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Good afternoon.  My name is Stephanie Gendell and I am the Associate Executive Director for 
Policy and Advocacy at Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York, Inc. (CCC).  CCC is a 
72-year-old, independent, multi-issue child advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring every 
New York child is healthy, housed, educated and safe.   
 
I would like to thank Chair Eugene, as well as the members of the City Council Committee on 
Youth Services for holding today’s hearing regarding summer programs for elementary and 
middle school students.  I also want to thank the Chair and the members of the City Council for 
your continuous and unrelenting support for ensuring New York City’s children have access to 
summer programs and for including this request in your Preliminary Budget response. Like so 
many Council Members and New Yorkers, CCC is extremely dismayed that the de Blasio 
administration is continuing to hold back the $20.35 million in funding that would enable 31,000 
middle school students to attend summer programs this year. 
 
Middle School Summer Programming 
CCC continues to applaud the Administration for its successful expansion of middle school after-
school programs.  Just last week, the administration released a report on the success of the 
initiative.  Touting the report and the success of the middle school program the Mayor said, 
“Today’s report shows that kids are learning- and they like it. We’re growing tomorrow’s 
leaders, keeping kids safe and busy while parents at work, building their confidence, and closing 
the achievement gap in communities across the city.”  We agree with the Mayor 
wholeheartedly—but it must be noted that these are the exact same programs that the Mayor is 
cutting this summer. 
 
Notably, when the Bloomberg administration created the Out-of-School Time (OST) program, 
the program provided care to children after-school, during school holidays and during the 
summer months.  Thus most after-school slots, now called COMPASS, include summer 
programming.  Unfortunately, the summer slots at risk this summer are the exact same slots that 
are part of Mayor de Blasio’s after-school expansion for middle school students (called 
SONYC).   
 
Just as after-school programs enable parents to work while their children are both safe and 
receiving stimulating, nurturing and developmentally appropriate care, the same is true for 
summer programming.  Summer programs prevent summer learning loss, while enabling parents 
to work knowing their children are somewhere safe.  This is particularly critical for low-income 
children and their families.   
 
It should go without saying that the same families relying on after-school programs from 3-6 PM 
during the school year, need safe and developmentally supportive programs for their children 
during July and August.  Unfortunately, the Administration has not made summer programs a 
priority.  Mayor de Blasio stated at his briefing on the Preliminary Budget, “There are some 
things that we chose not to continue.  We talked last year about the summer after-school 
program.  That’s something we thought was a good thing but was not necessarily a priority we 
could devote to.  So that’s not in here.” 
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As the City Council is aware, this advocacy battle for summer programming has been ongoing.  
Last April, after the students were already enrolled and programs had hired staff, the 
Administration moved the money for summer programming from DYCD.  After an uproar by 
advocates, providers, parents and Council Members, the administration claimed that DYCD had 
made an “administrative error” by planning for the summer months and restored funding for 
34,000 middle school students for one year.  Deputy Mayor Buery made this announcement at 
the Youth Services Executive Budget hearing.   
 
Notably, Council Members, advocates and providers never agreed that this funding was only 
needed for one year and committed to spending the year fighting for these funds.  Many Council 
Members stated this on the record at that time.  Since that time, many Council Members have 
stood on the steps of City Hall with us, signed letters to the Mayor, held events in your districts, 
and privately urged the Mayor to restore and baseline the funds.  CCC and the impacted children 
and families thank you for this. 
 
As you know, summer programming must be a priority.  The price tag for the 31,000 middle 
school students is a mere $20.35 million in an $82 billion City budget- .2% of the budget.  Yet, 
the cost of not restoring and baselining these funds is enormous—31,000 middle school students 
will not be safe and engaged while their parents are at work and will instead be home playing 
video games, or worse, out on the street to be in the way of traffic and gang members.   
 
Last summer, when we were aware that the programs could be at risk this year, CCC and the 
Campaign for Children surveyed 2,500 parents of the children enrolled. We found that 91% of 
the parents said they relied on the program to be able to work or go to school.1 When asked what 
they would do if there was no summer program for their child, 18% said they would quit their 
job, 12% said they would leave their child home alone, 34% said they would need to try to find 
another summer camp, and 28% said they would leave their child home with a relative.2  In 
addition, 64% of the surveyed parents said they relied on the program for free, nutritious summer 
meals for their children.3 
 
After conducting a FOIL request, CCC and the Campaign for Children received from DYCD the 
list of programs where there was a middle school expansion but no plan for summer 
programming- this list included the number of children impacted, which was nearly 31,000.  
CCC mapped the planned cut by Council District and Community District.  These maps are 
attached to this testimony. 
 
As you will see from the maps, the cut impacts children and families in every corner of the 
City—but is particularly drastic in the communities with the greatest need.  In March 2016, CCC 
and the Campaign for Children issued a report documenting this.  We are also including the 
report as part of this testimony. 
 

                                                 
1 Campaign for Children.  Status Report on NYC’s After-School System:  Demand For Elementary, High School and 
Summer Programming Remains High.  September 2015.  http://www.campaignforchildrennyc.com/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/After-School-Summer-Report_final.pdf.   
2 Id. 
3 Id. 



3 
 

In summary, the report focuses on the seven Community Districts due to lose over 1,000 summer 
slots and shows that nearly all of these communities exceed the citywide child poverty rate and 
these communities are also in school districts where the children are generally performing below 
citywide math and reading comprehension rates.4  Notably, if the Administration is truly 
committed to addressing income inequality and academic achievement, these are the 
communities where we would want to target additional summer programming- not cut it. 
 
It is also important to note that cutting summer programming for younger children has a ripple 
effect on older children because a substantial amount of Summer Youth Employment Program 
(SYEP) positions are working at summer programs.  As we work together to try to restore and 
expand SYEP programming for high school students and young adults, we need to ensure that 
there are enough job placements for them.  Summer programs are an ideal place for young 
people to work and for CBOs to place them given the short-term nature of both programs. 
 
Finally, it is imperative to state that the funding for summer programs must be restored as soon 
as possible.  Parents need to enroll their children and providers need to hire staff and begin to 
plan their summer programs NOW.  Thus, this funding MUST be added to the Executive Budget.   
 
Elementary School Summer Programming 
Thankfully, we are not aware of any plans of the Administration to cut summer programs for 
elementary school students. It is important to note, however, that last year, the first we heard of a 
cut to middle school summer programming was in the Executive Budget.  We therefore urge the 
Administration not to make any additional cuts to summer programming in the Executive 
Budget. 
 
In addition, if CCC and our colleagues did not need to focus our efforts on saving summer 
programming for 31,000 middle school students, we would be advocating for additional 
elementary and high school after-school capacity—and in our view all after-school programs 
should include summer programming (without any debate). 
 
CCC and the Campaign for Children conducted a survey of after-school providers last year and 
88% of the surveyed elementary school providers reported having a waitlist.5  We are grateful to 
the City Council for recognizing the need for additional after-school capacity for elementary 
school students.  Thank you for including in your Preliminary Budget response a request for the 
administration to serve the same number of elementary school students as the number of students 
served in SONYC middle school programs.  We urge the City Council and the Administration to 
ensure that as we build elementary school capacity, we ensure all after-school models continue to 
include summer programming. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  

                                                 
4 Campaign for Children and Citizens’ Committee for Children.  Cuts to Summer Programs Hit NYC’s Poorest 
Communities the Hardest.  March 2016.  http://www.cccnewyork.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/03/CampaignforChildrenSummerJobsReportMarch2016.pdf.  
5 Campaign for Children.  Status Report on NYC’s After-School System:  Demand For Elementary, High School and 
Summer Programming Remains High.  September 2015.  http://www.campaignforchildrennyc.com/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/After-School-Summer-Report_final.pdf.   



 

Council Member # of Summer Slots 
Due to Be Cut 

Margaret Chin (1) 721 
Rosie Mendez (2) 590 
Corey Johnson (3) 190 

Daniel Garodnick (4) 0 
Ben Kallos (5) 295 

Helen Rosenthal (6) 305 
Mark Levine (7) 576 

Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito (8) 1,631 
Inez Dickens (9) 1,157 

Ydanis Rodriguez (10) 758 
Andrew Cohen (11) 490 

Andy King (12) 885 
James Vacca (13) 625 

Fernando Cabrera (14) 726 
Ritchie Torres (15) 1,107 

Vanessa Gibson (16) 1,246 
Rafael Salamanca Jr. (17) 1,245 

Annabel Palma (18) 886 
Paul Vallone (19) 150 

Peter Koo (20) 140 
Julissa Ferreras (21) 282 

Costa Constantinides (22) 220 
Barry Grodenchik (23) 275 

Rory Lancman (24) 605 
Daniel Dromm (25) 435 

Jimmy Van Bramer (26) 395 
I. Daneek Miller (27) 315 

Ruben Wills (28) 410 
Karen Koslowitz (29) 195 

Elizabeth Crowley (30) 305 
Donovan Richards (31) 1,231 

Eric Ulrich (32) 597 
Stephen Levin (33) 636 

Antonio Reynoso (34) 450 
Laurie Cumbo (35) 720 

Robert Cornegy (36) 1,060 
Rafael Espinal (37) 948 

Carlos Menchaca (38) 711 
Brad Lander (39) 347 

Mathieu Eugene (40) 500 
Darlene Mealy (41) 1,533 

Inez Barron (42) 1,482 
Vincent Gentile (43) 281 

David Greenfield (44) 410 
Jumanne Williams (45) 470 

Alan Maisel (46) 537 
Mark Treyger (47) 260 

Chaim Deutsch (48) 366 
Deborah Rose (49) 560 
Steven Matteo (50) 250 

Joe Borreli (51) 410 
TOTAL 30,919 

The City FY 2017 Budget Proposes to Cut Summer Programming 
for 31,000 Middle School Children throughout New York City 

 

 

Data analysis prepared by Citizens’ Committee for Children. 



  Community District # of Summer Slots 
Due to Be Cut 

Bronx – Total Cuts 7,680 
Mott Haven (B01) 870 
Hunts Point (B02) 350 
Morrisania (B03) 715 

Concourse/Highbridge (B04) 816 
University Heights (B05) 646 

East Tremont (B06) 1097 
Bedford Park (B07) 300 

Riverdale (B08) 390 
Unionport/Soundview (B09) 886 

Throgs Neck (B10) 375 
Pelham Parkway (B11) 500 
Williamsbridge (B12) 735 

Brooklyn- Total Cuts 10,711 
Williamsburg/Greenpoint (K01) 671 
Fort Greene/Brooklyn Hts (K02) 505 

Bedford Stuyvesant (K03) 845 
Bushwick (K04) 541 

East New York (K05) 1319 
Park Slope (K06) 391 

Sunset Park (K07) 727 
Crown Heights North (K08) 595 
Crown Heights South (K09) 435 

Bay Ridge (K10) 281 
Bensonhurst (K11) 195 
Borough Park (K12) 330 
Coney Island (K13) 260 

Flatbush/Midwood (K14) 335 
Sheepshead Bay (K15) 442 

Brownsville (K16) 1577 
East Flatbush (K17) 671 

Canarsie (K18) 591 
Manhattan – Total Cuts 5,753 

Battery Park/Tribeca (M01) 131 
Lower East Side  (M03) 1030 
Chelsea/Clinton (M04) 190 

Midtown Business District (M05) 100 
Murray Hill/Stuyvesant (M06) 50 

Upper West Side (M07) 526 
Upper East Side (M08) 295 
Manhattanville (M09) 265 
Central Harlem (M10) 1087 

East Harlem (M11) 1281 
Washington Heights (M12) 798 

Queens – Total Cuts 5,555 
Astoria (Q01) 470 

Sunnyside/Woodside (Q02) 145 
Jackson Heights (Q03) 242 

Elmhurst/Corona (Q04) 475 
Ridgewood/Glendale (Q05) 305 
Rego Park/Forest Hills (Q06) 195 

Flushing (Q07) 185 
Fresh Meadows/Briarwood (Q08) 555 

Woodhaven (Q09) 80 
Howard Beach (Q10) 491 

Bayside (Q11) 105 
Jamaica/St. Albans (Q12) 610 

Queens Village (Q13) 560 
The Rockaways (Q14) 1137 

Staten Island – Total Cuts 1,220 
St. George (S01) 510 

South Beach (S02) 390 
Tottenville (S03) 320 
CITYWIDE TOTAL 30,919 

The City FY 2017 Budget Proposes to Cut Summer Programming 
for 31,000 Middle School Children throughout New York City 

Data analysis prepared by Citizens’ Committee for Children. 
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