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Good morning. My name is Chad H. Gholizadeh and I am the Senior Policy and Advocacy 

Associate for Economic and Housing Stability at Citizens’ Committee for Children (CCC).  CCC 

is a 73-year-old independent, multi-issue child advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring 

every New York child is healthy, housed, educated and safe.   

 

We would like to thank City Council Education Committee Chair Daniel Dromm and the 

members of the Committee on Education for holding today’s hearing and introducing several 

resolutions aimed at improving educational outcomes and experiences for New York city’s 1.1 

million public school children. 

 

We are pleased to submit comments on two of the proposed resolutions: (1) Res. No. 845-15 

which would call on the New York State Education Department (NYSED) to expand the State’s 

financial literacy and personal finance education curriculum to all grades K through 12 and (2) 

Res. No. 451-2014 which calls on the New York City Department of Education (DOE) to 

mandate school uniforms.   

 

CCC submits the following comments on these two resolutions: 

 

1. Res. No. 845-2015: Calling upon the New York State Education Department to 

expand the State’s financial literacy and personal finance education curriculum to 

all grades K through 12 

CCC supports Res. No. 845-2015. Providing New York City’s children with a solid financial 

education would help them learn how to make well-informed financial choices throughout their 

life. 

 

It is an unfortunate fact that many young people are not equipped with the basic financial 

knowledge that they need to navigate a world of student loans, credit cards, and retirement 

savings.1 Among American fifteen year olds, 18% were not able to understand basic concepts 

related to financial literacy.2 The failure to prepare students in this area sets them up for failure 

as they enter the workforce and adulthood.  On the other hand, research indicates that classroom-

based financial education and financial literacy results in greater knowledge of financial concepts 

and improved attitudes towards savings amongst students.3  These improvements persist over 

time, and students are able to reap the benefits of financial education in the future.4 

 

In light of this research, CCC strongly supports this resolution calling on NYSED to expand 

financial literacy training in grades K-12. To protect the financial well-being of all New Yorkers 

we must begin providing financial education at a young age. This will teach students to make 

wise financial decisions in the future. 

 

                                                           
1 Financial Literacy among the Young: Evidence and Implications for Consumer Policy, p. 21 (available at 

http://www.finrafoundation.org/web/groups/foundation/@foundation/documents/foundation/p122326.pdf).  
2 Students and Money: Financial Literacy Skills for the 21st Century, p. 61 (available at 

http://www.oecd.org/pisa/keyfindings/PISA-2012-results-volume-vi.pdf).  
3 Financial Education and Account Access Among Elementary Students, p. 2 (available at 

http://cfed.org/assets/pdfs/AFCO_youth_brief.pdf).  
4 Id. at 4. 

http://www.finrafoundation.org/web/groups/foundation/@foundation/documents/foundation/p122326.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/pisa/keyfindings/PISA-2012-results-volume-vi.pdf
http://cfed.org/assets/pdfs/AFCO_youth_brief.pdf


2. Res. No. 451-2014: Calling upon the New York City Department of Education to 

mandate school uniforms 

CCC is not taking a position on Res. No. 451-2014 at this time. That said, we ask that if the City 

Council supports mandatory school uniforms that the Res. No. 451-2014 be amended to call for a 

single city-wide uniform in light of the significant challenges low-income families face in 

purchasing clothing.  Notably, homeless children too often change schools and could not afford 

new school uniforms each time.   Furthermore, if the NYC Department of Education does 

institute a mandate for school uniforms, we would be urging DOE to implement and for the City 

Council to pass legislation mandating a single city-side uniform. 

 

Almost 83,000 children in New York’s public schools lack a fixed, regular and adequate 

nighttime residence, a 25% increase since the 2010-2011 school year.5 These unstably housed 

students are over three times, and students in homeless shelters are over five times, as likely to 

attend two or more schools than permanently housed students.6 Many of these students switch 

schools when their shelter or in other unstable housing moves them far from their current 

schools, forcing a parent to choose between a long commute to maintain enrollment in their 

current school, or uprooting the student to begin in a new school.7 In addition to the challenges 

posted by frequent transfers, many of these children are facing financial hardship and lack access 

to basic facilities such as laundry.8 In fact, 76.5% of public school children are eligible for free or 

reduced price lunch.9 

 

In light of this, if DOE adopts mandatory uniforms CCC urges that consideration be given to 

adopting a single city-wide uniform.  A single city-wide uniform would permit temporarily 

housed students to comply with the dress code even in the event of a mid-year transfer and 

would also ease the financial burden faced by all low-income families. Families would not be 

required to purchase additional uniforms, families that moved or enrolled their children in a new 

school would not need new uniforms, and younger siblings would be able to use the school 

uniforms of their older siblings. The single city-wide uniform would be able also lessen 

economic distinctions between children’s’ clothing, lessening stigma. Furthermore, additional 

sets of the city-wide uniform could be provided free of charge by DOE to low-income families.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  

                                                           
5 Not Reaching the Door: Homeless Students Face Many Hurdles on the Way to School, p. 1 (available at 

http://www.ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/not-reaching-the-door-homeless-students-face-many-hurdles-on-the-way-to-

school.pdf).  
6 Id. at 11. 
7 Id. 
8 Id. at 17. 
9 DOE Demographic Snapshots (available at http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/schools/data/default.htm). 

http://www.ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/not-reaching-the-door-homeless-students-face-many-hurdles-on-the-way-to-school.pdf
http://www.ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/not-reaching-the-door-homeless-students-face-many-hurdles-on-the-way-to-school.pdf

