
Georgia ATSSA Chapter Minutes 
Meeting September 25, 2014 

Legacy Lodge Conference Center / Lake Lanier GA 

 

 

President, Tim Bradley called the meeting to order at 10:00 am and welcomed everyone. Pam 
Kellett confirmed there was a quorum present. 

Self Introductions were made and the minutes from the September 2013 meeting were 
approved. 

Glen Black, our Chapter’s Treasurer, reported a balance of $12,220.41.   

Out guest speakers were Harris Blackwell, from the Georgia Governor’s Office of Highway Safety 
and Binh Bui, the Georgia DOT Research Implementation Manager.   

Harris Blackwell was appointed to his office by Governor Deal in 2011.  The office of Highway 
Safety focuses on driver’s behavior.  In the year 2005, there were 1,745 deaths on Georgia roads; 
in 2013 the deaths had reduced to 1,086.  Mr. Blackwell pointed out the 50% of fatalities on 
Georgia roads involved seat belts or unbelted passengers.  Georgia is now training officers to 
recognize “drugged driving.”   His office instituted a panel of teenagers for their input on 
improving statistics involving that age group.  The panel pointed out there is nothing in the 
driver’s manual addressing “texting while driving”.  Also, when teenager’s a fined, their parents 
often pay the fines, therefore resulting in no punishment for the teen. 

Binh Bui, of the Georgia DOT, is involved with a Federal Highway program called “Every Day 
Counts” or EDC.  There are 10 EDC initiatives.  The first is “High Friction Surface Treatment.  
He is working with Georgia Tech to identify which part of the curve to place the HFST. Another 
imitative is for programmatic agreements, such as environment and historical significance of a 
project.   

 Tim Bradley provided us with an update from our Board of Directors Meeting.  Steve Hayes is 
Chairman, John Craig and Jon Corbin are also appointed to the Board.  The Board approved 
Glen Black as Treasurer and Pam Kellett as Secretary. 

Steve Hayes provided us with an update on our Tax Filing.  We will receive 501C6, which is a 
non-profit status once all of our back taxes have been filed.  We have hired a CPA firm to assist 
in this.  The cost will be $500 / year to keep our records.   

Tim Bradley announced that we were able to fund 2 scholarships last year from our 2013 Golf 
Outing.  We are the first chapter to be able to do this. He also updated the Chapter on the listing 
of our Committees.  Dave Evans motioned that we start a Meeting Committee.  This committee 
would be involved in procuring speakers.  Steve Holmes seconded it.  Tim Paulino and Jon 
Corbin will serve as co-Chairs of  this committee with Tim Bradley, Dave Evans and Steve Hayes 
also on the committee.  We will also have a Social Committee.  Tim Bradley will Chair with Ryan 
Shirley, Ben Cohen, Barry DeLever and Tim Paulino serving on this committee also.   

Changes were made to the following committees. 



 Steve Hayes of Trinity was added to the Temporary Traffic Control.  Steve Holmes noted 
that a TTC meeting will be held later this year.   

 Tom Wood of Sherwin Williams, Greg Driscoll of Professional Pavement Products were 
added to the Pavement Marking Committee. 

 Dave Evans of Traffix Devices will Chair the Guardrail Committee.   

Richard Douds of the Georgia DOT asked if our Chapter would be interested in meeting at the 
GDOT Material Research Lab in Forest Park to discuss Specs with various Department Heads of 
GDOT.  We think it will probably be late this year or early next year before we can hold this 
meeting.   

Nate Smith, Director of ATSSA’s Government Relations, provided us with an update of his 
department.  Robby Wehagen is now the Associate Director and Dana Lange is the assistant.  
The Transportation Bill has been extended thru May of 2015.  He asked that we contact our 
Legislative Representatives to encourage them to pursue a Long Term Bill (at least 6 years) and 
find alternate form of funding.  Some of the options that have been discussed are increase of gas 
tax, bonding options, royalties on oil and gas.   

Nate pointed out that Georgia will have new representation in Congress and that we should start 
out Day 1 in talking to those members about a new highway bill.   

Bob Felt, our new liaison with National ATSSA, spoke to us.  He asked for ideas on webinars.  
Bob advised us that in the near future a crashed TMA will not count as a reportable crash.  Also, 
he told us that a Public Agency may now have 6 to 25 members in ATSSA for $370 / year.  Rick 
Douds told us that right now GDOT has 3 members which cost $270 / year. 

Our next meeting date will be announced at a later time. 

A motion was made to adjourn by Glenn Black and seconded by John Corbin.   

Submitted by Pam Kellett 


