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Electronic message boards erected by the Illinois Department of 
Transportation in the Effingham area remain dark due to the stalled 
state budget, officials said. 

Put up in November 2015, the signs are supposed to alert motorists to 
traffic and weather-related conditions, Amber Alerts, and public 
service messages. The message boards were expected to be in 
operation in the spring 2016. 

Now, the program is anticipated to be working in the spring 2017. 

All four quadrants that bring traffic into Effingham and at the state 
line from Indiana to Illinois, are expected to have functioning message 
boards on Interstate 70 and U.S. 50. The message boards will have 
cameras to provide real-time communication for the traveling public, 
linked to IDOT's communication center. 

An Effingham official said Wednesday the city is ready for the 
equipment to be in operation. 

Chris Smith, interim operations engineer for IDOT, said budget issues 
from last fiscal year has delayed the project. He said IDOT workers 
are responsible for inspecting the work to be sure it goes according 
to plan and meets all specifications. 

Smith said work yet to come before this spring includes data and 
electrical cable splicing and an inspection. Bodine Electric of Decatur 
is the contractor. The signs are made by Daktronics. 

A spokesman for Bodine said the project stalled out for several 
months over the budget problems, but work is proceeding now. IDOT 
has some internal work to be done, as well. 



City officials were eager to see this project come to fruition last fall, in 
preparation for 2016 winter traffic problems. In any situation, cameras 
on the roadway will allow dispatchers access to IDOT's message 
board and see the traffic flow in order to get emergency personnel to 
the scene more efficiently. 

“Our telecommunicators will be able to see the traffic flow,” said 
Effingham Fire Chief Joe Holomy. “Our equipment is already in the 
dispatch center.” 

Holomy said sometimes callers get confused and transmit incorrect 
information or directions, but once these cameras are online the 
telecommunicators will be able to see exactly where the problem is 
located. 

“We are just waiting on the official word from IDOT,” said Holomy. 

The $2.6 million project includes fiber optic lines, cameras and 
monitors, according to state officials. 

Six permanent message boards are scheduled to be installed in 
District 7 and will be funded through the Intelligent Transportation 
System. The program is supported by state and federal government, 
Smith said. 

District 7 area includes Effingham, Shelby, Cumberland, Fayette, 
Jasper, Crawford, Coles and Moultrie counties. 

Messages like “Click it, or Ticket,” and “Accident Ahead,” and 
“Amber Alert” might be examples of what could be put on the new 
signs. 

“If there's a wreck or if we have to close a road, it will be put on the 
boards,” said Smith. 

The locations of the changeable message boards are along Interstate 
57 North of Neoga and South of Watson; along Interstate 70 West of 
Altamont and East of Montrose; I-70 westbound near Terre Haute and 
U.S. 50 near Lawrenceville. 

 


