
Concerns Related to the 2015 Emens Outstanding Senior Award

Members of the University Community:

Recently, much conversation has ensued in small forums, meetings, and on social
media regarding the recent selection of the John R. Emens Outstanding Senior Award.
Significant focus has been upon a perceived diversity issue related to the recipient's
past comments two years ago related to her previous ownership of a Confederate
battle flag. Concerns related to the university's commitment to diversity and racial
equality have been raised.

It is important to state that the Selection Committee, in no manner, viewed this
selection as a statement or position in opposition to a university community
committed to diversity and racial equality, but a decision to honor a student's
university record of significant achievement. The recipient has apologized for any
offense she may have caused two years ago and has recently reflected on the personal
growth she has experienced — primarily from her relationships at Ball State with many
friends of diverse backgrounds. This, in itself, reflects the transforming impact of our
university community on personal growth.

However, given the recent conversations taking place across campus, we are listening
to the conversation and engaging with students on the issue surrounding the
selection of the John R. Emens Outstanding Senior Award. The award has been
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presented for the last 47 years to a graduating senior for their service to the
university. We do understand this year's selection has sparked important
conversations beyond simply this year's recipient.

Therefore, we support and encourage our community to participate in a workshop
next Tuesday evening at the Student Center, rooms 301-302, sponsored by our
students to discuss campus diversity. There will be two sessions, one from 5-6:30
p.m., and another from 7-8:30 p.m. Also, as we reflect on the questions and
conversations on campus, it is time for us to review the selection processes for not
only the Emens Award, but all institutional student awards.

The purpose of higher education is the ability to learn and grow as individuals. It is
our hope that students, and all others that are part of our educational community, are
genuinely transformed as a result of the education they receive and their time at Ball
State University.

Let's continue to work toward that end, together.
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