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Summary of the New York City Fiscal Year 2016 Preliminary Budget 

 
On February 9, 2015, Mayor de Blasio released his $77.7 billion Preliminary Budget for City Fiscal 
Year 2016, which begins July 1, 2015.   
 
The Preliminary Budget takes important steps to address income inequality and improve child safety 
and well-being in New York City. Specifically, the Preliminary Budget proposes ongoing support for 
prekindergarten for all 4-year olds, middle school after-school programs, and invests in rental 
assistance and homelessness prevention, a child welfare training institute, and expanded community 
health services, among other initiatives. 
 
Furthermore, the Mayor made clear at the budget briefing that the Preliminary Budget is just a first 
step towards developing the Fiscal Year 2016 budget and that there is a great deal more to look at and 
evaluate as we move towards the Executive Budget in April. This is good news because there are a 
number of areas that must be addressed in Fiscal Year 2016 in order to improve outcomes for New 
York’s children and families.   
 
Specifically, we look forward to an Executive Budget that makes the investments needed to: improve 
access to high quality early childhood education and after-school services, bring school breakfast to all 
classrooms and universal lunch programs to all schools, support primary preventive services that 
strengthen families and prevent abuse and neglect, and expand access to children’s health and mental 
health services in schools and communities. There is also a critical need for action in the Executive 
Budget to ensure that individuals providing essential services to New Yorkers are compensated at a 
level that permits them to live, work and raise a family in NYC.  
 
A detailed summary of the Preliminary Budget proposals, as well as CCC’s priorities for the Executive 
Budget, are addressed in the following pages: 
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CCC Supports the Following Preliminary Budget Proposals 
 
Child Welfare 
 $11.034 million for child welfare reforms including a training institute and preventive services.  
 
 
Early Education 
 $340 million for pre-k for all four-year olds.  
 $178,000 for enhanced oversight of child care programs (DOHMH).  

 
 
Education  
 $190 million for after-school programs for over 100,000 middle school students. 
 $2.6 million for 9 new School Food sites. 
 $1.1 million for guidance counselors and social workers at Alternative Learning Centers. 
 $655,000 for Literacy Intervention Teams to work with students with dyslexia. 
 $1.1 million to expand the Fatherhood Academy at CUNY. 
 
 
Food and Economic Security 
 $4.1 million for additional staff and administrative support to address the high demand for IDNYC. 
 $6.9 million to modernize SNAP centers and roll-out the Benefits Re-engineering initiative. 
 
 
Health and Mental Health 
 $8.2 million for new community-based health clinics. 
 $749,000 for an annual child health survey, which will enhance the City’s capability to monitor 

and evaluate trends in child health risk factors and outcomes. 
 $1.06 million for a Language Development Campaign, which is a media campaign to encourage. 

parents of young children to talk, read, and sing to their babies to promote brain development. 

 
Housing and Homelessness 
 $2.1 million for employment and after-care services for families receiving LINC 1 (working 

families) rental assistance (HRA). 
 $495,000 for after-care services for families receiving LINC III (domestic violence survivors) 

rental assistance (HRA). 
 $1.4 million to increase the furniture allowance for families moving from shelter to permanent 

housing (HRA). 
 $1.0 million for one-time incentive payments to landlords for participating in LINC programs and 

establishment of an enhanced security fund to reimburse landlords for costs not covered by security 
deposits (HRA). 

 $656,000 for Early Warning Homeless Prevention, which will include outreach and preventive 
services to families and individuals known to HRA who are at risk of entering shelter (HRA). 

 $2.9 million for 79 new staff to provide operational and administrative support for LINC and 
homeless prevention programs (HRA). 

 $4.3 million for the PATH Community-Based Demonstration Project, which will improve 
homeless prevention efforts at family shelter intake (DHS). 
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 $3.1 million for 44 staff to provide operational and administrative support for LINC programs 
(DHS). 

 $342,000 for 5 new staff for the Prevention Team (DHS). 
 $1.9 million for Permanency Specialists who will provide advocacy, support, assistance, oversight 

and training to shelter providers related to housing permanency (DHS). 
 $72.5 million to relieve NYCHA of its obligation to pay for NYPD services (NYPD). 
 
 
Juvenile Justice and Criminal Justice 
 $25.3 million to provide a 1:15 staff ratio and programming for young adult housing areas (youth 

18-21) in Department of Corrections facilities. 
 
 
Youth Services 
 $190 million for over 100,000 middle school students to have after-school programming. 
 $17.6 million to maintain summer programming for 22,000 elementary school students. 
 $3.4 million to maintain the same number of Summer Youth Employment slots at the new 

minimum wage. 
 

CCC Urges the Administration to Address the Following Additional Priorities 
 in the Executive Budget 

While the Preliminary Budget makes important investments for children and families, we urge the 
Administration to make the following investments in the Executive Budget: 
 
Child Welfare 
 Community preventive services that are targeted to act-risk families based on location and need, 

and is provided before there is an allegation of abuse or neglect (primary preventive services). 
 Funding for ACS to better meet the needs of children in foster care and to address the needs of 

youth aging out of foster care (which includes preventing youth from aging out). 
 
Early Childhood Education 
 Increase the EarlyLearn rate to support high quality programs, as well as fixed costs including 

facility and insurance costs. Ensure the rate is sufficient to enable agencies to invest in necessary 
classroom materials and technology. Index rate to inflation. 

 Adequate compensation and benefits for the early childhood workforce. 
 Reduce the parent fee and determine a way to eliminate the parent fee for all 4-year-olds in 

EarlyLearn programs.  
 Expand the capacity of the contracted system for children 0-3. 
 Reconsider the current metrics used for full enrollment. 
 Develop a plan for 4- year-olds to either have access to COMPASS or wrap-around services in 

CBOs so they can have 8-10 hours of care when needed. 
 
Food and Income Security 
 Provide universal free school lunch to all public school students. 
 Make the Breakfast After the Bell/Breakfast in the Classroom pilot program system-wide. 
 Increase funding for emergency food programs. 
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Housing and Homelessness 
 Invest additional resources in NYCHA capital repairs (NYCHA).  
 Provide funding for after-care for LINC II (as there is for LINC 1 and LINC III). Restore funding 

to FY15 level of $1.25 million (HRA).  
 Baseline $2 million to maintain social work staff currently reviewing high-risk families in shelter 

to ensure child safety (DHS).  
 Restore the $5 million the administration invested in anti-eviction legal services in FY15 (HRA). 
 
Health and Mental Health 
 Stabilize funding for school-based health and mental health clinics and then fund additional clinics. 
 
Juvenile Justice 
 Ensure ACS and Probation have the resources they need to implement Raise the Age if it becomes 

State Law. 
 Ensure ACS has the resources it needs for Close to Home. 
 
Youth Services 
 $7.7 million for the 2,300 elementary school after-school slots that are lost by bringing the slots 

currently funded in the negotiated acquisition to the same rate as all other elementary COMPASS 
slots. This funding would include summer programming for these 2,300 children.  

 $5.9 million ($2 million summer and $3.9 million school year) for the 17 sites (1,882 slots) 
currently funded by DOE but slated to be eliminated by DOE when the contracts end on 6/30/15.  

 Increase the rate for elementary school slots and Beacons. 
 Increase the capacity to serve both elementary school students and high-school students. 
 
 

CCC Urges the Administration to Restore the Following City Council Initiatives  
in the Executive Budget 

In the Fiscal Year 2015 Adopted Budget, the City Council both restored funding and added funding for 
initiatives that have been critical for children and families. City Council funding is only for one year 
and thus we urge the Administration to restore and baseline the following in the Executive Budget: 
 
Community Safety and Child Welfare 
 $6.7 million for the Anti-Gun Violence Initiative. 
 $500,000 for child advocacy centers. 
 $600,000 for CONNECT Domestic Violence program. 
 
Early Childhood Education/Child Care 
 $5.0 million for Discretionary Child Care Programs (that did not receive a negotiated acquisition 

extension contract from the Administration). 
 $1.5 million for the Early Literacy Initiative. 
 $10.0 million for Priority 5 child care vouchers for low-income families with school-aged children. 
 $1.5 million for Technical Assistance for Child Care Providers. 
 $210,000 for WHEDCO to train 500 low-income informal child care providers. 
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Education 
 $125,000 for C.H.A.M.P.S. fitness program in 200 middle schools. 
 $400,000 for Chess in the Schools, Inc. 
 $250,000 for Child Mind Institute. 
 $250,000 for community schools. 
 $1.0 million for the Dropout Prevention and Intervention initiative. 
 $1.55 million for Middle School Expanded Learning Time. 
 $825,000 for Small Schools Athletic League. 
 $6.085 million total for Teacher’s Choice (school supplies). 
 $3.5 million total for Urban Advantage. 
 
Food and Economic Security 
 $2.8 million for the Anti-Poverty Initiative. 
 $250,000 total for the EITC Assistance Program. 
 $335,000 for EBTs at Farmers’ Markets. 
 $60,000 to expand low income farmers’ markets. 
 $250,000 for Emergency Food Programs/food pantries. 
 $1.32 million for food pantries. 
 $148,000 for SCO Family of Services/Center for Family Life Worker Cooperatives. 
 $1.2 million for Worker Cooperative Business Development Initiative. 
 
Health and Mental Health 
 $150,000 for the Callen Lorde Community Health Center. 
 $300,000 for the Infant Mortality Reduction Initiative. 
 $690,000 for Autism Awareness. 
 $200,000 for Mental Health Services for Children Under 5 initiative. 
 $50,000 for Samaritans of New York Suicide Prevention Services. 
 
Juvenile Justice 
 $250,000 for Vera Adolescent Portable Therapy Program. 
 $4.1 million for Alternatives to Incarceration Programs. 
 $400,000 for the Center for Court Innovation. 
 $1.0 million for Court-Involved Youth Mental Health Initiative. 
 $1.0 million for the Juvenile Robbery Intervention Program. 
 
Housing and Homelessness 
 $500,000 for the Citywide Homeless Prevention Fund. 
 $550,000 for the Citywide Task Force on Housing Court/Housing Court Answers. 
 $2.0 million total for the Housing Preservation Initiative. 
 $1.1 million total for Community Consultants. 
 $750,000 for the Mortgage Foreclosure Prevention Initiative. 
 $750,000 for the HPD Alternative Enforcement Program (AEP) to identify 200 most distressed 

multiple dwelling and make repairs. 
 $1.0 million for Stabilizing NYC, a citywide coalition to prevent the loss of affordable housing. 
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 $17.1 million for NYCHA community and senior centers (24 community centers and 33 senior 
centers.  

 
Legal Services 
 $5.0 million total for Anti-eviction Legal Services.  
 $3.75 million for Citywide Civil Legal Services. 
 $485,000 for LIFT. 
 $1.525 million total for Legal Services for the Working Poor. 
 $1 million for the Unemployment Insurance/SSI Advocacy Project. 
 
Youth Services 
 $7.1 million for Cultural After-School Adventure (CASA). 
  $400,000 for Big Brothers Big Sisters. 
 $15.2 million to add 10,640 Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) slots. 
 $800,000 for New York Junior Tennis League. 
 $750,000 for NYC Digital Inclusion and Literacy Initiative to address disparities in internet access. 
 $1 million for Sports and Arts in School Foundation. 
 $1.0 million for Sports Training and Rolemodels for Success Initiative (STARS).  
 $3.0 million for The After Three Corporation (TASC). 
 $350,000 for the YMCA After-school program. 
 $2.1 million for the NYC Youth Build. 

 


