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worker training.
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AnnUAL COnVEnTiOn
& TrAFFiC EXpO

ATSSA 44th Annual 
Convention 

& Traffic Expo

February 
21–25

San Antonio,
Texas

The exhibit hall at the 
Henry B. Gonzalez 
Convention Center in San 
Antonio set the stage for 
the Traffic Expo's 176 
companies to showcase 
their products and 
services in 468 exhibit 
booths and make lasting 
impressions on attendees 
and DOT officials 
internationally.

The Saturday evening 
Chairman's Reception 
was the place to see 
and be seen, with 
more than 1,200 
attendees. This annual 
networking opportunity 
has become the "don't 
miss" event for making 
new connections and 
enjoying time with 
industry colleagues.

Exhibit Hall

Chairman’s 
reception
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Attendees learned key 
industry insights from political 
analyst and commentator, 
Charlie Cook, at the General 
Session. The ATSSA staff 
presented detailed reports 
and announced the Industry 
Achievement, National Safety 
and National Media awards.

Nearly 20 ATSSA 
Traffic Expo exhibitors 
presented the latest 
and most innovative 
product and service 
offerings for the Road 
Safety Industry to local 
and national media and 
convention attendees 
at the New Product 
Showcase.

Opening 
general Session

Attendees gained valuable 
tools to increase their 
professional and personal 
knowledge on cutting-edge 
technology and many key 
topics, such as “Mitigating 
Wrong-Way Driving” and 

“How Will Deployment of ITS 
Technologies Affect 
my Business?” during 
Educational Workshops.

new products 
Showcase

Educational 
Workshops
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ATSSA AnnUAL 
  AWArDS

National Safety Award
Bud Wright

Executive Director
American Association of State Highway 
and Transportation Officials (AASHTO)

National Media Award
Matt Long

South Carolina Radio Network

Industry 
Achievement Award

James R. Keaton
(Retired)

Lindsay Transportation Solutions/Barrier Systems

James Baron, ATSSA’s director of communications 
& public relations (right), presented Matt Long, 
of South Carolina Radio Network, with the ATSSA 
National Media Award.

Robert Dingess (right), president of Mercer Strategic 
Alliance Inc., presented the Industry Achievement 
Award to James R. Keaton, formerly of Lindsay 
Transportation Solutions/Barrier Systems.

Chris Sanders, president of Lindsay Transportation 
Solutions/Barrier Systems (right), presented ATSSA’s 
National Safety Award to Bud Wright, executive 
director of the American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO).

2013
ATSSA National 

Awards
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The Circle of Innovation V
More than 120 registrants participated in the fifth annual Circle of Innovation Workshop during ATSSA’s Annual Convention & Traffic 
Expo on February 24. Randy Damron, special events coordinator for the West Virginia DOT, moderated. Priscilla Tobias, 
state safety engineer of the Illinois DOT, and Bob Felt, ATSSA associate director of member services, co-facilitated.

The 90-minute workshop was an invitation-only venue primarily for public officials to express their needs in the field to ATSSA 
manufacturers and suppliers, who observed and participated in the discussion. Topics included pavement markings, run-off-road 
crashes, distracted driving, signs, roadway maintenance, pedestrian safety, work zones and intersections.

During the workshop, the Circle Executive Advisory Group, which consists of industry and public agency members, was created. 
The group helped to develop a survey, where public agency members were asked to identify their agency’s most important concerns. 
The manufacturers and suppliers will then have an opportunity to propose potential solutions and possible research projects 
(along with some ideas provided to ATSSA after the Circle concluded).

The members are: Neil Boudreau, MassDOT; Paul Carlson, Texas A&M Transportation Institute; Kathi Holst, RCMS; Joe Jeffrey, 
Road-Tech Safety Services; David McKee, Plastic Safety Systems; Sue Reiss, Impact Recovery Systems; Henry Ross, Plasticade; 
Kurt Schuldt, Maintenance Coatings; Cristina Thomas, 3M; and Priscilla Tobias, IDOT. 

2013 ATSSA Innovation Awards

1st Place Sher-Friction – HFS Treatment
A treatment for increased driver control and safety in slippery road locations. 
Developed by The Sherwin Williams Company, of Cleveland, Ohio.

2nd Place Median-Alert
A pavement-marking device developed to improve the safety of roadways for both 
motorists and pedestrians, the Median-Alert is specifically designed to assist in the 
alert and guidance of motorists by delineating median noses and other curbed areas. 
Developed by Professional Pavement Products, Inc., of Jacksonville, Fla.

3rd Place TMA – Automated Channelizer
The TMA Automated Channelizer moves cones, barrels and other channelizing 
devices up to two lanes without exposing workers to traffic in a work zone. 
Developed by Royal Truck and Equipment, Inc., of Coopersburg, Pa. 

The winners of ATSSA’s prestigious Innovation Awards were selected by a team 
of industry-professional judges during the 44th Annual Convention & Traffic 
Expo, February 21–25, in San Antonio, Texas. This year’s winners were:

1st Place—The Sherwin Williams Company, of Cleveland, Ohio
2nd Place—Professional Pavement Products, Inc., 
of Jacksonville, Fla.

3rd Place—Royal Truck and Equipment, Inc., 
of Coopersburg, Pa.
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ATSSA TrAining CLASSES 
 Bring rESULTS

NYC Department of Transportation 
Crew Averts Disaster on 
Major Deegan Expressway
DOT Supervisor took American Traffic Safety Services 
Association training classes

Thanks to a quick-thinking and well-trained Department of Transportation 
crew, a disaster on the Major Deegan Expressway, in New York, was 
averted on January 4. A single-engine Piper airplane carrying three 
people lost power and glided onto the northbound lanes in the Bronx, 
where a NYC DOT pothole crew was working on the highway and saw the 
plane coming down.

“We started shutting down traffic so nobody would get hurt, and the plane 
didn’t get hit by cars,” said Miguel Lopez, DOT supervisor. 

“The plane hit the ground and came straight down. It hit the treetops.”

Lopez, who worried that the plane’s passengers would get hypothermia, 
said the repair crew helped them off the plane and got them into his 
vehicle to stay warm.

The amazing fact, according to New York 
Mayor Bill de Blasio, was that there were 
no deaths, and the individuals who were in 
the plane were treated for non-life-
threatening injuries.

The DOT lauded its crew, which was 
traveling in large department trucks. 
A statement said, “The plane landed right 
in front of the crew’s vehicles, and the 
DOT personnel immediately aided the 
three passengers and gave them shelter 
inside of the DOT’s heated trucks as 
emergency personnel were contacted. 
The DOT personnel also began to address 
hydraulic fluid on the roadway released 
from the plane’s landing gear.”

Lopez took Traffic Control Technician 
training through the American Traffic 
Safety Services Association (ATSSA), 
which provides individual, company, 
organization and agency training through 
its roadway safety training courses and 
ATSSA certification. ATSSA’s Roadway 
Safety Training Institute is a recognized 
leader in the field. 

Photo courtesy of NYC DOT

Miguel Lopez (left) and his quick-thinking team used 
their trucks to stop traffic on the highway, in effect 
giving the plane a runway, FDNY officials said.
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COMMITTEE 
  NEWS

Government Relations Committee
The Committee had a full agenda and a successful meeting. Present at the meeting were new committee 
members Moe Madar, of Avery Dennison Reflective Solutions, and Beth Nury, of Beth’s Barricades.

Guest speaker, Congressman Jim Oberstar (D-MN), kicked off the meeting with his thoughts on the next 
highway bill, funding challenges and where we go from here in relation to getting a long-term bill. Other 
discussions focused on current efforts on Capitol Hill surrounding ATSSA’s Toward Zero Deaths Policy, 
grassroots efforts and the status of Highway Safety Improvement Program obligations. Peter Speer, PAC 
& RSAF Oversight Committee chairman, gave an update on the progress of ATSSA PAC and the Roadway 
Safety Advancement Fund.

The committee heard updates on the Grassroots and Fly-In Task Forces regarding how members and the 
committee can help with those efforts. The Rainmaker Task Force was dissolved because the Chapter 
Legislative Liaisons program is now fulfilling its original task. The committee approved the final ATSSA 
Policy recommendations from the GR ATSSA Policy Task Force. It approved the draft policy on 
Enforcement of Bid Specifications and formed a task force to review the new safety performance measures 
that will be released by the FHWA in the near future.

Guardrail Committee
Laura Perotta, ATSSA’s director of government relations, provided a government relations update, and a 
FHWA update was given by Nick Artimovich. Mark Bloschock, of Gibraltar Cable Barrier Systems, 
presented “Installation Errors—They Are More Prevalent than You Think.”

Lance Bullard, of Texas A&M, presented the latest research at TTI, and Priscilla Tobias, of the IL DOT, 
discussed low-volume roads. Continuing with a tradition started last year, the committee heard state 
updates from ILDOT, TXDOT and PENNDOT.

The Committee formed task forces to work on a brochure on how to move temporary concrete barriers, 
responses to comments on the NPA about safety data and a strategic planning task force.

Chapter Presidents Council
Chapter President Council Chairman Troy Hill called the room to order in the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center in San Antonio, 
February 25. Sixteen of the currently active 20 chapters were represented, with several chapter president-elects, immediate past presidents 
and the Texas Chapter executive director in attendance.

ATSSA President & CEO Roger Wentz presented an overview of ATSSA’s new Leadership Course and encouraged chapter sponsorship 
for current and emerging leaders. Wentz discussed the chapter liaison evaluation forms and the need to provide accurate feedback in order 
for ATSSA to identify specific areas where it may be able to improve chapter support.

ATSSA Member Services Associate Director Bob Felt updated the council on public agency memberships and roles in ATSSA. Member 
Services Director Dan Williams provided information about developing “can’t miss” meetings and events, as well as using “Top 3” referral 
forms and the chapter participation matrix as chapter membership and leadership tools. Member Services Associate Director Lee Stuart 
discussed chapter strategic plan development and implementation. The Council reviewed the past quarterly chapter presidents’ council 
conference calls, chapter membership category balance, annual chapter reimbursements, chapter incorporation and tax filing. Member Services 
Associate Director Mike Metzig discussed chapter website pages and event scheduling.

ATSSA Foundation Chair Sue Reiss provided an update on The Foundation’s programs and opportunities for chapter participation and support. 
ATSSA Director of Government Relations Laura Perrotta presented information about the Annual Legislative Fly-In, roadway safety funding 
status and scheduling government relations staff chapter visits this year. She requested that every chapter provide a government relations 
representative to serve as a Friend of the GR Committee.

ATSSA Director of Communications James S. Baron discussed “Interviewing 101” and gave insight for preparing for media interviews. 

 All committee meetings 
were held at the 44th 
Annual Convention 

& Traffic Expo, 
in San Antonio, Texas, 

February 22.
>  > >
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High Friction Surfacing (HFS) Council
The meeting showcased speakers, including Dave Merritt, of Transtec, 
who presented “FHWA Study Low-Cost Safety Improvements” and 
Dr. James Tsai, of the Georgia Institute of Technology, who featured 

“Identify and Predict Locations for HFST Using Sensing GIS” and 
“Inertial Navigation System Technologies.”

Edgar de Leon, of Virginia Tech, provided a presentation about the 
“Demonstration of Pavement Friction Management Programs” and the 
importance of friction management. Derrick Castle, of the Kentucky 
DOT, provided an update on the National Transportation Product 
Evaluation Program (NTPEP) HFS test deck and met with 
manufacturers to provide specific results.

The Council will conduct webinars on the NTPEP test deck and the 
FHWA’s EDC2 program. It continues work on a specification for color 
bike lanes.

Intelligent Transportation Systems 
(ITS) Council
Chairman Les Spade welcomed Justin Kropp and Beth Nury to the 
meeting.

Joe Jeffrey submitted a draft work plan and a discussion about funding, 
recommendations on changes to the MUTCD, ideas for enhancement of 
solutions development and development of a standardized specification. 
Tracy Scriba advised that much of the information is in the new FHWA 

“WZ ITS Implementation Guide.”

The Social & Environmental, TZD Policy, and Review of ATSSA 
Response to NCUTCD on 20 Year Vision & Strategic Plan for the 
MUTCD taskforces have completed their missions.

Spade gave an update on the ITS Council’s Speaker Bureau, which was 
created to increase public and industry awareness about ITS safety 
potentials and show how easy it is to use with current technologies. 
Several council members volunteered to be presenters.

Spade gave an update on the ITS Council’s “public access” web site 
under development. ATSSA committee/council pages are member-only 
access, and the Council has identified the need to offer an educational 
and resource site to anyone interested in ITS, specifically Work Zone 
ITS. The council has collected and prepared content for the web pages, 
and information will be submitted to ATSSA with the goal to have the 
web site up by the Midyear Meeting in Kansas City, August 20–22.

Nate Smith, ATSSA associate director of government relations, gave 
the Council an update about ATSSA’s efforts on Capitol Hill regarding 
a new highway bill and issues surrounding the Highway Trust Fund.

Guest speaker Ted Trepanier, INRIX, presented “Tapping New 
Technology to Improve Roadway Safety and Monitor Work Zones.” 
He described how today’s technologies—GPS, traffic cameras and 
fixed radar sites—are used by INRIX for congestion monitoring and 
how it is distributed to motorists. The data also provides information on 
the effects of weather, lane closures, traffic flow and estimation costs 
of traffic delays.

Jerry Ullman, Texas A&M Transportation Institute, reported on work 
zone ITS challenges. WZ-ITS systems are a valuable tool in providing 

traffic data for queue delays and crash data in work zones. This 
information can be compared to historical data to determine the impact 
of the work zone on traffic congestion.

The Council reviewed and approved the ATSSA policy on enforcement 
of specifications and discussed the product category list for the 
membership and expo directories. It was discussed how system solutions 
described on the new ITS Council Resource web site should aid those 
looking for work zone and rural ITS information and solutions to 
identify ATSSA members who can meet their needs.

Manufacturers and Suppliers Committee
Paul Carlson and Dean Alberson, of TTI, gave a presentation about 
their work in the industry and various types of research studies and 
capabilities. Nate Smith, ATSSA associate director of government 
relations, updated the group about government relations efforts and how 
to work with staff to arrange a site visit from a member of Congress.

ATSSA President & CEO Roger Wentz introduced and discussed the 
Circle of Innovation Advisory Group. The Circle of Innovation workshop 
will have a new note-taking procedure to capture participant comments 
and use a post-presentation survey to gather feedback for improvement 
and areas of industry focus/concern. The advisory group will support 
the effort, and Craig Schulz volunteered to serve on the group.

Wentz presented “Drugged Driving—The New Frontier,” which covered 
an effort underway about drugged and distracted driving and its link to 
roadway safety. Additionally, this initiative would offer ATSSA an 
opportunity to work with NHTSA. A task force was formed to work on 
this initiative, which includes Matt Nall, Ray Somich and Mike Boeger.

The Exhibitor Subcommittee report was presented by Mary Beth Klein, 
and the NTPEP Subcommittee report was given by Dave Villani. 
Ray Somich provided a report on the Green Sustainability, Health and 
Safety Task Force.

Membership Committee
Chairwoman Leslie Elmore called the meeting to order. The group was 
updated by High Friction Surface (HFS) Council Chair Rob Dingess.

Kelly Rouillard, ATSSA associate director of marketing, presented 
ATSSA’s new marketing and branding programs. The subcommittee 
and task force reports were given, including technical committee 
liaison reports. The committee reviewed a risk management insurance 
Affinity program, including presentations by USI representatives 
Charlie Fumagali and Eric Wolfrey.

A task force was established, chaired by Kathi Holst, to further 
investigate and evaluate the potential value for members of entering 
into an affinity program partnership with USI. Dan Williams, ATSSA 
director of member services, presented information on a new ATSSA/
Avis/Budget partnership program, which provides members with 
discounts on car rentals.

Following the updates to the Committee’s participation matrix and 
strategic work plan, the committee reviewed the 2013 Recruiting and 
Retention status reports and the new 2014 Recruiting and Retention plans. 

> > >
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COMMITTEE 
  NEWS

Bob Felt, ATSSA associate director of member services, presented an update on public agency 
membership programs and the new policy on public agency roles in ATSSA. Williams provided 
information about current, new and future chapters, the “Top 3” referral program, chapter strategic 
plans and committee and chapter liaison evaluation programs. The Committee discussed the potential 
for including airports in the public agency membership category.

PAC Oversight Committee
The meeting focused on current and future fundraising for ATSSA PAC. Fundraising efforts discussed 
included the ATSSA PAC Host Committee, ATSSA PAC Reception at ATSSA’s 44th Annual Convention 
& Traffic Expo, which brought in $23,925, and the ATSSA PAC Pin Program. The ATSSA PAC target 
list for 2014 that outlines which congressional candidates ATSSA PAC will support during the 2014 
calendar year was approved. The Committee discussed ways to develop a PAC recognition program to 
encourage members to give more, as well as those who don’t currently give, to consider it in the future.

Pavement Marking Committee
The Committee welcomed Greg Driskell, member of the Committee, and Randy Morse, Joseph Glaser, 
and Sean Dickinson, Friends of the Committee.

PMC Chairman Travis Hansen was voted in for a second two-year term, and Dan Lang and Tom Wood 
will continue to serve the committee as vice chairman and secretary, respectively.

The Strategic & Work Plan Committee reported on funding, local government access to HSIP funds, 
faltering state retroreflectivity requirements and actions needed in support of minimum retro 
standards. The Committee agreed that state HSIP funds are the primary means of identifying the 
available funding sources for safety projects. It continues to search for ways to assist local agencies in 
accessing these funds (each state has its own process).

The Funding Taskforce expressed a need for developing a process to outline how to access the HSIP 
funds. Paul Carlson will present a study linking retroreflectivity to crash data.

The Committee agreed on the importance of supporting the DOT’s efforts to provide data that proves 
they need funding. Its action plan consists of identifying existing data on retro-reflectivity web sites 
and developing mechanisms to get the message to state that this information exists.

A motion for the PMC to send a letter from ATSSA President & CEO Roger Wentz asking Secretary of 
Transportation Foxx to intervene on the need to establish minimum levels of reflectivity for PM. It was 
suggested that the letter include an offer to assist in establishing the minimum levels and tie the 
request toward new vehicle safety devices and autonomous vehicles. The motion was approved, and 
the Strategic Plan Subcommittee was tasked to draft the letter to Secretary Foxx. The letter was drafted 
and submitted to ATSSA after the meeting, and it will be forwarded to the ATSSA Board for approval.

FLDOT is moving toward their version of “performance contracts” for their PM. Several ATSSA 
striping contractors in Fla. are unhappy with the structure of these new contracts and said that after 
years of raising the standards for PM, these performance contracts are moving minimum retro in the 
other direction. Concern was that “watered down” numbers may be as bad as or worse than no 
minimum levels being established.

Chester Hansen, FLDOT Pavement Marking, said he understands the concerns Hansen pointed out, 
but FLDOT doesn’t have the research to back the argument that higher retro is beneficial.

It was suggested that ATSSA promote higher retro values for safer roads. Data is needed and a 
consensus developed that agencies need to stay with the higher retro standards. The 2015 ATSSA 
convention will be in Florida, and 11 scholarships are being awarded to district personnel. The 2015 
Expo will present the opportunity to push this idea forward with FLDOT and other agencies.

Brad Henry reported for the Training Subcommittee that the pavement marking technician training 
course is ready to deploy, and a letter will be drafted announcing its availability.

Membership Committee, continued

 All committee meetings 
were held at the 44th 
Annual Convention 

& Traffic Expo 
in San Antonio, Texas, 

February 22.

>  > >
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Paul Carlson and Raul Avelar, of the Texas A&M Transportation 
Institute, presented the ongoing project “Characterizing the Combined 
Association of Edge Line and Center Line Retroreflectivity to Nighttime 
Crashes at Rural Two-Lane Highways.” Once the report is finalized for 
TRB, the presentation will be available on the PMC web site.

Several motions were made, including one for the PMC to move forward 
with a second safety-driven study. Louis Fuselier suggested raising 
money for TTI to conduct a second study. Twenty-three individuals 
pledged their organization’s support to donate $1,000 each to a 
PMC-pooled fund for an additional safety study.

Carlson estimated that TTI needs $25,000 to complete an additional 
study if a good data set could be used. The PMC-pooled-fund created 
with the pledges and additional funds requested by PMC Chair Hansen 
will be used to fund the second study on retroreflectivity vs. crashes.

Neal Hawkins, Iowa State University Institute for Transportation, 
discussed his project, “Improving Pavement Marking Performance on 
Challenging Pavement Surfaces.”

Laura Perrotta, ATSSA government relations director, spoke about 
ATSSA’s “Focus on a New Highway Bill.” She noted the Highway Trust 
Fund will likely run out before the end of MAP-21, which is an urgent 
problem for our industry and roadway safety. Members need to urge 
their legislators not to let federal transportation payments stop. 
ATSSA’s GR Department will focus on a grassroots effort for members 
to write to their legislators. GR will continue to focus on building 
relationships and educating transportation-friendly legislators to 
promote a new highway bill. Perrotta thanked the committee for its 
recent efforts on identifying pavement marking-related TZD policies.

The PMC members reviewed a draft of ATSSA’s “Policy on Enforcement 
of Specifications,” which was approved without amendment.

RSAF Oversight Committee
The Committee reviewed the current state of the Roadway Safety 
Advancement Fund, including contributions in and disbursements out. 
Discussion also touched on current thank you gifts and ways to thank 
our contributors to this fund.

Sign Committee
Charlie Bond called the meeting to order for the last time as Chairman. 
Scott Ryan confirmed that the Committee had a quorum for his final 
meeting as Secretary.

Dr. Paul Carlson, of TTI, spoke on “Can Retroreflective Signs be too 
Bright?” Dr. Carlson’s talk inspired a lot of debate and some calls for 
more research. Judd Roby talked about the new sign flashes coming out 
soon. Be ready for information about rural intersection warning 
systems, retroreflectivity guide updates and more.

The Subcommittee on LEDs & New Technologies talked about the 
status of color LED displays in the U.S. and red LED use on stop signs. 
Rob Scarcello, chairman of the Membership Subcommittee, talked 
about the new ATSSA retention and recruitment programs. Bond and 
Scarcello talked about their efforts to bring more attendees to Expo 
with personal invitations and flyers.

Jim Stewart, chairman of the retroreflectivity web site, reviewed final 
2012 rule for minimum retro standards. Deadlines have been delayed 
from FHWA. However, the deadline for having an assessment and 
management program of signs in place was not delayed—June 13, 2014 is 
the deadline to have a management process in place for sign management.

Greg Schertz, of the FHWA and Subcommittee on Sign Maintenance 
and Management Workshop New Sign Sheeting Guide, talked about 
the importance of an updated sheeting guide at the last meeting. Brook 
Jerzyk is producing an updated Sheeting Guide with the FHWA. Once 
completed, the Sheeting Guide will be available for download.

Roger Wentz, ATSSA President & CEO, talked about SOPT (Streets 
Open to Public Travel). The NCUTCD established a task force whose 
initial focus was to establish a MUTCD Chapter 10. It decided to 
integrate into other sections of MUTCD. It was decided to create a 
guide for private property owners to understand what is required of 
them and that ATSSA was the organization to do this. Wentz asked the 
Sign Committee to review forthcoming information from the FHWA.

Joanne Conrad talked about the work her task force had done for 
private property owners. Conrad introduced the updated brochure and 
PowerPoint presentation, “What Does the MUTCD Mean to You?” 
Conrad talked about the continuing need for this task force and how it 
should be moved to a subcommittee. A motion was made and approved 
unanimously. Conrad also gave a review of the 2014 Annual NCUTCD 
R/W Signs Technical Committee Meeting.

Scott Chapman, chair of the Sign Procurement Guide, worked with the 
FHWA to provide an updated tri-fold on sign retroreflectivity guidelines. 
Task Team Leader Hal Perkins talked about the status of the 
non-hexavalent chrome letter to the State DOTs. A final draft was 
approved to move to the Operating Committee for approval so Wentz 
can send it to the state DOTs. The letter will help the state DOTs see 
there are additions available for them to use in this sign-making process.

Bond thanked Joe Frazzetta for his support as chairman-elect and Ryan 
for his support as secretary. Bond presented Frazzetta with the gavel and 
turned the chair over to the Sign Committee’s new chairman, Frazzetta.

Frazzetta talked about the ATSSA’s new sign installation course and 
will have the Sign Committee review the content.

Joe Jeffery gave a review of a study by CalTrans about law enforcement, 
radar signs and other factors by UC Davis. Jeffery also gave a review 
of the ATSSA Leadership Training Program and urged participation by 
Sign Committee members.

Lee Stuart, ATSSA associate director of member services, reviewed 
the ATSSA policy regarding agency enforcement of bid specifications. 
ATSSA is presenting this per request of its members of all State DOTs.

Strategic Highway Safety Plan Council
The Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) Council, which is 
comprised of ATSSA members who participate in their state’s SHSP 
process (and ATSSA members who want to participate), held an 
informative discussion about the current status of SHSPs nationwide. 
Mike Griffith, of the Federal Highway Administration, updated the 
group from the Federal perspective. Nate Smith, ATSSA associate 
director of Government Relations, discussed policy items focused on 
SHSPs that ATSSA is working on. 
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ATSSA’s Grassroots 
Advocacy Campaign
Over the last five years, ATSSA has developed and 
implemented a grassroots advocacy strategy which 
allows ATSSA members the opportunity to reach 
directly out to their members of Congress. Hundreds 
of members have sent thousands of letters to Congress 
voicing their support for trans portation legislation and 
roadway safety infrastructure. This year is another 
reauthorization year, and it is critical that our members 
keep up the pressure on Capitol Hill. Throughout 2014, 
ATSSA’s Government Relations team will continue to 
send calls to action to our members, encouraging them 
to send emails to their legislators. Be on the lookout for 
these calls to action and act as soon as you are able.

Many ATSSA member companies have signed up to 
become ATSSA Grassroots Corporate Partners to help 
spread the message. It is easy (and free!) to join. 
Companies simply agree to pass along the grassroots 
call to action email to their staffs and employees and 
allow them time during the workday to send letters 
to their respective members of Congress.

For information on the ATSSA Grassroots Corporate 
Partners program, contact the Government Relations 
department at govrelations@atssa.com. Thank you very 
much to our Grassroots Corporate Partners—your 
dedication to the industry has not gone unnoticed. 

Apply-A-Line, Inc
Atlas Of PA, Inc
Avery Dennison
Chrisp Company
COSCO, INC.
Custom Products Corp
CWS Fence & Guardrail
Dickerson
Ennis–Flint
Epic Solutions Inc.
Flasher Equipment Co.
Impact Recovery 
Systems, Inc.
Korman Signs, Inc.
L & D Safety Marking Corp.
Marking Specialists 
Corporation
National Capital 
Industries, Inc.
Nippon Carbide 
Industries (USA)
N-LINE Traffic Maintenance
Nucor Steel Marion, Inc.
OTW Safety

Pavement Marking, Inc.
Peek Pavement Marking
Professional Pavement 
Products, Inc.
Roadmark
RoadSafe Traffic 
Systems, Inc.
Royal Truck & Equipment
Safety Systems Barricades
Sherwin-Williams Co.
SignCAD Systems, Inc.
Site–Safe, LLC
Sterndahl Enterprises, Inc.
Street Smart Rental, Inc.
SWARCO AMERICA
Three D Traffic Works
Total Highway Maintenance
Trafficade Service, Inc.
TrafFix Devices, Inc.
USA–SIGN
Vulcan, Inc.
WEISSKER 
Manufacturing, LLC
Worksafe Traffic Control, Inc.

MAP-21 Reauthorization
The current transportation authorization, MAP-21, will expire. In fact, 
the law will expire on Sept. 30, and most projections indicate that the 
Highway Trust Fund will become insolvent before that time, likely in 
August. Both the House of Representatives and Senate have begun 
work on reauthorizing the federal highway program, including federal 
funding for roadway safety infrastructure programs.

ATSSA Immediate Past Chairman Doug Danko testified before the 
House Highways and Transit Subcommittee about the lifesaving 
qualities of the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) on 
January 28. His testimony was well received, and engendered an active 
discussion among members of Congress and the witnesses about how 
the next highway bill can further reduce fatalities and serious injuries.

ATSSA’s Government Relations team continues to advocate on Capitol 
Hill to educate members of Congress and their staffs about positive 
benefits of the HSIP and the need to include revenue increases for the 
Highway Trust Fund in the next reauthorization. The House 
Transportation and Infrastructure and Senate Environment and Public 
Works committees have held hearings on the next reauthorization and 
the future funding of the federal transportation program.

ATSSA’s Legislative Briefing and Fly-In, which was held April 2–3 
in Washington, D.C., afforded the industry an additional opportunity 
to bring its safety message to hundreds of Capitol Hill offices. 

ATSSA Immediate Past Chairman Doug Danko testified before 
the House Highways and Transit Subcommittee on January 28.
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ATSSA PAC
During ATSSA’s Annual Convention & Traffic Expo, the ATSSA Political Action 
Committee (ATSSA PAC) raised nearly $24,000, which is $4,000 more than the previous 
year. Thank you very much to all those who helped make the fundraising campaign a 
success. During the Convention, ATSSA PAC hosted a reception which included 
remarks from ATSSA PAC Oversight Committee Chairman Pete Speer and 80 ATSSA 
members. To learn more about ATSSA PAC, please contact govrelations@atssa.com. 

Congressional Site Visits
Rep. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) visited ATSSA member 
MRL Equipment in Billings, Mont., to learn more 
about the roadway safety infrastructure industry and 
meet with MRL Equipment employees on January 23. 
The Congressman spent more than an hour touring 
the facility and speaking with ATSSA members. 
It was a great opportunity for Rep. Daines, who 
is a member of the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee, to be educated about 
roadway safety. These types of facility tours have a 
positive impact on the industry’s relationships with 
members of Congress from across the country. 

>  > >  If your company is 
interested in hosting 
a member of Congress, 
email your request to 
govrelations@atssa.com

Rep. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) 
visited MRL Equipment in 
Billings, Mont., on January 23.
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Name submission for National Work Zone Memorial
This is also the time of year to honor someone who has made 
the ultimate sacrifice. We are accepting name submissions 
for the National Work Zone Memorial through December 31. 
Visit the Foundation tab on ATSSA.com to download the host site 
application or the name submission form.

Toward Zero Deaths…
The Foundation advances programs that bring drivers to the table to address 
work zone death and injury. Fundamentally, the Foundation works to support 
ATSSA’s role in the Toward Zero Deaths initiative.

Toward Zero Names…
National Work Zone Memorial—“Respect and Remembrance: 
Reflections of Life on the Road” is Available for Hosting in 2014
Foundation President Sue Reiss unveiled the names added to the Memorial 
during the Opening General Session, February 23. “The Foundation works for a 
future in which improvements in work zone safety mean no workers’ names need 
to be added to the National Work Zone Memorial, and no scholarships need to be 
given to their surviving dependents,” she said.

Eleven names were added to the National Work Zone Memorial this year:

Shawn Baker
William Calloway
Mike Huckabee

Nicholas Zachary Johnson

Joseph “Robert” Jones
Loy Dillon Leland

Allen Richard McMains, II
Steven A. Morgan

Dean Patton
Clifton J. Scott

Christopher Wheeler

The American Traffic Safety Services Foundation is seeking organizations and 
individuals who wish to host the National Work Zone Memorial. We encourage 
ATSSA chapters and members to continue to educate the public by hosting the 
Memorial in their community. The exposure at events may vary from large 
media event to a background prop in a hallway. Below are events where the 
Memorial will appear and have already been sponsored. Please contact

Melanie McKee or Lori Diaz at 800-272-8772 or email melanie.mckee@atssa.com
or lori.diaz@atssa.com for dates that are still available for 2014. 

April 24–May 1 Caltrans, Sacramento, Calif.

June 27–30  NHDOT, Concord, N.H.

Aug. 6–19  Illinois Chapter of ATSSA, Springfield, Ill.

Toward Zero 
Scholarships…

The Roadway Worker Memorial Scholarship 
Program is awarded to dependents of workers killed 
or permanently disabled in work zone accidents. The 
Scholarship Program provides financial assistance 
for higher education.

Scholarship contributions are a valuable investment 
in the future of young adults who are able to continue 
their education with your help.

The Foundation awarded scholarships to all of its 
applicants in 2014. Please congratulate the 2014 
Roadway Worker Memorial scholarship recipients:

• Joshua Frank, Sterling, Colo. (Up to $5,000 
with an additional $1,000 Chuck Bailey Memorial 
Scholarship)

• Lyndsay Morgan, Daytona Beach, Fla., $4,000
• Andrea Pair, Spiro, Okla. ($5,000)
• Krystal Williams, Winlock, Wash., $2,000

Lyndsay Morgan, a 2013 scholarship recipient, 
attended the Foundation Golf Classic and the 
ATSSA Convention & Traffic Expo Opening 
General Session. She also visited the Memorial, 
which was located in the exhibit hall, and several 
Foundation sponsors.

We need your help to identify and encourage those 
eligible to apply for the Roadway Worker Memorial 
Scholarship. The deadline for the 2015 Roadway 
Worker Memorial Scholarship is February 15, 2015. 
Visit the Foundation tab on ATSSA.com to 
download the application. 

Lyndsay Morgan



17The Signal | Spring 2014

Safer Roads Save Lives

American Traffic Safety Services Foundation

23rd Annual Golf 
Classic Tournament

The American Traffic Safety Services Foundation held its 23rd Annual Golf Classic 
Tournament to raise funds for Foundation programs at TPC San Antonio, February 21. 
A special thanks to Ennis-Flint as this year’s title sponsor.

The event was supported by 66 sponsors and 153 players. Proceeds from the golf 
tournament will benefit the Roadway Worker Memorial Scholarship program and the 
National Work Zone Memorial program.

“The golf tournament received outstanding support from ATSSA members, and the 
weather cooperated so we were thrilled that this was another successful event,” said 
Foundation President Sue Reiss.

Lyndsay Morgan, a Roadway Worker Memorial Scholarship recipient, spoke at the golf 
awards ceremony, where she thanked Foundation supporters and said her father, Steven 
Morgan, is the reason she pushes herself to reach her dreams. Steven Morgan, an 
employee of DBi Services, was killed in November 2011. A young motorist was unable 
to control his vehicle due to the work zone traffic slowdown, subsequently entering the 
work zone, striking and killing Steven.

Thank you to our event volunteers who continue to make the Golf Classic Tournament 
a success: Dane Alsabrook, Juan Arvizu, Heidi Burmeister, Greg Driskell, Karen 
Hentemann, Tom McSwain, Sue Reiss, April Slusher, Jim Stewart and Tom Wood.

▶  Save the date! Friday, Feb. 6, 2015 for the 24th Annual Golf Classic Tournament, 
in Tampa, Florida.

Thank you to our event sponsors (listed below). 

1st Place—Even Floyd, Terry Nix, Sue Reiss 
(Foundation President), Ronnie Floyd, 
and Gary Paul.

Low Gross—Charlie Doyle, Mark Terry, 
Sue Reiss (Foundation President), Jeff Low, 
and Bob Hanson.

2nd Place—Mark Fellows, Alejandro del Rio, 
Sue Reiss (Foundation President), 
Steve Conway, and Will Burney.

3rd Place—Ryan Shirley, Tim Bedinger, 
Chad Kite, Ken Smith, and Sue Reiss 
(Foundation President).

Title Sponsor

Diamond Sponsors
3M

Georgia Chapter of ATSSA
Trinity Highway Products, LLC

Platinum Sponsors
MD Solutions, Inc.

Northland Chapter of ATSSA
RoadSafe Traffic Systems, Inc.

Sherwin-Williams Company, The
Vulcan, Inc.

Gold Sponsors
Impact Recovery Systems, Inc.

ORAFOL Americas, Inc.
Plastic Safety Systems, Inc.

RCMS

Silver Sponsors
California Chapter of ATSSA
Carolinas Chapter of ATSSA

Heart of America Chapter of ATSSA
Integrated Traffic Systems, USA

Lindsay Trans. Solutions/Barrier Systems
MRL Equipment Co., Inc.

Pexco, Davidson Traffic Control Products
Plasticade

Roadmark Corp.
Sterndahl Enterprises, Inc.

Sign Sponsor
Brede/Allied Convention Service, Inc.

Photographer Sponsor
RC Photographic Productions

LED Safety Light Giveaways
Nite Beams Products LLC

Hawaiian Basket Giveaway
GP Roadway Solutions, Inc.

Lunch Sponsor
Pavement Marking, Inc.

Awards Reception Sponsor
Texas Chapter of ATSSA

Hole-In-One Sponsor
Brite-Line Technologies, LLC

Golf Cart Sponsor
Zumar Industries, Inc.

Breakfast Sponsor
N-Line Traffic Maintenance

Beverage Cart Sponsors
Garden State Highway Products, Inc.

Work Area Protection Corp.

Special Event Hole Sponsors
Advance Traffic Markings

CK29—Road Marking Materials
EZ Carry Cone

Bus Transportation Sponsor
Gibraltar Cable Barrier Systems

Hole Sponsors
Aexcel Corporation

Allied Tube & Conduit
Centerline Supply, LTD
Collins & Hermann, Inc.
Custom Products Corp.

Dbi Services

EnDiSys
Evonik Corp.

Gregory Industries
Highway Supply LLC

Mercer Strategic Alliance, Inc.
MGI Traffic Control Products

Nucor Steel Marion, Inc.
Potter Industries

Professional Pavement Products, Inc.
Rent-A-Flash of Wisconsin, Inc.

Jeff Roehmn
RP Barricade, Inc.

Safety Coatings, Inc.
Site-Safe, LLC

Street Smart Rental, Inc.
TAPCO—Traffic and Parking Control, Inc.

Trafficade
TrafFix Devices, Inc.

Trantex, Inc.
Waterblasting Technologies, LLC

Worksafe Traffic Control Industries
Zimmerman Paint Contractors Co.

Golf Classic Tournament Sponsors
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Title Sponsor

Lunch Sponsor
Bone Safety Signs

Bus Transportation Sponsor
Gibraltar Cable Barrier Systems

Sign Sponsor
Bone Safety Signs

Breakfast Sponsor
Pexco, Davidson Traffic Control Products

Ammunition Sponsor
MRL Equipment Company, Inc.

Roadmark Corp.
Special Event Sponsor

Magnolia Advanced Materials, Inc.
Refreshment Sponsor
LimnTech Scientific, Inc.

Pexco, Davidson Traffic Control Products
Safety Striping Service, Inc.

Awards Sponsor
Road-Tech Safety Services, Inc.

Gift Sponsor
CWS Fence & Guardrail

Humidor Prize Drawing 
and Cigar Sponsor

Magnolia Advanced Materials, Inc.
Shooting Station Sponsor
California Chapter of ATSSA
Central Striping Service, Inc.

Chrisp Company
Mercer Strategic Alliance, Inc.

NorthStar Safety, Inc.
Sherwin-Williams Company, The

Site-Safe, LLC
Sterndahl Enterprises, Inc.
Street Smart Rental, Inc.

Vann/Elli, Inc.

Sporting Clays Event Sponsors

Grandwatt Electric Corp. Program Supports The Foundation
For every light tower unit purchased by an ATSSA member in 2014, Grandwatt Electric Corp. will 
donate $25 to support the Foundation. The company, which became a member of ATSSA in September, 
exhibited at ATSSA’s 44th Annual Convention & Traffic Expo in February.

“This new ATSSA member has developed a program the Foundation has long needed from 
ATSSA’s member companies to support a cause close to all of our hearts,” said Sue Reiss, 
Foundation President. “If more companies would follow Grandwatt Electric’s example and 
implement a similar strategy to help the children and surviving spouses of those tragically 
lost in work zones, the Foundation’s long-term goals could be realized. Thanks to Grandwatt 
Electric’s generosity and support of the Foundation.”

A global manufacturer of portable light towers and generator sets available in various configurations, 
Grandwatt was established in Suffolk, Va., in 2012. From light towers for the construction or mining 
industries or a stand-by generator for emergency power, a home generator, portable power, industrial 
generator, gas or natural gas generator, Grandwatt has it all.

Grandwatt is a subsidiary of Superwatt Power Group, which was established in 1993. For more 
information about Grandwatt, visit www.grandwatt.com. 

2nd Annual Foundation Sporting Clays Event
The 2nd Annual Foundation Sporting Clays Event was a success thanks to all the generous sponsors and 
participants. The event was held at the National Shooting Complex in San Antonio, Texas, on February 21, 
where 22 sponsors and 93 shooters participated. A special thanks to Impact Recovery Systems, Inc., as this 
year’s title sponsor.

The Foundation fundraising event allowed shooters to compete for first and second place trophies in four 
classes. Proceeds from the Sporting Clays Event will support the Foundation’s programs.

A special recognition to our Sporting Clays Event volunteers: 
Angel Conway, Pat Conway, Mike Granger, Sr., Rob Dingess, 
Dave McKee, and Tracy Wencka.

▶  Save the date! Friday, February 6, 2015 for 
the 3rd Annual Sporting Clays Event in Tampa, Florida.

Thank you to our event sponsors. 

Class A 1st Place  Ryan Railsback 2nd Place John Moses 
(not pictured)   (not pictured)

Class B 1st Place Ron Jones 2nd Place Marc Rue

Class C 1st Place Mike Price 2nd Place Doug Fields

Class D 1st Place Chris Murdock 2nd Place Louis Fuselier

Winners!

Ron Jones Mike Price

Marc Rue Doug Fields Louis Fuselier

Chris Murdock

 Class B Class C Class D
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TrAining
NATIONAL Course Schedule May, June, July 2014
MEETING ID COURSE NAME CITY STATE BEGIN END

35151 Traffic Control Technician Phoenix Ariz. 5/13/2014 5/13/2014

35152 Traffic Control Supervisor Phoenix Ariz. 5/14/2014 5/15/2014

35134 Traffic Control Technician—CA State Specific Sacramento Calif. 5/6/2014 5/6/2014

35193 Florida Advanced Training Kissimmee Fla. 5/6/2014 5/8/2014

35194 Florida Advanced Refresher Kissimmee Fla. 5/8/2014 5/8/2014

35179 Florida Advanced Training Jacksonville Fla. 5/13/2014 5/15/2014

35180 Florida Advanced Refresher Jacksonville Fla. 5/15/2014 5/15/2014

35206 Florida Advanced Training West Palm Beach Fla. 6/3/2014 6/5/2014

35207 Florida Advanced Refresher West Palm Beach Fla. 6/5/2014 6/5/2014

35353 Florida Advanced Training Clearwater Fla. 6/18/2014 6/20/2014

35354 Florida Advanced Refresher Clearwater Fla. 6/20/2014 6/20/2014

35195 Florida Advanced Training Kissimmee Fla. 7/15/2014 7/17/2014

35196 Florida Advanced Refresher Kissimmee Fla. 7/17/2014 7/17/2014

35305 Traffic Control Technician Westminster Md. 5/5/2014 5/5/2014

35306 Traffic Control Supervisor Westminster Md. 5/6/2014 5/7/2014

36544 Virginia Intermediate/TCS Lynchburg Va. 6/10/2014 6/11/2014
36543 Virginia Intermediate/TCS Bristol Va. 7/8/2014 7/9/2014

MEETING ID COURSE NAME CITY STATE BEGIN END

36641 Traffic Control Technician-CA State Specific—Grant Carson Calif. 5/6/2014 5/6/2014

36642 Traffic Control Supervisor-CA State Specific—Grant Carson Calif. 5/7/2014 5/8/2014

36643 Traffic Control Technician—Grant Los Alamos N.M. 7/21/2014 7/21/2014

36644 Traffic Control Supervisor—Grant Los Alamos N.M. 7/22/2014 7/23/2014

34914 Traffic Control Technician—Grant Warwick R.I. 6/10/2014 6/10/2014
34915 Traffic Control Supervisor—Grant Warwick R.I. 6/11/2014 6/12/2014

GRANT Course Schedule May, June, July 2014

• Wrong Way Ramp Entry
• Work Zone Traffic Control for Safe Bicycle Travel
• Best Practices of Installation and Removal 

of TTC on Freeways
• The Work Zone Life Cycle—Four part series

Part 1—Plan Part 2—Do
Part 3—Check Part 4—Do

Live Webinars
May 21 (#33992)
The Work Zone Safety Data Collection 
and Analysis Guide Speaker: Brian Chandler

June 4 (#33535)
Roundabouts Lessons Learned—Implementation 
of New Design vs. Old Design Speakers: Brian Walsh and Andy paul

June 25 (#37041)
Nighttime Temporary Traffic Control Speaker: Christopher Schwedtmann

October 1 (#33551)
WESK (What Everyone Should Know) Speaker: rich Bunker

To find out more about ATSSA’s 
Training and Certification and 

for a complete list of courses, visit 
www.atssa.com/training.aspx

Content on Demand Webinars

For a complete list of course schedules, visit the ATSSA website at: http://www.atssa.com/TrainingCertification/CourseInformation.aspx

For a complete Grant Course Schedule list, visit the ATSSA website at http://www.atssa.com/TrainingCertification/CourseInformation.aspx.
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Chesapeake Chapter
February 18—The Chesapeake Chapter Formation Meeting brought together a total of 43 private 
and public sector employees to the Maryland State Highway Administration in Hanover, MD.

The open-invitation meeting, the first of its kind for Delaware, District of Columbia, and 
Maryland, welcomed ATSSA members, several state/DOT employees, local public agency 
representatives and an administrator from the FHWA.

President Jeff Duthie kicked off the inaugural meeting and shared the 
chapter’s mission statement, “Building Partnerships for Safer 
Roadways,” and outlined four goals: to network and share ideas, grow 
the chapter, become the primary source of safety knowledge in the 
area and build effective relationships with the various agencies. Duthie 
suggested the creation of the chapter technical committees and use of 
ATSSA’s Participation Matrix be tackled at the next meeting.

Three guest speakers presented information from the Maryland State 
Highway Administration and the FHWA. Topics included Maryland’s 
SafeZones, detailing its Automated Work Zone Speed Limit 
Enforcement Program, an overview of the Product Evaluation Service 
in Maryland, a snapshot of Washington, D.C. transportation projects/
efforts (ADA Transition Plan, street car development project), and 
encouraging information shared by FHWA from the Mayor’s office 
about Washington, D.C. being named in the “Top 10 Most Walkable 
Communities.” For example, 38% of the households surveyed in the 
D.C. area do not own vehicles, and DDOT has funds for future 
transportation projects as it looks to enhance infrastructure to improve 
mobility and roadway safety.

ATSSA staff provided updates on government relations and a status 
check on the Connect the DOTs partnership program.

> > >  A meeting is being planned at DDOT in the near future.

Heart of America (HOA) Chapter
January 29—The first Heart of America (HOA) chapter meeting of 2014 led by Chapter 
President Jay Bruemmer was attended by about 50 people at the Parliament Room of the Holiday 
Inn in Columbia, Mo. The agenda included presentations by the Missouri Department of 
Transportation (MODOT), including the expansion of smart work zones, safety plans, proposed 
specification changes for arrow boards, reflectivity on open grade surfaces and other topics that 
will keep moving Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) in the future.

ATSSA’s national update shed light on the increased number of booths 
and attendees for the 2014 Annual Convention & Traffic Expo. Special 
thanks were shared about the popular ATSSA event, including 
appreciation for the opportunity to attend on a scholarship and learning 
a lot while there. (About 60 scholarships were provided by ATSSA 
for transportation officials in 2014 to attend the annual event in 2014. 
Some chapters have secured enough funds and offered scholarships, 
including HOA.)

The HOA leaders will meet with the Kansas DOT this year to “move the 
safety needle” in the right direction there. Members in Nebraska, word 
has it, see the value in the chapters and are looking to partner with the 
HOA chapter for future meetings. HOA chapter leaders are open to the 
concept and will direct their attention to finding the best way to serve the 
needs of Nebraska members.

> > >  The HOA chapter will meet for the Osage National Meeting and Golf event, July 15–16 .

The February 18 Chesapeake Chapter meeting 
room was filled with state/DOT, county 
representatives and ATSSA member companies.

Maryland State Highway Administration staff explain its 
SafeZones initiative to improve safety with automated 
enforcement of speed limits at the Chesapeake Chapter 
Formation Meeting, February 18.

The Missouri DOT presented topics to move 
Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) at the Heart of 
America (HOA) Chapter meeting, January 29.
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Illinois Chapter
February 4—The Illinois Chapter was invited to the Illinois DOT 
Traffic Control Supervisors annual meeting, where the Associated 
General Contractors of Illinois (Springfield) members and officials 
worked through several jointly-developed roadway safety concerns. 
Chapter President Mike Traficanti addressed:
• Temporary barrel arrays
• Water blast pavement marking removal issues with cold weather
• Maintenance of work zones and striping in the winter
• Delineating concrete barriers
• Striping contractors use of TMAs (truck-mounted attenuators)
• Durability of work zone pavement markings in the winter

ATSSA staff shared the concept of the newly-developed draft policy 
from the Board of Directors about ATSSA urging DOTs to enforce bid 
specifications to level the playing field where some might cut corners to 
unfairly bid against others.

Pennsylvania Chapter
March 13—Flagger Force hosted about 30 members and a PennDOT 
representative at its facility in Hummelstown, Pa. The Chapter created 
a new Work Zone Memorial Task Force with Andrew Roberts, of Royal 
Truck & Equipment, Inc., and Mary Campbell, of Camsco Service, Inc. 
Foundation champions, Glenn Ganassi, of USA-Sign, and Matt Briggs, 
PennDOT senior traffic control specialist, were announced.

Mike Doner, of Flagger Force, who spoke on behalf of his wife, Michelle, 
thanked the attendees and said they were glad to host the meeting.

Nate Smith, ATSSA’s associate director of government relations, 
provided an update on state of the trust fund. Bob Felt, ATSSA 
associate director of member services, presented a national update.

At the Penn. Turnpike, three committee meetings were held with 
PennDOT, including Work Zone, Pavement Marking and TTC. About 
24 people attended, and several PennDOT/Turnpike employees were 
present. Mark Burkhead and Glenn Rowe, Penn. DOT Highway Safety 
& Traffic Operations, and Briggs gave great reviews about their 
takeaways from the ATSSA Convention & Traffic Expo.

Rocky Mountain Chapter
January 21—Chapter President Matt Geerdes welcomed attendees. 
Geerdes appointed Jax Hatton as Secretary and Tim Lang as Treasurer.

Geerdes reviewed the Strategic Plan, and the chapter agreed with the 
Board of Directors’ (BOD) vision and goals. The chapter will form 

committees to focus on the strategic goals and move forward in making 
the Rocky Mountain roads safer. The committees set dates for the 
beginning of February to follow up on initial plans.

After the Chapter Meeting, the BOD met to plan the chapter’s next 
steps and elected Molly McGinnis, of Rode Safe, to the BOD. McGinnis 
said it was time for the chapter to move forward and reestablish itself 
as the Roadway Experts in the Rocky Mountain region.

Texas Chapter
February 23—The Texas Chapter sponsored a breakfast during a 
meeting with Texas Department of Transportation Traffic Engineers 
during ATSSA’s 44th Annual Convention & Traffic Expo. Texas DOT 
employees were encouraged to increase their participation in ATSSA 
business and chapter events.

Chapter President Dave Poffenberger praised Carol Rawson, director 
of traffic operations, for her commitment to bringing the group 
to San Antonio and working with the chapter to improve roadway 
safety. He said the Texas DOT members had numerous opportunities to 
network and tour the show floor at the Henry B. Gonzales Convention 
Center during the Expo.

Wisconsin Chapter
July 11, 2013—The Wisconsin ATSSA Chapter held its first-ever golf 
outing on July 11, 2013. Nearly 30 golfers participated in the inaugural 
event held at the Willow Springs Golf Club in Pewaukee. It turned out 
to be a beautiful day to golf, punctuated by many shouts of “fore!”

The chapter would like to thank the sponsors of the outing: Century 
Fence Co., Crowley Construction, Lakeside Plastics, Mega Rentals, 
Street Smart Rentals, Rent A Flash, Epoplex and Ennis-Flint.

Thanks to the sponsors and participants, $2,000 was raised to support 
the chapter’s activities. A special thank you goes to Jason Voelker from 
Century Fence Co. for organizing the event. 

The Pennsylvania Chapter meeting was held at Flagger 
Force’s facility in Hummelstown, PA, March 13.

The Texas Chapter sponsored a breakfast meeting 
with Texas DOT Traffic Engineers on February 23.

Frank Both (left) joins the “Winning Foursome,” Mike Metzig, 
Mike Price, Mike Granger, Jr., and Taylor Potratz at the 
Wisconsin ATSSA Chapter’s Golf Outing.



American Traffic Safety Services Association24

CHApTEr MEMBEr 
  prOFiLE

Dan Oliver, ATSSA New England Chapter
Dan Oliver, a Traffic Technician/Safety Officer for the Town of Mansfield Highway Division, in 
Mansfield, MA, has a huge responsibility to those who travel the roads in this Northeastern town. 
He writes Traffic Control Plans for the work zones, conducts inspections for Mansfield and contractors’ 
work zone setups using ATSSA’s Work Zone Inspection Logbook and installs the town’s work zones. 
In addition, he’s responsible for all of the line painting and street signs, makes some of the street and 
work zone signs and maintains the traffic signals for the town.

An ATSSA public agency member since 2005, he credits much of his background and 
expertise to the classes and training he has received from the Association. (Mansfield 
is part of ATSSA’s New England chapter, which also serves CT, ME, NH, RI and VT.)

Oliver’s career in highway safety is an extensive one. After serving as a skilled labor and 
line painter since 2000 for the town of Mansfield, he became the traffic technician/safety 
officer in 2007 when Mark Cook, the Highway Division Operations Manager, and the 
Director of Public Works, Lee Azinheira, saw a need for work zone setups and taking 
care of other traffic needs. He’s been with the town ever since.

His dedication to making the highways safer began when he was a striper, where he 
painted parking lots for a company in Rhode Island from 1986 to 1995. Oliver began 
working for a corrugation company as a warehouse manager in Mansfield in 1995— 
the same year he met his wife.

When he was asked to install traffic signs and wanted to know how to do it, Oliver was handed a 
MUTCD and was told everything he needed to know was between those pages. Not knowing where 
to start and needing an updated edition, he contacted ATSSA, which was conducting a Traffic Control 
Technician class in Las Vegas, just in time for him to sign up. He enrolled in the class, became a member 
of ATSSA and continues to learn.

“I learned so much from ATSSA in that first class,” said Oliver. “After that class, I was hooked and 
wanted to learn more. I even started showing my coworkers the correct way to set up work zones, and it 
was then when the highway division operation manager saw the need for a traffic control person.”

From there, Oliver took the Traffic Control Supervisor with Certification (2006), Recertification (2010) 
and another this April. He’s taken the Nighttime Traffic Control for Work Zones 2009, Traffic Control 
Design Specialist 2010, 12 workshops at the ATSSA Convention & Expo and has been part of several 
power talk sessions.

Oliver said the training alone makes being an ATSSA member valuable, but there’s so much more. 
Informational booklets are available to members, including High Visibility Apparel in Work Zones, 
Field Guide for the Use & Placement of Shadow Vehicles in Work Zones, Cost Effective Local Road 
Safety Planning and Implementation, as well as the ATSSA Government Relations staff who work to 
create a safer roadway environment by impacting policy decisions at the federal, state and local level. 
Oliver said the High Visibility Apparel in Work Zones was invaluable when he tried to get Mansfield 
to make it mandatory that all Department of Public Works employees wear type 2 or 3 vests while 
working—before that, only the green shirts were worn.

Oliver and his wife, Kathy, live in Norton, Mass.—on the border of Mansfield—
with their two sons, Jeff and Jesse. His hobbies are boating, jet skiing, fishing, 
playing the drums and working around his house. 

“I love what I do, and I like going home with the thought that I’m making a difference 
with safer roads for my coworkers and the public every day,” said Oliver. “I feel that 
being an ATSSA Public Agency member has enhanced my skills and has given me 
knowledge to do an exceptional job.”

Dan Oliver is a Traffic Technician/
Safety Officer for the Town of Mansfield 
Highway Division, in Mansfield, MA.
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Member Services and Technical 
Assistance Center
By Daniel B. Williams, Director, Member Services and Technical Assistance, dan.williams@atssa.com

“I’ve spent the last few weeks at ATSSA’s 2014 Annual Convention & Traffic 
Expo in San Antonio, Texas, and exhibiting at the 2014 ConExpo in Las Vegas, 
and we should all share the pride in the critical work our industry performs. 
The opportunity our ATSSA members have to make a difference by saving lives 
continues to fire my passion for what we do.” —Dan Williams

When I served as Chapter Liaison for numerous chapters, I often began the meetings by asking how 
many people in the room had the opportunity to save somebody’s life. I rarely saw hands raised except 
for an occasional first responder. It became apparent that we need to raise the awareness of the 
importance of every ATSSA member’s efforts…that their efforts save lives. The very nature of our 
work—manufacturing, sales, training, installation, maintenance or in support roles—results in 
increasing roadway safety and saving lives.

Having been caught in a blinding, whiteout snowstorm in Pennsylvania several years ago, I continue 
to thank whoever it was that cut those rumble strips into the side of Highway 83. I couldn’t even see my 
hood ornament, much less the roadway, the side of the road or any exits, and I couldn’t stop because the 
truckers were continuing to move down the highway. My only option was to veer slowly to the right 
until I heard those wonderful rumble strips, then move slowly back to the left for a few seconds, and 
then ease back to the right again until I was (once again) made aware of the road’s edge. This continued 
for 30 minutes until I drove very slowly out of the snowstorm, took the first exit ramp, stopped, pried 
my fingers from the steering wheel and enjoyed a hot cup of coffee—knowing that if those rumble 
strips had not been there, I would most certainly have been a statistic.

When we perform our jobs in this industry, we might never know the true value of our work or whose 
lives we save. Thank you to every member for your continued commitment in advancing roadway 
safety. You make a difference!

Your comments and questions are always welcome. If you have suggestions on how we at ATSSA can 
more effectively serve the members, chapters and committees, please share your ideas with me. 

ATSSA Director of Member Services and Technical Assistance Daniel B. Williams.
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Kentucky Roads Project 
Receives National Honors
Interstate Road Management, Inc. makes dangerous roads safer

Interstate Road Management, Inc. (IRM), a wholly-owned company of DBi 
Services, was recognized for its efforts to decrease fatalities at high-crash 
locations with dangerous curves on Kentucky roads at an awards ceremony 
on Capitol Hill by the Roadway Safety Foundation (RSF) and the Federal 
Highway Administration in November 2013.

IRM, working with the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC), installed 
high-friction surfacing treatment to reduce fatalities on horizontal curves 
due to road departures in a pilot program with 26 locations. With an 
impressive decrease in crashes at these locations, KYTC broadened the 
project throughout the state to more than 100 locations.

“By studying crash data and targeting some of the most dangerous roadway 
curves in the state, the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet made a wise, 
strategic investment in their roads to improve safety for all Kentuckians,” 
said Gregory M. Cohen, P.E., executive director of the RSF. “Their plan 
to install high-friction surfacing treatment at dangerous curves led to a 
dramatic 87.4-percent reduction in crashes at those locations. This program 
should serve as a model to transportation agencies nationwide.”

Richard Baker, market development manager, DBi Services in Richmond, 
VA, said without the innovation of the highway safety team with the KYTC, 
the reduction of crashes would not have been possible.

“Reducing fatalities and injuries from highway crashes is a top priority 
of the KYTC, Kentucky State Highway Engineer Steve Waddle said. 

“High-friction surface treatment has proved to be an effective and efficient 
solution for a host of trouble spots on our roadways. Low cost and 
high return.”

National Roadway Safety Award recipients were evaluated on three criteria, 
including innovation, effectiveness and efficient use of resources. Program 
categories included infrastructure improvements, operational 
improvements and program planning, development and evaluation.

Roadway safety programs are a critical part of the nation’s solutions 
to saving lives and preventing injuries on the nation’s highways. 
There were 32,367 people killed in traffic crashes on U.S. roads in 2011. 

(left) Tony Furst, FHWA Associate Administrator 
for Safety, Richard Baker, DBi Services Market 
Development Manager, and Gregory M. Cohen, 
Roadway Safety Foundation Executive Director.

Interstate Road Management, Inc., was recognized 
for decreasing fatalities at high-crash locations with 
dangerous curves on Kentucky roads at an awards 
ceremony on Capitol Hill, November 2013.
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LimnTech Scientific, Inc. 
Introduces the LTS-300 
at ATSSA’S Annual 
Convention & Expo

LimnTech Scientific, Inc. (LTS), of Pa., 
unveiled the LTS-300, yet another innovative 
product to enhance the roadway marking 
industry, at ATSSA’s Expo. The LTS-300 is 
the first machine vision-based maintenance 
restriping system using Pixel-Smart 
technology.

The LTS-300 enables accurate restriping over 
pre-existing roadway markings using only the 
vehicle driver—with no need for an operator 
on the back of the vehicle. A patent-pending 
system, it precisely positions the carriage 
and then automatically dispenses paint 
and reflective beads directly over the 
pre-existing markings.

“LimnTech’s goal is to help improve the 
safety on our country’s roads with cutting-
edge technology,” said Doug Dolinar, LTS 
president. “The LTS-300 and all of our 
products improve workers’ safety, increase 
efficiency and decrease the cost of labor.”

Dolinar introduced the LTS-100, the first 
GPS-based machine vision system for the 
roadway marking industry, at ATSSA’s 
Expo in 2013. The LTS-100 is used to mark 
roadways and consists of both hardware and 
software programs that can be mounted to 
any vehicle.

> > >  For more information or to schedule 
a demo visit of the LTS-300, 
visit www.limntech.com. 

Doug Dolinar, LTS president 
(center) and his team
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Chairman Bill Shuster
“The	Highway	Safety	Improvement	Program	will	

continue to be a priority for the Committee as we 
begin	our	work	on	the	next	surface	transportation	bill.” 

 —Chairman Shuster

House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Committee Chairman Bill Shuster (R-Pa.) represents 
the Ninth Congressional District of Pennsylvania. Situated between Pittsburgh and Harrisburg and 
running along the Maryland and West Virginia border, the district includes Altoona, Chambersburg 
and many rural areas in between. The Congressman has been in Congress since 2001 and has served 
as Chairman of the House T&I Committee since 2013.

Chairman Shuster has a deep understanding of America’s transportation challenges and opportunities, 
and his actions as Chairman have reflected that. According to the Chairman, “Transportation is about 
how we get to work, pick up our kids from school, get to the store to buy essential goods and visit 
with our families and friends. Transportation is also about how Americans do business, maintaining 
a strong economy and staying competitive in a global marketplace.”

The current transportation authorization, MAP-21, expires on Sept. 30, so it is critical that Congress begin work on reauthorizing that 
policy as soon as possible. Both Chairman Shuster and his counterpart in the Senate, Environment and Public Works Committee Chairman 
Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.), understand that urgency. According to Chairman Shuster, “So far this year, the [T&I] Committee has held a 
number of hearings, roundtables and field visits focused on the next surface transportation bill. Committee members are working on a 
bipartisan basis to gather input, ideas and priorities from many stakeholders, with a goal of reauthorizing these transportation programs 
before MAP-21 expires. My hope is to take Committee action in the late spring or early summer.”

When it comes to specific safety policies, Chairman Shuster is one of the many members of Congress who see the value of programs 
like the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP). This program, which is dedicated to roadway safety infrastructure and reducing 
fatalities and serious injuries on our nation’s roads, has proven to be one of the most successful tools in our Toward Zero Deaths tool belt. 
Chairman Shuster stated, “Safety is always a priority, and that remains true for the next bill. The Committee is continuing to examine 
safety programs to see what’s working and what may be improved.”

In addition, he noted, “The HSIP will continue to be a priority for the Committee as we begin our work on the next surface trans-
portation bill. Congress recognized the importance of HSIP in MAP-21, which doubled the program’s funding. The Committee 
will also explore how to make the program more effective in order to address our nation’s most critical safety challenges.”

One of the biggest challenges to enacting the next surface transportation bill will be to include revenue options to ensure that 
the Highway Trust Fund is stabilized. In order to have a long-term federal transportation program that will give certainty 

to state DOTs and construction companies as well as continue to enhance the safety infrastructure on our roadway 
network, appropriately funding the Highway Trust Fund is critical. Chairman Shuster stated, “The Committee 

and I continue to listen to ideas and suggestions for the next bill. [House Ways and Means Committee] 
Chairman Dave Camp and the President have put forth some ideas for discussion, and that is a positive sign. 

The Committee hopes that their proposals will bring increased focus to the challenges facing the Highway 
Trust Fund and the importance of the federal role in transportation.”

ATSSA has truly enjoyed working with the Chairman over the last year and a half and looks 
forward to working with him and his hardworking staff for many years to come. Our industry 

commends the Chairman for his leadership and vision for the future of the federal 
transportation program. Our members stand ready to help the Chairman and 

Committee move America forward and reduce fatalities and serious injuries toward 
zero. With stakeholders and elected officials working together, these goals can 

and will be accomplished. 
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ATSSA’s Online Flagger Training Course Available Now!

ATSSA’s new online flagger training is ideal for:
█  Those who missed a face-to-face course but need 

to get certified immediately.

█  Someone wanting the same training but in an online format.

█  Individuals starting employment who need immediate training.

To register visit training & certification 

at atssa.com

Sign up TODAY!
Introductory Fee: $50

Workers need training to prevent injuries & fatalities 
in work zones. Make sure they get the right training.PREVENT.

FHWA Grant Funding for Roadway Safety Training
Register for a course for only $25

WEBINARS & 
PODCASTS

GUIDANCE
DOCUMENTS

TRAINING
MODULES

TRAINING
COURSES

1-877-642-4637   

To register for grant courses,
 visit training & certification at atssa.com 


