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ATSSA to Sponsor Forum to Explore Data Analysis/Infrastructure 

Safety Connectivity With Goal to Move Toward Zero Deaths 
 

Fredericksburg, Va. (October 12, 2016) -- The ATSSA Board of Directors has approved 
an effort to gauge industry support for developing a new road safety data forum. The 
initiative targets companies, agencies, authorities and organizations involved in the 
collection, storage and analysis of crash and roadway infrastructure safety data. An 
Open Forum discussion is being planned in conjunction with ATSSA’s 47th Annual 
Convention & Traffic Expo at the Phoenix Convention Center, Feb. 10-14, 2017. 
Participants need not be ATSSA members to attend the initial discussion forum. 
 
During the Open Forum, attendees will receive detailed briefings on two new US 
Department of Transportation safety data initiatives, a presentation discussing the 
current impact of enhanced road safety data in developing state-level strategic highway 
safety plans and a final presentation examining the role of data in better understanding 
the impact of connected automated vehicles (CAVs) on future infrastructure planning. At 
the end of these presentations, participants will have an opportunity to share their 
thoughts on the proposed data forum. 
 
The important role of crash and infrastructure data analysis in the roadway safety 
industry cannot be overstated.  Congress, for example, requires that states develop 
“data-driven” strategic highway safety plans prior to allocating projects authorized under 
the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP). Recent developments in automated 
vehicle technologies stretch our understanding of how new machine technologies 
interface with signs, pavement markings, signals and work zone devices. Improved 
roadway infrastructure and crash data will be invaluable in better understanding the 
needs of CAVs as part of strategic planning and asset management processes.   
 
The analytics derived from improved infrastructure and crash data collection will 
eventually result in updates to key documents used to justify road safety investments. 
These documents include Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Crash Modification 
Factors (CMF), the FHWA Interactive Highway Safety Design Model (IHSDM), and the 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials’ Highway Safety 
Manual. 
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The emerging road safety data industry is comprised of companies that supply crash 
documentation systems and digital infrastructure capture and assessment technologies 
(LiDAR, Photogrammetry, GPS, Retroreflectometers, Friction Testers, etc.), data 
storage and analytics software (GIS, Asset Management), and traffic management data 
collection and analysis, including for pedestrians and bicyclists. A number of these 
same technologies are incorporated into CAV systems as part of enhanced guidance 
and braking systems. Developing synergies between CAV and infrastructure 
assessment technologies should provide a clearer picture regarding how to systemically 
improve roadway safety.  At present, there is no industry forum that focuses on 
infrastructure safety data for the discussion of agency needs and exchange of 
information with private sector providers.  

 
While law enforcement is the primary collector of crash data, engineering and consulting 
firms are often tasked with the collection and processing of digital infrastructure data for 
use by transportation agencies. Once the data is brought together, agency staff and 
private sector analysts review the data as part of the planning process. Determinations 
on which data sets are collected and used may have significant impacts on how plans 
are developed and implemented.  

 
Interested private sector companies, associations, state and local agencies, 
metropolitan planning organizations, bridge, toll and turnpike authorities, and non-profit 
entities and educational institutions should email safetydataplanning@atssa.com to be 
placed on an email list for more information regarding the upcoming Open Forum. 
 
ATSSA’s core purpose is to advance roadway safety.  ATSSA represents the roadway 
safety industry with effective legislative advocacy and a far-reaching member 
partnership.  The association also leads the nation in work zone safety training and 
education for roadway workers across the country.  ATSSA members accomplish the 
advancement of roadway safety through the design, manufacture, and installation of 
road safety and traffic control devices. Visit www.atssa.com to learn more. 
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