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Overview
• Two Economic Dimensions of Access to Child Care for Infants and Toddlers

• Child Care Cost Burden
• Affordability

• Geographic and Demographic Trends
• Single Parent and Married Couple Families with Children under Five 

Years of Age
• Citywide, by Borough, by Community District

• Policy Considerations
• Federal, State, and Local 

All slides will be shared with those who registered
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Two Dimensions of Child Care Access:
Child Care Cost Burden & Affordability
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What is New York State 
Child Care Market Rate Survey Report?
Office of Children and Family Services’ Child Care Market 
Rate Survey Report is a telephone survey of random child care 
providers across the state which informs the maximum rate at 
which the state makes subsidy payments, which is set to the 
69th percentile of reported rates. 

Weekly rates
Infant Toddler Average weekly rates Average annual rate 

Center-based $406 $315 $361 $18,746 
Home-based $200 $196 $155 $10,296
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Estimates of Household Income
CCC Analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

Public Use Microdata Sample Files (2014-2018)

$59,700

$80,000

$34,800

All Families

Married Couples

Single Parents

Median Income
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How We Define Child Care Cost Burden 
& Affordability

Affordability
share of families with at least one child under 
five years of age for whom care would cost no 
more than 7% of their household income, a 
threshold the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services recommends for child care 
copayments.

Cost Burden
share of median household income for 
families with at least one child under five 
years of age that would be consumed by 
either center-based or home-based child 
care for infants and toddlers.
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These and other indicators 
available on CCC’s  interactive, 
online database

Infant and Toddler Child Care 
Affordability

Cost Burden for Infant and Toddler 
Child Care

DATA.CCCNEWYORK.ORG
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https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/1451/infanttoddler-child-care-affordability
https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/1450/cost-burden-for-infanttoddler-child-care


Findings:
Demographic & Geographic Trends
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The Average Cost of Care for Infants & Toddlers
Median Household Income for Families with young children: $59,700

Cost Burden Affordability
Center-based: 

$18,746 
31% of median household 
income for all families with 
young children

93% of families with young 
children cannot afford center-
based care, only 7% can.

Home-based: 
$10,296

17% of median household 
income

80% of families with young 
children cannot afford home-
based care, only 20% can.
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Cost Burden
share of median household income for families with at least one child 
under five years of age that would be consumed by either center-
based or home-based child care for infants and toddlers.
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Single parent families face higher cost burden

31%

23%

54%

17%

13%

30%

TOTAL FAMILIES

MARRIED FAMILIES

SINGLE FAMILIES

Home Based Center Based

SINGLE-PARENTSS
Median Income

$34,800

MARRIED COUPLES
Median Income

$80,000

ALL FAMILIES
Median Income

$59,700

MEDIAN CHILD CARE COST BURDEN AS A SHARE OF 
MEDIAN INCOME FOR FAMILIES WITH 

CHILDREN UNDER FIVE YEARSCenter-based care 
takes about 54% of 
median income for 
single parents’, 
about twice the 
burden compared to 
married couples with 
young children.

12See Cost Burden for Infant/Toddler Child Care indicator on data.cccnewyork.org

https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/1450/cost-burden-for-infanttoddler-child-care#1450/454/3/1751/40/a/a


In communities where median incomes 
are lower, the cost burden is higher

In Bronx and Central 
Brooklyn communities, as 
much as 65% of median 
income is consumed for
center-based care and for single 
parent households, it can consume 
entire income.
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See Cost Burden for Infant/Toddler Child Care 
indicator on data.cccnewyork.org

https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/1450/cost-burden-for-infanttoddler-child-care#1450/454/3/1751/40/a/a


In almost 30 
communities citywide, 
single parents need to 
allocate more than 50% 
of their income for 
center-based child care, 
and in some cases almost 
entire income. Similar trend is 
for home-based care where in 
26 communities, they need to 
spend more than one third of 
their income
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See Cost Burden for Infant/Toddler Child Care 
indicator on data.cccnewyork.org

https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/1450/cost-burden-for-infanttoddler-child-care#1450/454/3/1751/40/a/a


Affordability
share of families with at least one child under five years of age for 
whom care would cost no more than 7% of their household income, a 
threshold the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
recommends for child care copayments.
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7.1%

10.3%

1.3%

19.4%

27.3%

5.5%

All Families

Married Couples

Single-Parent

Home Based Center Based

SINGLE-PARENTSS

MARRIED COUPLES

ALL FAMILIES

Only 1.3% of single 
parents can afford 
center-based child 
care, compared to 
10% among married 
couples. Overall,
care is unaffordable 
across all family 
types.

All family types experience unaffordability of 
child care, but most severely single parents

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN UNDER FIVE WHO 
PAY LESS THAN 7% OF THEIR ANNUAL INCOME 

ON THE ESTIMATED COST OF CHILD CARE
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Child care is unaffordable for families citywide

In Manhattan, one quarter 
of families can afford 
center-based, and 43% 
can afford home-based 
care, the largest share 
across all boroughs.

In the Bronx, only 1 % of 
families can afford full
price center-based care. 0.9%

25.4%

5.9%

3.6%

2.1%

7.1%

5.0%

42.9%

18.1%

18.1%

20.3%

19.4%

Bronx

Manhattan

Brooklyn

Queens

Staten Island

New York City
Home-based

Center-based

SHARE OF FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN UNDER FIVE 
WHO CAN AFFORD CHILD CARE BY BOROUGH

17See Child Care Affordability indicator on data.cccnewyork.org

https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/1451/infanttoddler-child-care-affordability#1451/454/3/1753/40/a/a


In over 30 NYC 
community districts, 
only up to 3% of families 
can afford center-based 
child care, and almost all 
other communities have 
below 10% of families that 
can afford care in canters.

Child care is unaffordable for families citywide
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See Child Care Affordability indicator on 
data.cccnewyork.org

https://data.cccnewyork.org/data/map/1451/infanttoddler-child-care-affordability#1451/454/3/1753/40/a/a


Policy Considerations:
Federal, State, and Local
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Federal Policy Considerations
• Federal – Short-term

• We need another stimulus package.
• Parents need assistance to afford anything, let alone child care.
• States and localities need direct federal aid to avoid cuts.
• Most impactful – child care providers need funds to remain open and operational 

through the pandemic.

• Federal – Long-term
• A new administration offers the federal government the opportunity to take bold steps. 
• President-Elect Biden outlined an ambitious platform to expand child care during his 

campaign, including: 
• Nationwide universal Pre-Kindergarten for 3 and 4-year-olds
• An $8,000 child care tax credit per child for families making less than $125,000 a year
• And most notably for infants and toddlers – increased subsidy funding to ensure no 

family earning below 1.5 times the median income in their state will have to pay more 
than 7% of their income for any age child care. 

• While lofty and very dependent on the balance of congress, child care has been shown to 
have bipartisan support at the federal level. 
• CCDBG increases and funds in past stimuli.
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State Policy Considerations
• New York State – Short-term

• New York has not adequately distributed grants made available through the federal CARES 
Act. 
• The application process was arduous, and distribution of the funds has been slow. 
• Limited to only reimbursable expenses, excluding cash-strapped providers.
• CCC and its partners continue to demand to expedite these grants and overhaul future 

distributions.

• New York State – Long-term
• Substantial state investments, whether or not federal funds are available, could significantly 

expand access to affordable infant and toddler care.
• Raise eligibility thresholds statewide for subsidies.
• Reduce family copayments and standardize them across counties.
• Extend subsidy eligibility to marginalized families including those who are unemployed, 

pursuing higher education, and who have experienced domestic violence or family 
homelessness. 

• Any investment in subsidies bolsters the EarlyLearn and Voucher system, responsible for 
most infant/toddler care in NYC.

• Expand the state’s Empire State Child Tax Credit to children under age four and increase it.
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Local Policy Considerations
• New York City – Short-term

• City must do everything it can to protect current capacity for infant and toddler care.
• Budget cuts cannot remove seats.
• Newly awarded contracts cannot result in a net loss of slots for the youngest children.

• New York City – Long-term
• Window of opportunity with a new mayoral administration and City Council, set to be 

elected in November 2021 and sworn In January 2022.
• A robust agenda for early care and education in NYC includes:

• Universal full day, year-round care including Pre-K programs for 4-year-olds and 3-year-
olds.

• Leveraging all federal, state, and city resources to expand access for infants and toddlers 
including increasing subsidies, bolstering NYC’s EarlyLearn and Voucher system, 
supporting family-child care providers,  and expanding local child care tax credits. 

• Any expansion to the city's early care capacity must also include:
• A compensated workforce.
• High-quality programming.
• Active parent engagement.
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For more information

Bijan Kimiagar, 
bkimiagar@cccnewyork.org

Marija Drobnjak, 
mdrobnjak@cccnewyork.org

Daryl Hornick-Becker, 
dhornickbecker@cccnewyork.org

Download Brief
(PDF)
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