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ATSSA Past Chairpersons, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen – welcome to San Antonio and ATSSA’s 44th 
Annual Convention and Traffic Expo. 
 
It is indeed a great pleasure to be back in Texas.  
 
San Antonio is certainly a favorite place for ATSSA members and for the Annual Convention and Traffic Expo. 
 
Before the grand opening of the show at noon today, we have a full agenda for you – including our featured guest 
speaker – Charlie Cook later in the program.   
 
But first, we have official ATSSA business to cover, lots of news to share, a Foundation update, volunteer 
recognition, and the presentation of several ATSSA national awards for individual dedication and commitment to 
advancing roadway safety.  
 
Also this morning – as we have done the past few years, we will be giving away 10-thousand dollars in cash prizes.  
   
There’s only one catch – you have to be present when your name is called so please don’t go anywhere.  
 
Five of you in the audience will each receive a one-thousand dollar prize. 
 
A sixth name will be drawn just prior-to noon for a single grand prize of five thousand dollars.  
 
When your name is called during each of the drawings, please stand, wave and remain at your table. An ATSSA staff 
member will come to you and give you an envelope with instructions on how to claim your cash prize later today.  
 
Today is sadly my last official day as ATSSA’s Chairman. Soon, I will be passing the gavel to my good friend and 
colleague Scott Seeley, of Ennis Flint.  
 
My tenure has personally been two of the most gratifying and fulfilling years of my career, my service to this 
industry – and to you.  
 
To say that I learned a lot about ATSSA these last two years would be an understatement.  
 
When I first became involved on the ATSSA Board of Directors, I had no idea how much occurs “behind the scenes” 
to bring member value, new business opportunities and outstanding membership benefits to each of you.  
 
Take for example this wonderful Traffic Expo, or our annual legislative “fly-in” on Capitol Hill every April, or 
committee and chapter meetings, and of course – ATSSA training courses held every day in classrooms across the 
country.  
 
The hard work that ATSSA members do throughout the year – in their communities and when they travel – is 
nothing short of amazing.  
 
I could not have served as Chairman of this wonderful association without the constant support and guidance of 
our dedicated Board of Directors, the great ATSSA staff – led by my dear friend and colleague Roger Wentz – and 
by each of you – the ATSSA members who have committed their careers and their lives to making our nation’s 
roadways the safest in the world.  
 
I deeply appreciate the guidance, advice, assistance and friendship all of you have afforded me these last two years 
and I humbly thank you for allowing me the honor to serve as ATSSA’s Chairman.  
 
Now, because of you, ATSSA is recognized – without question – as the nation’s leader in roadway safety initiatives.  
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Take, for example, our roadway worker training that is second to none in our industry.  
  
In 2013, 95-hundred workers received quality ATSSA training in 345 courses conducted across the nation.  
 
Also last year, ATSSA’s Training Department introduced a brand-new Work Zone Roadway Safety Audit Course, 
as well as the course Minimize Worker Exposure in Work Zones through the use of positive protection and other 
safety devices and strategies. 
 
ATSSA’s Pavement Marking Technician Course was also updated and the latest version is now available.  
 
And ATSSA is also developing a course for safe truck mounted attenuator implementation and operation to protect 
our workers. 
 
ATSSA also leads the industry by organizing and hosting the largest roadway safety exposition in North America – 
ATSSA’s Annual Convention and Traffic Expo.  
 
If this is your first experience at ATSSA’s convention – you are in for a great experience when the doors open to the 
exhibition hall at noon today. We have 450 booths ready for viewing  
 
Also, as you will see in a moment when Roger comes to the podium – ATSSA is the “go to” association that your 
elected officials on Capitol Hill seek every day for advice, consultation and for recommendations as to how they can 
make roadways safer for their constituents in their communities back home.   
 
Last April, ATSSA members kept the pressure on our elected officials for a national transportation bill by 
participating in a highly successful Legislative “Fly-In” on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.  
 
I want to thank those ATSSA members – roughly one hundred of you – who took time from your extremely busy 
work and personal schedules to travel to Washington to meet face-to-face with your individual members of 
Congress.  
 
You personally encouraged them to focus on roadway safety issues, the reauthorization of the transportation bill, 
and ATSSA’s “big picture” of reducing the number of roadway fatalities toward zero deaths. 
 
Each of you has a clear, unwavering purpose and a dedicated desire to reduce roadway accidents that result in 
fatalities and serious injuries, to make our nation’s roadways safer – and to ultimately save lives and bring people 
home safely every night. 
 
The status of our nation’s transportation bill and ATSSA’s efforts to resolve this important issue both remain hot 
topics and top priorities for our association and for our members.   
 
The current highway bill – MAP-21 – expires on September 30, which makes 2014 yet another critical year for 
ATSSA’s efforts on Capitol Hill.  
 
As most of you know, ATSSA staff – along with our members, have worked tirelessly on Capitol Hill to push for a 
long-term highway bill with a funding solution to the Highway Trust Fund shortfall.  
 
In 2013, ATSSA staff conducted 245 meetings on Capitol Hill with Members of Congress and their staff.  
 
They also attended 34 hearings and participated in 59 fundraisers.  
 
They also arranged eight ATSSA member company site visits with members of Congress. On the big screen, you will 
see the companies that participated in these visits.  
 
These visits offer an excellent opportunity for you to present your company products and ideas to advance roadway 
safety to members of Congress while building meaningful relationships with your elected officials locally.  
 
If you are interested in hosting such a site visit this year, please speak to a member of the ATSSA staff in the ATSSA 
booth this week. They will point you in the right direction.    
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As Doug mentioned earlier, ATSSA staff and ATSSA members have been promoting our “Toward Zero Deaths” 
message and our association’s priorities on Capitol Hill on a continuous basis as Congress gears-up to draft a new 
transportation bill this year.  
 
It is our hope that our elected officials will continue to make infrastructure safety and improving roadway safety a 
top priority in the next highway bill.  
 
Many of you personally came to Capitol Hill this past April to carry the “Toward Zero Deaths” message personally 
as you met with your elected officials to help them understand the need for safer roadways and to demonstrate how 
your business’ products and services are saving lives.  
 
The April 2013 “Fly In” was – as always – an overwhelming success.  
 
The “Fly-In” dates for this year are April second and third in Washington, D.C.  
 
A limited number of scholarships will once again be available this year.  
 
Please stop by the ATSSA booth this week for more details, or to register for the event.  
 
It would be great if we had ATSSA representatives from all 50 states this April in order to make our elected officials 
from coast-to-coast aware of our industry, and more importantly – aware of what each of you do.  
 
Please visit the ATSSA booth – booth number 735 – for more information and to register for April’s Fly-In on 
Capitol Hill.  
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to publicly acknowledge Roger’s personal initiative, his drive and his leadership in 
spearheading the creation of ATSSA’s brand-new “Leadership Program,” which will officially get underway in 
Fredericksburg, beginning at the end of next month.  
 
In early 2013, ATSSA’s Past Chairs entered into a lengthy discussion about the possibility of creating a unique 
Leadership Program for ATSSA members. The Past Chairs then gave Roger the task of building the program from 
the ground up.   
 
Under Roger’s direction, the ATSSA staff custom-built the Leadership Program to enable select attendees an 
opportunity to gain an understanding of the many different and diverse leadership styles, to discover their own 
personal leadership traits and then fully develop themselves as leaders in our industry.  
 
Here on the screen you can see what’s lined-up for the “Class of 2014,” beginning Sunday, March 30 and continuing 
through April first.  
 
The leadership program serves many purposes for its participants. 
 
It helps enhance their own personal drive that motivates them and their fellow employees. This ultimately helps 
drive financial results, helps grow themselves and their businesses and most importantly –helps them foster a life-
long relationship with their classmates who will accompany them through the entire challenging program. 
 
We have 11 ATSSA members registered and ready to participate in the “Class of 2014,” and we’re excited about 
hosting them in Fredericksburg, beginning March 30th.   
 
On the screen behind me are the names of those ATSSA members who will make up ATSSA’s Leadership Class.  
 
Congratulations to each of you and best of luck in this new program.  
 
If you are interested in participating in ATSSA’s 2014 Leadership Program – applications are available from any 

board member or in the ATSSA booth this week during Expo.  

We have four vacancies still available. Only four. So please, let us know if you’re interested today.    
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The ATSSA Leadership Program will unquestionably help grow personal leadership excellence – not just within 
ATSSA – but within our industry.  
 
Roger – thanks again for leading the charge to get this program off the ground and implemented after much hard 
work by you and the ATSSA staff.  
 
Some other achievements worth mentioning in 2013 include increased activity in ATSSA Chapters across the 
country.  
 
As you can see on this map – ATSSA members have been busy in their local communities this past year with 20 very 

active chapters.  

The Colorado Chapter reactivated in 2013 and expanded its region to include Wyoming. This has become the 

ATSSA “Rocky Mountain” Chapter. 

For 2014, charter applications are pending for a Kentucky Chapter, a “Chesapeake” Chapter – which is made up of 
Delaware, Maryland and the District of Columbia – and a “New England” Chapter – which includes Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island.  
 
ATSSA Chapters are also organizing in Utah and Louisiana. And good news for Michigan, your chapter will soon be 
reactivating. 
 
ATSSA chapters have tremendous benefits for you and for your businesses. 
 
ATSSA Chapters are not only a great way to stay in touch with what is going on nationally – but more importantly 
– they offer you frequent networking opportunities with fellow ATSSA members and public officials.  
 
They also provide each of you a unique opportunity to serve in volunteer positions within your Chapter.  
 
I mentioned earlier about ATSSA member’s close ties with public officials and here’s something that you’ll find 
interesting.  
 
ATSSA’s “Connect the DOTs” program was created to improve communications between the roadway safety industry 
and other safety partners throughout the country.  
 
And since the Board of Directors expanded the Public Agency category, the agencies that you see on the screen behind 

me are now members.  

The new partnership program provides a mechanism for more federal, state and public agencies such as 
departments of transportation, local and county governmental groups, colleges and universities, airport authorities, 
and utility companies, to effectively work together on common roadway safety goals. 
 
I want to personally thank each of you who dedicates so much of your free time and resources to actively participate 
in chapters, in committees and in other ATSSA volunteer activities throughout the year.  
 
ATSSA’s many goals and objectives could not be accomplished without you.  
 
If you’ve been “on the fence” to join a committee, to be a Chapter leader, or to serve your association in some other 
way – now is the time to approach a Board member, or an ATSSA staff member, and simply say, “I am interested in 
getting involved. Your service, your time, and your desire to be an ATSSA volunteer would be deeply appreciated 
and welcomed.   
 
Recently, a group of ATSSA volunteers completed their work with Auburn University to deliver a brand-new 
ATSSA-member report titled, “Emerging Safety Countermeasures for Wrong-Way Driving”.    
 
Is wrong-way driving a problem?  
 
Well, as you can see on this video - you bet it is.  
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In this particular case, an 80-year-old man drove eight-miles in the northbound direction of a southbound lane.   
 
The driver’s son later told police that his father suffers from the early stages of dementia and he hasn't been allowed 
to drive alone for months.   
 
On this particular morning, the man borrowed a relative's car to drop his wife off at church and then apparently lost 
his way home. 
 
Miraculously, there were no injuries, and a New York State Trooper was able to get him to stop safely.  
 
He was fortunate – but, many others are not.  
 
An average of 358 people die in wrong-way-driving crashes each year. This is certainly a roadway safety problem for 
which ATSSA members have solutions.  
 
ATSSA’s latest publication was developed from executive summaries of various case studies that aim at providing 
ATSSA members a good understanding of wrong-way-driving incidents and the emerging safety countermeasures 
to prevent these types of accidents from occurring.  
 
Also, many of the outcomes of an Illinois DOT lead “national wrong-way driving summit” in 2013 helped in the 
development of this report, so I offer my personal thanks to Priscilla Tobias and her team for their help.    
 
The names on the screen represent those professionals who reviewed the studies contained in this report. Please 
join me in thanking them for their time, diligence, and industry expertise in helping to create this latest report 
exclusively for ATSSA members.  
 
This new book should be at your home or office when you return from Traffic Expo.  
 
Part one of the book contains 10 unique case studies involving signs, pavement markings and other roadway safety 
devices.  
 
Part two has several geometric design examples to help mitigate wrong-way crashes.   
 
I hope that this brand-new publication – prepared exclusively for ATSSA members – will help each of you advance 
and expand your businesses in some way in 2014.   
 
Finally, it’s my pleasure to report that in September of 2013, ATSSA was awarded a new three-year, two-point-two 
million dollar work zone safety grant from the Federal Highway Administration.  
 
With the new grant, ATSSA can continue to effectively train men and women across the country who work on 
America’s roadways.  
 
The new grant, which follows the successful completion of previous Federal Highway grants awarded to ATSSA in 
2006 and 2011, will cover two areas – work zone safety worker training and work zone safety guidelines training.  
 
This latest grant is yet another testimonial of the confidence and trust that the Federal Highway Administration 
has in ATSSA to train America’s workers.  
 
Well done to the ATSSA Training and Business Development Department and to those ATSSA staff members who 
contributed in achieving this fantastic accomplishment.  
 
This, ladies and gentlemen, concludes my official Chairman’s remarks this morning.  
 
We have a lot more planned for you this morning – including more cash giveaways and surprises – so please, don’t 
go anywhere.  
 
Thank you all and enjoy your time here in San Antonio and at ATSSA’s 44th Annual Convention and Traffic Expo. 
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