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OPENING GENERAL SESSION 
ATSSA'S 43RD ANNUAL CONVENTION 

 
Remarks by Chairman Doug Danko, February 24, 2013 
 
Good morning everyone, and welcome to San Diego and to ATSSA's 43rd Annual 
Convention and Traffic Expo. 
 
It's great to see all of you here in this wonderful city. 
 
Most of you have traveled far to be here today, and I can assure you - your friends, 
colleagues and business associates appreciate that you did.  
 
We've come together once again as an association to show the industry how the very 
best of the best - you, our ATSSA members - advance roadway safety through the 
products and services that each of you develop, manufacture, sell and install. 
 
But, before I begin this morning, I want to thank those of you who participated in 
Friday's A-T-S-S Foundation golf tournament and sporting clays event. 
 
Both of those events were great fun, but more importantly, your participation in those 
events contributed directly to the Foundation. 
As you know, your Foundation provides financial assistance to the children of roadway 
workers killed or permanently injured in work zones through educational scholarships 
and has several other programs designed to raise awareness of roadway safety across 
the country. 
 
Foundation President Sue Reiss will deliver the Foundation Report later this morning 
and will share with you some of those wonderful programs which would not be possible 
without your generous support. 
 
Also later this morning, an ATSSA Opening General Session tradition continues, as we 
give away ten thousand dollars in cash to six lucky winners here in our audience. 
 
There's only one catch - you have to be present when your name is called. 
 
Throughout the course of the Opening General Session this morning, five names will be 
drawn - each of them a one thousand dollar winner.  
 
Then, at the conclusion of this session, right before the grand opening of Traffic Expo, a 
sixth name will be drawn for the grand prize of five thousand dollars. 
Again, you have to be present to win, so please don't go anywhere. 
 
I'll be asking Chairman-Elect Scott Seeley to assist me on stage for all of the drawings 
this morning. 
 
When your name is called please raise your hand and remain at your seat. 
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An ATSSA staff member will bring to you your winning receipt. 
At the conclusion of today's opening general session all cash winners are invited to join 
me on stage for an official cash prize winner photo. 
 
Scott, please join me on stage now and let's show the audience how this works. 
 
(Cash Drawing) 
 
Looking back at 2012, and looking ahead in this New Year, I think we can all agree that 
there is much to be thankful for. 
 
This includes our families, our businesses and the camaraderie that we enjoy with each 
other as ATSSA members - not just at Traffic Expo - but throughout the year. 
 
Your association continues to grow and evolve mainly because of ATSSA members' 
involvement in committees, chapters and in volunteer positions within the association. 
 
Our Membership Director - Dan Williams - wrote an excellent article that was published 
in the latest issue of the ATSSA Signal magazine titled, “The Value of an ATSSA 
Membership.” 
 
In that article, Dan wrote, “the value of a membership is determined and limited only by 
each member's own expectations, and in many ways, the amount of effort each member 
uses, to make those expectations a reality.” 
 
Well - I can tell you - we have some very, very active ATSSA members, each 
determined to make the very best of this association. 
 
Right now, there are 21 active ATSSA Chapters across the country. 
That's an all-time record number, and plans are underway to form even more chapters. 
 
For example - as many as six Northeastern states have begun combining to make up 
an all-new New England Chapter, and plans are underway to form a Kentucky Chapter 
that may potentially include Tennessee. 
Chapter potential is also being evaluated for Maryland and Delaware, and for another 
Chapter that may include Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana, along with exploring 
potential Chapters in New Jersey, New York State and New York City. 
 
ATSSA's goal for 2013 is to support at least 25 active ATSSA Chapters. 
 
Across the country, Chapter Presidents and volunteers are involved in very meaningful 
and productive meetings with fellow ATSSA members, representatives from your state 
Departments of Transportation, local elected officials and other stakeholders in the 
roadway safety industry. 
 
If you're not actively involved in your local Chapter - you should be. 
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You're missing out on incredible networking opportunities and productive discussions in 
meetings that are advancing roadway safety in your community. 
 
In addition to new Chapters being formed this past year, ATSSA volunteer members 
also formed a new High Friction Surfacing Council. 
 
High friction roadway surfaces, as you know, improve roadway safety primarily at 
horizontal curves and at intersections. 
The success of high friction surfacing is rapidly being recognized by policymakers and 
was even included in the Federal Highway Administrations' "Every Day Counts II" 
initiative for this year. 
 
The new council volunteers also helped in the production of ATSSA's latest booklet to 
help each of you advance in your businesses. 
 
When you return home from Traffic Expo, you will find in the mail this latest booklet, 
produced by ATSSA through Montana State University, titled “Safety Opportunities in 
High Friction Surfacing. 
 
”It's the latest in ATSSA's series of booklets produced exclusively for members that has 
in the past included “emerging opportunities” in bicyclist, pedestrian and motorcycle 
safety. 
All of these booklets are available to ATSSA members at no cost. 
 
And there's another new booklet that puts into perspective ATSSA member involvement 
and achievements for the past year. 
 
A 12-page report was prepared for you that highlights accomplishments in government 
relations, training, chapters, councils and committee activities. 
 
Most of you received a copy at the registration desk. 
 
If not, there are a limited number of them in the ATSSA booth. 
 
Please make it a point to pick one up. 
 
One of the huge accomplishments you'll find is ATSSA training. 
 
Overall, in 2012, ATSSA instructors led 296 training courses across the country. 
 
Nearly 98-hundred students attended those classes. 
 
Additionally there were just over 19-thousand flaggers trained across the country by 
ATSSA instructors. 
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Those are impressive numbers, and ATSSA continues to be the Federal Highway 
Administrations' preferred roadway safety training organization. 
 
Also last year, ATSSA was awarded another important training contract. 
 
This one, a three-year contract from the Virginia Department of Transportation, is 
providing work zone safety products and materials for roadway workers and designers 
all across the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 
ATSSA clearly continues to lead the way in providing the highest quality training for men 
and women who work on our nation's roadways. 
 
I invite you to find out more about ATSSA training opportunities in the ATSSA booth this 
week. 
 
And I just mentioned the Virginia Department of Transportation - a large agency - and 
that brings to mind something else that we're all very excited about. 
 
In 2012 ATSSA created two new membership categories that provide membership to a 
greater number of people. 
 
These are all-new membership categories for public agencies and for manufacturer's 
representative firms. 
 
These new membership categories provide ATSSA benefits to all eligible employees for 
one low annual fee. 
 
That's right - for one annual membership fee, everyone in a public agency - for example, 
your State DOT or local county - will be an ATSSA member and will receive ATSSA 
newsletters, communications and all the benefits and privileges of being an ATSSA 
member. 
 
It's a great value and I hope your agency or company takes advantage of it by obtaining 
more information in the ATSSA booth this week or by visiting the ATSSA website.  
And speaking of the ATSSA website - the ATSSA staff - literally every person in every 
department - worked very hard this past year to deliver to you an all-new ATSSA DOT 
COM. 
 
Some of you may have already discovered it, as it officially launched earlier this month. 
 
The new website offers better navigation, has a crisper look and easier user log-in. 
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It's tied directly into the ATSSA membership database, and hosts the very latest news 
and updates from federal agencies like the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration and the F-H-W-A. 
 
The website also has direct links to ATSSA social media groups on Facebook, Linkedin, 
Twitter, and so much more. 
 
I encourage you to check out the new website - and please, give the ATSSA staff your 
feedback by simply e-mailing: 
 
Webmaster at ATSSA DOT COM   
 
Now that I have cited several examples of ATSSA's 2012 achievements, I would be 
remiss if I didn't personally cite the achievements and hard work of our Government 
Relations Department. 
 
Much of what needs to be done to advance our industry, our association, and most 
importantly, our bottom line, takes place on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. 
 
The most important and productive part of going to Capitol Hill is, of course, meeting 
with our elected officials and explaining to them just what ATSSA is - what it is we do, 
and what it is we're trying to achieve. 
 
I would also add that meeting your elected officials in your home districts is equally 
important and those meetings are even more meaningful when you have the opportunity 
to host your local official in your own place of business.  
 
For example, last year, Louisiana Senator David Vitter toured Traffic Solutions' facility in 
New Orleans, and Senator Sherrod Brown of Ohio visited with employees of Nucor 
Steel, Incorporated, to discuss manufacturing issues as well as the transportation bill. 
 
Kentucky Representative Brett Guthrie visited the facilities of Site-Safe in May. 
 
And most recently, in October, California Representative Ken Calvert learned about the 
various products manufactured by ATSSA member company TrafFix Devices, 
Incorporated. 
 
And there were other visits as well throughout the year. 
If your company is interested in hosting a local elected official this year at your place of 
business, please see Laura or Nate this week in the ATSSA booth. 
 
I am at this podium this morning speaking of ATSSA's many accomplishments, and I 
must say, none of them would have been possible without the guidance, experience 
and leadership of our President and CEO Roger Wentz. 
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One of those highly successful events was our tremendous Fly-In, in which he played a 
huge role as both a planner and as an active participant. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen - Roger Wentz. 
 
[Roger Wentz] 
 
Thank you Doug for those kind words and thanks for allowing me to share the results of 
last April's highly successful Fly-In. 
 
Last April during the ATSSA Fly-In, 78 ATSSA members from 23 states visited with 115 
legislative offices on Capitol Hill to spread the ATSSA message of “Toward Zero 
Deaths.” 
 
Prior to a full day of meetings on April 26, ATSSA members were briefed by many high-
level decision makers, including today's Keynote Speaker Congressmen Lou Barletta 
and Jason Altmire - who is also with us today - and from New York - Congressman 
Richard Hanna. 
 
ATSSA members also heard from Speaker of the House John Boehner's chief policy 
aide as well as Beth Osbourne, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Transportation Policy. 
 
The Fly-In wasn't the only Government Relations success. 
 
The Government Relations staff conducted 200 Capitol Hill meetings in 2012, sent 
nearly 25-hundred grass roots letters to Congress, attended 33 fundraisers and 
attended 14 Congressional hearings and briefings. 
 
Well done Laura and Nate, and thank you. 
 
Now, here's a brief look at last April's Fly-In on Capitol Hill. 
 
[Run video] 
 
[D. Danko] 
 
Thank you Roger. 
 
The 2013 Fly-In will be April 10 and 11. 
 
More information is on the ATSSA website. 
 
Please make plans to attend. 
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It's no secret that Highway Safety Improvement funds included in the latest 
transportation bill - and the previous ones - were driven, in large part, by ATSSA 
members' hard work on “the Hill” as well as work back home in their local districts. 
 
Yesterday in your committee meetings, you discussed proposed policies for the next 
round of reauthorization. 
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These recommendations will be passed on to the Operating Committee and then on to 
the Board of Directors for their final approval at their next meeting in March. 
 
Every committee and council worked hard on these proposals to ensure each of your 
voices and concerns are heard. 
Your hard work is greatly appreciated. 
ATSSA's “Toward Zero Deaths” policy is a worthy one and it continues to be the 
centerpiece of our core purpose, “To Advance Roadway Safety.” 
 
To close, I must say, without a doubt, that it's been another great year for your 
association and it's great to be here with all of you. 
 
I am also very excited about what lies ahead in the New Year and I know you are all 
very excited about the next several days of fun, camaraderie, information exchange, 
and of course - those after hours “important official business meetings” in beautiful 
downtown San Diego. 
 
So, welcome to your ATSSA Expo, and thanks for your hard work, dedication and 
commitment to Advancing Roadway Safety. 
 

# # # 


