
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Testimony of: 

 

 

Stephanie Gendell 

Associate Executive Director 

For Policy and Advocacy  

Citizens’ Committee for Children 

 

 

Submitted to the  

New York City Council  

Committees on Finance and on Mental Health, Developmental Disability, Alcoholism, Substance 

Abuse and Disability Services  

 

 

Preliminary Budget Hearing 

 

 

 

 

March 20, 2017 

  



1 
 

 

Good morning. My name is Ariel Savransky and I am the Policy and Advocacy Association for 

Child and Adolescent Health and Mental Health at Citizens’ Committee for Children of New 

York (CCC). CCC is a 73-year-old, privately supported, independent, multi-issue child advocacy 

organization dedicated to ensuring every New York child is healthy, housed, educated and safe. I 

would like to thank Chairs Ferreras-Copeland and Cohen as well as the members of the 

Committees on Finance and Mental Health, Developmental Disability, Alcoholism, Substance 

Abuse and Disability Services for holding today’s hearing regarding the City’s Preliminary 

Budget for Fiscal Year 2018.  

This testimony focuses on the new investments in the Preliminary Budget related to children’s 

mental health, which we urge the City Council to support. In addition, the testimony highlights 

the City Council initiatives we hope to see restored, as well as the areas where we hope to see 

additional investments. We urge the City Council to focus on these areas as you develop your 

priorities and that you also urge the Administration to use the Fiscal Year 2018 Budget to make 

NYC a better place to be a child.  

A) Preliminary Budget Proposals that Improve Outcomes for Children  

CCC was pleased to see that the City Fiscal Year 2018 Preliminary Budget included a new 

investment of $3.1 million to expand Cure Violence. The Cure Violence Health Model is a 

model wherein selected members of communities are trained to anticipate where violence may 

occur and intervene before it happens. The model, which currently operates in over 50 sites 

around the world, involves engaging entire communities to change behavior and recognize that 

there are other solutions to conflict that do not involve violence. According to Northwestern 

University’s evaluation of the program, in every of seven Cure Violence catchment areas 

examined, there was a substantial decline in shootings of between 15% and 40% in the two years 

following the introduction of the program.1 In New York City specifically, in Bed Stuy, there 

was a noticeable norm change after just one year in acceptability of violence and in Morrisania, 

there were no homicides from January 2015 to May 2016.2  

The additional investment in this model that will allow cure violence providers to hire additional 

staff across 17 neighborhoods in New York City with the highest rates of gun violence will 

ensure that more children and families are kept safe throughout the city.  

B) Strengthen Families Access to Mental Health Services  

We believe that the Executive Budget (and ultimately the Adopted Budget), must go further to 

improve access to mental health services for New York City’s children and families. We urge the 

City Council to support these new investments as you work to influence the Executive Budget.  

                                                           
1 NYC Center for Economic Opportunity. Cure Violence. 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/ceo/html/initiatives/ymi_violence.shtml  
2 Cure Violence. Cure Violence Results from Around the World. http://cureviolence.org/results/recent-successes/  

http://www.nyc.gov/html/ceo/html/initiatives/ymi_violence.shtml
http://cureviolence.org/results/recent-successes/
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Continue to invest in ThriveNYC initiatives that successfully reduce stigma, improve access to 

screening and assessment, and secure timely referrals to appropriate levels of care  

The City is taking important steps to expand mental health services for NYC’s children and 

families through the initiatives associated with the City’s mental health roadmap, 

ThriveNYC. We appreciate the First Lady and DOHMH’s work on the mental health 

roadmap and the investment in a number of initiatives aimed at decreasing stigma and better 

assessing New Yorkers for mental health needs. These initiatives include placing mental 

health clinics in high needs schools, placing mental health services in all community schools, 

creating a network of mental health consultants for all schools, and training school staff in 

youth suicide prevention, focusing on suicide awareness and identification. Initiatives also 

focus on vulnerable youth, ensuring that all family justice centers and runaway and homeless 

youth shelters have mental health services. The City has also created a more robust phone-

based crisis hotline, NYC Support, which not only provides 24 hour access to crisis services, 

but also provides non-crisis connections to behavioral health services. We urge the 

administration to continually assess the need for additional behavioral health capacity as 

more New Yorkers become aware of their need for services.  

As New York State’s Medicaid program shifts to a managed care payment scheme, it is 

critical that the services rendered on school grounds be taken into consideration and that 

reimbursement methods ensure that payment is made for all services rendered – both to 

ensure students can access needed care, and to ensure that clinics are financially viable. 

Moreover, we believe that in addition to ensuring the continuation of existing services that 

there should be more on-site services at schools.  We hope that the City Council and the 

administration can work together to increase the City’s investment in school-based health and 

mental health services. 

C) Restore City Council initiatives to maintain children’s access to health services  

CCC is concerned about the fragile status of several former Council Initiatives that were RFPed 

last year by the administration, including the Mental Health for Children Under Five 

Initiative and the Autism Awareness Initiative.  For years, these programs have used non‐

traditional, community‐based settings to help identify children and families in need and offer 

developmentally appropriate services and support.     

The Mental Health Services for Children under Five Initiative has provided screening and 

psychotherapy to over 4,000 families as well as mental health consultation services to numerous 

pediatricians, preschool teachers and child welfare workers.  As the Council is aware, this 

funding represents the only dedicated funding in New York City to provide this level and type of 

expertise to young children and families in need. Neither Early Intervention, nor outpatient 

mental health clinics offer appropriate supports to sufficiently serve this special population.  The 

administration’s RFP with the baselined funding from the Mental Health for Children Under 5 

initiative was not for the same program.  We therefore urge the City Council to continue your 

investment in this initiative.     



3 
 

Specifically, we urge the Council to once again add:  

 $3.325 million for the Autism Awareness initiative  

 $1 million for the Children Under 5 initiative  

 

D) Restore and Baseline the following initiatives to maintain children’s access to health 

services  

CCC is grateful to the City Council for your ongoing commitment to advancing initiatives that 

better support the health needs of children and families. Unfortunately, the Preliminary Budget 

did not include funding for the City Council initiatives related to children’s health. We will be 

urging the Administration to restore and baseline these items and we respectfully request that the 

Council make them a priority once again.  

Specifically, we urge the City Council to work with the Administration to ensure the following 

initiatives are restored and baselined in the FY2018 Executive Budget: 

 $1.9 million for the Court-Involved Youth Mental Health initiative 

 $2.219 million for Developmental, Psychological and Behavioral Health Services 

 $1 million for LGBTQ Youth All-Borough Mental Health initiative 

 $500,000 for the Medicaid Redesign Transition 

 $1.093 million for Mental Health Services for Vulnerable Populations, which 

includes the Samaritans Suicide Prevention Hotline  

 

Conclusion  

In closing, meeting child health needs is critical for the development of future productive New 

Yorkers. As you work to negotiate the Fiscal Year 2018 Budget, we hope that the administration 

and the City Council will work together to strengthen the health service delivery system for 

NYC’s children and families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

 

 


