COVID-19 in New York City:
Understanding the Hardest Hit Communities
Recent data from the New York State and New York City Departments of Health bring into clearer focus
the demographic groups and communities disproportionality testing positive for COVID-19. These
hardest hit communities, those with the highest rates of patients testing positive for COVID-19, are also
those deserving of greater attention and investment long before the current crisis because of high rates
poverty of limited English Proficiency, what may be barriers to accessing services in generally and
especially during a crisis. Some are also at greater risk of exposure because of residents are more likely
to live in overcrowded housing or work in industries at greater risk of exposure, such as food service or
health care.

NYC DOHMH Map of Cases with Positive COVID -19 Tests as of April 9th, 2020

Retrieved from https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-data-map-04092020-1.pdf

Data for all maps and figures below available at data.cccnework.org
Several Neighborhoods with Highest Share of Positive COVID-19 Cases Have High Poverty
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Neighborhoods with Highest Share of Positive Tests are Predominantly Latino or Black
Demographic data show that more than residents these communities with the highest rates of positive
cases are predominately Latino and/or Black: more than half of residents in West Queens are Latino,
and more than half of residents in Southeast Queens are Black. Preliminary data on fatalities also show a
deaths from COVID-19 among Hispanic (34%) and Black (28%) patients are disproportionate to their
share of the total population (29% and 22%, respectively).
Share of Total Population: Latino

Share of Total Population: Black
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Residents in These Areas More Likely to Work in Industries with Higher Risk of Exposure
Residents in these areas are also more likely to work in industries with a higher risk of exposure to the
virus, such as food service and health care workers. For example, about one in five residents in West
Queens (comprised of Jackson Heights Q03 and Elmhurst/Corona Q04) work in Hospitality,
Accommodations, and Restaurants; and about one in five residents in Southeast Queens (Jamaica St.
Albans Q12 and Queens Village Q13) work in Health Care.

Exposure May Also be Higher Due to Overcrowded Housing Conditions
Overcrowded housing conditions may also increase risk of exposure to the virus, and several
communities where rates of positive COVID-19 cases occur also have higher rates of
overcrowded rental housing, meaning there is more than one person per room. This is
particularly true in West Queens (i.e., Jackson Heights, Q03; and Elmhurst/Corona, Q04) and
Borough Park.
Share of Rental Units that are Overcrowded
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Limited English Proficiency may Be a Barrier for Residents in the Hardest Hit Communities
Some areas of the city with high shares of positive case also have higher share of households where no
one over five years of age speaks English “very well”, such as West Queens (i.e., Jackson Heights, Q03;
and Elmhurst/Corona, Q04), Borough Park (K12), and Bronx Park and Fordham (i.e., Bedford Park, B07)
Share of Households with Limited English Proficiency

Adults without Health Insurance
In several of the communities with the highest rates of positive COVID-19 tests, a large share of the
adult population are without Health Insurance
Adults without Health Insurance in Communities with High Rates of Positive COVID-19 Tests
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Children in Communities with High Rates of Positive COVID-19 Tests
Although illness and deaths related to COVID-19 occurs primarily among adults, thousands of children
will experience the loss of a family member.
Children (0-17 years of age) in Communities with High Rates of Positive COVID-19 Tests

Communities with Higher Shares of Children in Households Headed by a Grandparent or
Single Parent
Prior to the COVID-19 crisis, the median income of households with children headed by a grandparent or
single parent were already lower than households with children headed by a married couple. With the
higher risk of fatality from COVID-19 among older adults and the greater economic precarity of single
parent families, especially those headed by women, children in these households are at greater risk of
economic insecurity due to coronavirus-related death or job loss. In several neighborhoods across the
city, including several communities hardest hit by the pandemic, about two-thirds of households with
children are headed by grandparents or single parents.
Single Parent HHs
57.7%

Grandparents HHs
10.9%

Hunts Point(B02)
Morrisania(B03)
East Tremont(B06)
University Heights(B05)
Brownsville(K16)
East Harlem(M11)

57.7%
58.6%
58.6%
57.1%
54.8%
51.3%

10.9%
9.4%
9.4%
10.3%
11.6%
11.8%

68.6%
68.0%
68.0%
67.4%
66.4%
63.1%

Concourse/Highbridge(B04)
Central Harlem(M10)
East New York(K05)
East Flatbush(K17)
Bushwick(K04)
Bedford Park(B07)

51.2%
47.0%
43.9%
42.8%
44.4%
48.0%

10.0%
12.7%
15.6%
16.4%
14.3%
10.2%

61.2%
59.7%
59.5%
59.2%
58.7%
58.2%

Mott Haven(B01)
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Combined
68.6%

Share of Households with Children Headed by a Grandparent

Share of Households with Children Headed by a Single Parent
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Median Income of Households with Children
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