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National Roadway Safety “Clearinghouse” to Help Reduce  
Roadway Departures Nationwide is Planned  

 
Fredericksburg, Va. – A new Roadway Departure Safety Information Clearinghouse will be developed over 
the next several years through a joint effort by State Departments of Transportation, the Federal 
Highway Administration, Texas A&M Transportation Institute and the American Traffic Safety Services 
Association (ATSSA).  
 
“Roadway departures are one of the largest contributors to crashes, serious injuries and fatalities across 
the country,” said ATSSA’s Director of Training and Business Development Donna Clark. “A national 
dialogue, along with a vast collection of resources – accomplished through a clearinghouse dedicated 
solely to this issue – will undoubtedly help reduce those crashes significantly and bring more road users 
home safely every day.”  
 
“The new clearinghouse will be an interactive, actively managed site where safety engineers and others 
across the country can find comprehensive information on best practices, safety countermeasures, 
training, publications, and research.  It will also offer interaction with subject matter experts, peers and 
industry leaders, all with the goal to help prevent and mitigate roadway departure crashes in all 50 
states,” said Roger Bligh, a research engineer at the Texas A&M Transportation Institute.  
 
The new clearinghouse will address three critical safety elements: preventing vehicles from leaving the 
roadway, reducing the potential of errant vehicles crashing if they do leave the roadway, and mitigating 
the severity of roadway departure crashes that do occur.  
 
State DOTs can participate in the development of the new Roadway Departure Safety Information 
Clearinghouse by utilizing their state planning and research funds to join other states in a dedicated 
pooled fund effort. Those states that join the pooled fund will have the opportunity to be directly 
involved in guiding and directing the creation of the Clearinghouse.  
 
According to the federal pooled fund website, “the Transportation Pooled Fund Program has existed for 
more than 20 years. It is a popular means for State DOTs, commercial entities and Federal Highway 
Administration program offices to combine resources and achieve common research goals. Pooling 
resources reduces marginal costs and provides efficient use of taxpayer dollars. It also provides greater 
benefits to participating interests as compared to individual entities conducting or contracting for 
research on their own.” 
 
The details of this pooled fund solicitation are located on the Transportation Pooled Fund Program 
website at http://www.pooledfund.org/Details/Solicitation/1389. The North Carolina DOT is the lead 
agency on this pooled fund. One hundred percent State Planning and Research Funding Eligibility 
has been requested, and is currently under review.  
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