
Writing and 
Publishing Toolbox



No one is a bigger fan of lists than me, so I thought I’d provide you with a 
list of writing and publishing tools to help you along in your book-writing 
journey. Below you’ll find tools and software recommendations for 

everything from Word Processors to Editors to International Publishing. 

While I haven’t personally used all of these tools, many of them have been 
recommended to me by my peers and other industry experts, and all of 
them are extremely useful. Please refer to this list throughout the course 

and use what you need from lesson to lesson.



Book Writing 
Software

Free

The applications in this section are meant to help you get your book written. I still 
highly recommend you use the pen (or pencil) and paper method during your “mental 
dump” phase, but when it comes to getting your words into a manuscript, these tools 
can be invaluable. Some are free, some are paid. Some are just word processors and 
some will help you format your book as you type. The choice is yours.

This is one of my favorite writing tools. It’s a simple word processing tool 
that is completely online and accessible through all my devices, but also 
to anyone I want to collaborate with. It’s simple and easy to use, but you 
need to make sure you have an Internet connection.

Google Docs

This is Apple’s free word processing application for all Mac users. It’s a 
powerful application that is loaded with gorgeous templates, including 
an ePub template that will help you format all aspects of your book.

Pages

FocusWriter is a distraction-free word processor specifically designed to 
help creative writers put their ideas to paper (or screen). It's not intended 
for the second and third drafts, when sections need to be moved or cut, 
paragraphs refined and chapters cross-referenced.

FocusWriter

Word Processors
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https://www.google.com/docs/about/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pages/id409201541?mt=12&ls=1&v0=www-us-mac-pages-app-pages
https://gottcode.org/focuswriter/


LibreOffice is an offshoot of the OpenOffice project, and was developed 
by a team of enthusiastic coders who deliver regular updates and new 
features to ensure it keeps pace with premium office software.

LibreOffice

Book-Writing-Specific Software

Part of the Microsoft Office package, Word can also be purchased as a 
standalone product. Hopefully you already have this application, but if 
you don’t and you don’t know what it is, Microsoft Word is one of the 
most powerful word processors on the market and has been an industry 
standard (in nearly every industry) for well over a decade. I highly 
recommend it.

Microsoft Word - $109.99
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What makes Ommwriter unique amongst the writing software packages 
is the addition of music and a calming, and simple, environment - right 
on your desktop. You download the package to your computer, which 
means you can disconnect and work offline. You can choose from seven 
meditative tracks, carefully chosen to keep your focus, as well a selection 
of relaxing colored backgrounds.

Ommwriter - $6.90

Sigil is a free, open-source software for creating e-books that can 
produce simple or more complicated formatting for your digital book. 
It’s somewhat of a “techie” option, but if you want to format your own 
books, then you’ll love Sigil.

Sigil Ebook

Paid
Word Processors

https://www.libreoffice.org/
https://sigil-ebook.com/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/store/d/word-2016/cfq7ttc0k5d7
https://ommwriter.com/


Book Writing Specific Software

One of the top-rated applications for both professional and amateur 
authors, Scrivener allows you to approach book writing like you would 
on your desk, but contained in an easy-to-use application. You can 
down-dump, mindmap, gather and organize your research, take notes 
on your book and always keep a visual tab open on the development of 
your book, with its chapter sidebar and outline screen visible.

Scrivener - $45

FastPencil is one of the best collaborative book-writing softwares on the 
market. Through their software, you have access to like-minded authors, 
reviewers, and editors who can help you create the best book possible. 
You also have an all-in-one publishing solution for both print books and 
eBooks.

As you know, I dictate all of my books when I am going through the writing process. 
I used to use an older dictaphone, but now I use a Zoom H4n. It’s not the simplest 
device to use, but it is the most reliable and, since I record about four books a year, 
I have to have no doubt that I won’t lose anything I record. If you go this route, I 
suggest a small stand and a fast SD card. If you’d prefer to use something simpler, 
check out the other options below.

FastPencil - See Pricing Options

Zoom H4n - $215.95 - Amazon Link

Yemenren - $29.99 - Amazon Link

Olympus VN721PC - $32.15 - Amazon Link

Voice Recorders

3Writing and Publishing Toolbox

https://www.literatureandlatte.com/scrivener.php
https://www.fastpencil.com/
https://www.fastpencil.com/pricing/
http://amzn.to/2uBjSAh
http://amzn.to/2h5UuOe
http://amzn.to/2uBmKNw
http://amzn.to/2uBnd22
http://amzn.to/2h67Gm4


If you do record your book content, you’ll want to use one of the services below to 
get it transcribed.

Rev.com

This is my favorite because it is the most reliable. This sort of reliability 
comes at a price, but I know exactly how long it’s going to take and how 
much I’m going to pay.

Editorial Freelancers Association

The EFA is comprised of editors, writers, proofreaders and a whole lot 
more. They give you the ability to post a job description on their site that 
will go out to their hundreds of members. Price is dictated by the person 
you end up working with, so make sure to ask up front.

Book Editing Associates

Similar to the EFA, Book Editing Associates is made up of a variety of 
professionals in the book-writing field. However, you are submitting your 
work directly to a team of people who work specifically for the Book Writing 
Associates. Quotes will be given once they look through your request.

Transcription Hub

Transcription Hub is another great service that is simple and straightforward 
to use.

Transcription Services

Once you finish the first few drafts of your book, you’ll want to look through these 
databases to find a professional editor to help you put the finishing touches on your 
book.

Editors
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https://www.rev.com/
http://www.transcriptionhub.com/
http://the-efa.org/
http://www.book-editing.com/


• Standout Book

o Standout Book is an online service that will provide you will a lot of

person-to-person resources, including editing. They charge anywhere from

$0.02 - $0.06 per word with a $200 minimum, so make sure you are

absolutely ready for their service if you decide to go with them.

Literary Agents 
As you know by now, if you want to publish your book, you'll want to contact a 

literary agent. Use the literary agent databases below to find an agent that represents 

the type of book you're writing. 

US Specific Databases 

• Poets & Writers

° Founded in 1970, Poets & Writers is the nation's largest nonprofit organization 

serving creative writers. Their literary agents list includes agents and literary 

agencies that represent poets, fiction writers, and creative nonfiction writers, 

plus details about the kind of books they're interested in representing, their 

clients, and the best way to contact them. 

• Publishers Marketplace

o Built on the foundation of Publishers Lunch, the largest book publishing 

industry publication in the world, Publishers Marketplace can help you find 

the right literary agent for your specific book.

• AgentQuery

o AgentQuery claims to offer one of the largest searchable databases of literary 

agents on the web. It's free to use, so there is no excuse not to find what 

you're looking for. 

https://www.standoutbooks.com/service-category/editing-services/
https://www.pw.org/literary_agents
https://www.publishersmarketplace.com/
http://agentquery.com/


United States
Canada
United Kingdom
Australia
Germany
China

Brazil
Italy
France
Israel
Spain

International Publishing

LitRejections.com

United Kingdom
United States
Australia

Publishers from 52 different countries

Canada
European Union

Doollee.com

Wikipedia.org

Russian Literary Agents

RobinMizell

The following are different blogs and databases with literary agencies from around 
the world. If you can’t find what you’re looking for in your specific country, a simple 
Google search can prove extremely helpful. If you are still having trouble, feel free to 
reach out to my support team by emailing support@briantracy.com.
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mailto:support@briantracy.com
http://www.litrejections.com/agency-database/#
http://www.doollee.com/Main%20Pages/1Agents.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Book_publishing_companies_by_country
https://robinmizell.wordpress.com/2014/12/11/literary-agencies-located-in-russia/



