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Jennifer March 

Good evening everyone.  I am Jennifer March, Executive Director of Citizens’ Committee for Children. Welcome to CCC 
Celebrates at MoMa – an evening where we celebrate the past years accomplishments, focus on our future goals, and 
recognize outstanding individuals who help make our work possible.  

In the past year and with your support, CCC’s work has achieved budget, legislative and programmatic changes that 
dramatically improve the lives of NYC’s 2 million children. We have informed the creation of full day Universal Pre-
Kindergarten for all 4-year olds, after-school programming and school lunch for all middle school children, and a state 
commission to raise the age of criminal responsibility. Each of these achievements has been grounded in CCC’s research, 
community education, and advocacy. 

Still - with one in three NYC children living in poverty, 24,000 children residing in homeless shelters nightly, and two-
thirds of all children not meeting reading standards – we know there is so much more to do.  And with your help we will 
build on our success – making certain that high quality early education reaches infants and toddlers, after-school services 
are expanded for elementary and high school students, and school breakfast is provided in every classroom.  

We will also help to lead the effort to raise the age of criminal responsibility in New York State and tonight, in fact, each 
of you can help make a difference on this critical issue.   

New York and North Carolina are the only two states remaining that continue to prosecute any youth 16 and older as an 
adult. New York’s antiquated law is still in place despite overwhelming research that shows that involving youth in the 
adult criminal justice system and placing them in adult prisons – produces profoundly poor outcomes for youth and 
actually jeopardizes public safety. 

That is why the campaign to Raise the Age in New York State is advancing effective ways to hold youth accountable for 
their actions, while providing them with court processes, services and placement options that set them on a better path to 
positive lives and productive adulthood.   

So, tonight I ask you to do your part – please visit our Action station and at the touch of a button - let our state leaders 
know that NOW is the time to raise the age of criminal responsibility in New York State.  

Finally, in order to remain independent and unbiased, CCC is entirely privately funded.  I encourage you to visit our 
information and donation tables in the center of the room to learn more about the many issues we are tackling and to lend 
your financial support -  you’ll even get this really cool bracelet – each contribution helps CCC continue to advocate 
effectively for New York’s children.   

And now, turning to our honorees. 
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I have the pleasure of introducing two exceptional people.  In order to keep things brief, I encourage you to read more 
about each honoree in our program and I will introduce both of them before bringing them up to speak.  I ask that you 
hold your applause until I welcome them to the podium.  

 

Our Corporate Honoree is BRAD S. KARP 

Brad Karp has been Chair of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton and Garrison since 2008. He is one of the country’s leading 
lawyers and corporate advisors – profiled in prestigious publications too numerous to cite.  He and Paul Weiss, have been 
steadfast supporters of our work for over a decade. Tonight, we honor Brad not only for that support, but for his personal 
leadership and guidance of so many organizations and non-profits that promote social justice, ethics, and the enrichment 
of his profession and the community.  

 

Our Special Honoree is CHRIS STERN HYMAN 

Chris Stern Hyman has served as both President and Chairman of CCC and is currently Secretary of our Board.  She is a 
health care lawyer and a mediator who also serves on the Boards of Women in Need and the Fund for Public Health.  
Tonight, we honor Chris for her unwavering commitment to our work and for her continuation of a remarkable family 
legacy, representing a third generation of the Rosenwald family who have led CCC through key moments in our history 
since our founding. 

I know that Brad and Chris have many friends, colleagues and loved ones in the room so I trust that you all will join me in 
welcoming them both to the podium. 

 

Brad Karp 

It’s a privilege to be here, in this magnificent setting, to celebrate and to recognize the extraordinary work done by CCC. 

I want to thank everyone present tonight for taking time out of your impossibly busy schedules to support CCC and, even 
more important, to ensure that tonight’s event shattered all prior fund-raising records.   

But tonight isn’t about me or my wonderful co-honoree, Chris Stern Hyman. 

It is all about CCC. 

Thanks to an introduction many years ago from CCC Board member Ricki Helfer and my close friend Michael Helfer, my 
law firm, Paul Weiss, has been one of CCC’s principal supporters for more than a decade and I’ve been privileged to 
attend this event for many years.   

In the process, I’ve come to learn so much about this extraordinary organization. From its founding in 1944—with its 
unique multi-disciplinary approach to children’s issues—to the truly extraordinary work it has done and the profound 
impact it has had, over the past seven decades. To me, there is no more important cause than protecting the most basic 
rights for those in our own backyard—individuals who lack advocates, lack resources and lack a voice.   
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CCC does just that—and it focuses its advocacy exclusively on New York City’s most important asset—its children; all 
2 million of them. And CCC’s commitment is not abstract or amorphous; it is laser-focused. CCC has developed what I 
would describe as a Children’s Bill of Rights. To CCC, every child in New York City has an inalienable right to certain 
basic rights and liberties. Among them: 

• The right to safe and secure shelter 
• The right to a quality education 
• The right to stable health care and health services 
• The right to healthy and affordable food 
• The right to basic financial stability 
• The right to a fair juvenile justice system 

 
As you heard from Jennifer, CCC delivers on its mission every day, ensuring that this City’s 2 million children have basic 
protections so that they can develop physically, emotionally and intellectually into productive and highly functioning 
members of society. 

It is difficult to conceive of a more meaningful investment in our City’s future. And CCC’s approach to children’s rights 
is pure and untainted. CCC is entirely independent and will not accept any government funding. It is beholden to no 
special interests, and does only what is in the best interests of New York City’s children.  

Which is why the $1.2 million we raised tonight is so meaningful. Thanks to your generosity tonight and in recent years, 
CCC has become the most effective local child advocacy organization in the United States.  A truly extraordinary 
organization that has made a positive difference in our community for more than 70 years. An organization that has 
improved the lives, and enhanced the futures, of literally millions of children. An organization that is the living and 
breathing embodiment of what it means to invest in our future. An organization that has accomplished truly extraordinary 
things in its history and, perhaps even more important, accomplishes perfectly ordinary things each and every day, by 
leveling the playing field for children. Our society and our City are better off thanks to CCC and its dedicated and 
supremely talented leadership and staff. 

Occasions like tonight are worthwhile, not only because they raise desperately needed funds for remarkable organizations 
like CCC, but also because they remind us of the importance of giving back and helping the most vulnerable members of 
our community.  There is no higher or more rewarding form of service. 

I am privileged to be here this evening in support of CCC. I thank you for this wonderful recognition. I thank you for your 
extraordinary generosity. But it is CCC that deserves our plaudits ─ not just tonight and tomorrow, but, God willing, for 
another 71 years. The children of New York City deserve no less. 

Thank you all so very much.   

 

Chris Stern Hyman 

I am the 3rd generation of my family to be involved with CCC. The 1st generation consisted of 2 daughters of Julius 
Rosenwald - Adele Levy, my great-aunt, and Marion Ascoli, my grandmother. Both these women were formidable. Aunt 
Adele was a founder of CCC and my grandmother later became a President and Chairman. 

For those of you not familiar with Julius Rosenwald, he was a Chicagoan, who built Sears & Roebuck into America’s 
biggest mail-order business and was a wonderfully creative philanthropist. One of his projects was to build, with the help 
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of each of the communities, over 5,000 rural schools for African-American schoolchildren in 14 Southern states between 
1912 and 1932. Rosenwald schools were highly effective in educating children in the South who otherwise had no school 
to go to. 

Another project was the Julius Rosenwald Fund’s Fellowship Program, which between 1928 and 1948, provided year-
long stipends to artists, writers, historians, and others to enable them to work on projects or further their education. Jacob 
Lawrence received Rosenwald Fellowships in 1940, ‘41 and ‘42 and he painted the 60 paintings that constitute the 
Migration Series in 1940 and ‘41.  After they were shown in a NYC gallery, MoMA and the Phillips Collection in 
Washington, DC bought the paintings. Aunt Adele was a MoMA trustee at the time and pushed hard for the purchase.  

The intersections between Julius Rosenwald, his descendants, CCC, and Jacob Lawrence speak to the ways in which 
philanthropy is a form of advocacy - at times supporting individuals directly and at other times giving voice to the needs 
of many who have not been heard. CCC is hard at work every day advocating for a level playing field for all NYC’s 
children and their right to be healthy, housed, educated and safe. It couldn’t be more perfect that we are at MoMA tonight, 
where CCC and MoMA so clearly intersect. 

I want to thank everyone who is here supporting CCC’s work and if you weren’t able to join us earlier for the incredible 
Jacob Lawrence exhibition or would like to take a second look, I was just told that the exhibit is being re-opened for the 
rest of the evening in honor of my great-aunt Adele Levy, who believed so strongly in the transformative work of CCC 
and Jacob Lawrence. 
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