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A Belmont man who died when his car crashed at the end of the 
Laconia Bypass after a police chase on Oct. 28 was going close to 
twice the speed limit when the chase began, police said Monday. 
 
Steven Price, a fiberglass specialist from Belmont, suffered critical 
injuries in a car accident during the lunch break of his trial on rape 
charges.  
 
He left a Belknap County Superior courtroom at the 11:30 a.m. break, 
his lawyer said, and never returned. 
 
Just before 1 p.m., his car sped off the end of the bypass in Gilford 
after a brief chase by Belmont police along Route 106.  
 
He was declared dead at Lakes Region General Hospital in Laconia 
soon after. 
 
Belmont Police Lt. Rich Mann said town police clocked his car, a 2005 
Ford Focus, in the highway’s northbound lane at 63 miles per hour in 
a work zone, he said, while “the speed of the traffic at that time was 
35-40 miles per hour.” Work zones along state highways often have 
reduced speed limits and higher penalties for speeding in them. 
 
When police tried to stop Price to charge him with speeding, “he 
continued to drive recklessly, passing traffic using the oncoming lane 
of travel on a blind curve, Mann said. 
 
“His refusal to stop for police ended when he crashed in Gilford,” he 
said. 
 



Belmont police ceased their high-speed chase of Price as he left their 
town. When he was next seen by Gilford police, Price had just 
crashed. 
 
“I have no idea how fast Mr. Price was going,” Gilford Police Chief 
Anthony Bean Burpee said. “No Gilford officers were party to 
anything other than responding to the crash scene once the matter 
had ended.” 
 
Court officials and lawyers in the courtroom proceeded with their 
closing arguments in Price’s case until about 2:45 p.m., when police 
notified them he had died. 


