 million for Community Housing Preservation Strategies ($3.103 million restored in 

FY21). 

• $450,000 for Financial Empowerment for NYC’s Renters ($382,500 restored in FY21). 

• $650,000 for Housing Court Answers. 

• $3.25 million for the Mortgage Foreclosure Prevention Program. 

• $3 million for Stabilizing NYC, a citywide coalition to prevent the loss of affordable housing 

($2.55 million restored in FY21). 

 

Immigration Services 

• $16.6 million for the New York Immigrant Family Unity Project. 

• $3.982 million for the Unaccompanied Minors and Families Initiative. 

 

Legal Services 

• $5.8 million for Legal Services for Low income New Yorkers, which included citywide legal 

services and the SSI advocacy project ($4.93 million restored in FY21). 

• $485,000 for Legal Information for Families Today (LIFT) ($412,250 restored in FY21). 

• $3.205 million for Legal Services for the Working Poor ($2.724 million restored in FY21). 

• $1.5 million of Family Advocacy and Guardianship Support ($1.0 million restored in FY21). 

 

Mental Health Services 

• $3.247 million for the Autism Awareness Initiative. 

• $1.002 million for the Mental Health Services for Children Under 5 Initiative ($851,700 

restored in FY21). 

• $3.4 million for the Court-Involved Youth Mental Health Initiative ($2.89 million restored in 

FY21).  

• $2.256 million for Developmental, Psychological and Behavioral Health Services ($1.917 

million restored in FY21). 

• $1.2 million for the LGBTQ Youth All-Borough Mental Health Initiative ($1.02 million 

restored in FY21). 

• $500,000 from Medicaid Redesign Transition (eliminated in FY21). 

• $2.318 million for Mental Health Services for Vulnerable Populations, which included the 

Samaritans Suicide Prevention hotline ($1.987 million restored in FY21). 

• $3.5 million for Opioid Prevention and Treatment ($2.975 million restored in FY21). 
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Youth Services 

• $6.780 million for Afterschool Enrichment Initiatives ($5.868 million restored in FY21). 

• $2.052 million for COMPASS elementary after-school ($1.87 million restored in FY21). 

• $1.2 million for Big Brothers and Big Sister of New York City ($1.02 million restored in 

FY21). 

• $550,000 for Civic Education in New York City Schools ($467,500 restored in FY21). 

• $1.45 million for Sports Training and Role Models for Success Initiative (STARS) ($1.251 

million restored in FY21). 

• $2.1 million for Youth Build Project Initiative ($1.715 million restored in FY21). 

• $17.34 million for Cultural After-School Adventure (CASA) (DCLA) ($14.28 million 

restored in FY21). 

 

Young Women’s Initiative 

• $781,000 for a Dedicated Contraceptive Fund ($702,900 restored in FY21). 

• $530,000 for an Initiative for Immigrant Survivors of Domestic Violence ($477,000 restored 

in FY21). 

• $250,000 for HRA Teen RAPP Enhancement ($225,000 restored in FY21). 

• $350,000 for the Prevent Sexual Assault (PSA) Initiative for Young Adults ($315,000 

restored in FY21). 

• $174,000 for Step in and Stop it Initiative to Address Bystander Intervention ($156,600 

restored in FY21). 

• $600,000 for Work-Based Learning Internships. 

• $1.23 million for Wrap-Around Supports for Transitional-Aged Foster Youth ($1.039 million 

restored in FY21). 

• $1.606 million for Young Women’s Leadership Development ($1.445 million restored in 

FY21). 

 

 


