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Remarks by ATSSA Chairman Scott Seeley 
Opening General Session 

ATSSA’s 45th Annual Convention and Traffic Expo 
Tampa, Florida 

February 8, 2015 
 
Before we officially get started this morning, let us all pause for a moment to remember a legend in our 
association and in this industry. 

Val “Babe” Van De Velde – ATSSA Chairman from 1975 to 1976 – one of the original founding fathers 
of our association – passed away January 5th.  He was 92 years old. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Van De Velde family. 

One highlight that Deb and I didn’t mention earlier is the annual Foundation report.  

In a little while, we’ll be hearing from Foundation Chair Sue Reiss. 

Sue (Reiss) will cover the many achievements of The Foundation from 2014 – which could never have 
been possible without your financial assistance and going the extra mile to help those affected most by 
work zone accidents – America’s roadway workers and their families.  

The Foundation’s brand new “Every One Matters” campaign kicked-off on January first of this year to 
help the children of those workers in a brand new way.  

Through the “Every One Matters” campaign, ATSSA will donate one-dollar to the Foundation for every 
ATSSA training course participant who registers for a course. With thousands of men and women 
registering for ATSSA training courses every year – the possibilities for this new program are endless.  

This campaign will undoubtedly be a tremendous help to those children left behind following serious 
accidents, injuries and fatalities in our nation’s work zones by helping them achieve their educational 
goals in colleges and universities across the country.  

There’s also another new campaign to help these children called “Spare Change for Scholarships.”  That’s 
what those orange cones are all about on the breakfast tables this morning.  

Sue will tell you all about that new program in just a few minutes during her report.  

So now – onto why we’re all here in Tampa today.  
 
On this, the 45th anniversary of Traffic Expo, this year’s show floor is filled with the most innovative and 
advanced roadway safety products, services and devices in the world.  
 
With these innovations, ATSSA members continue to impress state and local officials – even the 
members of other associations – with what seems to be a never-ending passion to lead our industry with 
the highest quality roadway safety products, services and most importantly – people.  
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For example, later this week, there will be nearly 20 new products featured in our New Products 
Showcase. That’s more than double the number of participants from last year.  
 
During Traffic Expo, a panel of judges will select first, second and third place winners for ATSSA 
Innovation Awards to recognize those top achievers and innovators.  
 
I wish all of our exhibitors the best of luck in pursuing these prestigious awards.  
 
Receiving one of these national awards is something you can brag about all year long in press releases, 
sales campaigns, in advertising materials, and when you exhibit at workshops and other trade shows 
across the country – and abroad.  
 
And in the spirit of innovation, ATSSA’s 45th Annual Convention and Traffic Expo will also feature a 
new “ATSSA Pavilion” – conveniently located in the ATSSA booth.  

The new Pavilion will offer a unique learning experience in a lively, fast-paced environment featuring 
“Traffic Talks,” which are thought-provoking 20 -minute sessions led by industry insiders.  

Here’s a look at the topics of those “Traffic Talks” that are geared to expand your knowledge and keep 
you informed on trends and issues facing our industry.  The topics will be delivered in a dynamic format 
– and you’re all invited.  

When planning your day’s schedule during this Traffic Expo, please consider taking in one – or more if 
you can – “Traffic Talks,” offered to each of you free, for the first time at this year’s brand-new ATSSA 
Pavilion, located in the ATSSA booth. 

You know, during my first year as ATSSA’s Chairman, I had many opportunities to meet with – and 
work with – many of you, to help find new ways in which your association could do better, could be more 
involved in key transportation issues, or assist our members in some way across a wide-range of concerns 
centered on roadway safety.   
 
I always knew – but have now seen firsthand as Chairman – the personal dedication and passion that each 
of you has to “Advancing Roadway Safety” on our nation’s roadways.  
 
Whether it be in your volunteer work as an officer or member in one of our many ATSSA Chapters across 
the country – or if you serve in one, or more, of our many energized and productive committees – or if 
you exhibit on behalf of ATSSA at any number of trade shows, meetings or conferences throughout the 
year – ATSSA as a whole owes each of you a great deal of thanks and gratitude for all you do.  
 
Our recent partnership with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration is a great example of a 
significant achievement through which both the Motor Carriers and ATSSA members will work together 
closely as partners in such things as National Work Zone Awareness Week activities throughout the year, 
to help reduce the number of motorists and workers injured or killed in roadway work zones.  
 
Here are some examples of a few other significant ATSSA accomplishments that are definitely worth 
bringing to the attention of all of you this morning.  
 
ATSSA, through advocacy and involvement with key transportation champions on Capitol Hill, has 
played a significant role in dramatically increasing dedicated roadway safety funds over the last decade.  
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The dedicated source of safety money has grown over the last three federal highway bills from $650 
million to $1.3 billion to $2.4 billion annually.  

Let me repeat that.  

Through ATSSA’s efforts, dedicated money for safety has grown from $650 million to $2.4 billion – a 
growth rate of 270 percent.  

A phenomenal accomplishment of not only increasing safety to the American driving public, but also 
making a significant contribution to our businesses.  

I would like ATSSA’s Government Relations people in the audience to stand and be recognized.  

This show – our 45th – has drawn 500 exhibiting companies into this beautiful convention center. Twenty 
five of those exhibitors are here for the very first time.  
 
To those returning, and to those who are new – welcome to ATSSA.  
 
This Expo is your time to meet new friends, share experiences and laughs with old ones, take in some 
training, education, time in a committee or two – and of course – have fun.  
 
Another thing worth mentioning is representatives from 48 state DOTs are more actively involved in our 
Chapter meetings than at any time ever before.  
 
That is an incredible achievement for ATSSA – as well as for state DOTs – who now enjoy safety-
minded, meaningful partnerships across the nation – all committed to coming together to help make our 
roadways safer with a joint understanding that “Safer Roads Save Lives.”  
 
Also here today – we have 70 – that’s a record – 70 transportation officials who are ATSSA scholarship 
recipients. They have traveled to Tampa to be with ATSSA members and we welcome each and every 
one of them to Tampa. 
 
In 2014 – nearly 33,000 roadway workers were trained by ATSSA instructors.   

Thirty-three thousand.  

That is truly amazing.  

And just over 19,500 men and women in the work zone were certified by ATSSA’s outstanding, seasoned 
and experienced instructors.   

There is absolutely no doubt in this industry – there is no doubt anywhere – that ATSSA provides the 
highest-quality, most highly-respected work zone worker training in this industry and in this country.  

Let’s take this opportunity today to recognize those talented ATSSA instructors and our wonderful 
ATSSA Training Department in Fredericksburg for making it all happen – every month of the year – all 
year long.  

On the “deliverables” side of the house in 2014 – two brand-new roadway safety products were produced 
for ATSSA members.  
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First – our latest case-study publication, “Preventing Vehicle Departures From Roadways,” was mailed to 
all ATSSA members recently.  

This brand new ATSSA member publication was created by Auburn University, with the help of an 
extensive ATSSA volunteer review team – to help prevent roadway departure crashes, which account for 
56-percent of all motor vehicle crashes in this country.   

Countermeasures for these crashes include these on you see on the screen – and countermeasures are all 
expanded into 14 brand new case studies created by Auburn University.   

The case studies are grouped into three parts – signs, pavement safety and roadside design. A fourth part 
of the booklet covers funding for local safety projects.   

It is our hope that you will use this new booklet, which was mailed to all ATSSA members on February 2, 
as you visit state and local authorities to assist them in making vital roadway safety decisions through the 
use of ATSSA member products and services.  

We have a limited number of this new publication available in the ATSSA booth this week for ATSSA 
members only.  

I hope that you enjoy the new ATSSA case study publication and please, if you have an idea or 
suggestion for future publications of this type, please see Roger or me during the show this week. We’d 
love to hear your ideas.  

The other product delivered in 2014 was an all-new Federal Highway Administration funded video, titled 
“High Friction Surface Treatments,” which was produced by ATSSA.  

Numerous industry officials from local, state and federal agencies, as well as our own ATSSA members, 
served on an impressive “Blue-Ribbon” advisory committee during the entire production of this video – 
from the early development of the script – to the final editing process.  

Our sincere appreciation to our friends at the Federal Highway Administration – specifically Joseph 
Cheung, Frank Julian and Mike Moravac – for having the faith and the confidence in the ATSSA staff 
and our video production team to put together what we hope will be – an award-winning production.  We 
also want to thank and acknowledge our Advisory Team & their companies for their valuable insight and 
consultation in making this project industry accurate.  

Here’s a quick look at what the final product looks like.  

The video was shot, edited and produced by our friends Clark Bavin and John Bradley of Video Solutions 
in Alexandria, Virginia.  

The video has been submitted for several prestigious national broadcasting awards for broadcast 
excellence, and I have no doubt the new video will take home some of those awards.   

The video has been on-line for only a short time and already – over a thousand people have viewed the 
video – on both the FHWA and ATSSA websites.  
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Thanks again to our friends at the Federal Highway Administration for your guidance, faith and 
confidence in ATSSA to manage and execute this very important project.  
 
Right now, I’d like to tell you about 15 gifted and talented ATSSA members who took advantage of 
ATSSA’s first Leadership Training Program that was held in Fredericksburg this past April.  
 
ATSSA’s new Leadership Program empowered the participants to recognize the potential within their 
companies or organizations, then use their own unique leadership skills to perform at their fullest 
potential.  
 
Here’s a photo of the Class of 2014, who, through the ATSSA Leadership Program, fostered a life-long 
professional relationship with each other as they studied, practiced and experienced examples of company 
management and growth, leadership, employee motivation, financial growth, strategic planning and their 
favorite – on-camera media training, where they each had the opportunity to be interviewed by a “hostile” 
reporter.  

The Class of 2014 is a tremendous success story.  
 
Members of the Class of 2014 are seated right here this morning. Would you please stand for a moment 
so we can congratulate you on your career achievements in ATSSA’s Leadership Program.  

The 2015 Leadership Program in late April will again be a five-day event that includes the course itself, 
plus the Legislative Briefing and Fly-In in Washington D.C.  

I am thrilled to report that the Class of 2015 was sold out in January, therefore, applications that are 
available this week are for the Class of 2017. You heard correctly.  
 
The next leadership class following the one this April is in the spring of 2017.  
 
We wish the Class of 2015 all the best luck for your adventure that begins this April.  
 
A moment ago, I mentioned the upcoming Legislative Visits on Capitol Hill.  

I can’t stress the importance of your participation in that event enough.  

Over the years – ATSSA has become the most recognized roadway safety association in America, and 
ATSSA has certainly achieved impressive tremendous success and recognition on Capitol Hill.  

And, the amount of money ATSSA has been able to get put into the system over the last few 
reauthorizations has been incredibly impressive.  

Safety is – and always has been – ATSSA’s primary motivation for helping in the design and building the 
most advanced roadway safety infrastructure in the world. 

For many years – ATSSA has enjoyed both meaningful and productive relationships with countless 
elected officials in several committees on Capitol Hill – most importantly – in the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee – headed by our friend Chairman Bill Shuster of Pennsylvania.   

ATSSA members help Americans do all of those things safely – every day of every year.  
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It’s something they’re proud of – and something that requires the help, support and full-time commitment 
of our elected officials on Capitol Hill.   

ATSSA’s presence on the Hill in 2014 is certainly something to brag about.  

There were 107 ATSSA members who met on Capitol Hill in April 2014 to participate in ATSSA’s 
Legislative Visits and Fly-In. Thirty three of those attendees were there for the first time.  

Thirty states were represented, and 160 Congressional meetings were held in a fast-paced, eight-hour day.  

Again, the dates for ATSSA’s 2015 Legislative Visits and Fly in are April 28th and 29th.  
 
Please make plans to attend as soon as possible.  
 
All you have to do is visit the ATSSA booth this week and ask the ATSSA staff for more information 
regarding the upcoming ATSSA Fly-In.  
 
In recent weeks, news organizations and members of Congress have been discussing the importance of 
investing in our nation’s transportation network. By far, the biggest obstacle is finding a way to pay for a 
long-term, safety-focused federal highway bill.  
 
There have been some positive comments about raising the federal gas tax, which hasn’t been increased 
in over 20 years; however, President Obama and some leaders in Congress have expressed doubts of that 
occurring and some are against it altogether.  
 
The latest idea gaining traction on Capitol Hill is to pay for a new highway bill through reforming the 
current tax code, which could be either good or bad for the industry, depending on the specific reforms.  
  
Despite all of that, ATSSA members – each of you – has the power to affect change in Congress through 
several ATSSA-supported ways. You can contact your congressmen and congresswomen through the 
ATSSA grassroots advocacy portal, attend the ATSSA Legislative Briefing and Fly-In this coming April 
to speak with your legislators directly, or host your member of Congress at your local business.  
 
Any – or all – of these efforts will significantly help our industry secure a long-term highway bill that has 
significant and dedicated roadway safety infrastructure funds to help each of you advance your businesses 
and more importantly, advance roadway safety.  
  
We are not alone in this fight.  
 
ATSSA is a stakeholder in the Transportation Construction Coalition, a group of 31 national construction 
groups which collectively is pushing Congress to do its job – that is, to pass a long-term highway bill and 
fix the Highway Trust Fund.  
 
ATSSA must keep the pressure on and demand that Congress take action to pass a highway bill this year. 
To do this, we have to make our voices heard in Washington, D.C. at the Fly-In.  
  
This is a critical time. It’s critical to our industry, to our member businesses, to your individual job and 
business success. Most importantly, the passage of a long-term, safety-focused highway bill is critical to 
saving lives on America’s roadways.  
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Join our effort today – stop by the ATSSA booth to see how you can join our Legislative movement. 
You’ll be glad you did – and you’ll benefit by helping our industry.   
 
Finally, one other thing I always knew – but have now witnessed firsthand this past year as ATSSA’s 
Chairman – is the extremely high level of dedication and commitment by each member of our ATSSA 
staff who is on duty all year long to help each of you “Advance Roadway Safety.” 
 
Every year, the Board of Directors meets and determines the budget and both the strategic and operational 
goals of this association for the coming year. This year was no exception with one addition.  
 
A fifth strategic goal was developed and incorporated into the 2015 work plan that will help provide 
guidance to our members in the development of new and innovative technologies such as vehicle-to-
infrastructure communications, and other strategies and undertakings related to this goal of innovation.  
 
This fifth strategic goal for 2015 is an exciting new “bold adventure” for both ATSSA staff and for 
ATSSA members as roadway safety infrastructure and vehicle technology continues to advance at a rapid 
pace.  
 
Rest assured, your association will keep up with, and be a vital part of, these technologies for the present 
time and for years to come.  
 
Please help me recognize and thank those ATSSA staff members who are here with us this morning.  
 
Since 1969 – ATSSA has made it through great times as well as through rough and challenging times. 
But, we’ve always made it together and succeeded for the good of our association and its members in the 
long run.  
 
Each of you is making a substantial difference in saving lives on America’s roadways and each of you 
should be proud of your peers and those tremendous accomplishments only found within the membership 
of ATSSA.  
 
This is your show this week. You deserve it.  
 
Have fun and make lots of memories with your peers, your friends and your new customers.  
 
I wish you all a productive, meaningful and memorable time here in Tampa.  
 
Thank you.  

# # # 

Contact	  for	  reprint	  permission:	  
James	  S.	  Baron	  
Director	  of	  Communications	  
American	  Traffic	  Safety	  Services	  Association	  
Fredericksburg,	  Virginia	  
540-‐368-‐1701,	  ext.	  113	  


