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What	New	York	City’s	Children	and	Families	
Need	for	a	Successful	Recovery	
 

New Yorkers are facing unprecedented challenges from COVID-19, with nearly 
every aspect of health, mental health, housing, child welfare, education, and economic security impacted. But 
austerity measures at the local level will only worsen the effects of the pandemic, particularly on children from 
Black, Latinx, and immigrant households. Now is the time to protect funding for crucial health and human 
services, and invest in our children to ensure they not only recover from this crisis but thrive. 

Every	Child	Healthy	
	

There	has	been	a	22%	decline	in	
vaccinations,	44%	decline	in	child	

screenings	and	mental	health	services,	and	
69%	decline	in	dental	services	for	children	

in	Medicaid/CHIP.	
	

• Invest in the full continuum of behavioral health 
supports for children, including trauma-informed 
services and clinical care through schools and 
community-based organizations. 

• Increase access to emergency food assistance and 
streamline enrollment for anti-hunger programs. 

• Strengthen public health initiatives to combat 
declines in primary/preventive care, including 
immunizations, developmental screenings, and 
lead poisoning prevention. 

Every	Child	Housed	
30%	of	NY	households	with	children	were	
unable	to	pay	last	month’s	rent,	and	two-
thirds	report	no	cofidence	paying	next	

month's	rent.	
	

• Enhance eviction prevention through rent relief to 
cover rent arrears and long-term rent assistance 
needs. 

• Streamline eligibility for rent subsidies during 
COVID-19, and improve rent assistance by raising 
subsidy limits to Fair Market Rates. 

• Sustain commitment to construction and 
preservation of affordable and supportive housing 
for families.  

Every	Child	Educated	
At	least	60,000	students	were	still	

awaiting	a	learning	device	in	November,	
as	schools	went	fully	remote.	

	

• Improve access to remote learning by expediting 
device delivery, enabling wifi in shelters, 
eliminating data deserts, and providing fast tech- 
support, with a focus on special populations. 

• Protect child care capacity by preventing cuts, 
honoring salary parity, and ensuring new awards 
don’t reduce seats for infants/toddlers. 

• Prioritize students’ behavioral health and 
prevent/restore cuts to school support programs. 

• Ensure Learning Bridges and afterschool 
providers have adequate funding, staff,capacity 
and PPE to support remote learning. 

Every	Child	Safe	
Two-thirds	of	child	maltreatment	reports	

are	due	to	unmet	need	driven	by	
economic	insecurity,	and	over	60%	of	NY	
households	with	children	report	loss	of	

income	since	March. 
	

• Maintain commitment to the prevention 
continuum from primary, to general, to 
evidence-based services.  

• Invest in behavioral support and other services 
for justice-involved youth. 

• Invest in community safety by eliminating over 
policing of under-resourced communities and 
prioritizing equitable investments that support 
living, working and raising children in this city. 

Funding	Children’s	Futures	
• State and city leaders, advocates, CBOs all need to continue to advocate for further federal relief. 
• The state must grant borrowing authority to New York City. 
• The state must pursue tax policy reforms that raise revenue to prevent cuts to localities. 


