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Child Welfare
Restore $3.0 million to the Foster Youth 
Success Initiative for 2 cohorts and add 
$1.5 million for 1 cohort.

Remove KinGAP funding from the Foster 
Care Block Grant, and fund counties in 
the same manner as adoption subsidy.

Pass a Child Victim’s Act that allows 
childhood survivors of sexual abuse  
to bring civil cases up until their 50th 
birthdays and felony criminal cases  
until their 28th birthdays.

Restore legislative adds including  
$2.2 million for child advocacy centers, 
$3.0 million for safe harbor services for 
sexually exploited youth, and $1.9 million 
for local kinship programs.

Restore $100,000 and add $280,000 for 
Kinship Navigator programs.

Enact A259/S1291, which strengthens 
the child welfare housing subsidy 
by increasing it from $300 to $600 per 
month and ensuring youth can receive 
the subsidy until age 24.

Early Education
Support restoring $7.0 million for  
child care, but urge the state to make  
a larger investment.

Support adding $15.0 million to  
expand pre-kindergarten to 3,000  
more three and four-year olds, but urge 
state to make a larger investment to 
ensure all young children can attend 
prekindergarten programs.

Education
Support $769.0 million increase (3%) 
in Education Aid, but urge additional 
investment in education.

Support adding $50.0 million to expand 
community schools. 

Support enacting the Dream Act. 

Support the “No Student Goes Hungry”  
proposals, which include eliminating 
lunch-shaming policies, expanding 
breakfast after the bell, and incentivizing 
using locally grown foods. 

Support requiring all schools serving 
sixth through twelfth graders to provide 
free feminine hygiene products in 
restrooms.

Oppose allowing schools to seek  
waivers from special education  
service requirements. 

Health and  
Mental Health
Reject proposal to consolidate 30 public 
health programs into 4 pools and cut 
funding by $9.2 million.

Support adding $1.4 million (and $5.8 
million in FY20) for the implementation 
of First 1,000 Days proposals aimed at 
improving outcomes for young children.

Reject the Executive Budget proposal  
to restructure the Early Intervention 
referral, eligibility determination,  
screening and evaluation process.

Increase Early Intervention reimburse-
ment rates by at least 5%.

Support the 3.25% salary increase  
for direct care staff and clinical staff, 
effective January 2019.

Human Services
Fund Human Services contracts and  
the workforce by adding $65.0 million  
for salary increases and $23.0 million to 
fund the minimum wage increase.

Juvenile Justice
Support Article VII legislation to enable 
State to close Ella McQueen with 30 
days notice. Ensure facility is transferred 
to NYC expeditiously for Raise the Age 
implementation.

Youth Services
Support adding $10.0 million to expand 
the Empire State After-School program 
to 6,250 more students and targeting a 
portion to homeless students.

Restore $2.5 million and add $2.5 million 
to Advantage After-School to save 
3,600 slots and restore funding to  
FY 16-17 levels ($22.3 total).

Support adding $4.0 million to fund  
minimum wage increase for Summer 
Youth Employment Program. Add  
$4 million to serve 3,000 more youth.

Add $10.6 million for additional services 
for runaway and homeless youth. 

Restore $1.698 million for Youth  
Development Program and reauthorize 
for at least three years.
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Additional CCC Priorities in Response  
to the SFY 2018-2019 Executive Budget



CHILD WELFARE SERVICES  

Reject the Proposed Cap and  
Cut to State Reimbursement to 
NYC for Child Welfare Services
The Executive Budget proposes to cap and cut  
reimbursement to New York City for child welfare  
services, which includes child protective services,  
preventive services, independent living services  
and adoption administration services. 

 • Since 2002, this funding stream has been incentivizing 
county investments in services that keep children safe 
and out of foster care through nearly 2 to 1 state  
reimbursement (currently 62%). 

 • This child welfare financing structure works. When  
it was capped and cut in the 90s, foster care increased, 
preventive services decreased and child protective  
caseloads increased. These trends reversed when the  
uncapped funding stream was put back in place. 

 • There are now less than 9,000 children in foster care in 
NYC and over 25,000 children receiving preventive services. 

 • While the opioid crisis has led to increased foster care 
throughout the country, NYC’s nationally recognized  
continuum of preventive services has prevented an  
increase in NYC.

 • Capping the funding stream that incentivizes investment  
in child safety and services to prevent foster care is a  
dangerous precedent to set for all other counties.

 • While the State has estimated the cut to be $17 million, 
based on an analysis of old claims, the City of New York  
estimates the cut to be $65 million in FY18 and  
$129 million in FY19.

FAMILY  HOMELESSNESS 

Provide Additional Assistance to 
Counties to Reduce Homelessness 
and Improve the Well-Being of 
Homeless Children and their  
Families, Rather Than Reducing 
State Support to Counties 
The Executive Budget does not include any  
proposals to reduce or address family homelessness, 
but proposes to withhold money from localities if their 
street homeless outreach plan is not acceptable and 
proposes to cut $9.0 million from NYC’s rental  
assistance programs.

 • There is a statewide affordable housing and homeless-
ness crisis. There are over 27,000 NYC children sleeping 
in homeless shelters each night.

 • New York State should participate equally in the non-federal  
share of the costs of shelters and rent supplements to 
prevent and address homelessness. 

 • The State should adopt a proposal like Home Stability 
Support, which would prevent homelessness through 
increased rental supplements. 

CLOSE TO HOME 

Reauthorize and Fully Fund  
the Juvenile Justice Placement 
Program, known as Close to Home, 
in New York City
The Executive Budget proposes to reauthorize  
Close to Home for another five years, but to  
eliminate all state funding. 

 • Close to Home is currently authorized for up to  
$41.4 million of state funding annually.

 • Close to Home is the juvenile justice placement system for 
youth post-adjudication/trial in New York City. As with all 
juvenile justice placements, the youth are jointly supported  
by the State and the City. 

 • Close to Home is a cost-effective way to better serve NYC 
youth, which enabled the State to close upstate facilities. 

 • Close to Home has produced good outcomes through  
family engagement, educational success and credits that 
more easily transfer, as well as an array of health,  
mental health, and vocational services.

 • The population served through Close to Home is expected 
to more than double in size with the implementation of 
Raise the Age, when the 16 and 17 year olds enter the  
juvenile justice system.

CHILDREN’S  BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

Expand Children’s Access to 
Behavioral Health Services  
and Mitigate Impact of Delay in 
Transition of Children’s Services 
into Managed Care and  
Expansion of Services
The Executive Budget proposes to save $30 million 
through a two-year delay in the implementation of 
new children’s behavioral health services and the tran-
sition to managed care, leaving the children’s mental 
health system with a clinical service capacity crisis.

 • 1 in 5 children has a mental health need.

 • To address the delay in the expansion of sorely needed 
services, the State should allocate the $15 million unspent 
in last year’s fiscal plan for state aid grants to increase 
children’s access to needed behavioral health services. 

 • Reject the Article VII proposal to eliminate the  
social work exemption.

Ensure New York’s Children are  
Healthy, Housed, Educated and Safe
CCC Budget Priorities: SFY 2018-2019

RAISE  THE AGE 

Ensure All Counties, Including  
New York City, Have the Resources 
They Need to Implement the Full 
Continuum of Services Required 
to Effectively Raise the Age of 
Criminal Responsibility
The Executive Budget proposes $100 million to  
reimburse counties for the costs associated with  
implementing Raise the Age, but it seems unlikely 
NYC will be able to access this funding.

 • Raise the Age funding is limited to counties that remain 
within a 2% property tax cap or prove financial hardship. 

 • NYC has estimated that it will cost the City $200 million to 
implement Raise the Age.

 • It is critical that all counties, including NYC, have  
the resources for the full continuum of services, includ-
ing probation, alternatives to detention and placement, 
transportation, detention, placement, education, health 
and mental health services, aftercare services, as well as 
funding for training and start- up.
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