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CENSUS 101

 Done every 10 years to count every person living in the U.S. as required by the Constitution 

 Apportionment for House of Representatives 

 Distribution of federal funds 

 Redistricting of congressional and state legislative districts 

 Not to be confused with the American Community Survey

 How CCC uses this information 
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THE UNDERCOUNT OF CHILDREN IN THE CENSUS
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CHILDREN, PARTICULARLY THOSE UNDER 5, HAVE THE HIGHEST NET 
UNDERCOUNT OF ANY OTHER AGE GROUP IN THE CENSUS
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SINCE 1980, THE NET UNDERCOUNT OF YOUNG CHILDREN IN THE CENSUS 
HAS WORSENED WHILE THE COVERAGE OF ADULTS HAS IMPROVED 
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Source: O'Hare, William P. The undercount of young children in the US Decennial Census. Chapter 4. Springer International Publishing, 2015.



YOUNG CHILDREN ARE MORE LIKELY THAN OTHER AGE GROUPS TO 
LIVE IN:

 Large households

 Communities with high poverty

 Families that frequently move around or live in rental housings

 Multigenerational families or in homes where the head of household is not a parent

 Households where nobody responds to the census
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Retrieved from: Census 101 and The Young Child Undercount: Issues, Resources, Next Steps (Webinar) – William O’Hare & Corrine Yu. 05012018. 



OTHER REASONS YOUNG CHILDREN ARE MISSED IN THE CENSUS

 Children living in complex households are more likely to be missed

 Children other than biological or adopted children are more likely to be left off the 
census questionnaire 
 “Usual Place of Residence” concept used by Census Bureau may not apply to some children

 Some respondents may not want to report their child to the government 
 4.1 million children under 18 live with at least one undocumented parent.1

 5.9 children live with an undocumented family member. 2

 Some respondents do not think the Census Bureau wants children included
 General misinformation about the Census

1A Profile of U.S. Children with Unauthorized Immigrant Parents, Migration Policy Institute 
2 Keeping Families Together, Center for American Progress and Center for the Study of Immigrant Integration
Retrieved from: Census 101 and The Young Child Undercount: Issues, Resources, Next Steps (Webinar) – William 
O’Hare & Corrine Yu. 05012018. 



WHERE ARE CHILDREN UNDERCOUNTED? 

https://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/
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WHAT’S THE COST OF AN UNDERCOUNT? 

An accurate count is critical to the amount of funding communities receive for programs that serve children and 
their families. It is estimated that NYS receives 6.7 billion dollars annually for such programs that include: 

 State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) - provides subsidized insurance to children of 
the working poor

 Special Education Grants (IDEA) – provides grants to states to assist them in ensuring a free public 
education environment that allows children with disabilities to thrive

 Head Start – provides grants to local public and private nonprofit and for profit agencies to provide child 
development services to economically disadvantaged children

 Foster Care – helps to provide safe and stable out-of-home care for children

 Child Care and Development Fund – assists low-income families, families receiving temporary public 
assistance, and those transitioning from public assistance in obtaining child care
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Source:  Why are Children Missed in the Census? – New York State Council on Children and Families. 
(https://www.ccf.ny.gov/files/6115/2907/6682/Why_are_Children_Missed_in_the_Census_Info_Sheet.pdf) 



16 LARGEST FEDERAL PROGRAMS THAT DISTRIBUTE 
FUNDS ON THE BASIS OF DECENNIAL CENSUS-DERIVED 
STATISTICS

 8 out of 16 of the largest 
federal programs that 
use census data for 
distributing funds, are 
focused on children and 
families

 Children make up a 
disproportionately large 
share of Medicaid and 
SNAP 
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THE 2020 CENSUS
FURTHER DIFFICULTIES 
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THE 2020 CENSUS 

 Digital

 2020 Census will be the first to use the internet as the primary and preferred means of collecting data 

 Administrative Records
 2020 Census will verify address data through administrative records 

 2020 Census will reduce enumerator-visits by half 

 Citizenship Question

 2020 Census may have a question about citizenship status for the first time since 1950

 Funding 
 NYS has not allocated any funding to Community Based Organizations for Census outreach 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN MORE 13



 A broad-based, statewide coalition composed of 
racial, ethnic, immigrant, religious, health, 
education, labor, housing, social services, and 
business groups working in partnership with state 
and local government officials. Our aim is to 
ensure that New Yorkers across the state -
particularly marginalized communities in hard-to-
count districts – can fully maximize their 
participation in the 2020 Census.

 Convening of organizations 

 Citizenship Question efforts

 Funding efforts

NEW YORK 
COUNTS 2020 

https://www.newyorkcounts2020.org/
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CITIZENSHIP QUESTION 

 Trump announced his intention to reinstate a citizenship 
question on the 2020 census

 13.7% of the U.S. population and 37% of NY’s population are 
foreign born1

 Since then, several states and cities including New York have 
filed lawsuits to get the question removed to preserve a fair 
and accurate census 

 NYCounts2020 has been closely monitoring the New York 
Attorney General and ACLU trial challenging the citizenship 
question on the 2020 census 

 Closing arguments were yesterday (11/27) 
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1U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Summary Table B05003



FUND $40M FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS TO GET OUT THE COUNT 
FOR CENSUS 2020! 

 The New York State Legislature will soon engage in budget negotiations for FY 2019-
2020. In order to maximize participation and avoid an undercount in 2020, the New 
York community-based organizations need funding to step up their outreach and 
education to ensure every New Yorker knows the importance of filling out the 
Census. 

 Because of their earned trust and cultural and language competence, community groups are 
uniquely positioned to reach the hardest-to-count areas. They also can encourage the critical 
institutions they have strong relationships with, like hospitals and schools, to ensure more New 
Yorkers are included in the count.
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WORK FOR THE 2020 CENSUS 

 Census Career Site: https://2020census.gov/jobs

 Allows applicants to apply for a range of positions, including recruiting assistants, office operations 
supervisors, clerks, census field supervisors and census takers. The positions will be located across 248 Area 
Census Offices nationwide and offer flexible work hours, including daytime, evenings and weekends.

 For more information, contact 1-855-JOB-2020

 NYS Employment Opportunities: https://www.census.gov/about/regions/new-
york/jobs/all.html

 Through USAJOBS.gov 17



OTHER DATES COMING UP

 February 6th, 2019 – CCC’s Census Policy Briefing

 March 5th, 2019 – NYCounts2020’s Census Lobby Day 
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

 The census is a civic duty that’s critical to our democracy 

 An undercount of children has tangible consequences such as decreased funding to programs 
that support children and families, and flawed data to inform research

 NYCounts2020 is doing a lot of mobilizing around the census throughout 2019 until Census 
day – there will be various calls to action.

 CCC will keep you informed. 

 Being aware and prepared about the census can help others. 

 Spread the word! 
@CCCNewYork
#NewYorkCounts2020
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